Con-Trib-Club Funds Voted to Speed Recovery of Polio Victims 



BUSY HANDS—Polio victims, recuperating at City-Council Hospital, get great 
benefit from handcraft, both to occupy minds and exercise muscles. Con-Trib- 
Club gift will help them materially. From left: Bob Newton whittles model 


sailboat; Sam Jenkins, 6, tries hand at water colors with brush built up by bandage 
so he can grasp it; Dorothy Brett, occupational therapist, helps Janet Moore and 
Herman Brown with new tasks; Tonya Woolbright, 3, chortles as she fondles dolls. 
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PREVIEW—FW Civil Defense staff gets look at new equipment 
and TV also gets into act. At right is C. E. Doering, CD coordinator. 
Others are I. B. Hale, manager of Industrial Security (holding high 
range gamma survey meter); Dr. J. K. Leverett, of medical section; C. H. White, 
factory manager (obscured by WBAP-TV Cameraman Wayne Brown); M. G. 
Burland, manager of Industrial Relations and Security; L. H. Armstrong, Trans¬ 
portation general foreman; Frank Clayton, chief plant engineer; C. H. Jones, fire 
chief. 


B-36s, Cruising Near Atomic Blast, 
Close Enough to Feel a Jolt 


A dozen Convair-built Air 
Force B-36 bombers received a 
taste of the grim realities of 
atomic warfare in March when 
they flew near the heart of the 
blinding . blast of an atomic 
weapon exploded near Las Vegas, 
Nev. 

The intercontinental bombers, 
led by 19th Air Division Com¬ 
mander Brig. Gen. Joe W. Kelly 
from Carswell AFB at Fort 
Worth, were part of an air. ar-- 
mada of 53 aircraft which filled 
the skies during the tests. 

The March 24 blast was the 
second pre-dawn detonation un- 
leashe^Jjy scientists of the 
AtomlcEnergy Commission in a 
spring series. 

Identifying the B-36s as part 
of the largest armada ever used 
during such a test, AEC officials 
refused to reveal other types of 
aircraft used, although many 
scientific duties were performed 

Ice Capades Ducats 
Go on Sale at FW 

As a service to Convair FW 
employees, tickets to the Ice 
Capades of 1953 are now on 
sale at the CRA office at regu¬ 
lar prices. 

Employees are advised that 
tickets will be sold ONLY dur¬ 
ing lunch periods and after 
3:45 p.m. 

Sales will continue through 
April 16. The show will open 
April 17 for a five-day stand 
at Will Rogers Coliseuih. Tick¬ 
ets are priced at $2, $2.50 and 
$3. 


from the air in connection with 
the detonation. 

Air Force-AEC officials did 
reveal that a pilotless Navy 
fighter was escorted by two 
mother ships into the so-called 
“thermal envelope,” or heat waves 
of the blast. 

Information released by the Air 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Hicks Named 
to Civic Job 

* Marion L. Hicks, Convair FW 
assistant division manager, had 
a new civic job this month after 
accepting chairmanship of. the 
Greater Fort Worth Hospital 
Fund Special Gifts Division. 

Hicks will seek pledges and 
direct contributions to make up 
the $731,255 needed for comple¬ 
tion of the fund. Original goal 
of the campaign was $3,965,000. 
Fund officials hope to add 400 
beds to the 1,171 now available in 
the city’s hospitals. 

Although he has never been a 
hospital patient himself, Hicks 
declared, “Everyone has become 
increasingly aware of the need for 
public support of hospitals.” 

“Our hospitals have expanded 
their services greatly. They have 
taken on a bigger burden of char¬ 
ity work, for example, than ever 
before,” he pointed out. 

Hospitals which will benefit by 
the fund and the allocations are 
as follows: 

All Saints, $830,000; Children’s 
Hospitals, $500,000; Fort Worth 
j Osteopathic, $250,000; Harris, 
j $1,450,000; St. Joseph’s, $830,000. 


General Dynamics Corp. 
To Become Convair's 
Largest Stockholder 


General Dynamics Corp. will succeed Atlas Corp. as holder of the largest individual 
block of Convair stock. 

The announcement came late last month, jointly from John Jay Hopkins, chairman 
and president of General Dynamics, and Floyd B. Odium, president of Atlas and chair¬ 
man of the Convair board.. 

Involved in the transaction are 
400,000 shares of Convair stock 
L/ 0 / r i Ckhco (about 17 per cent of the approxi- 

ntzip TO CTUd^Z mately 2,400,000 common shares 

presently outstanding) which pass 
to General Dynamics ownership. 

Atlas, however, will retain 30,300 
shares of Convair as an invest¬ 
ment and also will acquire 20,000 
shares of General Dynamics stock, 
thus retaining a considerable in¬ 
terest in Convair. 

The transaction will be closed I 


Con-Trib Funds 
to Erase 
Scars of Polio 

Sam Jenkins doesn’t consider 
himself another Rembrandt or 
Michelangelo. 

In fact,, Sam classifies him¬ 
self as just a doodler when it 
comes to painting. 

His tones lack the correct 
hue, his colors often overlap or 
run together. 

Nevertheless, his teachers 
think he’s doing remarkably 
well, for Sam’s a patient at the 
polio ward at Fort Worth’s 
City-County Hospital. Polio has 
dealt his little body a cruel 
blow. He has to be lifted and 
carried everywhere he goes. 

When he paints, nurses roll 
up his bed and arrange his 
equipment on a bed table. His 
brush is wrapped with several 
layers of gauze so that he can 
grip it. 

It all sounds like a lot of 
trouble, but Sam knows that he 
must use his limbs as much as 
possible so that they will re¬ 
spond to treatment and once 
again carry him about in child¬ 
hood games. 

That’s why Sam is one of 
the hardest workers in the hos¬ 
pital’s occupational therapy 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Free Chest X-Rays 
Offered April 20-24 

Convair FW employees were 
reminded this week of free chest 
X-ray services to be offered April 
20-24 when the mobile unit of 
the Tarrant County-Fort Worth 
Tuberculosis Society visits the 
plant. 

L. L. Jarl, employee activities 
coordinator, said that the unit 
will set up operations in front 
of the plant cafeteria between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

Employees may have chest X- 
rays made during this period on 
their own time. 


though of general interest to 
Convair people, will have no di¬ 
rect effect u£on them other than 
to enhance Convair’s potential for 
growth and development. 

In his announcement, Hopkins 
emphasized that the transaction 
will not interrupt the continuity 
of policy and management of 
Convair and no changes are con¬ 
templated in the operating man¬ 
agement personnel. 

Through the transaction, Con- 


during the latter part of May, ! vair becomes connected with a 
concurrently with the annual corporation whose history is 


meeting of Convair stockholders 
at which time Hopkins is expected 
to succeed Odium as chairman of 
the Convair board. This will bring 
to a close the active participation 
of Atlas Corp. which began in the 
fall of 1947 when that corpora¬ 
tion acquired controlling interest 
from Aviation Corp. 

Statements from top manage¬ 
ment indicated that the shift, al- 


marked more by the sea than by 
the air, though of recent years 
the latter field has been of in¬ 
creasing importance. The history 
goes back to before the turn of 
the century with creation of the 
Electric Boat Co. (now a division 
of General Dynamics) which has 
had a long and distinguished ca¬ 
reer in building undersea craft. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


COMMENT: 


Speaking for Atlas Corp., Floyd 
B. Odium commented: 

“Our job is done. 

“We entered the Convair pic¬ 
ture at a time when the company 
was beset by financial and busi¬ 
ness difficulties. We have brought 
it through to a point where its 
organization is sound, its finances 
are in excellent shape and its 
future seems bright. 

“It is entirely logical that Atlas 
Corp., in line with its policy of 
investing in special situations, 
should at this stage withdraw 
. . . in order to free the large 
amount of capital involved for 
investment in other special situa¬ 
tions where the services of Atlas 
can be similarly constructive and 
profitable. 

“We are proud to be able to 
pass our interest in Convair on 
to a company as well qualified 
as General Dynamics. The new 
relationship between the two 
companies — the one developing 
the atomic - powered submarine 
and the other the atomic-powered 
airplane—will make for strength 


in both, as well as in our national 
defense picture.” 

* * * * 

On behalf of General Dynamics 
Corp., John Jay Hopkins had this 
to say: 

“The acquisition of a substan¬ 
tial interest in Convair stock 
strengthens General Dynamics 
Corp.’s position in two areas of 
the American industrial scene 
with an unusual growth potential, 
aircraft design and manufacture 
and the industrial application of 
atomic energy.” 

* * * 

Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Con¬ 
vair president, made this state¬ 
ment: 

“I have, of course, been con¬ 
versant for some time with the 
proposed sale by Atlas Corp. of 
the largest single block of Con¬ 
vair stock to General Dynamics 
Corp. 

“I know personally Mr. Hop¬ 
kins and many members of Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics organization, and 
I believe that Convair will benefit 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

''The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: D ept. 3. F. E. Cham - 
bers. Dept. 4, R. L. 

Banks, R. W. Hearn, 

R. H. McDade, H. 

H. Nelson, J. P. 

Taylor. Dept. 6, D. 

W. Butler, G. W. 

Craig, O. A. Hall, 

M. G. Longeway, 

R. K. Paulk, A. N. | 

Randall, C. A. Sav- 
age, D. A. Wil-1 
banks. 

Dept. 9, M. F. 

Culberson, M. M. 

Moore, R. D. Neal. 

Dept. 14, H. C. 

Jones, R. A. Row¬ 
land, V. A. Sweatt. .. »w/ i_r_ _L|„ W 

Dept. 15, J. T. Bill- H. W. Hinckley, 

ington. FW assistant chief 

Dept. 22, G. W. engineer, who re- 
Archer, W. G. cently received 20- 
Brown, R. G. Cook, • 

W. A. Daniel, J. * ear p,n * 

T. Deaton, L. E. Evans, H. L. Nail, 

N. A, Portwood, R. D. Schuchard, V. 

R. Tatum, M. Weinstein, C. R. Williams, 

R. A. Williamson. 

Dept. 24, C. R. Ezell Jr. Dept. 25, 

J. Hall, J. B. Jaynes Jr., T. W. Ladd, 

B. P. Wingo Jr. Dept. 27, C. S. Bivens, 
F. J. Garcia, L. C. Gilbert, J. C. Mes- 
si’ck, C. E. Porter, E. M. Van Huss. 

Dept. 30, G. W. Blair, N. C. Kelly. 

Dept. 31, J. A. Allen, H. M. Anderson, 

S. B .Grimes, E. B. Hill, B. T. Hodges, 

F. H. Mullenix, E. R. Wood, G. A. 

Young. Dept. 43, J. O. Compton. 

Dept. 44, A. B. Huckabee. Dept. 45, 

S. E. Mills. Dept. 46, E. U. Baker, 

O. P. Hill Jr. Dept. 47, T. C. Florida, 
J. C. McLean, M. A. Winblood. Dept. 
60, C. M. Terry. 

Dept. 62, E. D. Eiland. Dept. 63, 
J. G. Conway, W. A. Farris, J. N. 

Hopkins, J. Taber, C. N. Wright. Dept. 
64, S. F. Pate. Dept. 65, V. L. Long. 

B. N. Morris, M. T. Smith. 

Dept. 76, O. I. Jones. Dept. 81, H. C. 
Casey, D. A. Darby, O. McKinney, J. H. 
Pyeatt. Dept. 82, R. L. Jackson, H. 
Johnson, J. L. Lewis, D. J. Silvestri, 
H. L. Veal, R. D. Wynn. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, P. E. Brewer 
Jr., M. F. Jones. Dept. 8, P. F. Middle- 
ton Jr. Dept. 9, C. E. Collins. Dept. 10, 
M. A. Borges. Dept. 12, C. C. Hall. Dept. 
15, D. L. Redmond. Dept. 22, D. A. 
Corder, B. E. Howland, M. L. Price. - 
Dept. 25, A. W. Finch. Dept. 27, 
F. E. Craugh, J. D. Dove, E. W. Jann, 

C. F. Lord Jr., E. D. Melton. Dept. 30, 
W. B. Felts, R. L. Flinn, H. F. Scott. 
Dept. 31, O. E. Ballard, H. Biancosino, 
M. O. Cooper, F. A. Davis, A. J. Mitchell, 
O. R. Pettit, C. E. Roberts, M. V. 
Strelczyk. 

Dept. 43, H. T. Webb. Dept. 45, T. G. 
Thompson. Dept. 46, O. B. Chapman, 
W G. Tidwell. Dept. 47, M. B. Beene. 
Dept. 50, C. N. Cox, L. M. L. Ellen- 
burg, J. T. Moody, G. C. Sanders, J. J. 
Warren, E. M. White. 

Dept. 73, K. H. McDaniel, L. J. 
Wuest. Dept. 74, A. R. Brisco, T. H. 
Gallagher, F. B. Najvar. Dept. 75, B. J. 
Dominy, J. F. Landrith, D. A. Whit¬ 
worth. Dept. 76, J. A. Dodd. Dept. 81, 
S. E. Gillespie, G. J. Hinz, A. J. Wilson. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year pin: Dept. 7, W. E. Martin. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

SOUTH SIDE—Ride wanted from 1512 
Enderly Place, in vicinity of Parkway 
Theater, one block west of Eighth Ave¬ 
nue, for 8 to 4:45 p.m. shift. Contact 
Marie Nichols, Dept. 3-4, ext. 5116. 


Promotions 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 2, Division Manager’s Dept. : To 
schedules engineer, F. K. Conle*y, A. L. 
Johnson. 

Dept. 4, Material: To material control 
supervisor, N. P. Aikman. To buyer, 
A. H. L. Cole, N. D. -Chenault, J. F. 
Stewart. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To aerophysics 
group engineer, R. D. Chase. To speci¬ 
fications analyst, J. A. Elder. To weight 
coordinator, W. Heineman Jr. To test 
engineer senior, J. J. Stanovsky. To areo- 
dynamics engineer senior, P. W. Hill. 
To test engineer, B. A. Kelly. To en¬ 
gineering writer, H. E. Kincaid, C. W. 
Collurn. To design engineer, V. J. 
Wilson, G. J. Klein, C. A. Kellogg, J. C. I 
Jones, C. E. Johnson, W. E. Gandy, 
W. R. Buevens, H. E. Bramm, L. N. 
Boaz Jr., R. E. Arms. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: To administrative 
accountant, R. D. Sherrill Jr., S. L. C. 
Fort. 

Dept. 11, Contract: To contract analyst 
A, R. S. Pluskey. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: To 
project .coordinator, S. F. Shelvey. To 
supervisor, D. G. Brew. 

Dept. 27, Inspection - Production v To 
quality control representative, J. T. Mash- 
burn. 

Dept. 64, Developmental Field Opera¬ 
tions: To assistant foreman, J. E. Bar¬ 
nett, H. C. Lusk. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards . totaling 
$104.74 for the period ending March 27, 
1953: 

Dept. 24, Tooling: R. R. Herrin. 
Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: F. E. 
Craugh, J. D. Johnson. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: R. E. Sass- 
man. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: B. M. An¬ 
derson, G. W. Ferrell, W. S. Stickles. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing & Engines: J. 
R. Muse. 

Dept. 61, Final Acceptance: C. J. 
Samuel. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: T. McCray, 
A. M. Wasik. 


Births 


DAINGERFIELD 

EASTERLY—Daughter, Joanna, 7 lbs., 
born March 18 to Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
Easterly, Dept. 9. 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. O. A. Tate, Dept. 3-5 (second 
shift) wishes to thank friends at Convair 
FW for their sympathy, floral offerings 
and other remembrances following the 
automobile accident which claimed the 
lives of her brother and his wife, M/Sgt. 
and Mrs. Lloyd Aylor. 

# # * 

Wednesday Deadline 
For New Courses 

Convair FW employees have until next 
Wednesday (April 15) to enroll in the 
new series of supplementary training 
classes -scheduled to begin next week, 
Training Supervisor R. B. Craig an¬ 
nounced. 

Courses to be offered at this time in¬ 
clude electronics, review shorthand and 
shop mathematics. The electronics pro¬ 
gram is divided ipto the following 
phases: fundamentals of electricity and 
mathematics; vacuum tube character¬ 
istics ; radio transmitters ; radio receivers ; 
fundamentals of radar; and radar prin¬ 
ciples. 

Enrollment may be completed any time 
between now and April 15 at the train¬ 
ing section, ext. 5245. 

Employees on both first and second 
shift may enroll in the electronics 
courses. Classes will meet at Tech Insti¬ 
tute for three-hour sessions two days a 
week. The fee is $10. 

Review shorthand is offered for first 
shift employees only and will meet at 
Tech Institute once a week. The sessions 
will be two and one-half hours each. A 
$9 fee is charged. 

Shop mathematics also will be avail¬ 
ably for both first and second shift per¬ 
sonnel and will meet in two-hour sessions 
two days a week at the plant. The fee 
is $7. 

Information on other training programs 
may be had by contacting the training 
section in Personnel Department, ext. 
5245. 


Con-Trib-Club Funds 
Erase Polio Scars 

(Continued from Page 1) 

program. And that’s why he 
and his fellow patients ex¬ 
pressed heartfelt thanks to 
Convair Employees’ Con-Trib- 
Club, Inc., at Fort Worth this 
week. 

Through action of its board 
of directors, Con - Trib - Club 
made available recently an ad¬ 
ditional $2,420.15 for combat¬ 
ting polio at City-County Hos¬ 
pital. 

Of the money made available, 
$1,368.15 was earmarked for 
use in the hospital’s occupation¬ 
al therapy work. 

There it will be used to pur¬ 
chase such things as painting 
sets such as Sam uses, leather- 
craft sets for making belts and 
billfolds, hand looms, wooden 
molds for metal work. 

“When a polio patient reach¬ 
es the convalescent stage of 
treatment, it is extremely im¬ 
portant that he have a diversion 
for his mind,” says Lowell Hud¬ 
son, hospital administrator. 

“In addition, the actual ex¬ 
ercise involved in occupational 
therapy work adds greatly in 
strengthening and building the 
muscles.” 

Miss Dorothy Brett, regis¬ 
tered occupational therapist at 
City-Counfy, is in charge of 
the program. She remarks that 
about- three-fourths of the pa¬ 
tients in the ward take part in 
the program. 

“We have no flexible funds 
for our operations and the mon¬ 
ey contributed by Convair em¬ 
ployees will do wonders for us 
during the anticipated polio 
outbreak that comes in the late 
spring and early summer 
months,” she said. 

“Our patients send their 
deepest thanks to all who made 
the money possible.” 


Speed ’Blasts' 

Here to Stay 

Don’t be disappointed if you 
missed the supersonic “blasts” 
heard recently by some residents 
of Fort Worth. Chances are you’ll 
have plenty of opportunities to 
hear the same thing in the future. 

That was the indication this 
week by E. B. Maske, Jr., chief 
of aerodynamics at Convair FW, 
and P. A. 'Audano, aerodynamics 
group engineer. 

“The public may as well get 
accustomed to these blasts,” these 
two specialists stated. “With more 
and more airplanes flying at sup¬ 
ersonic speeds, the explosion-like 
noises will probably become com¬ 
monplace in the next few years.” 

That doesn’t mean, however, 
that life will be just one jet blast 
after another, they hasten to add. 

Actually, circumstances have to 
be just right for the sound to be' 
heard at all. In the first place, 
the noise occurs only during 
transition from a speed less than 
that of sound to a speed greater 
than that of sound. 

Secondly, the noise doesn’t go 
out in all directions from the 
airplane. It only travels in a 
forward direction. So, in most 
instances, the blast can be heard 
only when a plane passes the 
sonic barrier while it is in a dive. 
If it’s at an extremely high alti¬ 
tude, it may not be heard at all. 

Most people never know they’ve 
heard a supersonic blast, since 
the sound doesn’t reach their ears 
until after the airplane has passed 
by. 

For that reason, they don’t at¬ 
tribute the noise to the airplane. 

Incidentally, the pilot cannot 
hear the blast, although he’s prob¬ 
ably aware that it’s occurring 
since he knows when he’s flying 
at supersonic speeds. 


Lunchtime Class in 
Shorthand Offered 

Stenographers and secretaries 
at Convair FW who wish to im¬ 
prove their shorthand are invited 
to attend a series of lunch-period 
practice sessions offered by the 
training section. 

Scheduled to meet Tuesday and 
Thursday beginning April 14, the 
sessions are offered strictly on a 
volunteer basis. The meetings 
will continue for eight weeks. 

No grades will be recorded and 
no required work will be turned 
in, Training Specialist Bert Lam¬ 
bert announced. Those attending 
will be given time to eat their 
lunch before the classes begin. 
Transcription will be done on the 
individual’s own time. 

Those interested in attending 
the classes may contact Lambert 
at the training section, ext. 5245. 


Tour Convair Plant 

Twenty - five future industrial 
engineers- 1 —members of the senior 
class at Texas A & M College— 
took a look at industrial engineer¬ 
ing operations and toured Con- 
vair’s Fort Worth Division March 
30. 

The students were on an annual 
spring field trip under the super¬ 
vision of instructors in the indus¬ 
trial engineering department at 
A & M. 

While at Convair FW, the stu¬ 
dents heard talks by John Ringo, 
chief industrial - engineer; Lee 
Barnett, assistant chief tool engi¬ 
neer, and Paul Robin, indirect 
methods supervisor. Chief guide 
for the plant tour was Carl Locke, 
supervisor of direct methods. 


if CctuJaitietlf if 
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FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; W. B. Weickersheimmer, Meg Bannister. 


N.A.C.A. Publishes 

National recognition for. Con¬ 
vair FW’s R. W. Harwell, ac¬ 
counting supervisor, was received 
recently with the publication of 
one of his articles in the National 
Association of Cost Accountants 
Bulletin. 

Harwell, a director of the local 
chapter of N.A.C.A., submitted 
the published article on “Contract 
Auditing Takes a New Turn.” 
Two previous articles by Har¬ 
well have been published in the 
N.A.C.A. Bulletin and won for 
him the Lybrand certificate of 
merit. 



General Dynamics Purchases 
Large Block of Convair Stock 


PAYOFF—From B. G. Reed, assistant FW Division manager, R. 
W. Finley (Dept. 27-9), A. C. Hicks (Dept. 27-1) and J. D. Steele, 
Jr., (Dept. 4-1) receive Employee Suggestion checks. All were for 
awards of at least $100. (Story on page 4.) 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Known by U.S. Navy submariners 
as “E.B.,” the concern is described 
in a recent Fortune article as “a 
tough old sea dog that has man¬ 
aged to survive as the only pri¬ 
vate producer of submarines in 
the U.S.” During World War II 
“E.B.” turned out more subma¬ 
rines from its Groton, Conn., yard 
than any Navy yard and more 
than all other private yards com¬ 
bined. 

Of particular significance to 
Convair people is that it was 
“E.B.” that was chosen to build 
the hull for the first nuclear 
powered submarine (the Nau¬ 
tilus, whose keel was laid June 
14, 1952), just as it was Con¬ 
vair that was chosen to build 
the airframe for America’s first 
atomic-powered airplane (Con- 
vairiety, Sept. 12, 1951). 

However, General Dynamics al¬ 
so has a major interest in aircraft 
in addition to the recently ac¬ 
quired position with Convair. 
Since 1947, as the parent company 
of Canadair, Limited, of Montreal, 
General Dynamics has played an 
important role in the aircraft 


industry of North America. Can¬ 
adair (which built PBYs in the 
early ’40s) is the largest aircraft 
manufacturer in Canada with an 
outstanding record in producing 
the “Canadair 4” and “North 
Star” four-engine transports, F- 
86E “Sabre Jet” fighters and 
T-33' “Silver 'Star” jet training 
planes. Also, Canadair is now 
prepared for production of T-36 
trainer transports for the USAF. 

Currently Canadair is reported 
to employ approximately 14,000 
while Electric Boat employs about 
7,500. 

Hopkins (California born) is 
described by Fortune as “more 
the .administrator than the indus¬ 
trialist.” A successful practicing 
lawyer in New York, he served 
as a special assistant to the Sec¬ 
retary of. the Treasury in the 
early ’30s” and joined the board 
of Electric Boat in 1937. After 
Pearl Harbor, he became an active 
vice president and in 1947 was 
named president. 

General Dynamics, as the par¬ 
ent company of Electric Boat and 
Canadair, .was formed in Febru¬ 
ary of 1952 with Hopkins as 
president. 

★ 


Odium, Hopkins, McNarney Say 


(Continued from Page 1) 
by this new relationship. Mr. 
Hopkins has assured me of his 
confidence in the policies, pro¬ 
grams, and personnel at Convair 
and of his intention that they be 
continued as heretofore. 

“As Atlas Corp. passes from 
active participation in Convair 
affairs, I believe it is fitting to 
call attention to the tremendous 
contributions to the company 
made by Mr. Odium and members 
of his organization. Their keen 


foresight and wise administration 
literally breathed new life into 
Convair, opening up new vistas 
and pointing the way to Convair’s 
present commanding position in 
the aircraft industry. 

“The same team that—with At¬ 
las calling the plays—made such 
giant strides in advanced air¬ 
craft and missile designs, and 
such remarkable accomplishments 
in low cost production, remains 
intact. With such a team, Con¬ 
vair’s future is as bright as its 
recent past.” 


New Research Group Formed at Fort Worth 
To Evaluate Aerial Weapons Systems 


A new function was added to 
the engineering department at 
Convair FW this month with the 
establishment of an operations 

B-36s Cruise Close 
to Atom Explosion 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Force revealed that the B-36s 
used in the test came from vari¬ 
ous Strategic Air Command bases 
around the country. After the 
test, all were flown to Carsweil 
Air Force Base, Texas, home of 
the 19th Air Division. 

Commenting on the flight, an 
Air Force official remarked: 

“We want the lead crews of 
bombers which might some day 
be involved in a real atomic 
operation to know at first hand 
what a blast is like.” 

“We want to make sure that 
they don’t suffer from buck fever, 
and that they don’t get so fasci¬ 
nated with the temptation to 
watch the flash that they are 
blinded. We plan the same sort 
of training for crews of other 
planes at later dates.” 

While the Air Force did not 
disclose how close the planes flew 
to the low level (300-foot) blast, 
the big bombers were reported 
near enough to get a good jolt 
from the shock waves. 


research group under J. O. May- 
hugh to evaluate large scale aer¬ 
ial weapons systems, according 
to J. W. Larson, chief engineer. 

A new field of applied science, 
operations research is being ap¬ 
plied more and more extensively 
in industry as a profession com¬ 
parable to engineering, Larson 
explained. 

At Convair, the operations re¬ 
search group studies the effec¬ 
tiveness of aircraft systems as 
currently operated or as they 
are intended to be operated by 
customer personnel. 

“The group is responsible for 
recommending improved use and 
operation of the equipment as a 
means of assuring most favorable 
performance of the aircraft and 
maximum utilization of its spe¬ 
cialized equipment,” Larson said. 

“In addition, they work with 
the customer in establishing the 
requirements for our future prod¬ 
ucts.” 

Typical problems which may 
arise in evaluating a weapons 
system include survival probabili¬ 
ties in a combat operation, de¬ 
tection probabilities of a given 
radar, statistical error analysis 
of electronic equipment and con¬ 
struction of mathematical models 
of a combat situation for deter¬ 
mining strategies, Larson pointed 
out. 
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T-29 Fuselages Make First Flights' by Trailer to Plant 1 San Diego 




VANISHING FUSELAGE—As far as most of Plant 2 at San Diego is concerned, 
T-29 fuselages are "here today and gone tomorrow." Completed hulls usually are 
transferred to Plant I on third shift. Recently, however, a "maverick" made trip in 


daytime and this is how it looked. Moved out of building by overhead crane,* 
fuselage was gently lowered to special trailer. (Latter, incidentally, is World War II 
veteran that was adapted for this special job.) 


PILOT—John B. (Tex) Tyler, veteran SD Trans¬ 
portation driver, handles his tractor-trailer rig 
as easily—and probably much more surely— 
that you handle family sedan. 






DOUBLE DEALING—Although "cameras don’t lie," this one stretched truth a bit. SD Lensman Bob Herr¬ 
mann made two shots of T-29 fuselage as it crossed overpass en route to Plant I and Convairiety’s picture editor 
succumbed to temptation to superimpose. Transportation's R. W. Tate is flagging traffic in foreground. Trip is 
usually made at night when highway is less congested with other vehicles. 



END OF THE LINE—Arrived at Plant I, truck, trailer and T-29 fuselage skirt 
Lindbergh Field and arrive opposite center of Building 4. Now comes more diffi¬ 
cult part. Driver Tyler, with some slight help from sidelines, backs his load into 


building where it will join T-29 line and eventually emerge looking like T-29 which 
appears in foreground of two of these photos. (If you don't think it takes skill to 
maneuver such a trailer backwards, try it some time—with plenty of insurance.) 


Pomona Civil Defense Aides Get 
Tips From Other Divisions 


'Bigger the Easier / Says SD Driver 
After Piloting T-29 on First Hop 


Utilization of Convair San 
Diego and Fort Worth civil de¬ 
fense experience will probably 
reduce by several months the 
time required to get a civil de¬ 
fense program into operation at 
Convair Pomona, R. S. Benton, 
chief of Industrial Security, said 
last week. 

“Because of the complexity of 
any civil defense plan, months are 
required to put a program on a 
working basis," Benton said. 

“Personnel must be trained in 
a multitude of duties, supervisory 
positions must be filled, and an 
overall control plan must be de¬ 
veloped. But by using portions 
of the San Diego and Fort Worth 
programs we hope to eliminate 
much of the 'hit or miss' tactics 
which naturally would be present 
if we were starting from scratch." 

After spending three days at 
Convair San Diego last month 
making a brief but comprehensive 
survey of the Civil Defense pro¬ 
gram there, M. F. “Jack" Plet- 
cher, recently appointed Convair 
Pomona CD coordinator, indi¬ 
cated that he will recommend 
many of the ideas he acquired 
during the visit for adoption at 
Pomona. 

“I was amazed at the thorough¬ 
ness with which Frank Merritt 
(chief of SD Industrial Security) 
and Loren Howard (SD Civil De¬ 
fense coordinator) have explored 
every angle of Civil Defense, and 
at the master plan they have for¬ 
mulated," Pletcher said. 

Due to basic differences in 


plant layout, size of employment, 
construction of buildings, etc., the 
entire San Diego civil defense 
system could not be readily adopt¬ 
ed at Pomona, Pletcher said. 

Although the civil defense pro¬ 
gram at Pomona is still less than 
a month old, and a definite plan 
has not^ yet been adopted, Plet¬ 
cher believes that—as at Fort 
Worth and San Diego—guard and 
fire departments will be the 
nucleus around which the system 
is built. 


AF Officers Leave 
After Year at FW 

Convair FW bid adieu this 
month to two Air Force officers 
who have studied the division 
from the ground up during a 
year's assignment at FW. 

Lt. Col. Guy Stallings and Maj. 
Paul Oliver were completing stage 
B in the Air Force Institute 
of Technology course, a year's 
training with an industrial or¬ 
ganization. 

“Maj. Oliver and I would like 
to express our appreciation to 
everyone at Convair FW for their 
help," Col. Stallings said. 


“It just looks hard," John B. 
Tyler of SD Transportation 
claimed recently after backing 
a trailer loaded with a T-29 fuse¬ 
lage into Building 4 at San Diego. 

(He had only a foot or so of 
clearance, but he hit the entrance 
dead center on the first try!) 

“Actually, I'd rather handle a 
big trailer like this.,one than a 
smaller type. The longer they 
are, the easier they are to 
handle." 

Tyler is one of four drivers at 
San Diego qualified to handle 
the “big rigs." (The others are 
Thomas Ganger, Clyde Swartz- 
fager and Ray Mulanax.) Tyler 
himself has been driving trucks 
since he was big enough to get 
behind a wheel and he claims he 
feels little difference between 
driving his own family car and 
his Convair truck, even though 
the latter is equipped to produce 


Industrial Guidance 
Methods Described 

Successful guidance methods 
employed by industry were de¬ 
tailed by Charles A. Glauber, 
Convair FW training specialist, 
in an article in the March issue 
of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals. 

Prior to joining Convair in 
July, 1951, Glauber was a Dallas 
public school teacher. He is a 
graduate of St. Louis University, 
Mo., and Southern Methodist Uni¬ 
versity, where he earned a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in 1949. 


ten different speeds ahead. 

“A short trailer is very sensi¬ 
tive when you're backing up. A 
long one is easier because it 
swings more gradually and that 
gives you time to compensate be¬ 
fore you are badly off line." 

A native of Arkansas, Tyler 
broke into the trucking business 
out of Little Rock. He once drove 
all alone to San Francisco, haul¬ 
ing—of all things—a load of 
antique furniture! 

After a six-year hitch in the 
Navy, during which he saw duty 
aboard a cargo ship in the South 
Pacific, Tyler worked at the 
former Destroyer Base at San 
Diego and joined Convair in June 
of 1950. 



“From this comes the chicken 
—and then it starts all over 
again." 



GETTING POINTERS—M. F. Pletcher, Civil Defense coordinator 
at Pomona, right, gets inside dope from Loren Howard, his opposite 
i number at San Diego. Pletcher recently inspected SD equipment 
I and program. 














































































Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


April 8, 1953 



Russian' Wrestler, Four Feet Ten, 
Revealed as San Diego Riveter 


FLUENT—Snooks, talented Budgie belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kuhles of Convair SD, talks 
most when against a mirror. Even with strangers he is friendly and is liable to climb a pants leg 
(center) like a telephone lineman scaling a pole. Although he declined to perform for camera, Snooks 

has been known to go straight down into a goblet to drink. Once he fell into fish bowl trying to touch "noses" with 
goldfish, found he liked it, later swam across. 

Wanted: Feathered Translator 

Pity Poor Snooks! He Talks up a Storm 
But it Leaves Other Parakeets Cold 


Although he has been a wres¬ 
tling fan for years, Convair San 
Diego’s John C. Dominguez, Jr., 
had never thought of entering a 
ring until about four months ago. 

Now he’s well on his way to¬ 
ward becoming a feature attrac¬ 
tion as a midget wrestler. 

“I didn’t know anything about 
wrestling when I started, but my 
manager is also a wrestler and 
he taught me enough to have my 
first match only three weeks after 
I. started working out,” Domin¬ 
guez says. “He tells me I’m doing 
all right.” 

Dominguez is billed as “Tom 
Thumb Kamaroff,” and he always 
wears a Russian-type tunic when 
entering the ring. He is a native 
of San Diego, but on wrestling 
programs he is usually listed as 
coming from Budapest, Hungary, 
and sometimes from Detroit, 
Mich. 

In his short career Dominguez 
has already appeared in matches 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Yuma and 


Somerton, Ariz. Once—at Las 
Vegas—he appeared in a special 
event with Pee Wee Gonzales 
on the same card with Jim Lon- 
dos, one of wrestling’s all-time 
greats. 

Gonzales, incidentally, is an in¬ 
spector for another San Diego 
aircraft company and has been 
Dominguez’ opponent in all of his 
matches to date. 

Dominguez and Gonzales work 
out each day, except on the day 
before a match, at the Service 
YMCA in San Diego. Recently 
they staged an exhibition there 
for servicemen, and they are plan¬ 
ning to have similar exhibitions 
periodically in the future. 

At Convair Dominguez is a 
riveter on center sections in the 
wing bucks in Dept. 225. He has 
been with the company for a year 
and three months. 

Dominguez is 25 years old, is 
married and has a .six-months-old 
daughter. He weighs 118 pounds, 
and stands four feet ten. 


Parakeet owners who labor to 
teach their birds to say a few 
words of English can shed a few 
tears for Snooks. 

Snooks, as a parakeet, is in a 
bad way. He has so mastered the 
language that English is about 
all he can talk. His accomplish¬ 
ment is inclined to make him a 
puzzled and frustrated bird. 

Snooks is a year and a half old. 
His owners, Mr. and M^s. Frank 
Kuhles (Kuhles is in Dept. 22-1 
at SD) estimate his English vo¬ 
cabulary at about 100 words. 
When he cuddles up to his mate, 
Susie, he is liable to say: 

“Hello, Snoozie! You’re a sweet 
little bird. Do you want to kiss 
me? Daddy’s little darling!” 

Meanwhile, Susie in all likeli¬ 
hood is giving him a look that 
can only mean: 

“How long you been in this 


country, bub? You can’t even 
speak Parakeet! What a jerk. Go 
back to Ellis Island.” 

Snooks’ reply could easily be 
another part of his repertoire, ut¬ 
tered in hurt dignity: 

“Oh, you stinker!” 

Mrs. Kuhles, who shared the 
burden of language instruction, 
says she had Snooks talking in 
90 days and since then has gradu¬ 
ally added new words and 
phrases. It is definitely on the 
up-and-up. A Convairiety staff 
writer and photographer spent 15 
minutes alone \£ith the bird and 
he performed without coaching. 
(The staffer can’t testify to the 
total number of words, known, 
however.) 

There is a generally accepted 
theory among parakeet fans 
that birds are less inclined to 
learn English when allowed to 
fraternize with others of their 
kind. The Kuhles are out to 


give this theory a practical 
test. 

“We feel sure that English is 
so deeply ingrained in Snooks 
that he’ll never forget it com¬ 
pletely, though maybe he’ll be¬ 
come bi-lingual!” Kuhles chuckled. 
“We are hoping that he will teach 
the other birds!” 

Incidentally, Kuhles found the 
bird a welcome diversion recently 
while confined to his home. He 
was severely shaken up and his 
feet bruised when he made a 100- 
yard dash to save his automobile. 
A runaway truck had smacked 
into the rear of his car in front 
of his home and both were in dan¬ 
ger of running down a steep in¬ 
cline when Kuhles, running over 
stones in stocking feet, managed 
to halt them. 

As for Snooks,. Mrs. Kuhles 
admits that the bird “talks up a 
storm” and “can almost outtalk 
me, and that is saying a lot!” 


Designing Championship Model Planes 
Leads Pomona Man to World of Art 


Model airplane designing and 
abstract painting may be totally 
unrelated subjects to the average 
person, but to Convair Pomona’s 
Denny Davis they go together 
like ham and eggs. 

For Davis, a former San Diego 
State College art student and 
winner of a baker’s half-dozen 
national and international free 
flight model airplane titles, says 
he is now making good use of the 
experience and ideas he acquired 
in 10 years of building prize¬ 
winning models by applying them 
to his paintings. 

“Things I learned while 
working with models—model 
planes, that is—such as aero¬ 
dynamic principles, concepts of 
configuration and a feeling for 
form, all have had a strong in¬ 
fluence on my paintings,” Davis 
says. “Abstract art doesn’t 
consist of pictures of commonly 
known objects, but is more a 
representation of the artist’s 
ideas in form and color.” 

Davis first became interested 
in model building when he was 
15, got his father interested, and 
together they opened a model 
shop in connection with his 
father’s auto repair business in 
Amarillo, Tex. Although Denny 
qualified for the national contest 
by winning in regional meets in 
1941, the family moved to San 
Diego and he wasn’t able to at¬ 
tend. His interest in model planes 
remained high throughout the 
following years, but a three-year 
hitch as an aviation machinist 
mate in the Navy' kept Denny 
from active participation until 
1946, and it wasn’t until the fol¬ 
lowing year that he finally came 
into his own as a modeler. 

Oddly enough his father, 
Frank A. Davis (formerly with 
Convair SD) won an international 
free flight title before Denny hit 
his stride. 

Once started, however, Denny 


made up for lost time. He won 
second place in the national meet 
in 1947, but his planes were worn 
out by the time he reached the 
international contest. 

The following year he won two 
first places at the national—and 
received nation-wide publicity 
when his plane became the first 
free flight model ever to carry 
U. S. mail—and a first place at 
the international. A manufacturer 
adapted his prize-winning plane, 
which he designed and built him¬ 
self, to kit form that year, and 
the kits are still available in 
practically every model store in 
the country. 

In 1949 he won a national and 
two international titles, and set 
a world free flight record for 
model planes. A national maga¬ 
zine featured the plans and de¬ 
sign of his now-famous plane. 
The following year he again won 
the national, but was disqualified 
at the international by a ruling 
prohibiting anyone over 21 years 
from participating. 

During that time—from 1946 


to 1949—Denny was enrolled as 
an art student at San Diego 
State, and since 1950 his painting 
has been taking up more and 
more of his spare time. Although 
he says he is still an amateur at 
painting, his works have been ex¬ 
hibited at several places including 
the art marts in Balboa Park and 
at the San Diego County Fair, 
and he has sold several small 
pictures. 

“Now I work second shift so 
I can have more daylight hours 
to spend with my painting, but 
I still spend my weekends—or a 
part of them—flying models and 
helping out with model meets in 
Southern California,” Davis says. 
“At present I’m experimenting 
with colors and new mediums— 
like mixing wax, ‘tempora’ and 
water colors.” 

At present Davis has one burn¬ 
ing ambition—to visit Paris, 
France. 

“I’d like to fly a model air¬ 
plane across the Seine River, 
then sit down and paint the 
river,” he says. 



HEY REFEREE!—John Dominguez Jr. (Dept. 225 SD), a "Tom 
Thumb" wrestler (four feet, 10 inches; weighty I 18) picks on someone 
NOT his own size in person of Gene "Tiny" Brisbane of same de¬ 
partment (six feet I */ 2 inches; 290 pounds). Inset shows Doming.uez 
as he looks entering ring in Russian costume. He fights under name 
of "Kamaroff." 


Employee Suggesters at FW 
Hit Jackpot Again With Ideas 


Three more Convair FW em¬ 
ployees have “hit the jackpot” 
for sizeable Employee Suggestion 
awards as result of ideas recently 
approved and installed, according 
to Roy Crabtree, assistant super¬ 
visor of the cost reduction section. 

They are J. D. Steel, Jr., Dept. 
4, and A. C. Hicks and R. W. 



PLANES AND ART—Convair Pomona's Denny Davis combines the two and finds aircraft studies 
have had effect upon his paintings. He is former national and international model airplane winner. 


1 Finley, both of Dept. 27. 

Steel scored on his recommen¬ 
dation for purchasing 48 by 124- 
inch Alclad sheets instead of the 
48 by 144-inch sheets as in the 
past. 

They will effect a 60 per cent 
reduction in salvage material and 
amount to a yearly savings of 
$2,695, Crabtree pointed out. For 
his idea, Steel received an ESP 
award of $100. 

Hicks’ proposal provides for a 
functional testing unit for check¬ 
ing thermocouples, thermal 
switches and fire detectors which 
is not only more efficient, but 
which will effect a yearly labor 
savings of $2,629. For his sug¬ 
gestion, he received an award of 
$135. 

Finley’s idea involved a revision 
of the field operations inspection 
log to condense inspection func¬ 
tions, Crabtree reported. 

For eliminating certain phases 
of inspection and thus reducing 
the number of individual inspec¬ 
tion stampings required to pro¬ 
cess, an airplane through Depts. 
60, 62, 75 and 76, Finley received 
an award amounting to $185. 

The net savings on his idea for 
the first year will total $5,448. 
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Blood Gifts 
at FW Climb 
to 5,584 Pints 

Convair FW employees brought 
their blood donation totals to 
5,584 pints March 19 when sec¬ 
ond shift employees added 261 
pints. 

The blood, donated for use of 
our fighting forces through the 
bloodmobile of the North Texas 
National Defense Center, is re¬ 
ceived through volunteer contri¬ 
butions of employees. 

C. E. Watt, assistant super¬ 
intendent, coordinated the March 
19 visit for second shift em¬ 
ployees. 

First shift employees donated 
246 pints on the March 18 visit 
of the bloodmobile to the plant. 
The 5,584 pints were collected in 
25 visits to the plant, according 
to L. L. Turner, special assistant 
to the division manager. 


I.A.S. Meet April 16 
Open to All at FW 

Members of the Texas Section, 
Institute of the Aeronautical 
Sciences, will hear Gus Erickson, 
director of engineering for Temco 
Aircraft Corp., April 16, when 
they convene at the Naval Air 
Station, Dallas, Tex. 

The dinner meeting, slated for 
6:30 p.m. at the Commissioned 
Officers Mess, will be open to all 
Convair FW employees interest¬ 
ed, according to W. A. Clegern, 
FW flight test supervisor and 
chairman of the Texas Section, 
IAS. Deadline for reservations is 
April 12. Reservations are made 
by calling Jack Wurtz at ext. 
5130 or 5231. 


AT THE CONTROLS—Engineers Tom Delk and Bob Boone at 
Convair Daingerfield are shown before complicated control panel 
of supersonic wind tunnel which tests new high-speed designs. 

Push-Button Methods' Mark Study 
Of High Speeds at Daingerfield 


Aviation enthusiasts and 
science fiction fans know the 
guided missile as a weapon of 
the future, a development of a 
“push button” era yet to come. 

But models of these revolution¬ 
ary weapons “fly” often in a 
modern supersonic wind tunnel 
operated by Convair for the Navy 
at Daingerfield Division. 

In keeping with the advanced 
nature of the models, the wind 
tunnel itself is modern in every 
respect. Vast amounts of aero¬ 
dynamic data are taken speedily 
and efficiently on instruments de¬ 
veloped at the laboratory. The 
wind tunnel is truly a “push but¬ 
ton” installation. 

When the model has been 
properly .aligned in the airstream 


UNMATCHED!—Convair's matchless bomber, the B-36, is shown 
here made of matches by A/3c Frank Orr of Rapid City AFB. 

21,500 Match Sticks Used to Make 
Exact Replica of Convair B-36 


How many penny matches does 
it take to build a B-36? 

Convairiety was able to locate 
only one man known to be an 
authority on the subject. He’s 
A/3c Frank Orr of Rapid City 
Air Force Base, South Dakota, 
who estimates: five dozen car¬ 
tons of penny matches. 

Broken down further, that 
would be about 600 boxes or 
approximately 21,500 individual 
matches. 

Airman Orr qualifies as an 
authority for he recently com¬ 
pleted a model B-36 constructed 
almost entirely of wooden match¬ 
es. Those who have seen the 
model are quick to remark that 
it is almost an exact replica of 
the Convair-built bomber down 
to several intricate working parts. 

Orr’s creation took him about 
four and one-half months of spare 
time work to complete. He made 
the frame outline from scraps of 
cigar boxes and covered this with 
a very thin sheet of banana skin 
paper. The individual matches 
are glued to the paper with 
ordinary cement. 

Every match was struck and 
then quickly extinguished. Almost 
every one had to be sanded to 
make them flexible enough to fit 
the contours of the B-36. 

Windows and sighting blisters 
are made of thin plastic which 
was heated and then shaped to 
size. Props are made of whittled- 


down ice cream bar sticks and 
actually revolve on their spindles. 

The landing gear is retractable 
and operates on a rubber band 
controlled by a button beneath 
the fuselage. 

“The fact that Airman Orr 
constructed the model without an 
accurate scale makes it even more 
outstanding,” says A. C. Palguta, 
Convair field engineer in charge 
at Rapid City AFB. 


by remotely controlled devices, a 
button is pressed which sets off 
a chain of automatic events. 
First, automatic strain gauge in¬ 
dicators record data from gauges 
located on the model. These 
“raw” data are then listed on a 
sheet of paper and punched into 
IBM cards. From here the data 
progresses along a cable to an 
IBM Card Programmed Calcula¬ 
tor which reduces it to the point 
where engineers are able to inter¬ 
pret the data. This information 
is printed in a matter of seconds 
after it is read from gauges 
on the model. It is complete ex¬ 
cept for a few corrections which 
are applied after the test is run. 

This technique of almost in¬ 
stantaneous data reduction has 
been recently applied to pressure 
data taken from missile and air¬ 
craft models (Convairiety, Feb. 
25, 1953). 

Since the data are available im¬ 
mediately, design engineers can 
evaluate the effects of model 
changes while the test is in prog¬ 
ress and need not waste valuable 
tunnel time on ideas that prove 
unsuccessful. This system is in 
sharp contrast to the methods of 
the past when data were recorded 
by hand on a single strain gauge 
indicator and from manometer 
boards. 

Most of the equipment was de¬ 
signed and built at the laboratory 
since devices of this kind are not 
available commercially. Current¬ 
ly, the Daingerfield laboratory is 
considered among the outstanding 
installations of its kind in the 
country. 


San Diego Couple 
Wed in Hollywood 

Jean Cary, Dept. 9—Accounts 
Payable, and James Everett Hen¬ 
derson, Dept. 9—Timekeeping 
(both Convair San Diego), were 
married March 21 at the First 
Methodist Church in Hollywood. 

After a two-weeks’ wedding 
trip to Los Angeles and Palm 
Springs, Mr. and Mrs. Henderson 
are making their home at 3503 
Yosemite in Crown Point (Pacific 
Beach). 


*Up* in the World 

Boyhood Pastime Continued 
as FW Man Clowns on Stilts 

Lots of men never outgrow their boyhood hobbies. 
Some become model railroad enthusiasts. Others fly model 
airplanes. 

But J. L. Lynch of Convair FW Dept. 94 has clung to 
an unusual boyhood pastime which he’s turned into an 
avocation. 

Lynch walks on stilts. Not the 
kind that youngsters use. Those 
e waist high and can be 
manipulated with the hands. 

Lynch’s stilts are the professional 
tail-man” stilts familiar among 
carnival people. 

The Convair man is often called 
upon to don his stilts and spec¬ 
tacular clown garb to “ballyhoo” 
special attractions such as road 
shows, night club acts, etc. 

Lynch began his hobby several 
years ago when he was with the 
Gainesville Community Circus. 

“The trapeze was my specialty 
then, but I haven’t attempted it 
for the past few years,” he re¬ 
ports. Clowning is his first love 
now. 

Lynch reports that two hours 
is the maximum time that he can 
walk around on the specially- 
made stilts, although with only 
an hour’s rest he can return for 
a second stint. The maximum he’s 
ever worn them in one day was 
five hours. 

The stilts are made of white 
pine turned on a lathe. They 
strap on below the knee and have 
a foot rest and a second strap 
over the instep which make them 
fit even more securely. The foot 
itself is made of rigid reinforced 
steel. 

“Of course, you don’t have the 
confidence in this kind of stilt 
that you do on the longer kind,” 
he points out. 

Lynch’s greatest fear atop the 
stilts is falling through a plate 
glass window. For that reason 
he’s always careful to walk on 
the edge of the sidewalk when 
he’s near a building. 

However, in many years of 
stilt-walking, Lynch has had only 
one fall. It resulted in a sprained 
wrist and bruised knee. 

“Walking on stilts is much the 
same as skating,” he explains. 

“You keep your weight forward 
so if you lose your balance, you’ll 
fall forward and break your fall 
with your hands. 

“If I ever did start to fall back¬ 
ward,” he adds, “I’d try to spin 
around before I hit the ground.” 

Lynch began stilt-walking in 
a sawdust ring at Gainesville and 
later “graduated” to hard-top 
asphalt and concrete surfaces. 

In order , to mount his stilts, he 
merely climbs to a suitable 
height—sometimes the top of a 
car— and straps the stilts to his 
legs. A helping hand is always 
welcome, but he can manage alone 
when necessary. 

In making an appearance, he 
has to allow at least 30 minutes 
to get dressed and properly made 
up. Except for the grease paint, 
he’s still the same person who 
used to hobble around the block 
on home-made stilts as a young¬ 
ster—only now it is big time! 






I 




WHICH TWIN?—"Womanless Style Show" sponsored by West 
Side Kiwanis at Fort Worth recently featured stylish number at left 
who might have been recognized as Gus Green (right), FW's chief 
of service engineering. Show was for benefit of underprivileged 
children 


Columbia Grad of 17 
Honored at San Diego 

When San Diego State College 
inaugurates Dr. Malcolm A. Love 
as its fourth president May 10, 
Convair San Diego’s Victor Bar¬ 
ton (Dept. 9-9) will represent 
Columbia University’s president, 
Dr. Grayson Kirk, in the aca¬ 
demic procession. 

Barton, an engineering gradu¬ 
ate in the class of 1917, was se¬ 
lected when the Columbia presi¬ 
dent found he would be unable to 
attend. Barton represents his 
class in Columbia’s Society of 
Older Graduates, and was instru¬ 
mental last year in organizing 
the San Diego Chapter of the 
Columbia Alumni Association. 

As Columbia is one of the na¬ 
tion’s oldest universities, Barton 
will be near the head of the.aca¬ 
demic procession. (Placement in 
the procession is based on the age 
of the college or university repre¬ 
sented.) 


ON UP AND UP—J. h Lynch 
(Dept. 94 FW) demonstrates gim¬ 
mick which makes him between 
II and 12 feet tall. He dons 
stilts and costume as ballyhoo 
stunt. Note where he towers in 
comparison to B-36 jet pod. Be¬ 
low he shows what's inside long 
trousers. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organizations of new 
activities.) 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. • 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play from 7:30 to 10 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays at W. C. Stripling Junior High gymnasium. Annual 
plant-wide championships starting April 14. 

BALLROOM DANCE—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. New teen-age 
dance class starts April 18. Classes to meet on Saturday mornings with instructors 
from Arthur Murray’s Studio. Ten sessions of one hour each for $5. 

BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284. Home phone WI-4788. Rehearsals 
at 7:15 p.m. each Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, Phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, phone SU-6921. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Second shift, W. D. Martin, 
ext. 6161. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Regular sessions at 7:30 
p.m. each Friday at CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Second shift, J. D. Goodman, 
ext. 7188. Regular meeting, 10 a.m. April 13, CRA Center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 
11:45 a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50-foot 
aisle, Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Production of “Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,” 8 p.m. April 9-11 and April 16-18, CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Monthly and quarterly fishing 
contests under way. Register weight of fish by last day of month at CRA office. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Activity under way during 
lunch periods. Departmental play-offs for spring singles tournament scheduled to 
st&rt this W66k. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. No skating for i*ext two 
weeks. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. Spring training 
under way f6‘r Arlington Heights, Ridglea, White Settlement and River Oaks. For 
details call CRA office, ext. 5141. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 5138. Meetings at 
7:30 p.m. each Tuesday at CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial each Wednesday. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shabkelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays 
at CRA Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Dancing every 
Monday at Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th and Harrington. Beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Advanced, 8 to 10 p.m. New Beginners’ class scheduled April 13. 

STAMP & COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meetings for 
both groups, 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—Lucky Sawamura, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play during lunch 
periods at plant and at 7:30 p.m. April 14 and 19. 

TENNIS-—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 10 p.m. at Forest Park tennis courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—W. B. Roberson, commissioner, ext. 2127. Play from 7 to 
9:30 p.m. each Monday at Ernest Parker Junior High gymnasium, 1015 South 
Jennings. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Activity 
during lunch periods only. 

Daingerfield Activities 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

GOLF—L. F. Miller, commissioner, ext. 377. 

HORSESHOES—C. A. Williams, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328 or 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PING PONG—A. L. Taylor, commissioner, ext. 368. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Model Airplane Club Sets 
Organizational Meeting 


Convair employees and their 
families interested in participat¬ 
ing in a CRA Model Airplane club 
are invited to attend an organiza¬ 
tional meeting at 7:30 p.m. April 
16 at the CRA Center. 

The organization has received 
approval from the CRA Council 
as a new activity. Appointment of 
a commissioner and allocation of 
a budget will be completed in the 
near future. 

In the meantime, R. J. Heist, 
Dept. 24-8, and E. E. Scott, Dept. 
24-1, are sparking activities; 


Heist and Scott have promised 
that those who attend the April 
16 meeting will get right down to 
the business of building model air¬ 
planes. 

Election of officers and other 
business will be postponed until 
the third or fourth meeting, after 
members have had a chance to be¬ 
come acquainted. 

It is anticipated that the club 
will concentrate on control-line 
craft in a program aimed primari¬ 
ly for beginners. Youths from the 
ages of 6 to 16 are particularly 
invited to take part in the activity. 




SHOW MUST GO ON—CRA Playhouse at Convair FW was mad¬ 
house with construction of new stage and rehearsals for Wing and 
Masque Players production of "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" under way 
simultaneously this week. Technicians Bob Attelsey and Fay Wirtn 
work away while Roger Bock and Paula Heywood use makeshift 
props to run through lines. 


Drama Group Tackles Most 
Ambitious Show in "Abe" 


CRA’s Wing and Masque Play¬ 
ers at Convair FW were due to 
open their most ambitious dram¬ 
atic undertaking tomorrow night 
(April 9) at CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Drive. 

The little theater groups pres¬ 
entation of Robert Sherwood’s 
“Abe Lincoln in Illinois” will run 
April 9, 10 and 11 and April 16, 
17 and 18. 

Curtain time is 8 p.m. 

Featuring the largest cast ever 
used by the CRA group, “Abe” 
moves through the life of one of 
America’s best-loved men during 
the 30 years prior to the time he 
took, office as the sixteenth presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

The Players have been forced 
almost to rebuild the CRA Play¬ 
house from the ground up to dup¬ 
licate scenes from the early life 
of Lincoln. 

A complete stage has been built 
at one end of the Playhouse and 
the production will be staged in 
a conventional-type arena.* 

Technicians have constructed 
sets resembling a variety of loca¬ 
tions, ranging from a crude log 
cabin where Lincoln first learned 

Square Dance Lessons 
Slated For Beginners 

Announcement of a new 10- 
week series of square dance 
classes for beginners at Convair 
FW was made this week by CRA 
Commissioner Ross Carney. 

Classes will begin April 13 and 
meet from 7 to 8 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day night at Northside Recreation 
Building, 18th and Harringon. 
Music is furnished by the Denton 
Playboys. Carney will serve as in¬ 
structor. 

The first three classes will be 
devoted to instruction on basic 
movements, Carney said. 

All employees and their families 
are invited to attend. 


to read to an elegant mansion in 
the capitol of Illinois. 

Two of the most memorable 
scenes, take place near a covered 
wagon on the plains and from the 
rear of the train carrying Lin¬ 
coln to Washington for his inaug¬ 
uration. 

Roger Bock plays the part of 
Lincoln, while Paula Heywood 
portrays Ann Todd Lincoln. 

Jerry M. Ratliff, Dept. 29, is the 
director. 

Tickets are available at CRA of¬ 
fice. • _ 

Party Honoring CRA 
Set For April 24 

Convair will pay tribute to the 
leaders of its FW plant recreation¬ 
al program—the CRA employee 
council—April 24 when it stages 
a dinner-dance at Rivercrest 
Country Club at Fort Worth. 

The annual affair will be attend¬ 
ed by Gem Joseph T. McNarney, 
ret., Convair president, and other 
company officials both of Fort 
Worth and San Diego. 

FW Division Manager and Mrs. 
August C. Esenwein will be hosts. 

— t -:- 

FW Bowlers Set 
For ABC Tourney 

It was off to Chicago and the 
American Bowling Congress Tour¬ 
nament this week for 10 CRA 
bowlers from Convair FW. 

The national tournament, fea¬ 
turing 8,180 teams and a prize 
fund of approximately $593,860, 
attracts keglers from all parts of 
the country. 

The 10 bowlers will compete 
this weekend as two teams and as 
singles and doubles combinations. 

Entered as CRA Team No. 1 are 
A. J. Baskin, captain, W. S. Hen¬ 
derson, R. Behout, J. W. Harp- 
strite and W. Doom. 


Cat Baseball Tickets Go 


On Sale at Big 

“Take me out to the ball game.” 
That’s the watchword at Convair 
FW this week with the announce¬ 
ment that CRA will subsidize 
tickets to home baseball games 
played by the Fort Worth Cats. 

As part of its spring plant-wide 
recreational program, CRA is of¬ 
fering tickets to the. 77 home ap¬ 
pearances of the Texas League 
Cats at special bargain rates to 
employees. 

Extra-special bargains will pre¬ 
vail for 10 of those games with 
CRA offering reserved seat tick¬ 
ets to employees for only 50 cents 
each. 

Tickets to the remaining 67 
home games will be offered by 
CRA at a 25 per cent reduction 
in rates. 

“This is a part of our plant¬ 
wide spring program,” says CRA 
President Ike Pemberton. “The 


Saving 

bargain rates are being offered in 
an effort to reach the greatest 
number of people.” 

April 12, the first Texas League 
home game of the season for the 
Cats, will be the first special 
night. Tickets are on sale now at 
CRA office for that encounter. 

Friday, April 24, is the second 
special night. Additional special 
nights are May 10 and 24, June 
13, 21 and 27, July 25, and Aug. 
8 and 30. 

“CRA has attempted to select 
the best possible nights for these 
bargain rates,” Pemberton says. 
“We have several week-end games 
to benefit night shift employees 
and have selected double-headers 
and other special events for other 
games.” 

All seats included in CRA pur¬ 
chases are located in Section G at 
LaGrave Field, right behind third 
base. 


Pinkerton 
Is Bridge 
Club Prexy 

H. H. Pinkerton, Dept. 6 FW, 
has been elected president of the 
CRA Bridge club to serve for the 
coming year succeeding G. P. An¬ 
derson, Commissioner W. P. Eld¬ 
red announced this week. 

Other officers named at the 
March 27 election meeting include 
J. H. Smith, vice president; Tru¬ 
man Welborn, secretary-treasurer, 
and J. A. Payne, program chair¬ 
man. All are Dept. 6 employees ex¬ 
cept Payne, who is in Dept. 75. 

Also at the meeting, three 
forthcoming events were announc¬ 
ed for April. On April 10, an in¬ 
dividual “Calcutta” will be held 
at the CRA Center. This event will 
cause postponement of the regular 
monthly Master Point night to 
April 17. It also will be held at the 
CRA Center. 

The following night, April 18, 
CRA bridge fans will be host to a 
tournament for all bridge players 
in the Fort Worth-Dallas area. It 
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. at the 
CRA Center. 

CRA Views Plan 
To Lease Site 
at Benbrook 

“Exploratory talks” looking 
toward possibility of leasing 300 
acres of government-owned lake- 
front property on Benbrook Lake 
for CRA recreational activities 
were under way this week at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

The land, located on the new 
lake on the outskirts of Fort 
Worth, would be used for develop¬ 
ing a recreational area for all 
Convair employees and their fami¬ 
lies. 

Detailed plans for facilities at 
the site are still being made and 
will depend in part on the type of 
lease CRA could make with the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

However, facilities for a beach 
are deemed by the CRA Employee 
Council as being of prime import¬ 
ance. 

CRA has encountered difficulty 
in acquiring adequate swimming 
and picnicking areas for its 
members during the past few 
years due in part to the number of 
its members. 

The council has in mind a long- 
range program aimed at ultimate¬ 
ly providing various recreational 
facilties. 


Vacation Planning 
Service Is Ready 
For FW Travelers 

It’s vacation time again and 
Convair FW’s vacation planning 
service is ready to offer aid to em¬ 
ployees. 

Located in Personnel depart¬ 
ment, the vacation planning desk 
is open during lunch periods on 
Mondays and Wednesdays of each 
week, according to L. L. Jarl, em¬ 
ployee activities coordinator. 

“We have gathered material 
from a ‘In umber of outside sources 
to help plan all types of vacation,” 
Jarl says. “This includes trips 
within the United States and to 
foreign countries.” 

All types of vacation aids are 
available for use by employees, in¬ 
cluding those who plan to go by 
automobile and those who wish to 
take a commercial tour. 

In addition, those planning to 
go on vacation in a group may 
find what they are looking for in 
the way of accommodations. 

“We cannot make reservations 
for employees or buy tickets, but 
we can supply some rates and 
costs for guided tours,” Jarl says. 

Employees may wan to inves¬ 
tigate means of helping finance 
their vacation in part by becoming 
organizers and guides for groups 
of tourists, Jarl says. The vacation 
desk has a limited amount of in¬ 
formation of this type. 
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ASLEEP AND AWAKE—Photographer seems to have caught CRA 
softballers at left taking a quick catnap during pre-season play-off 
game between Dept. 76 and Dept. 91. Umpire is R. L. Keller, 
catcher, E. J. Blair (91) and batter, Artie Bell (76). Same game, 
different base, finds Dept. 76's E. C. Knight safe at third ahead 
of throw to C. H. Baker. At right, Leroy Cramer takes healthy cut 
at ball which Dept. 76 catcher Eugene Wooten is ready to fire to 
second. Umpire Keller calls the strike. Dept. 76 won game and a 
second game to win place in city league. 





Bowlers Plan Summer Activity 
As Teams End Winter Season 


Five CRA Softball Teams 
Ready to Open Loop Play 


Davis Wins Top 
Honors in First 
CRA Golf Event 

Test pilot George Davis proved 
himself as adept with golf clubs 
as he is with a B-36 last month 
when he won the first CRA golf 
sweepstakes of the year at Con- 
vair FW. 

Davis fired a net 70 over the 
Ridglea Golf Course to cop first 
prize in the Class A division 
March 21. 

L. W. Crawford, Dept. 31, 
toured the layout in a net 66 for 
honors in the Class B division. 

Top spot in Class C went to L. 
W. Lifsey, Dept. 44. 

C. D. Nowell came in second in 
the top bracket, with W. L. Con¬ 
ley winning third and H. V. Pur¬ 
nell and Fred Foster tying for 
fourth. 

Second place in the Class B 
bracket was won by Wade Bow¬ 
man. E. V. Ellsworth and D. V. 
Jiles tied for third. 

G. E. Mounce won second in the 
Class C division, with third going 
to M. P. Flynn and fourth to J. H. 
Perry. 

Top winners in each bracket 
were awarded golf balls by Fred 
Foster, CRA golf commissioner. 

More Talent 
Heeded For 
CRA Nines 

With opening games April 12 
and April 20 looming on the hori¬ 
zon, CRA’s two baseball managers 
at Convair FW were seeking tal¬ 
ented players this week. 

The Sunday League team, man¬ 
aged by Bert Parker, needs a few 
key players to bolster its stock 
against some of the top teams in 
the Fort Worth area. 

Major City League Manager 
Clyde Price also indicated this 
week that he can use additional 
players for many positions. 

The Sunday League team prac¬ 
tices at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Interested players 
may contact CRA office at ext. 
5141 for location of practice fields. 

The Major City League entry 
practices several nights weekly. 
Players interested in joining the 
team may contact Price at NO- 
1148. 

Sunday League play opens April 
12 at Sycamore Park. Major City 
League competition starts April 
20 . 


Like drama or stagecraft? At¬ 
tend monthly social meetings of 
CRA Wing and Masque Players on 
the second Thursday of each 
month. 


Spring is a good time for horse¬ 
back riding and hayrides. CRA 
furnishes equipment for both. Call 
CRA, ext. 5141. 


CRA tennis play is held each 
Tuesday and Thursday night at 
Forest Park courts. CRA fur¬ 
nishes nets and balls. 


CRA bowling teams at Convair 
FW were shedding their winter 
coats this week as competition 
ended in most winter leagues and 
plans were being made for sum¬ 
mer league competition. 

The Wheels copped competition 
in the Sunrise Bowling League for 
the season, with Tigers in second 
place and Jacks placing third. 

Joy Richardson rolled a handi¬ 
capped 604 and Danny Lane a 625 
to win the annual sweepstakes 
marking the end of the season in 
that league. 

Second place went to Jewell 
Bishop in the women’s bracket and 
Jim Patras in the men’s division. 

Hard Heads emerged as team 
winners in the final Engineering 
League standings with Friendly 
Five in second place and Fission 
Kids in third. 

E. C. Massingall copped first in 
the sweepstakes event marking 



the end of the season. Rollo Hands 
was second and Walt Hakanson 
third. 

Cix won the team title in final 
Convair 740 League standings. 
Punks were second and Watson 
Humble placed third. 

Rollo Hands had the high indi¬ 
vidual game for the season and C. 
Dixon won high individual series 
honors. High team game went to 
the Writers. 

Heights Beauty Salon took top 
honors in the Convair Classicettes 
for the season with Team No. 1 
and Priddy’s Produce ranked two 
and three. 

Doris Cates won sweepstakes 
honors in the Class A event of 
that league with Irma Starkey 
second and Anne Siler third. 

Linda Dowell was first in Class 
B followed by Waynette Cobb and 
Naomi Portwood respectively. 


CRA was seeking Convair FW 
guys and gals hankering to be 
modern-day Robin Hoods this 
week as plans were made for the 
first archery shoot of the spring 
season. 

The CRA archery range at CRA 
Ranch will be the meeting place of 
beginners and old timers April 19 
between 2 and 5 p.m., according 
to H. L. Lucas, archery commis¬ 
sioner. 

“Our first shoot will be in the 
form of a get-acquainted meeting 
for people of all ages,” Lucas says. 

FW Girls' Softball 
Team Ready to Go 

Convair FW’s Susie Hughes had 
a weathered eye out this week for 
girls with curves. 

Susie, assistant manager of the 
CRA girls’ softball team, was 
quick to add that she refers spe¬ 
cifically to the ability to make a 
softball curve. 

The girls’ softball team is ready 
to launch its bid for the champion¬ 
ship of Fort Worth’s Girls* Indus¬ 
trial League and needs a good 
pair of pitchers. 

The girls work out from 5:30 
until 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and 
1 until 4 p.m. on Saturdays at 
Forest Park. 

Interested female softballers 
may attend one of the practice 
sessions or contact Susie Hughes 
at ext. 3292. 


Five CRA softball teams at Con- 
vair FW eliminated five other 
teams in pre-season play-offs last 
month and stood ready to make 
their bid for Fort Worth League 
championships this week. 

All five of the CRA entries pol¬ 
ished off two opponents in the 
elimination tournament and will 
take part in city softball warfare 
in four or five leagues. 

CRA Softball Commissioner 
Jack Brittain was attempting this 
week to place the five teams in 
different leagues. However, at 
CONVAIRIETY press time, two 
teams were entered in one league. 

CRA teams as they will appear 
in Fort Worth competition, with 
competition times and managers 
include the following. (Pre-season 
team designations in parenthesis). 

CRA Panthers (Dept. 22) man¬ 
aged by W. W. Stephenson. En¬ 
tered in the East Texas League 
with play on Wednesdays and Fri¬ 
days. 

CRA Bombers (Convair) man¬ 
aged by Billy Walker. Entered in 
International League with play on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

CRA (C. V. A. C.) managed by 
Dixie Walker. American League 
entry with competition on Mon¬ 
days and Wednesdays. 

CRA Hornets (Dept. 76) man¬ 
aged by C. A. Scoggins. Second 
entry in International League 
with play on Wednesdays and Fri¬ 
days. 

CRA Hustlers (Dept. 6) man¬ 
aged by W. E. Simon. Entered in 
West Texas League with play on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 


“Everyone is invited to come out 
and take part.” 

CRA furnishes bows, arrows 
and targets for all participants 
who do not own equipment. 

Instructors will be on hand to 
help beginners and people of all 
ages will be allowed to shoot. 

The archery range will be open 
every day for shooters after the 
April 19 meet. Lights are also 
available for night shooting. 

A schedule of field and target 
tournaments is being mapped out 
for the season, Lucas says. 


CRA furnishes bows, arrows 
and targets for archery exthu- 
siasts. Instruction sessions also 
arranged. Contact CRA office at 
ext. 5141. 


Are you 12 years of age or un¬ 
der? Then you’re eligible to play 
Little league baseball in CRA Lit¬ 
tle Leaeue. 



Complete results on the pre¬ 
season tournament. 

Dept. 76 beat Dept. 91 by 7-2. 
Dept. 76 beat Dept. 25 by 7-6. 
Convair beat Dept. 25 by 7-0. Con¬ 
vair downed Dept. 91 by 12-0. 

C.V.A.C. beat Dept. 6-1 by 15-1. 
C. V. A. C. beat Dept. 81 by 6-1. 
Dept. 22 beat Dept. 81 by 9-2. 
Dept. 22 beat Dept. 29 by 4-3. 

Dept. 6 beat Dept. 29 by 5-4. 
Dept. 6 won forfeit victory over 
Dept. 6-1. 

Bird Tourney 
Being Planned 

Plans were shaping up this 
week for a badminton tournament 
for Convair FW players to get un¬ 
der way on Tuesday, April 14, at 
W. C. Stripling Junior High gym¬ 
nasium. 

The tournament will close the 
1952-53 badminton season at the 
FW division, CRA Commissioner 
R. S. Sprague announced. 

The tournament is expected to 
run at least two weeks, with play 
each Tuesday and Thursday eve¬ 
ning from 7:30 to 10 p. m. 

Competition is tentatively 
scheduled in the following brack¬ 
ets: open singles and consolation; 
men’s doubles and consolation, 
and mixed doubles and consola¬ 
tion. 

Mixed League Seeking 
Male, Female Keglers 

Two CRA mixed bowling 
leagues at Convair FW were look¬ 
ing for men and women keglers to 
take part in summer bowling ac¬ 
tivities this week. 

The Sunrise League plans to 
get under way around mid-April 
and needs both men and women 
bowlers. 

The league bowls on Friday 
nights from 1:30 until 4:30 a.m. 
at Bearden’s Bowlanes. First shift 
employees interested in joining 
the league may contact Jewel 
Bishop, ext. 2173. Second shift em¬ 
ployees may contact Lee Stanfield 
at the same number. 

The Guys and Gals Mixed 
League also is seeking bowlers to 
take part in activities during the 
summer months. Chet Veach, ext. 
4257, is seeking new members for 
the league. 

Hills, Weltmans 
Share Top Honors 

First place honors in the recent 
CRA “screwball” bridge contest at 
Convair FW were shared by Mr. 
and Mrs. W. W. Hill and Mr. and 
Mrs. H. J. Weltman. 

Both couples were among the 16 
pairs who received two and one- 
half pound sirloin steaks as prizes 
in the unique tournament. 

A record crowd of nearly 70 
people attended the March 27 
event which was held at the CRA 
Center. In addition to steaks, other 
foods complementary to a steak 
dinner were given as additional 
prizes. 

Refreshments for the players 
were prepared by Mr. and Mrs. 
John Smith. 


CRA awards monthly, quarterly 
and yearly prizes for the largest 
fish caught. Register weight of 
your fish at CRA office. 



WINNERS ALL—Charlie Jackson, center, CRA president at Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield, presents prizes to winners and runners-up in re¬ 
cent plant-wide washer pitching contest. Left to right are Pete Ball, 
J. D. Teague, Jackson, Jodie Gilstrap and Luster Taylor. 


Convair FW 'Robin Hoods' 
Await First Shoot April 19 
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First Finn 340 Receives 
Impressive Welcome 


At last reports, Aero O/Y Finnish Air Lines' first 
model 340 Convair-Liner was scheduled to go into regular 
service sometime this month. 

First flights in passenger serv¬ 


ice were to be over the Helsinki- 


so “end of 
Slo-blo fuse 


Vs amp. 
incident.” 


little fuse 


Copenhagen - Dusseldorf route. 
Other model 340s later will be 
placed on the Helsinki-Stockholm 
flight, according to the Finnish 
newspaper “Helsingin Sanomat.” 

Two more Convair-Liner 
model 340s are scheduled for 
delivery to Aero O/Y during 
May. 

Reports from Convair Service 
Engineer Mel Clause, who flew 
with the plane from San Diego 
to Helsinki, make interesting and 
sometimes amusing reading, as 
well as offering sidelights to a 
delivery flight. 

“The airplane left San Diego 
Feb. 7,” Clause v^rote. “On the 
flight to Kansas k gi1w the pilot’s 
C2 Gyrosyn ceased slaving until 
the Vs amp. fuse in the amplifier 
was replaced. It seems these fuses 
are rare birds. Neither TWA nor 
Braniff had any at Kansas City. 
In Detroit I toured radio and TV 
shops with no luck. Finally, Elec¬ 
trical Specialties indicated I could 
buy some there. Everything was 
okay except that the old fuse was 
stamped 220 volts. All they had 
was 125 volts. So then a tele¬ 
phonic search for the vendor’s 
representative started. After sev¬ 
eral fruitless calls, I got a lead.” 

Eventually located, the repre¬ 
sentative indicated he saw no rea¬ 
son for the 220 volt rating and 



AT LAST—Tom Elliott, right, 
Dept. I I SD and president of 
Harbor Toastmasters, accepts 
club's charter from Vic Brown, 
district governor, at meeting 
March 24 at Park Manor Hotel. 
Club was organized in October, 
now has 30 members, all from 
Convair SD Purchasing, Part Sales 
and Sub-Contracts. 


At Gander (Newfoundland), 
Clause added a joking paragraph 
to his report: “When we got $1 
Canadian for $1.04 U.S., the Finns 
cast sly looks at me and I kept 
trying to remember some article 
I once read which explained this 
condition as not really meaning 
much, but couldn’t, and so I main¬ 
tained a tight-lipped silence with 
a slight air of aloofness during 
the money exchanging ordeal....” 

Back to the technical side, 
Clause reported: “Another dis¬ 
crepancy that occurred was in the 
habit of the left fuel quantity 
gauge in running to zero when¬ 
ever the airplane was on the 
ground. As yet we have not been 
able to check it. But wherever 
the ‘demon’ lives, it must be able 
to tell when the airplane is in 
flight as the gauge works per¬ 
fectly when the ship is off the 
ground. At Malmi we will be able 
to perform an ‘exorcism.’ ” 

Nearing Finland, Clause report¬ 
ed that “a radio broadcast was 
picked up saying we would land 
at Helsinki at 20:45 (8:45 p.m.) 
and ‘landing at Helsinki’ was in¬ 
deed at 20:45, which made a big 
impression on the awaiting popu¬ 
lace. 

“Cooperating beautifully, con¬ 
vincing evidence of Yankee in¬ 
genuity—the main entrance door 
opened and the stairway extended 
smoothly. With all eyes focused 
on the door, its importance 
seemed magnified. Any malfunc¬ 
tioning would have been like a 
ballet dancer falling flat after a 
superb performance. . . . 

“All four Helsinki papers fea¬ 
tured the ‘on the minute’ arrival 
with front page spreads. . . .” 

At Malmi airport (where Aero 
O/Y shops are located), Clause 
reported that the hangar door 
was not great enough to clear the 
model 340 tail, and so “a German 
war surplus bomb hoist was con¬ 
verted into a nose wheel dolly, 
thus lowering the tail. Quite 
clever. . . . 

“Last Friday at Malmi I ate my 
piiraka (meat pie) alongside the 
Aeroflot (Russian) pilots while 
they enjoyed soda pop. . . . 

“I live at the Vaakuna Hotel 
in Helsinki. The harbor is frozen 
and we have about two feet of 
snow. It is very nice with radio 
in the room. Excellent classical 
programs from Moscow and pop¬ 
ular songs from Sweden (‘I’d 
Have Baked a Cake’ and ‘High 
Noon’).” 




RAPID DELIVERY—Top photo shows Lt» Gen. Leon Grandell, 
Aero O/Y general manager, receiving gifts flown to Helsinki aboard 
new Convair-Liner model 340 from Capt. Ollie Puhakka. Between 
them is Mel Clause, Convair service engineer. Lower picture shows 
Helsinki airport, snow-covered. (Clause wrote some days after arrival 
that "temperature hasn't «gone below 18 deg/ees F."j Those straw 
hats will have to wait for summer! 



OVER SAN ANTONIO—Convair's XC-99, undergoing evaluation tests for Air Force, 
internationally - recognized aircraft records, first of which was set April 15, 1949, wl 
100,000-pound payload. 


i 



Convair SD Invited 
For Schools Week 

A special invitation was issued 
to Convair parents this week to 
participate in Public Schools 
Week in San Diego. 

An annual event, the week will 
extend from April 26 to May 3, 
during which all schools will hold 
open house throughout the school 
day, Supt. Will Crawfrd declared. 
In addition, individual schools will 
schedule evening open houses on 
different nights. Convair parents 
who are new to San Diego or who 
have never before attended were 
particularly urged to visit the 
schools. 


Three Convair Men 
Named as Advisors 

Three Convair SD men are 
among the 16 business and indus¬ 
trial leaders chosen to act as an 
advisory commitee for the second 
annual seminar on Management 
for Upper Level Supervisors, 
starting this week at San Diego. 

The seminar is sponsored by 
the University of California 
School of Business Administration 
and Industrial Relations. The SD 
men are: Dick Wilkens, manager 
of Industrial Relations; Herbert 
Rubottom, SD training super¬ 
visor, and Howard Rountree, cor¬ 
poration staff assistant. 


Convair's XC-99 Passes 
2,000th Hour in Air 

A milestone that “reflects great credit on Convair plan¬ 
ning, design and production," was passed last month when 
the XC-99 completed 2,000 flying hours during which it 
set more than a score of intern ational records. _ 

The six-engine sky Goliath was 
built by the San Diego and Fort 
Worth Divisions and flew first 
Nov. 23, 1947 at San Diego. For 
some time it has been flying for 
San Antonio Air Materiel Area 
out of Kelly Air Force Base, 

Texas. 

Now in its fourth year of Air 
Force operation, the XC-99 has 
flown more than a quarter-million 
miles and carried millions of 
pounds of priority military cargo 
at ton-mile costs as low as 11 
cents, according to official rec¬ 
ords. 

In a message to Convair Presi¬ 
dent Joseph T. McNarney, Maj. 

Gen. Clements McMullen, com¬ 
manding SAAMA, termed the 
XC-99’s achievements as “a mile¬ 
stone in the development of air¬ 
craft” which “reflects great credit 
on Convair planning, design and 
production.” 

Currently, the XC-99 makes 
two round trips weekly to Mc¬ 
Clellan AFB, Sacramento, Calif., 
from San Antonio, carrying an 


New Type Heat Treat Furnace 
Installed For Convair Fort Worth 


Convair’s Fort Worth Division 
had something new in the realm 
of metal heat treating this month 
with installation of a new type 
of heat treat furnace in the drop 
hammer area. 

The new Knapplee Heat Treat 
Furnace is the first of its kind 
at FW and incorporates several 
new features in metal heat treat¬ 
ment, according to E. G. Hender¬ 
son, general foreman in Dept. 
31-1. 

The unit is electrically heated 
and does away with the old type 
of liquid salt bath solution treat¬ 
ment. 

The 22-foot unit can take loads 
of metal 21 feet long, eight feet 
high and five feet wide up to as 
high as 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit 
in a matter of minutes. 

A hydraulic lift hoists the ma¬ 
terial from the ground level into 
the oven. The oven doors close 
and the temperature is quickly 
raised to the required level. 

Once the heat treatment is 
completed, the doors are opened, 
the lift lowers the parts into the 
quenching vat in a minimum of 
eight seconds from the time the 
button is pushed for unloading. 
Treatment of metal must be com¬ 
pleted within 20 seconds after the 
oven doors are opened. 

“We anticipate a number of 
improvements with the new unit,” 
Henderson points out. 

Among these would be less 
distortion in metals by using 
spray quench dependent upon 
types and sizes of materials, less 
corrosion due to heating by hot 
air rather than liquid heat, and 
a greater capacity for loading 
and unloading parts. 


“Of course, we can not say for 
sure just what the unit will do 
for us, since it has been in opera¬ 
tion for only a few days,” Hen¬ 
derson says. “However, the very 
nature of the new unit leads us 
to believe that it will be a boon 
to our heat treat operation.” 


average of 70,000 pounds of AF 
cargo each way. Much of the 
cargo carried has been in direct 
support of the Korean air lift. 

The XC-99 is a long-range 
troop-cargo version of the Cori- 
vair B-36 intercontinental bomb¬ 
er. It has two decks, is 182 feet 
six inches long (almost 20 feet 
longer than a B-36), has a wing 
span of 230 feet and is 57 feet 
10 inches high at the tip of its 
vertical fin. Range is 8,000 miles, 
top speed 300 mph, service ceil¬ 
ing 30,000 feet, crew of five. 

The great ship has broken al¬ 
most all known air cargo-carrying 
records. In 1950 the plane car¬ 
ried a useful load of 101,266 
pounds from San Diego to Kelly 
AFB and at another time lifted 
a payload of 104,000 from an 
airport at 5,000 feet elevation. 
Both are world records. 


SD Son to Graduate 
From West Point 

Convair San Diego has no 
prouder man this week than S. F. 
Rogers of Dept. 28-3 (Convairiety, 
May 7, 1952). 

On June 3 Rogers (himself a 
retired Air Force major), will be 
at West Point to see his son, 
Robert F. Rogers, graduate and 
accept a commission as a second 
lieutenant. For his branch he 
has chosen paratroopers. Cadet 
Rogers has a sister at Convair 
SD, Mrs. Patricia Edison of Dept. 
21 . 


INNOVATION—Dept. 31 at Fort Worth admired a new heat 
treat furnace recently. Unit is first of its type at FW and heats 
electrically up to 1,000 degrees F, using air heat treat, ah* improve¬ 
ment over liquid type furnace. 
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WHEN WE WERE YOUNG—Convair hasn't always been a giant. When this photo (negative 
No. 4 of company archives) was taken the company was a stripling. It shows welding department 
at Buffalo in days when fuselages were made of tubing and fabric. At rig,ht is Leo Bourdon, still 

with company at SD. In picture but scarcely recognizable is F. J. Rossol, also at SD now. See pages 4 and 5 for 
additional oldtime photos which add color to company's 30th birthday next week. 


Record of Worthmore 
Project Merits Praise 

A major work project—the Worthmore program—was 
nearing completion this month at the FW Division, and 
employees assigned to it had the satisfaction of knowing 
that their work was consistently on or ahead of schedule. 


Convair's 30th 
Birthday Near 

On Friday (May 29th) 
Convair will pass its 30th 
birthday. 

It was exactly three dec¬ 
ades ago on that day that 
the company was incorpo¬ 
rated as Consolidated Air¬ 
craft Co. with Major Reuben 
II. Fleet as president. The 
company's first plant was at 
East Greenwich, Rhode 
Island, and the first year's 
net profit totaled $201.98. 

(The gross volume of sales of 
$211,000 during that first year 
wouldn't cover the cost of even 


For Daingerfield part in birth¬ 
day observance, see page 8. 


on^ L jnvair-J • ler transr .ru 
day, let alon c l Convair• te-iS } 

Initial cr.oit, • To? Coinu -d. t f i 
was supplied b> Fleet and his 
sister, Mrs. E. K. Bishop. (Fleet 
was a former National Guard 
pilot and a schoolmate of Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney, now Con¬ 
vair’s president.) The company’s 
first product was a TW-3 primary 
trainer for the Army. Then came 
the prototype of the PT-1, anoth¬ 
er trainer, which earned a large 
Army order and justified moving 
into larger facilities at Buffalo. 
Later the Navy became a custom¬ 
er and the airplanes found mar¬ 
kets in 22 foreign nations. 

It was at Buffalo that Consoli¬ 
dated later developed its first 
flying boat, the XPY-1 Admiral, 
opening up the water based air¬ 
craft field in which the company 
has led ever since. 

Year-round flying weather and 
ice-free seaplane testing waters 
lured Consolidated to San Diego 
in 1935. The first plant building 
(Continued on page 2) 

Fort Worth Citizens 
Join in Celebration 

Citizens of Fort Worth and the 
southwest will pay honor to Con¬ 
vair on its 30th anniversary with 
two events planned for the final 
week in May. 

The Fort Worth Chamber of 
Commerce is tentatively planning 
a dinner honoring Convair to be 
staged May 29, the company’s 
birthday. It is expected to attract 
business leaders throughout the 
southwest. 

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
will pay honor to Convair and its 
part in the community in a spe¬ 
cial section May 31, 


Emergency Aid 
Plan Adopted 
By Con-Trib-Club 

An emergency aid program 
for the benefit of Convair 
FW employees was an¬ 
nounced this week by direc¬ 
tors of Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club, Inc. 

Purpose of the program is to 
! Provide limited financial assist- 
' «tc f x PW employees and their 
tami : u, c."tair emergency cir¬ 
cumstance:'. •• r co August 
C. Esenwem, chairman of the 
board of directors. 

Funds for the operation of such 
a program will come from Con- 
Trib-Club collections made 
through payroll deductions. Pre¬ 
viously, all Con-Trib-Club funds 
went to the support of Fort 
Worth charitable and educational 
agencies exclusively. 

Under present plans, monies 
used to aid employees through 
the emergency aid program will 
at no time exceed 10 per cent 
(Continued on page 2) 

Air Scribes Pay 
Visit to Convair 

Convair FW helped play 
host to some 150 of the na¬ 
tion’s top aviation writers 
this week as the Aviation 
Writers Association of Amer¬ 
ica held its national con¬ 
vention in Fort Worth and 
Dallas. 

The writers were scheduled 
to have lunch and tour the 
FW plant yesterday (May 
19), and to be guests of Con¬ 
vair and Bell at a dinner 
Tuesday at Hotel Texas. 

August C. Esenwein, FW 
division manager was sched¬ 
uled to make an important 
address to the visitors. 

Demonstration flights 
aboard B-36s from Carswell 
were also included. 

Convair is slated to play 
host to the writers Thursday 
morning at a breakfast. 


One of five supplementary pro¬ 
grams thus far awarded Convair 
for B-36 modification, the Worth- 
more program involved mainte¬ 
nance and modernization of a 
sizable number of ships. 

“Successful completion of this 
program on schedule has paved 
the way for Convair FW to be 
awarded additional contracts of 
a similar nature,” declared Au¬ 
gust C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager. 

In general, the Worthmore 
program concentrated on bring¬ 
ing aircraft up to date with lat¬ 
est engineering changes and mak¬ 
ing major inspections on the 
planes. 

“The program had far-reaching 
effects on the FW Division,” 
Esenwein continued. “As a direct 
result of Worthmore, our facili¬ 
ties were greatly expanded, we 
set up a completely new organi¬ 
zation and we instituted a radi¬ 
cally new task-planning pro¬ 
gram.” 

Preliminary work got under 
way in February, 1952, when a 
contract was let for construction 
of additional work stations along 
Grant’s Lane. 

This was the start of a $3% 
million dollar expansion project 
which eventually was to include 
the following: an additional 21 
work stations, new compass rose, 
wash station, purge and refuel 
station, paving of nearly 200,000 
additional square yards of work 
(Continued on page 2) 

CRA Radio Hams 
Help in Tornado 

The devastating tornado which 
struck Waco, Tex., May 11, claim¬ 
ing more than 100 lives, brought 
to light the important community 
service rendered by one CRA ac¬ 
tivity. 

No sooner had word of the 
storm reached Fort Worth than 
members of the CRA radio group 
began reporting to the “ham” 
radio shack at CRA Center to 
offer their help in clearing and 
relaying messages. 

“The first night was tough on 
all of us,” says Robert Raines, 
CRA radio commissioner. “All 

(Continued on page 2) 


Convair Role in 
Defense Basic, 
Says Odium 


Convair’s current contracts involve weapons which are 
cornerstones of national defense, Floyd B. Odium told 
stockholders last week at a meeting- in San Diego which 
saw him succeeded by John Jay Hopkins as chairman of 
the Board of Directors. 


“Convair still has a large 
amount of B-36 business ahead 
of it,” Odium said. “Following 
that, Convair will be producing 
here at San Diego, a supersonic 
fighter. Meanwhile, Convair is 
developing the first truly super¬ 
sonic long-range bomber planned 
for production at Fort Worth. 
All of this in addition to the con¬ 
tinuing programs for missiles, 
flying boats and commercial air¬ 
liners.” 

Odium called attention to the 
fact that “by their nature the 
contracts now in hand would like¬ 
ly be among the last to be af¬ 
fected in any program of curtail¬ 
ment of military expenditures. 
Every military instrument we are 
now building or anticipate build- 
j ing is, by mission, the kind which 
j would be used either for the 
actual defense of continental 
United States or for long-range 
strategic attack. These two mis¬ 
sions form the cornerstone of our 
defense program.” 

Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Con¬ 
vair president, addressed stock- 

★ ★ ★ 


holders on current production as 
did J. V. Naish, Convair execu¬ 
tive vice-president, the latter 
newly elected to the Convair 
board. 

General McNarney told share¬ 
holders that Convair’s business is 
about 90 per cent military and 10 
per cent commercial. As to the 
commercial, “it is our long range 
objective to one day expand that 
portion of our business to the 
maximum. . . . Convair currently 
enjoys a hard-earned position of 
dominance in the medium range 
transport field . . . and it is our 
objective to maintain our posi¬ 
tion, keeping on top of techno¬ 
logical advances such as turbo¬ 
prop and jet developments. . . . ” 

General Dynamics Corp., coin¬ 
cident with last week’s meeting, 
officially became the single 
largest stockholder in Convair, 
taking over 400,000 shares from 
Atlas Corp. and control of Con¬ 
vair. This ended active control 
by Atlas which began in the fall 
of 1947, but it does not end Atlas’ 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Odium: 


Hopkins: 



It is with deep regret that I give 
up the post of chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Convair, a position I 
have held for five and one-half years. 

I do not know most of you person¬ 
ally. For reasons which I considered 
sound, I have made it a policy not 
to go through the plants often or to 
get into the front line problems of 
engineering and production. Never¬ 
theless, I' have tried to keep keenly 
aware of everything affecting Con¬ 
vair's employees and business and all 
other factors making for a strong 
present and future. 

There has been good teamwork 
and I am proud that I have been a 
part of your organization. Thanks for 
the part you have played in making 
Convair such a strong unit in our 
national defense. 

I turn over the chairman's re¬ 
sponsibilities to Mr. Hopkins with 
confidence. The company I head 
continues to hold a substantial in¬ 
vestment in stock of Convair so, for 
more than emotional reasons tied 
into the past, I will follow your prog¬ 
ress carefully and sympathetically. 

I wish it were possible to give you 
all a handclasp. 

FLOYD B. ODLUM 


To assume the position of chairman 
of the Board of Directors of an 
organization like Convair gives me 
great pride as I become associated 
with such a splendid group of men 
and women in California and Texas. 

Especially am I happy to join the 
Convair team at this particular time 
in your own history. For that reason, 
I congratulate you upon the achieve¬ 
ments you have made in aeronautical 
progress during the first 30 years of 
your corporate life. 

At the same time, it should give 
us all reason to look ahead to our 
next three decades and beyond with 
confidence in each other and our 
ability to work together for our 
mutual benefit and to that of our 
nation. 

And so, if these next years are in 
any way as challenging'as have been 
the past 30—and we know they will 
be—we are together entering one of 
the most exciting eras in the history 
of powered flight. 

JOHN JAY HOPKINS 


CHANGE OF COMMAND—John Jay Hopkin?, right, last week 
succeeded Floyd B. Odium as chairman of Convair's Board of 
Directors. 
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£<>a Seek ChtHeA 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 27, n. 

Wernsing. ^ 4 . o m q Wil- 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3 ’ S. wn 

Harris Dent. 4, C. Dannenfelser, K. 
Kins Dept. 6, M. L Brogoitti M. 
E. Clarke, E. A. Dvorak, E. v - ^sh 
d q Green. E. J. Luedtke, K. B. brangi. 
Dent 14 V. B. Lynch, V. S. Owens. 

D Dept 15 W. E. Azlin. Dept. 20 J. B. 
Freiley. Dept. 22 W. 

TTooper T. F. McAden, C. B. Mcuartny, 
W ? Shurbet. Dept. 24, E. Cujha, 
C. D. Lines. Dept. 27, J. E. Gossett, 

R, n5 ad ii l E. Barlow, R. Grissom, 

F P. Holland. W, Q. 

Hudler W. H. Moore, A. J. Quinn. 
H Schilling.. G. J. Thomas Dept 44 

SJS'M" Nun D n P V44? R E ‘ 

H 0> V M ‘ lord^C. A. 

\ S s 'D^ c « 2 Wo N rth e: 

Marr. Dept- 63, B. N. McKinney Dept. 
64, A. E. Clomnger, A. R. lrayior, 

R D”t.^f b J. A. Helm Dept. 81, E. M. 
Wilson. Dept 82 E Hendricks. P. C. 
Keahey, T. Lankford. Dept. 92. Hi. a. 

Nicholson. 9 M G Bur- 

Five-year pins: Dept. 2, M. • 
land Dept. 3, C. E. Nevitt, J. D. late. 
Dept. 4, E. O. Jordan Dept. 6 G. 

Kemerling, J. O. Mayhugh, • ‘ Ba lik~ 
tor W. S. Vance. Dept. 7, F. J. JjaiiK. 
Tt. n t q e H. Bowman, J. A. Hazle- 

B L. Barker, M. E. Cochran, H. • 
Hewitt C M. Walker. Dept. 27, C. G. 
Dopin’, A. C. Hicks, E. L. Morton. 

E- n ^: f 9 ra v e 'L Moore. A. J. Nickell. 
nw P 31 ’ A W Hall, M. Holland. 
Dept 44 O. E. Bandy, E. E. Barron, 
J. J. Bryant, D. L. Hensley, Z. C. 

J °Dept? n 45, E. M. Coffelt, L. G. Crece- 
lius J C. Jones, G. Stephens, J. C. 
Tucker.' Dept. 47 V. E Buel J - Keck, 
L O. Vincent. Dept. 48, T. R. Bagley, 
A* A Danz, J. R. Hays, J. L. Kmcade, 
r’ A Lee J. T. Moody, J. C. Peoples. 

Dept 50, B. L. Blackburn C. W. 

Bruton, D. M. Cooper, D. L. Edwards, 
TT T Hargis, J. N. Kimbrough, b. A. 
Nipper, A Ehine. E. Eichardson Jr., 
S. W. Stewart, D. E. Still. . Rr . 

nipt 64 M. W. Trainor. Dept. 65, 

R. R Elm's, R. P. Williams. Dept. 73, 
C. M. Jackson, F. Spearman Dept. 74, 
R S. Edington, J. S. Montgomery. 
Dept. 76, M. E Mowry. 

Dept. 91, L. B. Binyon, C L. rra- 
zier, W. H. Grace, A. L. Vrba. Dept, 
qo F B. Boyd, T. L. Fullen, J. E. 
qm all wood H. O. Wreay. Dept. 93, 

G € ^ley Dept. 95, C. H. Umphress. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 5, A - T^i. 
Five-year pins: Dept. 1, W. W. Roach. 
Dept. 6, F. J. White. 


[Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

Newly - announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad- 
administrative positions include: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: To medical super¬ 
visor, Dr. J. K. Leverett. 

Dept. 4, Material: To. production 
change analyst: C. B. Priddy, H. L. 
Preslar, L. J. Lee, H. M. Law, H. D. 
Kuykendall, M. A. Freudenberg, D. L. 
Faulkner, C. W. Bryan. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To operations 
analysis group engineer, J. O. May¬ 
hugh. To preliminary design group engi¬ 
neer, H. J. Hillaker. To process engi¬ 
neer, W. W. Collier, Jr. To propulsion 
engineer senior, S. L. Koutz. To process 
analyst, P. Genser. To engineering writ¬ 
er, R. W. Crittenden, F. H. Chaddock, 
Jr. To standards engineer, T. W. Wiley. 
To design engineer, R. B. Norman, A. L 
Petty, Jr. _ 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing & Tooling 
Management: To development liaison 

man, E. C. Johnson. 

Dept. 10, Budget: To budget analyst, 
J. C. Dickey, Jr. A , _ 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: To 
master scheduler, J. S. Bloyd, J. R. 
Morrison, Jr. To manufacturing project 
analyst, J. A. Cushman, W. O. Mc¬ 
Collum, A. W. Coward, A. L. Conrad. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tool engineer, 
G. Savage, Jr. . 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: To 
departmental assistant, H. T. Long. To 
inspection superintendent, W. S. Steck. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: To 
inspection supervisor, D. H. Curlee. 


Circus Acts Signed 
For Club Kids Day 

“Hurray! Hurray! Hurray! 

“The biggest show of the 
year for members and families 
of the Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club, Saturday (May 23) 
at Casino Beach.” 

The barker is J. E. Harwell, 
program chairman, announcing 
the club’s annual kids party 
slated from 1 until 6 p.m. Acts 
from the Gainesville Commu¬ 
nity Circus will highlight the 
afternoon. Once inside the 
gates, it’s all free, swimming, 
hot dogs, pop, merry-go-round, 
ferris wheel, cars, ponies, etc. 

Tickets are $1.50 per family 
and will be sold until noon to¬ 
morrow (May 21). 


Record of Worthmore 
Project Merits Praise 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

ROSS— Daughter, Janna Lynn, 7 lbs. 
15 oz., born April 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. C. Ross, Dept. 22-8 (second shift). 

READ—Son, James Howard, 8 lbs. 4 
oz., born April 24 to Mr. and Mrs. F. D. 
Read, Dept. 27-0. _ T c 

WILEY—Daughter, Sandra Lynn, 6 
lbs. 6V> oz., born May 7 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. P. Wiley, Dept. 27-6. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs E W. Jann and children wish 
to express their deepest appreciation to 
the many Convair FW employees for 
their acts of kindness during the recent 
illness and death of their husband and 
father, E. W. Jann, formerly of Dept. 
27-2. ______ 

Industrial College 
Group Sees FW 

For the fourth consecutive 
year, members of the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces 
visited Convair FW May 8 as 
part of the college’s annual field 
trip. 

Sixteen students and faculty 
members of the college made a 
tour of the FW plant, heard divi¬ 
sion officials and attended a 
luncheon at the plant. 

The annual field trip of the col¬ 
lege is for the purpose of giving 
officers first-hand information of 
industrial processes and allied 
practical problems. The college is 
a joint project of the Army, Navy 
and Air Force. 


Emergency Aid 
Plan Adopted 

(Continued from page 1) 
of total Con-Trib-Club collections 
for the current fiscal year. 

“All employees who are on the 
active payroll of Convair, plus 
spouses, dependent sons or daugh¬ 
ters of an employee on Convair’s 
active payroll, will be eligible to 
apply for emergency aid,” Esen- 
wein says. 

“In addition, a spouse or de¬ 
pendent son or daughter of an 
employee who was on Convair’s 
active payroll at time of death 
will also be eligible to apply.” 

In establishing policies, the 
Con-Trib-Club board defines an 


Turner Honored for 
Airport Ceremony 

Loyd L. Turner, special assist¬ 
ant to division manager at Fort 
Worth Division, was honored last 
week by the executive committee 
of Fort Worth Air Terminal, for 
his services as general chairman 
of the committee which directed 
the recent ceremonies celebrating 
opening of the new Greater Fort 
Worth International Airport at 
Amon Carter Field. 

Turner was guest of honor at 
a luncheon given by the Air Ter¬ 
minal Corporation at Fort Worth 
Club and was presented an en¬ 
graved watch commemorating the 
occasion. 


emergency: 

“As it may pertain to grants 
from the emergency aid fund, an 
emergency is defined as any set 
of circumstances beyond the con¬ 
trol of the employee which calls 
for funds beyond the resources of 
the employee or the employee 
family, such funds being imme¬ 
diately necessary for the preser¬ 
vation of life and/or for main¬ 
taining minimum standards of 
housing, clothing, food and trans¬ 
portation, if transportation is an 
absolute necessity for continued 
employment.” 

Aid grants of various amounts 
will be provided under the emer¬ 
gency aid program. Each grant 
will be made after a suitable in¬ 
vestigation and approval of the 
board of directors of Con-Trib- 
Club, Inc., or a committee ap¬ 
pointed by the board. 

Investigations will be conduct¬ 
ed by qualified personnel who are 
independent of Convair, not on 
Convair’s payroll, but who may 
be an employee of an outside 
agency whose work involves per¬ 
formance of duties of the nature 
of the case work, Esenwein says. 

The plan states that no repay¬ 
ment of any emergency aid grant 
as such may be made. However, 
recipients who desire to do so 
may make contributions in any 
amount to Convair employees 
Con-Trib-Club fund, but with the 
distinct understanding that it is 
his desire to contribute to the 
fund, and that the contribution is 
not in repayment of the emer¬ 
gency aid grant. 

Applications for grants may be 
made in employee services sec¬ 
tion of personnel department. 
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the editor are solicited but no advertising can be accepted. - 
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Volliner, new. editor; W. B. Weickersheimmer, Meg Banm.ter, 


Convair's 30th 
Birthday Near 

(Continued from Page 1) 
on Atlantic boulevard (now 
known as Pacific Highway) be¬ 
came the SD Division’s present 
Building 1. During the early years 
at San Diego Consolidated built 
flying boats, patrol bombers that 
later developed into the PBY 
Catalina and in 1939 Convair de¬ 
signed and delivered in record 
time the B-24 Liberator, later 
mass-produced with its transport 
version throughout World War 
II. Counting equivalent spares, 
Consolidated built 11,679 B-24- 
type planes alone. 

The Fort Worth Division had 
its debut April 18, 1941, on a 
chilly and drizzly day when Brig. 
Gen. Gerald C. Brandt of the mil¬ 
itary and Amon Carter of Fort 
Worth together dug the first 
spadeful of dirt to begin construc¬ 
tion of a new aircraft plant. Car¬ 
ter had led a civic committee 
which worked for months to bring 
the project to their city. Almost 
exactly one year later (April 17, 
1942) the first Fort Worth as¬ 
sembled B-24 roared into the air. 

Just prior to Pearl Harbor, 
Vultee Aircraft, Inc. of Downey, 
Calif, bought controlling interest 
in Consolidated and Harry Wood- 
head, Vultee board chairman, suc¬ 
ceeded Fleet as president. The 
merger was formally completed 
in March, 1943 and the company 
became Consolidated Vultee Air¬ 
craft Corp. 

At its peak during the war, 
Convair operated 13 different di¬ 
visions and top employment was 
101,000. Plants were located in 
10 different states. Divisions in¬ 
cluded Convairway, a transocean 
airline under contract to the Air 
Transport Command. Between 
Pearl Harbor and Aug. 15, 1945, 
Convair delivered more than 350 
million pounds of airframes, o 1 ’ 
nearly 13 per cent of the total 
output of the nation’s aircraft 
industry. This totaled more than 
33,000 military aircraft. 

Although the close of the war 
brought the end for most of the 
Convair divisions, one new activi¬ 
ty was added in 1945 and destined 
for great importance if not great 
size. That was operation of the 
Navy Bureau of Ordnance Aero- 
physics Laboratory at Dainger- 
fie’ld, Tex., now the Daingerfield 
Division. 

Post-war years brought some 
rough sledding for Convair. In 
the fall of 1947 majority stock 
ownership passed to Atlas Corp. 
and Floyd B. Odium became 
chairman of the Convair board. 
A definite upsurge of activity fol¬ 
lowed. The model 240 transport 
program, already under way at 
San Diego, moved out of the red 
into the black. Employment rose 
at Fort Worth as B-36 production 
gained. By 1950 total employ¬ 
ment v^as moving steadily up¬ 
ward toward 50,000. 

March 30, 1953 recorded anoth¬ 
er major milestone for Convair 
with the announcement that Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics Corp. had con¬ 
tracted for 400.000 shares of At¬ 
las Corp.’s stock holdings, repre¬ 
senting the largest single block. 
The transaction was consum¬ 
mated last week when John Jay 
Hopkins, board chairman and 
president of General Dynamics, 
succeeded Odium as chairman of 
the Convair board. 


(Continued from page 1) 
and ramp area construction of a 
pedestrian underpass from lot one 
and erection of three combined 
office-service buildings. 

The new Worthmore facilities 
brought to 33 the total number of 
outside modernization and main¬ 
tenance work stations that could 
be assigned to the project at the 
FW Division. 

Concurrent with the expansion 
of facilities at the FW plant was 
establishment of the new moder¬ 
nization organization to handle 
the program. 

“Because of complexities of 
having the same personnel as¬ 
signed to two different inspec¬ 
tion quality level concepts, man¬ 
agement recognized the need for 
creating additional departments 
to deal solely with moderniza¬ 
tion,” Esenwein explained. 

In February, 1952, K. A. Day 
was named modernization man¬ 
ager and subsequently the inspec- 
t i o n - modernization department 
was set up with A. E. Stuart as 
chief. Since it was to be such a 
complex and difficult program, 
skilled factory personnel were 
transferred to the new moderni¬ 
zation departments. 

All that remained before the 
Worthmore program actually 
could get under way was plan¬ 
ning. All procedures had to be 
streamlined because of the short 
cycle time involved. 

Since the work requirements 
for each plane differed and the 
complete maintenance task could 


not be known until the airplane 
had actually been received, it was 
necessary to establish a fast, ac¬ 
curate means of getting the plan¬ 
ning task 'to the airplane. 

A special screening board was 
set up for this purpose. First, 
all possible combinations of jobs 
were punched on IBM cards. 
These totaled more than 10,000. 
As soon as the airplane arrived, 
the board then screened the cards 
and issued necessary planning 
operations. The average was 3,500 
per plane. 

The first two ships arrived last 
summer and work began on them 
immediately. 

A total of 259 engineering 
changes alone were applicable for 
incorporation in the Worthmore 
program. They included the fol¬ 
lowing: installation of a new ra¬ 
dar system, additional crew com¬ 
forts, a new fire control system 
and a redesigned bombing system. 

In addition, there were numer¬ 
ous technical orders to be com¬ 
plied with and special mainte¬ 
nance requirements to bring each 
plane up to a serviceable (but 
not like new) condition. 

All work required by the 
Worthmore program was com¬ 
pleted in a minimum time al¬ 
though the program was inter¬ 
rupted in September long enough 
to get “Project: Fixit” under 
way. 

At the peak of the Worthmore 
program, nearly 3,000 manufac¬ 
turing direct employees were as¬ 
signed to the program. 


Convair's Contracts Key Stones 
In U. S. Defense, Says Odium 


(Continued from Page 1) 
interest, as Odium pointed out, 
for his company retains a sub¬ 
stantial amount of Convair stock; 
in fact, is the second largest 
holder. 

The Board of Directors was en¬ 
larged rather than changed. Eight 
former members were re-elected 
last week and 11 new members 
added. The new members are: 

Ellsworth C. Alvord, attorney, 
of Alvord and Alvord; George W. 
Codrington, retired vice-president 
of General Motors Corp., and a 
director of General Dynamics and 


CRA Radio Hams Aid 
During Storm Crisis 

(Continued from page 1) 
power was cut off in Waco and 
the only amateurs we could con¬ 
tact were those having mobile 
units. There were only two of 
these in operation in Waco and 
their reports were picked up ea¬ 
gerly and relayed to local news¬ 
papers.” 

Convair and Fort Worth citi¬ 
zens began to realize the full ex¬ 
tent of damages Tuesday and 
began to seek information about 
relatives and friends in the strick¬ 
en city. 

CRA radio operators stood by 
their transmitter throughout 
Tuesday trying to contact ama¬ 
teurs in Waco to obtain informa¬ 
tion about families for Fort 
Worthers. News spread through¬ 
out the plant that the radio would 
be in operation Tuesday night 
and many employees either called 
or dropped by the CRA Center 
to seek information. 

Typical of the concern of Con¬ 
vair FW employees for relatives 
in the area was that shown by 
S. E. Keith, assistant chief of 
traffic, whose brother, Bob, lives 
in Waco. Keith tried all day Tues¬ 
day to get a call through to his 
brother’s family and planned to 
go to the radio shack that night 
to further his quest when he was 
notified his relatives were safe. 

Another Convair employee who 
went through the ordeal was T. J. 
Osborn, Dept. 75. Osborn’s mother 
was buried in debris under a 
wrecked building for an hour 
after the storm struck the build¬ 
ing where she worked. Osborn 
was notified later by his father 
that his mother was safe and in 
a hospital. 


the Addressograph-Multigraph 
Corporation; Lambert J. Gross, 
vice-president and comptroller of 
General Dynamics; Roger I. Har¬ 
ris, vice-president and counsel of 
General Dynamics; Henry M. 
Marx, attorney, of Kramer, Marx, 
Greenlee, and Backus, and also a 
director of Canadair; Clifton M. 
Miller, vice-chairman of General 
Dynamics’ executive committee 
and a director of both General 
Dynamics and Canadair; J. V. 
Naish, Convair executive vice- 
president; J. Geoffrey Notman, 
president and a director of Can¬ 
adair and a senior vice-president 
and a director of General Dy¬ 
namics. 

Also new to the board are: 
Frank Pace, Jr., executive vice- 
president and a director of Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics, vice-chairman of 
the board of Canadair, and form¬ 
erly Secretary of the Army; 
Lawrence B. Richardson, Rear 
Admiral, USN (ret.), a senior 
vice-president and a director of 
General Dynamics and a director 
and vice-chairman of the board 
of Canadair; and O. P. Robinson, 
Jr., a senior vice-president and 
a director of General Dynamics. 

Convair board members re¬ 
elected were J. T. McNqrney, 
president; W. C. Rockefeller, 
executive assistant to the board 
chairman; and La Motto T. Cohu, 
John D. Hertz, S. R. Inch, I. M 
Laddon, Donald N. McDonnell, 
and R. C. Patterson, Jr. 


FW College Training 
Program to Start 

The fifth semester of college- 
level training to be presented at 
Convair starts the first week in 
June, sponsored by Convair FW 
Management Club in cooperation 
with Texas Christian University. 

The three-semester-hour cours¬ 
es will be offered before and 
after regular shift hours and will 
be taught at the plant by quali¬ 
fied college instructors. 

Cost for each course is $36, 
and students may receive college 
or certificate credit. The club 
will reimburse 10 enrollees at 
the close of the session. 

Three courses will be offered, 
Written Communications, Eco¬ 
nomic Principles of Business, and 
Developmental Reading. Regis¬ 
tration may be made through 

Training. 




















































May 20, 1953 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 3 








Convair RB-36 Plays Leading Role 
At Convention of Photographers 


The youngest and oldest meth¬ 
ods of military photography were 
in sharp contrast recently when 
members of the National Press 
Photographers Association chris¬ 
tened an RB-36 bomber the 
“Mathew B. Brady.” 

In ceremonies at Carswell Air 
Force Base, Texas, the giant cam¬ 
era-carrying intercontinental re¬ 
connaissance bomber was named 
for the first American to demon¬ 
strate the military value of pho¬ 
tography. Appropriately enough, 
the Convair-built photo-reconnais¬ 
sance bomber was christened by 
breaking a giant flash bulb 
against its fuselage. 

Brady took Civil War combat 

Academic Procession 
Includes SD Pair 

Two Convair San Diego men 
represented the presidents of 
their alma maters May 10 in the 
academic procession at the in¬ 
auguration of Dr. Malcolm A. 
Love as president of San Diego 
State College. 

Ralph E. Harmon, Dept. 503, 
was the representative of the 
University of Rochester, where he 
was a member of the class of 
1907. Victor Barton, Dept. 9-9, 
represented the president of Col¬ 
umbia University, where he was 
in the class of 1917. 


*AII-Convair' Weddings 

Two “all-Convair” marriages 
were in the news recently at Con¬ 
vair Pomona. 

Given Stinnette, Dep. 922, and 
Jack E. Smith, Dept. 963, were 
married April 18. 

Frances Six (Dept. 3-1, Convair 
SD) and Charles Holland, Dept. 
906, were married - April 20 in 
Yuma, Ariz. 


pictures, developing them in a 
covered wagon dark room. Among 
his innovations were the first 
photos of troops under fire and 
pictures of the first aerial re¬ 
connaissance, by balloon. 

Today’s reconnaissance bomb¬ 
ers are capable of carrying the 
world’s largest aerial photo set-up 
to any place in the world. 

Division Manager August C. 
Esenwein and Assistant Division 
Managers B. G. Reed and M. L. 
Hicks represented Convair at the 
ceremonies. 

SD Man's Painting 
Wins High Honors 

An oil painting by a Convair 
San Diego man who has been 
“drawing since kindergarten” this 
month took top honors in the Los 
Angeles Municipal Art Show. 

“Expulsion from Eden,” an ex¬ 
pressionists painting by William 
Munson, technical illustrator in 
Engineering^ Service Publica¬ 
tions group, was one of 15 sel¬ 
ected for purchase from 1800 
paintings entered in the show by 
artists from Southern California. 

Munson, who has been with 
Convair since November, 1952, is 
a former student and instructor 
at the Coronado School of Fine 
Arts and former student at the 
California School of Fine Arts in 
San Francisco. 

In spite of his early interest, 
Munson did not become active in- 
painting until seven years ago. 
Since then, however, his paintings 
have won numerous awards in 
local art shows and he has sold 
many of them. At present Mun¬ 
son is a member of the board of 
directors of. the San Diego Art 
Guild. 


Convair's Income Spent' 


In Counterfeit at FW 


*^***~~"|f 


MONEY, MONEY, MONEY—In Fort Worth management de¬ 
velopment class, supervisors get practical experience in where 
money goes. They "spend" Convair income in counterfeit. Left 
to rignt, Instructor C. M. Schmidt, A. M. Moore, W. Lee, J. D. Roe, 
A. Stephens, S. F. Foster, R. B. Miller, C. W. Jettun. 
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NEW QUARTERS — Convair Pomona's engineering library recently moved into new and improved 
quarters in Engineering building. Above, engineering personnel make use of new facilities. Glass case 
in foreground, currently occupied with exhibit by CRA Rockhounds, will be available later to other 
interest groups for displays. 


Why does a company with a gross income of $393 
million end the year with a profit of only $10 million— 
less than 2 and % per cent? 

That was the question being asked this month of all 
supervisory personnel attending Convair FW’s manage¬ 
ment development conferences. 


To get the answer, these men 
actually “spent” $393 million 
during a recent conference ses¬ 
sion. Using the 1952 Convair 
annual report as their guide and 
counterfeit “million-dollar” pieces 
for money, they disbursed, dollar 
for dollar, Convair’s gross income 
according to the company’s ex¬ 
penses in 1952. 

Supervisors even portrayed the 
roles of treasurer, auditor, stock¬ 
holder and so forth for emphasis. 

First, they deducted from the 
$393 million approximately $197 
million for wages and salaries. 
This amount was put into a sepa¬ 
rate pile. Into another stack 
went $145 million for material 
and subcontracts. 

The third stack contained $31 
million for general expenses 
(power, office supplies, interest, 
social security, state and local 
taxes). 

Federal income and excess 
profit taxes claimed another $8.5 
million. 

Of the original amount, only 


$10 million was left over as sur¬ 
plus or profit, as the demonstra¬ 
tion graphically showed. Of this 
amount $4 million was returned 
to stockholders as dividends. 

“This approach to corporate 
finance has proved most effective 
in emphasizing the importance of 
thrift and economy to a sound 
financial structure,” explains C. 
M. Schmidt, training specialist, 
who conducted the conferences. 

The sessions are part of a 
series designed to familiarize 
supervisory personnel with all 
aspects of the company. Approxi¬ 
mately 1,250 supervisors, repre¬ 
senting all levels and depart¬ 
ments, are participating in the 
management development confer¬ 
ences. 

The series also was planned so 
the supervisory group at the FW 
Division could receive training to 
help them better perform their 
management responsibilities 
through a uniform understanding 
of those responsibilities. 


£ 

FILING SYSTEM—L. A. Collins, Jr., left, and N. L. Woolgar, 
both Dept. 906, check card index in engineering library at Convair 
Pomona. 

Rare Documents Drawn 
To Engineering Library 

Convair Pomona’s engineering library, started a year 
and a half ago at the Pomona Fairgrounds, was open for 
business this week in new an d permane nt quarters in the 
Engineering Bldg. 


Daily Marathon: 
Santa Ana to SD 
And Home Again 

If Convair San Diego’s Bob 
Ford (Dept. 406, second shift) 
ever meets himself coming to 
work some afternoon, he won’t be 
surprised. 

For Ford, a photo-reproduction 
technician, probably holds the di¬ 
vision record for distance traveled 
to and from work. He lives in 
Santa Ana, and each day for al¬ 
most a year he has been making 
the 180-odd mile round trip. At 
present he leaves home early 
enough to pick Up three riders 
in scattered parts of San Diego! 

“Sometimes on weekends I feel 
like a racehorse who has pulled 
a plow between races, but I 
haven’t suffered any ill effects,” 
Ford said. “In fact, I’ve gained 
some weight since I started.” 

Ford lived in Solano Beach 
when he started at Convair 16 
months ago, but soon afterward 
circumstances made it advisable 
to move to Santa Ana. 

In the past year Ford has trav¬ 
eled approximately 50,000 miles, 
over 45,000 of them to and from 
work. Unless he hits heavy traf- 


Bob Ford 

fic the trip requires about two 
hours each way—not including 
the time required for picking up 
and delivering riders—and car 
trouble has delayed him only 
twice (flat tires both times). 


Since its inception the library 
has “outgrown- Topsy.” Books, 
commercial catalogs, scientific 
periodicals and documents now 
on file total several thousand, 
Miss Odessa Haugh, librarian, re¬ 
ported. And it’s still growing. 

The library is unique in that 
although material covered in¬ 
cludes many different phases of 
engineering there is, quite natur¬ 
ally, considerable emphasis upon 
guided missile development—sub¬ 
ject matter not found on many 
bookshelves. 

Not only do the library files 
contain documents and historical 
data on Convair missiles, but 
they include hundreds of military 
specifications on other missiles as 
well. Also in the library are 
numerous World War II German 
documents and films on rockets 
and missiles, many of which 
await translation into English— 
a future project planned by the 
library staff. 

Services offered by the library 
do not stop at material on file. 
Through arrangements with the 
Library of Congress and other 
libraries, practically any reference 
material in the country may be 


obtained on lo£n for use by Con¬ 
vair engineers at Pomona. 

“In March we borrowed over 
700 items from one library alone,” 
Miss Haugh said. “Demand for 
this service is constantly increas¬ 
ing.” 

As many of the documents are 
recorded on microfilm, a viewer 
with a screen similar in size and 
shape to a television picture tube 
has been placed in one section of 
the library for the convenience of 
engineers. And as a service to 
new employees, another section of 
the room contains company his¬ 
torical information. The library 
even has a file of maps and 
charts covering different sections 
of the world. 

New books, technical publica¬ 
tions and catalogs will be added 
to the current collections from 
time to time, and a comprehensive 
card index is being compiled to 
assist with rapid location of all 
material on file. 

Miss Haugh, who has been with 
the library since it first opened, 
has a bachelor of arts degree 
from the University of Kansas 
and a bachelor of science degree 
in library science from the Uni¬ 
versity of Oklahoma. Her experi¬ 
ence as a librarian includes serv¬ 
ice with the Library of Congress, 
the Pentagon Library (which lat¬ 
er became the library of the De¬ 
partment of Defense), and with 
the Sandia Corporation, where 
she helped establish a technical 
library. 

Other regular members of the 
library staff include Faith Ross, 
Joan Stephenson and Joan Wilk¬ 
inson. 


Champ Drill Team 

Seven Convair FW employees 
were back at work this month, 
proud of their accomplishment as 
members of the Texas state 
champion Knights Templar drill 
team which won the title recently 
at Houston. They are: C. E. 
Jones, F. Dieb, W. A. Dunlap, 
O. B. Ostby, E. L. Bryant, S. 
Moon and C. A. Wagner, 


LIBRARY STAFF—Members of library staff, with a helping hand 
from Steve Burdock of Engineering central files, and others, worked 
long and hard in preparation for opening of new library area at 
Pomona. Left to right, standing: Burdock, Faith Ross, Joan Steph¬ 
enson, Joan Wilkinson. Seated, Miss Odessa Haugh, librarian. 
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Consolidated's machine shop at Buffalo wasn't very modern, even for those days. Note that power 
was all derived from belts connected with drive shaft up above. That is a hand feed drill at right and 
operator is supplying pressure. Wire screens were about only safety device popular then. 


Thirty Y« 

Next week Convair celebrates its 30th birthday, pi 
The scenes on these two pages, compared with the fii 
scenes inside Convair as we know them today, illustrate Isl 
vividly the progress over those years. Most of these to 



The Buffalo plant was a warehouse for autos and memories when Consolidai 
there in 1924. Memories were of the World War I "Jennies" built there i 
Crews had to clean out tons of sand, used as gun butts to test armamen 
ships, before Consolidated could start production. First planes Consolidated 
were PTs, two-place trainers for the Army. 



This was "Plating Room' 1 in Buffalo where some parts received zinc plating. In fore¬ 
ground are "sticks" which pilots later would use to operate controls. Heat treat was 
not unheard of then, but rather primitive. One Convair veteran recalls performing 
operation with wood fire under a tank! 



This was power plant such as Consolidated used for early day airplanes, a Simplex. 
Powerful for those days, think what it would look like compared to one of B-36 piston 
engines of today. 



Metal shop was where Consolidated made small fittings for early day planes. 
Elevated coat rack was popular then, too. Barely recognizable at rear is American c> 

flag which was brought out as new contract started and followed last ship out w 
the door. 



In vast contrast to Convair's modern waterbased aircraft is this view of XPy-l. 
Engines and wing were swung into place by means of pulleys and chains. There was f 

no such device as an overhead crane, ii 
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ears... 

y. pictures were taken at Buffalo, N. Y. The company's 
ie first plant, however, was at East Greenwich, Rhode 
e Island. The move to Buffalo was accomplished in 1924 
;e to provide enlarged facilities. 



•nsolidated moved 
there by Curtiss, 
rmament of those 
lidated built there 



Founder of Consolidated was Major Reuben H. Fleet 
(far left pictured alongside one of first ships company 
built. Next to him is Jim Kelley, then an Army inspector, 
now assistant to vice-president-manufacturing. 



Wood Shop at Buffalo was a mighty important section of the plant in those days. That's where 
a big portion of the airplanes came from! Fashioned from spruce, parts were made here which 
later made up wing,s on those early day trainers. Fuselages were metal tubing. 


i 
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Wing department was close to Wood Shop back in Buffalo, for that's where parts 
came from. Note sawhorses, secured to floor. After completion, wings were covered 
with fabric. 



Dope and Paint Room, with fuselage in foreground. First coats of "dope" were 
brushed on and spray used later. Radiators on wall helped during Buffalo winters but 
workers in Welding still were most comfortable! 
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Although basic wing structure of XPY-I was of metal tubing, covering still was 
fabric and dope. Oldtimers recall how fabric was carefully "sewed" to ribs every few 
inches with hooked needle and string,. 



This was hull of first Convair waterbased plane, the XPY-J. (Think of it in terms 
of today's R3Y!) Building 'em upside down was fashionable then. Eventually hull was 
spun around, right side up, with sling,s. Note wooden fixtures. 
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OPEN SEASON—These Convair FW lovelies want all the world to 


know that CRA archery activity is under way again at FW division. 
They are (left to right) Beth Lucas, Charlene Kelly and Judy Utley. 

Bowmen Practice for 
CRA Invitational Tourney 


Swim Tickets Available for 
CRA Beach Club at Burger's 


Players Seek 
Trapeze for 
Circus Show 

Anyone have a stray trapeze 
around the house they might loan 
to the CRA Wing and Masque 
Players at Convair FW ? 

The players need the trapeze as 
part of their props to stage their 
final dramatic production of the 
year June 4-6 and June 11-13 at 
CRA Playhouse. 

The Players have selected “The 
Flying Gerardos,” a three-act 
comedy, to wind up their dramatic 
season with flying colors. 

The comedy deals with the 
troubles encountered by a troupe 
of aerial artists loose in the wilds 
of Brooklyn and is highlighted by 
a contest between brain and 
brawn. 

Love triumphs in the end with 
brain and brawn combining so 
that the show goes on. 

Murrel Morris, wife of a Dept. 
6 employee, is the director. 

Cast members include Charlotte 
Gilfeather, Dave Halsey, Helen 
Rogers, Loyd Crader, Barbara 
Rothacker, Paula Heywood, Harry 
Weimer, Pat Ray, Bill Rogers, 
Jean Harrison, Roger Rock, Carol 
Kirby and Bryan Weickersheim- 
mer. 

Tickets are available at CRA 
office. 


Female Pitcher Has 
Outstanding Record 

Your CRA softball pitchers 
with a high base on balls average 
might do well to take a few les¬ 
sons from Betty Bramlett, Dept. 
22, No. 1 hurler of the CRA Con- 
vairettes at Convair FW. 

In five games Betty has walked 
only one batter! 


Archers at Convair FW were 
getting in some last-minute target 
practice this month in preparation 
for the CRA Invitational Archery 
Tournament to be held June 6 and 
7. 

Between 150 and 200 shooters 
are expected to participate, ac¬ 


cording to H. L. Lucas, commis¬ 
sioner. 

Entrants will compete for prizes 
in York round, clout and novelty 
targets. The grand archery trophy 
will be presented by the sporting 
goods department of Wolf and 
Klar Jewelers. 

Participation in the tournament 
will be free of charge to all CRA 
members, including Convair FW 
employees, their families and Air 
Force personnel attached to this 
installation. Others will be re¬ 
quired to pay $2.50 entry fee. 

A special feature of the two-day 
tournament will be on-the-spot 
catering service on the range, 
which is located at CRA Ranch, 
Lucas said. 


Model airplane builders might 
like to join newest CRA activity. 
Call CRA, ext. 5141, for informa¬ 
tion. 


Two third place awards and an 
honorable mention went to Con¬ 
vair FW’s J. D. White for his 
entries in the recent Texas Phila¬ 
telic Associations’ competition. 

White, who is commissioner of 
the CRA stamp and coin activity, 
earned a third place ribbon and 
certificate in both the foreign di¬ 
vision and the “specialized” divis¬ 
ion. His collection of U. S. postal 
notes brought him honorable men¬ 
tion. 

The CRA stamp activity’s entry 
also was awarded an honorable 
mention. Since it was a club pro- 


The “good ole summertime’ is 
just around the corner for Texans 
and CRA members at Convair FW 
were ready to welcome it with the 
opening of the CRA Beach Club 
for the season. 

The Beach Club, located again 
this season at Burger’s Lake, is 
officially open and tickets are 
available to employees and Air 
Force personnel at CRA office, ac¬ 
cording to an announcement made 
this week by I. M. Pemberton, 
CRA president. 

As part of its plant-wide recrea¬ 
tional program, CRA defrays a 
portion of the regular admission 
charges by selling books of ad¬ 
mission tickets to employees at a 
reduced rate. 

A book of 12 tickets for use on 
Sundays and holidays sells for 
$4.20. Tickets for use Mondays 
through Saturdays are available 

Autographed Baseball 
Presented as Trophy 
For Little Leaguers 

One CRA Little League baseball 
player at Convair FW will have a 
coveted trophy at the close of the 
season this year, thanks to Spen¬ 
cer Harris, president of the Fort 
Worth Cats. 

Harris, who took part in open¬ 
ing day ceremonies for the FW 
Little League, presented CRA Lit¬ 
tle League Commissioner A. K. 
Lawley with a baseball auto¬ 
graphed by all the members of the 
1952 world champion Brooklyn 
Dodgers team. 

The award is to go to the Lit¬ 
tle Leaguer named by loop offic¬ 
ials as the outstanding player to 
demonstrate the best qualities of 
baseball and sportsmanship. 

Hotel Texas Team 
Feated by Sponsor 

More praise was heaped upon 
the Convair FW Hotel Texas 
bowling team this week when the 
keglers and their wives were feted 
at a dinner-dance at Hotel Texas’ 
Keystone Room. 

The team, winners in the Na¬ 
tional Association of Foreman’s 
telegraphic tournament, were 
guests of Hotel Manager Andy 
Anderson. 

Team members are S. Elliston, 
G. Symn, J. Dowell, F. Gilfeather 
and G. Stilwell. 


ject, there was no division in 
which it could complete, White 
pointed out. All other entries were 
submitted by individuals. 

A total of 45 people from as 
far away as New Jersey and Cali¬ 
fornia entered the T. P. A. con¬ 
test, which was held in conjunc¬ 
tion with that group’s three-day 
convention in Fort Worth May 
1-3. 

Others from Convair who sub¬ 
mitted entries included Charles 
Hinckley, W. E. Fouts, Jack Frost 
and Mrs. Frost. 


in two sizes, 20 for $4.00 and 12 
for $2.40. 

The tickets are good for admis¬ 
sion for employees and their fam¬ 
ilies when presented at Burger’s 
Lake. 

No individual tickets are sold 
and employees must present the 
books to the gate at Burger’s Lake 
with the tickets intact, Pember¬ 
ton says. 

“Burger’s Lake can accommo¬ 
date large numbers of CRA mem¬ 
bers at one time with swimming, 
picnic and party facilities,” Pem¬ 
berton says. “We feel that it is an 
ideal Beach Club location.” 

Heist, Rangel 
Appointed CRA 
Commissioners 

Convair FW recreation groups 
had two new commissioners this 
week following appointment of 
John Rangel, Dept. 31, to head 
the Table Tennis activity and 
R. J. Heist, Dept. 24-8, to direct 
the Model Airplane activity. 

Rangel succeeds Lucky Sawa- 
mura, formerly of Dept. 6, while 



R. J. Heist John Rangel 


Heist is serving as first commis¬ 
sioner of the newly-organized 
model club. 

A veteran of nearly five years 
with Convair, Rangel has been 
active in the table tennis program 
for the last four years. During 
that time he has been consistently 
among the top-ranking competi¬ 
tors in local contests. 

In 1948, he took the men’s 
singles and doubles at the FW 
Open Tournament. Last year, he 
was runnerup in men’s singles 
and winner, with Martha Harring¬ 
ton, of the mixed doubles in CRA’s 
annual tournament. He repeated 
the record in this year’s CRA 
tournament. 

Rangel has announced plans for 
scheduling team matches to spark 
employees’ interest in table tennis 
between major tournaments. 

“We particularly want to build 
up interest and participation on 
the part of women employees, 
Wives and daughters of employ¬ 
ees,” he declared. 

The group currently meets 
every Sunday at the CRA Center 
and on the second, fourth and fifth 
Tuesday nights. 

Heist has had an equally suc¬ 
cessful background in his model 
airplane .work, although he has 
been active for only three years. 

At present he is also serving as 
publicity manager for the Cow- 
town Sahib (control line) club and 
secretary-treasurer of the FW 
Aero Modelers Association, a 
free-flight and radio control or¬ 
ganization. 

Heist participates in all phases 
of model aircraft except radio¬ 
control. Last year was his first 
for contest competition, but he 
and his 14-year-old son, Dickey, 
as a team have already won 17 
trophies. 

In 1952 they attended the Inter¬ 
national meet in Detroit, Mich., 
and are making plans to partici¬ 
pate again this year. 

Heist was instrumental in get¬ 
ting the new model airplane ac¬ 
tivity organized, having laid ini¬ 
tial groundwork for the organiza¬ 
tion as early as last September. 

Management Club League 
Opens Summer Schedule 

Teams No. 4 and 11 made a fast 
start to take over first place in 
the Convair FW Management 
Club bowling league last week as 
the summer bowling season got 
under way. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organizations of new 
activities.) 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting 2 to 5 p. m. 
for every one each Sunday at CRA Ranch. Range reserved from 6 to 10 p. m. each 
Tuesday for advanced archers. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Activity discontinued 
for summer months. 

BALLROOM DANCE—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—Rehearsals at 7:15 p. m. each Thursday at CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, phone SU-6921. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Second shift, W. D. Martin, 
ext. 6161. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Regular sessions at 7:30 
p. m. each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular meeting and quarter¬ 
ly contest, 7:30 p. m. May 25. Intermediate group meeting, 7:30 p. m. June 1. 
Both at CRA Center. 

Second Shift: Aaron Murray, director, ext. 4243. Regular meetings, 10 a. m. 
each Monday at CRA Center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 
11:45 a. m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50- 
foot aisle. Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Rehearsals under way for “The 
Flying Gerardos,” three-act comedy. CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Activity under way during 
lunch periods only. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 5280. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. Games played at the 
Little League park every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoon at 5 :30 
p. m. (Little League Park located at CRA Ranch.) 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Next meeting, 7 p. m. 
May 20 at CRA Center.*' 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner,, ext. 5138. Meetings at 
7:30 p. m. each Tuesday (work night) and Thursday (operating night) at CRA 
Center.- 

MOVES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial each Wednesday. 

RADIO-—Robert Raines, commissioner, phone ext. 2220. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext 3184. Roping at 2:30 p. m. 
Sundays, 9 :30 a. m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 p. m. Wednesdays and Fridays 
at CRA Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, ext. LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney commissioner, ext. 3155. Dancing every 
Monday at Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th & Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 p. m. 
Advanced 8 to 10 p. m. Next Fourth Saturday Night dance, 8:30 to 11 p. m. May 
23 at Northside Recreation Bldg. 

STAMP & COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for 
both groups, 7:45 p. m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play during lunch 
periods at plant and at 7 :30 p. m. May 26 and 31 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 10 p. m. at Forest Park tennis courts. Instruction offered from 
7 to 8 p. m. on Tuesdays. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext 5141. Play from 7 to 9:30 p. m. 
next Monday at Ernest Parker Junior High (May 25). Play on Monday, June 1, 
at City Recreation Bldg., 215 West Vickery. During remainder of June volleyball 
activity will be on Tuesdays at City Recreation Bldg. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext 3137. Activity during 
lunch periods only. 

Daingerfield Activities 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 



HONORABLE MENTION—This exhibit by FW CRA Stamp club 
won honorable mention in recent competition. Here W. E. Fouts 
(left) and J. D. White, commissioner, discuss club's exhibit which 
honored all recreational activities. Exhibit displayed stamps repre¬ 
senting various activities. 

White Garners Ribbons In 
Texas Philatelic Event 
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First Rodeo 
Sunday at 
CRA Ranch 

Better get out those blue jeans 
and cowboy boots, dust off that old 
Stetson and get ready, podner 
’cause there’s big doings Sunday 
(May 24) at CRA Ranch. 

It’s the first rodeo of the year 
at Convair FW and CRA riding 
and roping activities promise a 
bangup afternoon of entertain¬ 
ment when the show gets under 
way at 2:30 p. m. 

From the time the colorful 
grand entry is staged at 2:30 p. 
m. until the final event, there’ll 
be a thrill-a-minute for wild west 
enthusiasts. 

The usual rodeo events of calf 
roping, bull riding, bronc riding 
and ribbon roping will be supple¬ 
mented by a ladies barrel race 
and other events to please every 
taste, according to Jimmy Shack¬ 
elford, CRA riding and roping 
commissioner. 

Rodeo performers from 
throughout the plant are invited 
to take part in this first big rodeo 
of the 1953 season, Shackelford 
says. 

Entries may be made at CRA 
Ranch tonight (May 20), Friday 
night (May 22)or from 9 until 11 
a. m. Saturday (May 23). The 
Saturday morning entry period 
will be the deadline for the show. 

Tickets for the show will be 
available at the arena for 75 cents 
for adults and 25 cents for chil¬ 
dren, he adds. 

Wind Tunnel 
Group Paces 
CRA League 

Bowlers from Convair Dainger- 
field’s Wind Tunnel department 
monopolized the first two places 
in the CRA bowling league as the 
league began to settle into regular 
play this week. 

Team no. 3 (Wind Tunnel Ana¬ 
lysis) was first with 22 wins and 
six losses for the season. 

Second-place went to team No. 
4 (Wind Tunnel Lab) with a 16-12 
slate. 

Photo Lab is in third place with 
14*4 wins and 13 Mi losses, while 
Wind Tunnel Operations is in 
fourth with 10 wins and 18 losses. 

Industrial Relations has won 
nine and lost 19 for fifth and Jet 
Engine is in the cellar with a win- 
loss record of 8^ and 19 Mi. 



Texans Take Up Challenge of 
Lockheed Management Keglers 


Never let it be said tha a Texan 
refused to accept a challenge, es¬ 
pecially if it was issued by a Cali¬ 
fornian. 

That’s why bowlers represent¬ 
ing the Convair FW Management 
Club and Lockheed Aircraft’s 
Management Club at Burbank, 
Calif., will take to the hardwoods 
in their respective states soon to 
settle the challenge. 

It all started when FW bowlers 
monopolized a majority of the 
awards given in the National As¬ 
sociation of Foremen’s Telegra¬ 
phic Tournament. 

FW’s W. E. Magnuson was at¬ 
tending a NAF meeting when 
William Meek of Lockheed Air¬ 
craft questioned the abilities of 
Texas bowlers. The argument 
waxed back and forth and the two 
men returned to their jobs de¬ 
termined to settle the matter. 

The Management Clubs of both 
companies agreed to the tourna¬ 
ment and FW keglers will bowl 
their end at Tavener’s Playdium 
June 6. 

Results will be recorded and 
compared and a revolving trophy 
will go to the club winning the 
over-all tournament. It will re¬ 
main with that team until it loses 
in competition held each year. 

In addition, extra trophies will 
be provided for top teams in the 



HAPPY—Expression on face of 
R. Richardson, Dept. 27-1, shows 
how he feels after landing these 
six black bass at Possum Kingdom 
lake. Fish weighed total of 26 
pounds. 


FW end of the tournament by the 
FW Management Club. 

The tournament will be staged 
on a handicapped team basis only. 


Pitchers Shine 
In Loop Play 

A pair of CRA pitchers were 
the big guns during the past two 
weeks as Convair FW baseball 
teams made headlines around Fort 
Worth baseball circles. 

Jack Barton, making his first 
appearance as a Major City Lea¬ 
gue hurler, chalked up the first 
win of the season over Carswell 
AFB’s league leaders. 

The CRA nine copped the first 
game by a 7-3 count and then lost 
to the same team by a close 1-0 
score in the nightcap of. a double 
header. 

Bill Crow turned in a five-hit 
pitching performance to help the 
Sunday League nine retain its 
fourth place in loop standings. 
CRA downed Gulf Oil by a 7-2 
score. 

CRA scored in the top of the 
ninth to take a 9-8 victory over 
the First National Bankers- in an¬ 
other Major City league title. 


OPENING DAY—CRA Little League at FW had all the glamour 
of the big time when they held their opening day May 4. Upper 
left, M. L. Hicks, assistant division manager, and Spencer Harris, 
president of the Fort Worth Cats, confer before tossing out first 
ball. Gay Tucknies, Joe Chamberlain and Betty Mobley admire 
ball autographed by Brooklyn Dodgers to go to best little leaguer of 
year as present from Cats. Catcher Gary Grimes and Pitcher Jack 
Brittain of West Ridglea confer before game starts. Lower left is 
portion of crowd. Center is action shot of game between West 
Ridglea and Arlington Heights. At lower right four teams of Little 
Leaguers take to the field for opening ceremonies. 

Pitching Duel, Slugfest Top 
Little League Opening 


A pitching duel between two 
veteran CRA Little League hurl- 
ers at Convair FW and a two- 
team slugfest highlighted the first 
two weeks of play as the four- 
team loop settled down to four 
games a week. 

River Oaks’ Terry Barber and 
Arlington Heights’ Stan Stand- 
ridge staged the pitching duel in 
which only four hits were given 
up, two by each pitcher. 

Barber, playing his third and 
final year as a CRA Little Lea¬ 
guer, struck out the first 16 Ar¬ 
lington Heights batters to face 
him in the six-inning contest. 

Standridge issued only two hits 
but saw an error and a passed ball 
spell defeat for his team as River 
Oaks won by a 2-1 score. 

White Settlement and West 
Ridglea tangled in the game that 
recorded hits in almost every 
frame with the Panthers of White 
Settlement going home with the 
long end of the 18-9 score. 

Arlington Heights won the ini¬ 
tial game of the season before a 
large opening day crowd by down¬ 
ing West Ridglea by a 7-3 count. 

River Oaks bested White Set¬ 
tlement by a 15-3 count and Ar¬ 
lington Heights edged White Set- 


Hustlers, Panthers Pace 
CRA Softball Entries 


The CRA Hustlers and CRA 
Panthers loomed as .possible top 
city softball contenders at Con¬ 
vair FW this week as both teams 
sported no-loss records. 

The Hustlers won three and lost 
none in the West Texas League 
and then moved into the Western 
League to win two more straight. 
The Hustlers are currently tied 
for second behind General Engi¬ 
neering which has won three 
against no defeats. 

The CRA Panthers rule as top 
team in the East Texas League 
after winning four and losing 
none. The closest contender has a 
1-1 record. 

The CRA Bombers are one step 
out of the cellar in the American 


League with a single victory and 
five losses. 

Near cellar positions also be¬ 
long to the Major City League 
CRA nine and the CRA Hornets of 
the International League. 

The Major City nine has won 
one game and lost three and rate 
in fourth place behind Empire 
Steel, Frank Hague and Melvin 
Loan. 

Texas Motors is first in the In¬ 
ternational League with UAW- 
CIO and Cobell Supply in second 
and third respectively. 

Six straight losses by the girl’s 
team rank them as cellar dwellers 
in the Girl’s Industrial League. 


tlement by*a 4-3 count in other 
games. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager, tossed out the first ball 
of the 1953 season with Spencer 
Harris (president of the Fort 
Worth Cats) acting as catcher. 

The first game was complete 
with a public address system and 
concession stand. 

Little League games are played 
at the CRA Little League Park 
at CRA Ranch on Mondays, Tues¬ 
days, Thursdays and Fridays at 
5:30 p. m. 


CRA Volleyball 
Players Change 
Site of Play 

Despite an interrupted schedule, 
volleyball players at Convair FW 
will still be able to follow their 
sport during the summer months, 
according to CRA Commissioner 

H. L. Shaw. 

Monday, May 25, will be the last 
night for the activity to be held 
at Ernest Parker Junior High 
gymnasium, 1015 South Jennings. 

On the following Monday, June 

I, players will meet at City Re¬ 
creation building, 215 West Vick¬ 
ery Boulevard. For the remainder 
of the month, they will play at 
that gymnasium from 7 to 9:30 p. 
m. on Tuesdays, Shaw announced. 

“Players should circle these 
dates on their calendars—June 1, 
9, 16, 23 and 30—to meet at the 
City Recreation building,” he said. 

Next fall the activity will re¬ 
sume play at Ernest Parker gym¬ 
nasium. Until then, employees and 
their families may contact Shaw 
at WE-2521 for details on the 
activity. 


Like to sing? Attend sing-song 
sessions Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each week in plant. 


Summer bowling activities are 
ready to open. Bowlers may join 
a team or league by contacting 
league secretaries. 
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RESEARCH CENTER—A new photo of Daingerfield Division of Convair includes artist's dotted 
line which shows separation between the facility and buildings of Lone Star Steel Co. Major points 
include supersonic wind tunnel and high-altitude test cell for ramjet engines. Division is located 

near town of Daingerfield, in East Texas. At top of photo is Elliston Reservoir, water supply for the steel company and 
Convair. (It also supplies some good fishing on occasion.) 


Convair 'Salute Dinner' 
Slated at Daingerfield 

Convair’s total payroll during eight years of opera¬ 
tions at the Daingerfield Division has been in excess of 
$7,250,000, Dr. Edward Mack, Daingerfield Chamber of 
Commerce president, announced in revealing final plans 
for a May 27 Daingerfield “salute dinner” for Convair. 



CHIEF SPEAKER —Dr. Ralph 
E. Gibson, director of the Ap¬ 
plied Physics Laboratory of The 
Johns Hopkins University, who 
will speak May 27 at a dinner 
in honor of Convair at Daing,er- 
field, Tex. 

Engineering Students 
Win $1,200 in Prizes 

Seven aeronautical engineering 
students left Fort Worth last 
week $1,200 richer after winning 
awards in the first southwestern 
student competition staged by the 
Texas section, Institute of the 
Aeronautical Sciences. 

Students arid faculty members 
representing the colleges were 
guests of IAS during the four- 
day meeting held in Fort Worth 
under the sponsorship of Convair, 
Chance Vought Aircraft, Marine 
Aircraft and Temco Aircraft. 

Convair FW officials taking 
part in the program as speakers 
and leaders in various sessions 
included J. W. Larson, chief en¬ 
gineer; H. W. Hinckley, assistant 
chief engineer; N. B. Robbins, 
chief project engineer, and R. L. 
Lemmon, assistant project engi¬ 
neer. 


Convair’s annual payroll at 
Daingerfield is now approximate¬ 
ly $1,765,000. 

The testimonial dinner for Con¬ 
vair will be given by the Dainger¬ 
field chamber in the high school 
gymnasium. Tickets are available 
to the general public at the cham¬ 
ber office or from chamber mem¬ 
bers. 

Principal speaker will be Dr. 
R. E. Gibson, Director of the Ap¬ 
plied Physics Laboratory of The 
Johns Hopkins University, Silver 
Spring, Mary¬ 
land. He will be 
introduced by J. 
V. Naish, exec¬ 
utive vice presi¬ 
dent of Convair. 
J. E. Arnold, 
Convair’s Dain¬ 
gerfield Divi¬ 
sion manager, 
will respond to 
an “appreciation 
toast” by Dr. 

Mack. 

The occasion for the dinner is 
the 30th anniversary of the 


SD Club Candidate 
Nosed out at L.A. 

Betty Welker, winner of first 
place in the annual Convair SD 
Management Club scholarship 
contest, was a close second in the 
NAF Zone A (Southern Califor¬ 
nia) contest earlier this month. 
The winner was sponsored by 
Douglas Santa Monica. Miss 
Welker was accompanied to Los 
Angeles by N. W. Lamb, SD 
scholarship chairman, and other 
committeemen. 


founding of Convair and the 
eighth anniversary of Convair’s 
operations at Daingerfield. 

Leading political, industrial, 
and military figures have been 
invited to attend. The dinner is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 

Dr. Gibson, the principal 
speaker, is one of the nation’s 
foremost research scientists. A 
native of King’s Lynn, Norfolk, 
England, he studied chemistry at 
Edinburgh University, Scotland, 
under Sir James Walker. In 1924 
he joined the staff of the Geo¬ 
physical Laboratory, Carnegie In¬ 
stitution of Washington. He has 
been director of The Johns Hop¬ 
kins University Applied Physics 
Laboratory since April, 1948. The 
laboratory developed the proxim¬ 
ity fuze for rotating missiles 
during the war and since 1945 
has been in charge of the Bumble 
Bee Guided Missile program for 
the Navy Bureau of Ordnance. 

Arnold, manager of Convair’s 
Daingerfield Division, is a native 
of Bedford, Pa., and holds bache¬ 
lor and master degrees in engi¬ 
neering from Michigan State Col¬ 
lege. Prior to joining Convair at 
San Diego in 1943 he was an 
aerodynamicist for Curtiss- 
Wright and Taylorcraft Aviation 
Co. and served for a brief period 
as assistant professor on the 
University of Pittsburgh faculty. 

Lt Col. Rogers 
Crash Victim 

Lt. Col. Jack M. Rogers, deputy 
Air Force plant representative at 
Convair FW since 1952, was fatal¬ 
ly injured Sunday (May 17) in the 
crash of a Delta-Chicago and 
Southern Airline plane near Mar¬ 
shall, Texas. 

The accident, which occurred in 
a buffeting thunderstorm as the 
DC-3 was approaching for a land¬ 
ing at Shreveport, La., claimed 
the lives of 19 people. 

Col. Rogers was enroute to 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., for 
a week-long training course, ac¬ 
cording to Lt. Col. Columbus Sav¬ 
age, AF plant representative. 

Col. Rogers served as a pilot 
in the China-Burma-India theater 
during World War II and as a 
pilot on the Berlin Airlift in 1949. 

He joined the Southern Air 
Procurement District headquart¬ 
ers in 1949 and was assigned to 
Convair FW as deputy AF plant 
representative in 1952. 



HEAT BEATERS—When unseasonable heat descended upon SD 
recently, Training found classrooms in Building 32 somewhat less 
than comfortable and instructors took sensible action, moving out¬ 
doors, to the envy of Convairiety and others left behind. Instructor 
J. B. Peterman is shown continuing his class with sky for roof. 



New U.S. Speed Mark 
Set by FW Engineer 


A Convair FW design engineer this week was awaiting 
official confirmation of a new national air speed record 
set early this month when he “piloted” his class B model 
airplane to 142.46 miles an hour. 


The previous mark for such 
control-line planes was 136.99 
miles an hour, established in 
1950. 

W. T. Timmons, who has been 
a serious competitor in model 
events for eight years, made his 
speed mark May 3 at a meet 
sponsored by the Cowtown Sahib 
Club. Although the event was 
sanctioned by the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics, Timmons 
must wait for official confirma¬ 
tion. This involves submitting 
drawings of his plane and affida¬ 
vits from local and regional AMA 
officials. 

Timmons was a wartime B-25 
pilot and later studied aeronauti¬ 
cal engineering at the University 
of Texas. He has been employed 
in the aircraft industry for four 


years. Although it was after the 
war before he branched out in 
model aircraft to include powered 
models, he already has accumu¬ 
lated 56 trophies. 

“One of the most important 
items in speed flying is to reduce 
engine friction as much as pos¬ 
sible by polishing and lubricating 
the parts,” Timmons explained. 
“Between contests I experiment 
with different types of fuels and 
props.” 

Timmons said he averages 
eight to ten hours work a week 
on his planes and currently has a 
stable of four. He usually designs 
his own planes and builds them, 
too. He estimates that the aver¬ 
age speed model costs about $50 
in cash but much more in hard 
labor. 



RECORD-SETTER—William T. Timmons, FW design engineer, 
shows model airplane with which he set new Class B speed record 
of 142.46 miles an hour. Ship is made of wood and aluminum. 


Miniature of Convair-Liner Flies 
Successfully on First Hops 


A miniature model of the Con¬ 
vair-Liner 340 flew successfully 
May 10 on its maiden hop but 
suffered a small mishap in land¬ 
ing. 

The ship (Convairiety, May 6, 
1953) was built by Walter Hardy 
of Dept. 27 at San Diego with the 
hope in mind of setting a new 
free flight distance record for 
models. Hardy believes his plane 
will fly approximately 100 miles, 
if all goes well. 

“We had two flights on a 70- 
foot cable. On the first I took the 
plane to about 20 feet and then 
landed without difficulty,” Hardy 
reported. “Takeoff speed is about 
40 miles an hour and I believe we 
probably got up to about 80 in the 
air. The ship required a run of 
about 25 feet.” 

Assisting were Wallace A. 
Maxey, Louis Reed and Dave Ar- 


nott, all of Dept. 27 at SD. 

While movie cameras were re¬ 
cording the model’s reactions, 
Hardy put the ship into a stall on 
its second flight. Altitude, how¬ 
ever, was not sufficient to permit 
a recovery and the plane nosed 
in on landing, damaging the nose 
cap and one landing gear. 

“The damage has been repaired 
since and there was no structural 
failure,” Hardy added. 

Next step is to install radio 
control gear with which Hardy 
hopes to control the model on a 
cross-country flight, directed 
from an accompanying aircraft. 
Normally the plane weighs about 
six pounds. With a full load of 
gas and radio control gear, the 
total weight will be between 15 
and 18 pounds. Hardy said he has 
no definite idea of when the 
cross-country flight can be ar¬ 
ranged. 















































First Returns Chalked up on Big Score Board at Convair Fort Worth 
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Monster bulletin board in 50-foot aisle gets finishing touch from E. R. Frazier of Dept. 74, sign painter. Board will carry standings in bonds race 
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VICE CHAIRMEN—Elected vice chairmen of Convair's Board 
of Directors two weeks ago at Fort Worth are, left, Frank M. Pace 
Jr., former Secretary of the Army and now executive vice president 
of General Dynamics Corp., and Lawrence B. Richardson, rear 
admiral USN (Ret.), a senior vice president of General Dynamics. 
Chairman of the board, is John Jay Hopkins, both for General 
Dynamics and Convair. 


Convair Throws Weight Behind 
Water Conservation Program 


An intensive water conservation 
campaign expected to save 100,000 
gallons of water a day immediate¬ 
ly and about 250,000 gallons a day 
by July 10 got under way at Con¬ 
vair’s Fort Worth division this 
week. 

The program was prompted by 
the serious water shortage with 
which Fort Worth may be con¬ 
fronted in the near future, ex¬ 
plained August C. Esenwein, vice 
president and division manager. 

Further, Esenwein stated in a 


leter to City Manager W. O. Jones, 
if the situation becomes progres¬ 
sively more acute, Convair will ac¬ 
tivate plans for even more drastic 
reductions. 

Among other measures, Convair 
is offering a $100 cash award for 
the best employee suggestion re¬ 
ceived between now and July 31 
on the conservation of water. The 
$100 will be in addition to what¬ 
ever other regular award may be 
made. 

(Continued on page 2) 


'Moving Day' Relocates Various 
Depts. in Expansion Program 

It’s moving day at Convair FW 


Division! 

A series of seven moves by 
various departments is under way 
in an expansion program to make 
room for additional engineering 
personnel. 

Plant Engineering moved to 
Mez. 9 recently starting the series 
of shifts. Portions of Engineer¬ 
ing will occupy space vacated by 
Plant Engineering. Portions of 
Material will move to the mezza¬ 
nine at Col. 62. Expansion of the 
Contracts department will neces¬ 
sitate a move about June 29 to 


space formerly occupied by Mate¬ 
rials. 

After rearrangement of the 
cafeteria, Accounting will move 
about July 13 to the area now 
designated as the West Cafeteria. 
Engineering personnel on July 27 
will move into the area vacated 
by Accounting. 

Portions of Inspection will move 
from their present place on the 
first floor of the Maintenance 
Building, to the mezzanine be¬ 
tween columns 62-65. 

Portions of Material and In¬ 
spection are moving to make room 
for Contracts. 


Convair FW Jumps Into 
Early Lead as Savings 
Bond Drive Gets Going 

Convair FW division employees took an early lead in the current three-week “bond 
wagon race” for increased sales of U. S. Defense Bonds among the three divisions com¬ 
peting. 

(Daingerfield is participating in the campaign, but is not competing for the twenty 
$50 bonds to be awarded by lot to employees of the winning division.) 


Giant Press 
Readied for 
Work at FW 

A new half-million-dollar 
7,000-ton Hi-draw press — 
largest of its type ever built 
and largest hydraulic press 
of any type in the South¬ 
west—was nearly ready to 
go into production at Con¬ 
vair FW this week. 

Located in the drop hammer 
area of Dept. 31 at the south end 
of the plant, the king-size press 
soon will be spouting airplane 
(Continued on page 3) 

Lanphier Urges 
Bolder Attitude 

A bolder attitude in foreign af¬ 
fairs, backed up by a strong na¬ 
tion equipped with superior wea¬ 
pons systems, was advocated in 
June by T. G. Lanphier Jr., Con¬ 
vair vice-president, in a talk be¬ 
fore the Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club. 

Speaking before members only 
at the New Casino, Lanphier 
urged that course for the U. S. 
“in what is at best a hazardous 
international situation.” 

“As a nation/’ he said, “we are 
in a dangerous position. And 
there is no easy way out.” 

Lanphier called for a more 
positive approach in international 
politics, specifically in U. S. 
dealings with the Soviet Union 
and its satellites. 

“We have been fearful when 
we should have been bold. We 
have sat by while the Soviets took 
the political offensive when we 
should have grasped it ourselves. 
(Continued on page 2) 


The first report—issued as of 
close of business at 3:45 p. m. on 
June 24—showed that employee 
participation at Fort Worth has 
increased from 52 per cent to 68 
per cent, highest among the three 
divisions. 

In the same period, San Diego 
increased from 16.4 to 33.2 per 
cent; Pomona increased from 6.55 
to 31.2 per cent; and Daingerfield 
went up from 14.9 per cent to 81 
per cent. 

On this basis, Pomona went up 
24.7 percentage points, SD 17 per¬ 
centage points, FW 16 percentage 
points and Daingerfield 66 per¬ 
centage points. 

Dollar-wise, FW division also 
set the pace. Average deduction 
per week rose from $7.44 to $7.83 
—while averages at SD and Po¬ 
mona dropped. SD dropped from 
$8.97 to $5.98, and Pomona drop¬ 
ped from $8.40 to $5.05. 

If the inter-division contest 
were to be judged on basis of the 
June 24 standings, FW would win 
the twenty $50 bonds. The division 
would be given 40 points for first 
place in participation; 20 points 


Appointment of a three-man 
committee to handle most cases 
was announced by August Esen¬ 
wein, Convair Employees’ Con- 
Trib-Club, Inc., president and 
chairman of the club board of 
directors. 

Members are: Milton A. Stew¬ 
art, of tooling, chairman; C. R. 
Ingle, of Dept. 73 (electrical 
bench); and F. E. Chambers, per¬ 
sonnel manager. 


for third place in participation in¬ 
crease in percentage points; and 
40 points for first place in average 
dollar deduction, or a total of 100 
points. 


Winners of defense bonds in 
the first drawing (held at 8 p. 
m. Friday night) were: 

$100 bond: J. W. Satterfield, 
Dept. 64. 

$50 bonds: O. Z. M. Coon, 64; 
G. F. Cross, 22; I. W. Fletcher, 
22; L. D. Hammit, 27; B. G. 
Bowman, 4; H. D. Littlefield, 46; 
and C. S. Lovell, 22. 

Next drawing for bonds will 
be at the 50-foot aisle at 11 a. 
m. on Friday, July 3. Program 
will include brief concert by 
Carswelll AF Base military 
band. 


This compares with 90 points 
for San Diego and 80 points for 
Pomona. 

“But the competition is not over,” 
emphasized August C. Esenwein. 


Esenwein explained that the 
C-T-C board voted to set up 10 
per cent of all C-T-C receipts to 
be used for emergency aid pur¬ 
poses. If that figure (about 
$10,000 per month at this time) 
proves too high or too low, the 
board will reconsider. 

Stewart announced that the 
three-man committee already has 
handled a number of cases, but 
that details of grants are held 
(Continued on page 2) 


(Continued on page 2) 

Con-Tribs Emergency Aid Program 
Gets Underway at Convair FW 

Con-Trib-Club’s emergency aid program, designed to 
give limited financial help to Convair employees and fami¬ 
lies facing emergency need of funds, is now in operation 
at FW Division. 
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£cck Ch trie A 


Service Pins 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3, H. L. Reed; 
Dept. 4, B. T. Cooksey, R. K. Humble; 
Dept. 6, W. W. Hill, G. G. Johnson, 

A. A. Lanzara, H. B. Stanley Jr. ; 
Dept. 14, A. S. Cooper, H. E. Miller; 

Dept. 20, E. Holt, L. C. Hopper. 

Dept. 22, R. M. Bennison ; Dept. 24, 
R. R. Brubaker, H. G. Craig, W. J. 
Jarrott, A. E. Northcott Jr., G. E. 
Pringle, G. W. Stell ; Dept. 25, R. W. 
Downey; Dept. 27, G. Hazlewood, E. 
Reese, J. L. Satterfield, B. C. Schick. 

Dept. 28, C. F. Gilley; Dept. 29, D. E. 
Wilbanks; Dept. 30, R. H. Perkins; 
Dept. 31, P. D. Austin, J. H. Boggs, 

M. F. Britt, J. S. Brown, R. Fillmore, 
J. C. Jones, J. N. Prather, J. C. Pur- 
selley, O. W. Wentworth. 

Dept. 44, O. M. Howell, J. W. Stogs- 
dill ; Dept. 45, D. T. Bradley; Dept. 46, 

N. E. Hollis; Dept. 47, I. McJunkins, 
N. P. Taylor; Dept. 48, O. J. Davidson, 
J. E. Edwards; Dept. 50, J. D. Bridge- 
water, J. C. Hawkins, J. C. Rankin. 

Dept. 60, E. D. Hitch, L. C. Mc- 
Claflin, B. R. Plumlee; Dept. 61, V. E. 
Calicott, C. R. Cleveland, A. Crunley, 
H. O. Dickerson, R. A. Fetter, E. M. 
Flynn. 

Dept. 62, W. J. Dominey; Dept. 63, 
A. D. Branch, J. Farr, A. A. Leaverton, 
G. W. Reynolds; Dept. 64, W. C. Mc¬ 
Lennan, W. L. Orr, A. J. Stafford, J. 

A. Story; Dept. 65, A. Keefer, A. C. 
Rydel Jr., P. J. Walton. 

Dept. 81, L. E. Callaway, F. D. Hol¬ 
land, J. M. Miller, J. M. Moncrtef ; Dept. 
82, S. M. Moon; Dept. 91, C. B. Carter, 
E. E. Miller, E. H. Thornton; Dept. 92, 
T. Cannon. 

Five-year pins; Dept. 4, B. G. Boyd, 
Y. W. Hawkins, H. L. Rice; Dept. 6, 
L. F. Gray, H. F. Marx, M. R. Run- 
nion ; Dept. 9, S. L. Henderson Jr. ; 
Dept. 12, M. F. Keller; Dept 14, J. S. 
Duncan ; A. M. Renshaw, J. S. Singleton. 

Dept. 20, M. R. Gilstrap, J. E. Sparks ; 
Dept. 22, H. R. Bales, B. R. Harper, 
J. P. Johnson ; Dept. 27, F. H. Jones, 
G. M. Pittman Jr.; Dept. 29, J. A. 

Diehl, W. T. Patterson; Dept. 30, E. L. 
Phillips. 

Dept. 31, T. Daniells Jr., J. Dodson, 
R. A. Fowler, J. A. Moore ; Dept. 43, 
G. B. Baker, J. C. Bass Jr., J. T. Chap¬ 
man, J. E. Evans, G. E. Pearson, J. A. 
Rampley; Dept. 44, J. W. Box, S. D. 
Grey, L. P. Holt, E. W. Locker, N. D. 
Robeson, J. E. Scarborough, J. R. 
Stewart, T. E. Wilson, J. D. Wood. 
Dept. 45, G. Furcho, J. W. Hughes, 

B. B. Salyer, E. C. Stephens, L. A. 

Svetlik Jr. ; Dept. 46, C. C. Boyd, E. J. 
Johnson, K. P. Palmer, E. M. Phillips, 
P. M. Roberts, R. W. Searls, W. L. 

Simmons, W. A. Stoneman Jr., T. B. 
Therwanger. 

Dept. 47, S. L. Bailey, V. C. Breiten- 
stein, M. C. Floyd. J. W. Hearne, P. 
L. Norris, H. S. Smith, W. H. Ward, 
J. T. White; Dept 48, C. Bowling Jr., 
J. W. Branam, J. L. Brannan, J. P> 

Hart, M. A. Jarrard, J. E. Kemp, B. J. 
McCreight, E. H. Oshields, J. R. Petty, 
G. Rios, R. E. Swartz. W. F. Tribble; 
Dept. 50, C. Grisham, H. L. Pemberton ; 
Dept. 64, C. H. Brame; Dept. 65, G. M. 
Ogle, C. O. Reed ; Dept. 73, D. L. Bar¬ 
nett, C. M. Charroux, A. H. Day, G. 
Smith. 

Dept. 74, W. W. Athey, G. R. Hall; 
Dept. 75, J. E. Butler, C. L. Ely Jr., 
W. D. Wilson ; Dept. 76, W. L. Nunlee ; 
Dept. 81, E. L. Cooper, J. C. Hawkins, 
G. Rice, B. J. Thompson. 

Dept. 82, W. H. Trevathan; Dept. 91, 

C. L. Hall, D. A. Marchioni, G. H. 
Stiff, A. M. Sullivan, R. L. Watson ; 
Dept. 92, T. E. Dixson, F. C. Kimbrell, 

D. M. Penninger, A. J. Robinson. 

Dept. 93, J. L. Eastwood, P. N. Mal¬ 
donado, T. D. Mullikin Jr. L. J. Pente¬ 
cost, C. E. Winkle; Dept. 94, R. A. 
Brown, W. J. Hall, J. P. Harvison, D. 
T. Hyden, M. T. Lewis. L. N. Newman, 

E. L. Pippin, W. A. Shanks; Dept. 95, 
C. B. Massey, E. M. Nunley, A. M. 
Parkinson 


Births 

FORT WORTH 

SERRATA—Daughter, Cynthia, 6 lbs. 
8 y 2 oz., born June 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Serrata, Dept. 22-5. 

POSEY—Son, Rex Allen, 8 lbs. 4 oz., 
born June 22 to Mr. and Mrs. R. Posey, 
Dept. 30. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST—Ladies’ white gold diamond 
ring with one center stone and four 
side stones. Lost Thursday, June 19. 
$25 reward. Contact June F. Crowe, 
Dept. 30, Second Shift, or call LA-8284. 


Pioneer to Recall 
FW ‘Box Seat’ Days 

A Convair FW woman who re¬ 
calls working at the plant when 
a blanket furnished the only heat 
and a wooden box the only seat 
was due for special recognition 
this month. 

She is Mrs. Mary McDaniel 
(Convairiety, Feb. 28, 1951), chief 
telephone operator and FW’s old¬ 
est employee in point of service. 
She started to work in December, 
1941, using a packing crate for a 
chair because furniture had not 
yet arrived. 

Mrs. McDanieFs experiences 
during those early days will be 
in an article in “The Signal,” 
quarterly publication of the 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 


FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 4, Material: to receiving and 
stores assistant foreman, H. R. Elkins. 
To procurement representative, R. E. 
Wadsworth. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to design engi¬ 
neer, W. C. Taylor, D. S. Spraker. To 
design engineer senior, C. D. Sutton, to 
structural engineer senior, E. D. Hines. 
To test engineer, H. L. Wallace Jr. 

Dept. 10, Budget: to project budget 
co-ordinator, M. R. A. Grant. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool design an¬ 
alyst, J. C. Hobbs, A. A. Hamilton, A. 
A. Shelley. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: to as¬ 
sistant superintendent, F. H. Denby. 
To plant engineering general supervisor, 
M. E. Messersmith. To supervisor, G. S. 
Adams Jr. To general foreman, R. C. 
Andrews, C. F. Coble, E. L. Stringer, 
D. W. Pringle, W. H. Knight. To as¬ 
sistant foreman, E. M. Fore, G. R. Mc- 
Quinn, C. C. Nelson, H. W. Smith, G. 
M. Trammell Jr., J. E. Wood, G. L. 
Zaiger, E. L. Robertson, M. C. Huey. 

Dept. 26, Subcontracts: to material 
liaison man, C. J. York ; to administra¬ 
tive assistant. J. C. Holt. 

Dept. 64, Field Operations: to assistant 
foreman, E. M. Parker. 

Dept. 65, Manufacturing: to general 
foreman, C. Houp Jr. 

Dept. 92, Modernization: to foreman, 
W. J. Barr, W. D. Lewis. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following people have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$579.33 for the period ending June 19, 
1953. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: J. H. 
Rodgers, L. R. Kight, A. A. Malone. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: E. Rutledge. 

Dept. 44, Nose and Tail: S. B. Turner. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: C. M. Cook, R. F. 
Bass, J. W. Colston. 

XC-99 Sporting 
New Proboscis 

The Air Force’s largest opera¬ 
tional aircraft—the Convair-built 
XC-99 cargo transport—had an¬ 
other king-sized installation this 
month. 

A new 250-pound “nose” hous¬ 
ing radar and electronic equip¬ 
ment has been installed on the 
cargo giant at its home field at 
Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. 

The electronic device has a 
range of some 200 miles and 
ability to spot high mountains, 
approaching thunderstorms and 
other flight hazards in addition 
to revealing the presence of other 
aircraft. 

Addition of the extra “snoot,” 
according to airmen flying the 
XC-99 on cargo flights between 
Kelly and McClelland AFB, Calif., 
definitely places Jimmy Durante 
in a secondary class. 


Convair Men Active 
In FW Lions Clubs 

Four Convair FW Division em¬ 
ployees have recently been in¬ 
stalled as officers of local Lions 
Clubs. 

J. Y. McClure, manager of 
Quality Control, now heads the 
West Side club. Walter S. Steck, 
inspection production, was named 
vice-president. 

Loyd Turner, special assistant 
to the division manager, was re¬ 
cently named “lion tamer” and 
elected to the board of directors 
of the downtown Fort Worth club. 

Also installed as president was 
A. E. Stuart, chief in inspection- 
modernization. He will preside 
over the Lake Worth Lions Club. 


Receiving Inspector 
Dies While at Work 

Charles Levi Nixon, 57, Convair 
FW receiving inspector, died June 
24 of a heart attack while at work 
in the plant. Nixon is survived by 
his wife, Opal and a child. He 
lived at McKinney, Tex., his birth¬ 
place. 


ARTICLE PUBLISHED 

An article by a Convair FW 
Division employee, Charles A. 
Glauber, Dept. 3-3, appeared re¬ 
cently in “The Bulletin,” a maga¬ 
zine published by the National 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals. 


if CcMaiHetij -k 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, about 50,000. News items and letters to 
the editor are solicited but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


Emergency Aid Program to Help 
Distressed Goes Into Operation 



SHIRT SLEEVES — Convair 


vice president T. G. Lanphier Jr. 
took off his coat (it was a warm 
evening) to address FW Man¬ 
agement Club members last 
month. 

Lanphier Urges 
Bolder Attitude 

(Continued from Page 1) 

We have failed to take a full po¬ 
litical advantage of our power,” 
he stated. 

Lanphier pointed to superior 
weapons systems, such as B-36s 
being turned out at FW Division 
and other systems under develop¬ 
ment or production at other Con¬ 
vair divisions, as essential to de¬ 
fense. 

“But weapons alone are not in¬ 
surance of security,” he held. 
“Their great value is as a deter¬ 
rent to aggression and as support 
for a bold, forthright and coura¬ 
geous attitude abroad, as befits 
the United States as a free peo¬ 
ple.” 

Lanphier admitted there is a 
risk involved, but he maintained 
that in the long run the course 
involves less risk than a policy of 
fearful waiting. 

“After all, we live in risky 
times,” he added, “and under the 
circumstances I, for one, would 
feel a lot safer if, for instance, the 
Soviets were more worried about 
what might happen to them if 
they do not come to reasonable 
terms in Korea, rather than have 
us keep on worrying so much 
about what might happen to us if 
they don’t.” 


“It’s only barely started — and 
Fort Worth division will have to 
work all the harder to maintain 
its lead.” 

The actual winning division will 
be determined by the standings 
at the end of the campaign, as in¬ 
dicated by the chart at top of the 
page. 

On the first report, FW had 
signed up 3,260 new bond sub¬ 
scribers, and needed 1,558 more 
to make its 75 per cent participa¬ 
tion target figure. 

Of departments in Group One 
(with 1 thru 430 employees), 
Dept. 10, with 96 per cent parti¬ 
cipation, was highest. It likewise 
showed the biggest increase in 
amount of deductions—a whop¬ 
ping 351 per cent. Biggest aver¬ 
age deduction, however, was made 
by Dept. 18 with $12.77. 

Group One as a whole made 67 
per cent in participation, a 33 per 
cent increase in amount of aver¬ 
age bond deductions and an aver¬ 
age of $7.93 per bond deduction 
per week, which was a 33 per cent 
increase. 

Among Group Two departments, 
(431-899 employees), Dept 82 rat¬ 
ed 90 per cent participation, high¬ 
est in the group. It also was 
highest in per cent of increase in 
amount of deduction: 66 per cent. 
Highest average deduction was 
$8.82—also turned in by 82. 

Group Two as a whole made 74 
per cent participation and a $7.84 
average bond deduction. 

In Group Three (900 employees 
and up), Dept. 22, with 69 percent, 
led in participation. Highest aver- 


(Continued from Page 1) 
confidential by the club in order 
that no employee or member of 
his family may be embarrassed. 

“The grants have been made,” 
he stated, “in accordance with 
Con-Trib-Club by-laws. In other 
words, they have been made to 
employees and their families fac¬ 
ing immediate need for financial 
help to maintain subsistence 
levels of food, clothing and hous¬ 
ing. 

“And this need for assistance 
has been due to causes beyond the 
control of the employee or the 
family.” 

Stewart explained that funds 
are not unlimited, but that thus 
far it has not been necessary to 
refuse any employee for lack of 
funds. 

“That doesn’t mean that we 
haven’t turned down any applica¬ 
tions,” he stated. “We have turn¬ 
ed down some because they 
proved, upon inquiry, to be need 
due to mismanagement in the 
family, or poor judgment or 
things like that.” 

Employees wishing to make ap¬ 
plication for emergency aid 
grants, or employees wishing to 
make applications on behalf of 
other employees, may do so in 
the Employees Services section of 
the personnel department. 

But the decision as to whether 
a grant is made, and if so in what 
amount, is made by the C-T-C 
committee if the amount is $250 
or under. If the grant is to ex¬ 
ceed $250, it must be passed upon 
by the entire C-T-C board of di¬ 
rectors. 

To qualify for a grant, an ap¬ 
plicant, among other things, must 
be on Convair’s active payroll (in¬ 
cluding employees assigned to 
Dept. 99) or be the spouse or 
dependent child of a Convair 
employee. 

He must also have utilized all 
his own resources, and other re¬ 
sources which may be available to 
him through public agencies, to 
the satisfaction of the emergency 
aid committee. 

“Con-Trib-Club is anxious to 
help people in dire emergencies 
of the type described,” Stewart 
emphasized. “But we cannot help 
everyone who finds himself in a 
‘bind.’ It must be due to circum¬ 
stances beyond his own control.” 


age deduction was $9.17 scored by 
Dept. 6. 

For the group as a whole, the 
record shows 63 per cent partici¬ 
pation, an increase of 35 per cent 
in amount of bond deductions for 
an average of $7.73 per deduction 
per week. 

Second campaign report will be 
issued Friday, July 3, showing re¬ 
sults up to 3.45 p. m. on Wednes¬ 
day, July 1. 


Water— 

(Continued from page 1) 

Conservation measures will in¬ 
clude: 

Curtailing watering of shrubs 
and grass. 

Rerouting heating and cooling 
water back to lake. 

Individuals Aid With 
Big Bond Purchases 

Convair FW employees are 
making a big personal effort to 
put FW Division at the top in 
the current defense bond drive. 

Among them are F. F. Paschall, 
Dept. 22-2, who recently pur¬ 
chased twelve $100 bonds. Pas¬ 
chall is a blueprint clerk on the 
third shift. 

A Dept. 95 employee, J. T. 
Moody, bought a $1,000 bond. 
Moody also started payroll deduc¬ 
tions and will purchase more than 
a $25 bond a month. 

C. W. Robertson helped the 
record for Dept. 64 when he pur¬ 
chased three $100 bonds and 
doubled his weekly deduction. 


“Please bear with us, and when 
we cannot render aid to some par¬ 
ticular individual, realize that 
there may be circumstances of 
which you are unaware—but of 
which the emergency aid commit¬ 
tee is acutely aware.” 

Change in Phone 
Setup Planned 

New procedures were being de¬ 
veloped and new equipment being 
installed at Convair FW this week 
to double the capacity of the tele¬ 
phone system for handling of out¬ 
side calls. 

Outside calls now are averaging 
about 3,500 per day. With the 
installation of an additional panel 
on the PBX board, thus making 
it possible for five operators to 
work at one time, up to 6,000 calls 
a day may be handled, according 
to G. G. Stogsdill, office services 
supervisor. 

But to do this, he explained, it 
is also necessary to change proce¬ 
dures on handling of long dis¬ 
tance calls. Though there will be 
other details, basic change is this: 

Instead of placing long distance 
calls with a Convair operator, as 
is done now, from July 16 on, 
the person placing the call will 
give it direct to long distance 
operators of the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. downtown. 

“This,” explained Stogsdill, 
“will eliminate the time wasted 
by Convair operators as “middle¬ 
men” between the person placing 
the call and the commercial 
operator handling the call.” 

Of course, commercial operators 
will place calls only for author¬ 
ized Convair personnel. 

Convair now has 37 trunk lines 
to the outside world, in addition 
to 16 pay phones provided for 
employees personal use. Inter¬ 
nally, to provide fast communica¬ 
tions over the 563 acres of the 
Fort Worth Division grounds, a 
total of 1,200 telephone lines are 
hooked into 1,500 instruments, ac¬ 
cording to S. J. O’Leary, of plant 
engineering. There are also five 
teletype lines to other cities, plus 
three Western Union lines and 
three lines on which weather in¬ 
formation from other points is re¬ 
ceived. And there are direct lines 
to Carswell Air Force Base, to the 
Southern Air Procurement Dis¬ 
trict in the Ridgelea area of Fort 
Worth and to Dallas. 

To coordinate movement of 
materials and equipment in the 
plant, traffic department has 15 
two-way radios on vehicles of 
various types and one master sta¬ 
tion. To assist in protecting em¬ 
ployees and the plant, industrial 
security department operates 22 
mobile two-way radios and three 
master stations (two in fire sta¬ 
tions and one in headquarters). 

Then, to coordinate production, 
manufacturing control operates 
a 26-station inter-communication 
system. ♦ 

Convair Supplies 
Wedding Principals 

An “all-Convair” wedding is 
set for tonight, July 1, at the 
Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club, 
most of whose members are Con¬ 
vair folks of the FW Division. 

Principals are Isabelle Lassman 
of Contracts (11-2), and J. D. 
Gowan of Metal Forming (31). 
The ceremony will be performed 
by E. G. Crosier, assistant super¬ 
visor of employee services and an 
ordained minister. 

Best man in the candlelight 
double-ring ceremony before the 
fireplace will be Charles Hudson 
of Dept. 22-3. And matron of 
honor will be Mrs. L. R. Fiock, 
wife of an industrial engineering 
employee. 

The bride will be given away 
by Gus Messick of Air Force in¬ 
spection at the plant. Even the 
flower girl has a Convair con¬ 
nection. She’s Zelana Lassman, 
eight-year-old daughter of the 
bride. 

After the ceremony a reception 
' will be held at the clubhouse. 


Convair FW Jumps Into Early 
Lead as Bond Campaign Begins 

(Continued from Page 1) 
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Months of Preparation Bear Fruit as Million-Pound Press Ready to Go 



MIGHTY MACHINE—Convair FW puts finishing touches on installation of 
new Hi-draw press. Picture sequence made over period of months shows from left 
to right: girders and pulleys necessary for erecting huge press; bed of press aboard 
truck prior to being lowered into 22-foot foundation; press bed in place below 


floor level with main ram in position; main head of press in place with 3,300-g.allon 
tank atop containing hydraulic oil; and press nearly completed with pumps and 
guard rails in place. 


Giant, Half Million Dollar 
Press Installed For FW 


SD Counts its Casualties' 
After Mock Atom Drill 

Although last month's Civil Defense drill at Convair 
San Diego showed up some weak spots in the organiza¬ 
tion, the overall performance drew a commendation from 
L. A. Howard, Civil Defense coordinator. More than 1100 
persons were involved. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
parts larger than were previously 
possible on Hi-Draw metal-form¬ 
ing machines. 

“Its capacity for handling of 
larger parts,” said W. E. Mag- 
nuson, fabrication superintendent, 
“will enable us to produce those 
parts at a higher level of quality, 
and at the same time do it quicker 
and more economically. 

Secret Project 
Work Lauded 

Special commendation for Con¬ 
vair FW employees who success¬ 
fully completed the highly classi¬ 
fied “Lenrush” project came this 
week from Headquarters, Wright 
Air Development Center at 
Wright-Patterson AF Base, Ohio. 

In a letter to August C. Esen- 
wein, the commendation from Col. 
M. D. Dernier, vice commander, 
said'in part: 

“The handling of the tremen¬ 
dous amount of engineering, fab¬ 
rication, disassembly and reas¬ 
sembly, a major inspection and 
the pre-flights to meet a deadline 
directed by Headquarters, USAF, 
reflects credit to your organiza¬ 
tion. . . . 

“It is difficult to single out 
individuals for special mention, 
but Mr. Robert L. Lemmon of the 
engineering department deserves 
credit for the splendid manner in 
which he coordinated all phases 
of engineering, parts fabrication, 
and final assembly. . . . 

“The personnel of the Adminis¬ 
trative, Contracts, Engineering 
and Development departments de¬ 
serve the highest praise. 

“The personnel of the engineer¬ 
ing pneumatic and hydraulics 
groups also deserve praise for 
their excellent work.” 


“In addition, the larger single 
parts (as compared to smaller 
parts which must be joined to¬ 
gether with rivets or by some 
other method) also give ns a finer 
end product—and thus ultimately 
a better aircraft.” 

Purchase of the new machine— 
largest single machine at FW 
Division—was arranged by the 
equipment engineering section of 
plant engineering. 

R. C. Rudell, equipment engi¬ 
neering supervisor, said total cost 
of the machine was in the neigh¬ 
borhood of $430,000. 

“But if ordered today,” he said, 
“it would cost us about $695,000. 
That’s how much costs have gone 
up since we ordered it.” 

It was built by the Hydraulic 
Press Manufacturing Co. of Mt. 
Gilead, Ohio. 

Installation of the machine, 
supervised by plant engineering 
personnel, took more than six 
weeks. It required eight freight 
cars to bring it to Fort Worth. 
Total weight is in the neighbor¬ 
hood of 1,000,000 pounds. The 
press bed weighs 190,000 pounds; 
the booster plate 46,000 pounds; 
the main ram (the hydraulic 
“hammer” that puts on the pres¬ 
sure) 622,000 pounds; and the 
head 157,000 pounds. 

To hold the machine while it is 
producing pressures up to 10,000 
pounds per square inch, plant 
engineering built a foundation of 
reinforced concrete extending 19 
feet below floor level. 

Magnuson said that when tests 
and all adjustments are complete, 
the new press will be operated by 
employees of Dept. 31, headed by 
General Foreman E. G. Hender¬ 
son. 

In the meantime, tooling people 
are completing the advance work 
necessary to put the machine into 
production. 


Children Missing as 
Flames Raze Home 

When fire awakened Joseph 
H. Harris (Dept. 27 FW) and 
his wife at 4:45 a.m. at 3109 
Lubbock their first thought was 
for the safety of their three 
children. 

Through the burning home 
they dashed in night clothes. 
But the baby’s crib was empty. 
So were the other children’s 
beds. In panic they retreated 
before the flames which de¬ 
stroyed the home. 

Then, almost fainting with re¬ 
lief, they remembered: the chil¬ 
dren were spending the night 
with grandmother! 

Hopkins to Talk 
Before SD Club 

John Jay Hopkins, chairman of 
the Convair board of directors, is 
scheduled to be the principal 
speaker July 22 when members of 
the Convair SD Management Club 
gather at the Balboa Park Club. 

The event will mark the first 
major speech by Convair’s new 
board chairman at SD since Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics Corp., which Hop- 
funs also heads, bought controlling 
stock in Convair. 

The program will be sponsored 
by 340 final assembly with Supt. 
J. E. Glenn as chairman. 


Three Get Awards 

Three Convair FW Division 
men recently received awards for 
successful completion of college 
courses at Texas Christian Uni¬ 
versity. 

Those receiving a refund of 
their tuition price for having 
made high grades were H. D. 
Roye, M. E. Miller and K. F. 
Smith, all of Dept. 27. This is 
the second time Smith has re¬ 
ceived an award. The courses are 
sponsored by the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club. 


“Almost all performed their 
duties in a highly commendable 
manner,” Howard said. “The ex¬ 
ercise showed up several things 
that need correcting, but that is 
what a drill is for.” 

The “mock” attack was staged 
on both first and second shifts 
with Civil Defense teams going 
through the actions they would 
perform if a real bomb had fallen 
in downtown San Diego. The first 
warning came over the public ad¬ 
dress system followed by a siren 
blast sounding the “red alert.” 
When the “all clear” was sounded 
the teams went to work. 

Radiological groups monitored 
both plants for radioactivity while 
firefighters took up their danger 
posts. 

Most active, however, were the 
mobile first aid units whose mem¬ 
bers treated make believe “cas- 


Supt. John Hopman, in charge 
of the Building 4 zone, added 
a new note to the Civil Defense 
drill when he sent a message to 
control headquarters during the 
alert that he had a “riot on his 
hands.” Control, somewhat con¬ 
fused, messaged back to find 
out if he needed assistance. 
Later Hopman explained he 
was adding his own touch to 
the raid to “give those aux¬ 
iliary cops something to do!” 


ualties” and tried out their band¬ 
aging skills under the eyes of 
zone lieutenants. 

“The system of ticketing the 
‘injured’ was tried out for the 
first time and went very smooth¬ 
ly,” Howard said. “Those who 


handled the paper work did their 
jobs so well that we had all the 
information necessary to notify 
families of the ‘injured’ as to the 
seriousness of their conditions and 
where they had been sent for 
treatment.” 

Some areas failed to bear the 
announcements adequately and 
this is being corrected, Howard 
said. Also, there was evidence of 
movement of Civil Defense peo¬ 
ple from one station to another 
without notifying area captains. 
The drill on the second shift ap¬ 
peared to be hampered by lack 
of sufficient trained personnel, as 
a number recently were trans¬ 
ferred to the first shift. 

Another similar drill is tenta¬ 
tively planned for September. 

Big Prize Selection 
Marks Club Meeting 

Professional television enter- 
tainment and an extra large selec¬ 
tion of raffle prizes have been 
promised Convair Pomona Man¬ 
agement Club members at their 
July 8 meeting at The Palms, 
when Quality Control will be host. 

The Palms, located on Route 66 
(Foothill Blvd.) four miles west 
of Garey, has been reserved ex¬ 
clusively for the meeting. The 
club features ample parking space 
and has accommodations for 1500 
persons. 

In addition to the entertain¬ 
ment, a brief talk by a represen¬ 
tative of the National Association 
of Foremen has also been sched¬ 
uled. Social hour begins at 6:15 
p.m., with dinner starting at 7 
p.m. 



PICKING UP THE PIECES—Civil Defense teams at San Diego June 18 had 
biggest workout yet when they went through paces at both plants. Drill presupposed 
that an atomic bomb had fallen in downtown area and after "white" condition was 
sounded, mobile first aid stations went into action. Photos above were all taken 


at Plant 2. At right is E. E. Riley, assistant Civil Defense coordinator, giving alert 
over public address system while E. H. Minder (Dept. 525) operates turntable that 
produced siren signal. Other photos show mock "casualties" being, bandaged and 
Nurse Lorna Stroyan inspecting "wounds." 









































Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


July I, 1953 



TEST RUN—Eva Borum of Dept. 9-1 at San Diego, left, makeup 
specialist for new little theater group, shows proper technique to 
Palmer Osborn (Dept. 6) and Hope Ryno (Dept. 9-1). 


False Face 


Grease Paint Adds on the Years, 
(Or Takes 'em off) at San Diego 


A technique designed to pro¬ 
duce at will the appearance of 
“youth’' or “age” is being ab¬ 
sorbed by a group at Convair 
San Diego. 

Unfortunately, it is no true 
fountain of youth. The tech¬ 
nique only makes a person look 
young—and even then only to 
those back of the sixth row. 

It is' the grease paint and 
pencil art, of course, a ground¬ 
work that members of the new¬ 
ly organized little theater group 
at San Diego will find valuable 
when production gets under 
way. Weekly classes are being 
conducted by Eva Borum of 
Dept. 9-1. Object of the course 
is to train the actors and 
actresses to make up their own 



Top photo, Hope examines ex¬ 
aggerated makeup that looks 
unbecoming in daylight but pro¬ 
duces natural effect under foot¬ 
lights. Below, makeup process has 

E roduced moustache and graying 
air for Palmer. 


faces, at least for the simpler 
parts. 

“The theater is make-believe 
in more ways than one,” Mrs. 
Borum, herself a leader in ama¬ 
teur troupes in the past, ex¬ 
plained. 

“A ravishing beauty on the 
stage may truly be a beauty 
away from the footlights, but 
believe me when the lights are 
on full she couldn’t be beautiful 
without some help. Even Venus 
couldn’t have done it! 

“The 'help,’ of course, is 
makeup and don’t dismiss it 
casually. The type varies wide¬ 
ly with the part’s requirements 
and also with the colors in the 
stage lighting. A poor job of 
makeup could make Venus look 
more like one of the witches in 
Macbeth.” 

However, if you know how, 
the makeup job can be effective 
and fast. Mrs. Borum estimates 


With organization of a little 
theater group at San Diego, the 
SD Division is following a pre¬ 
cedent already set at Fort 
Worth where the “Wing and 
Masque Players” have become 
an outstanding activity during 
the last two and a half years. 

five or ten minutes for the 
average, though character roles 
take longer. 

“In one play once, we had an 
actress who was called upon by 
the script to return to the stage 
as a young girl. Every eve¬ 
ning, as the makeup specialist, 

I took 20 years off her life in 
two minutes!” 


'Weapons* Talk Sent 
To FW Supervision 

“Weapons System Manage¬ 
ment,” reprints of remarks made 
by August C. Esenwein, Convair 
vice-president and FW Division 
manager, before the recent Avia¬ 
tion Writers Association confer¬ 
ence in FW, were distributed last 
week to all FW supervision. 

Copies of the talk, explaining 
the concept under which aircraft 
of the future will be developed by 
the Air Force and Convair, also 
went to a number of suppliers 
and sub-contractors. 



“Pardon me, pardon me, pardon me . . . excuse me." 


Trainmaster For Pomona Riding Club 
Recalls 200-Mile Trip by Pack Mule 


Mention horses to Convair Po¬ 
mona’s Gayle Stokes (Dept. 22) 
and his face lights up like a fire¬ 
works display. But mention mules 
and he’s apt to start searching 
frantically for foot powder and 
nerve tonic. 

For Stokes, an ex-cowboy, 
cavalryman and forest ranger, 
once led an Army pack mule from 
Ft. Devens, near Boston, to the 
Canadian border near Lake Cham¬ 
plain—a trip of more than 200 
miles over parts of Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Vermont. 

“That was over 25 years ago 
while I was on regimental maneu¬ 
vers with the 13th Infantry, but 
to this day I can’t stand the sight 
of a mule,” Stokes declared. 

Although he’s still an active 
horseman—he acts as trailmaster 
and chief cook for the CRA Rid¬ 
ing Club and owns a horse— 
Stokes now devotes much of his 
spare time to painting. His fa¬ 
vorite subjects, naturally, are 
horses and desert scenes. 

He started painting in oils only 
a year and a half ago, and he has 
given most of his paintings away. 
Now he feels that he has pro¬ 
gressed to the point that he can 


market them. Although his paint¬ 
ing career has been brief, Stokes 
has been sketching and drawing 
for as long as he can remember, 
and he has done some previous 
work in pastels. 

He also has done a large 
amount of soap carving, although 
he has almost given this hobby 
up in favor of painting. In 1935 
a group of his carvings won first 
in a state contest, honorable men¬ 
tion in a national contest, and 
were selected for a national tour. 
In this medium his favorite sub¬ 
jects were cowboys, women—and 
horses. 

A native of Wyoming, Stokes 
went to Canada when 15 to be¬ 
come a cowboy. He worked for 
two years on ranches in Saskat¬ 
chewan, riding “drift fence.” 

“My job was to ride along the 
20-mile long fence, looking for 
and repairing breaks. The trip 
took two days each way, with a 
stopover at a shack at the end of 
the fence,” Stokes recalls. “Once 
I was caught out in a hailstorm 
which cut the hair and a part of 
the hide from livestock. I escaped 
injury by yanking the saddle off 
my horse and crouching under it, 


but I had to walk 12 miles back 
to the ranch house. That horse 
couldn’t be ridden again for over 
two months.” 

During another storm lightning 
struck the fence several miles 
away while Stokes was making 
repairs. He was knocked uncon¬ 
scious, and the pliers were fused 
to the wire. Aside from burned 
hands and being “out cold” for a 
long time, he suffered no ill 
effects. 

Stokes spent four years in the 
regular Army, serving with the 
infantry, cavalry and artillery. 
Much of this time he worked with 
horses, but once while serving as 
a radio operator near artillery the 
muzzle blast from field guns 
burst both of his ear drums. This 
caused partial loss of his hearing, 
and eventually he was given a 
medical discharge. He also spent 
13 years with the Iowa National 
Guard Cavalry, his last few years 
as a mess sergeant. 

For a year and a half, during 
the latter part of World War II, 
Stokes was assistant district 
ranger for the Forestry Service 
at Prescott, Ariz., a job which 
required him to ride a horse for 
eight hours a day. 





CURED—Whatever affection Gayle Stokes (Dept. 22 Pomona) might have had for mules, he lost 
it years ago during 200-mile mule trip. His avocation is painting, particularly horses. But no mules. 
At right he is shown as National Guard staff sergeant in 30‘s. 


Convair Son at 10 Romps Off With First Places 
As Adults Also Ran in Model Airplane Contest 

A group of avid model airplane 
fans from Convair FW entered a 


model airplane contest recently 
and watched a ten-year-old Con¬ 
vair family son walk off with 
first prize. 

Ronald, son of E. E. Scott, 
Dept. 24-1, has been making his 
own planes for the last year and 

Aircraft Inspection 
Courses Scheduled 

Convair SD employees interest¬ 
ed in learning aircraft inspection 
or improving their skills in this 
field will be given an opportunity 
this fall when the San Diego Vo¬ 
cational School offers courses 
through its Aircraft Inspection 
Technical Institute. 

Scheduled to start Sept. 14, the 
courses are designed to give a 
wide understanding of the inspec¬ 
tion field. Individual courses are 
set up to take full advantage of 
specialized equipment, processes 
and facilities available in this 
area. 

Some of the most popular 
courses offered are in blueprint 
reading, mathematics, materials, 
quality control, detail inspection 
and technical writing. Registra¬ 
tion for the courses may be made 
through the training section, Bldg. 
14, San Diego Plant 1. 

Covington to Head 
Committee For A.I.A. 

G. A. Covington, Convair SD 
manager of Quality Control, last 
month was elected chairman of 
the Aircraft Industries Associa¬ 
tion’s Inspection Committee for 
the western region. He succeeds 
H. O. Williams of Douglas Santa 
Monica. 


a half. He got enthusiastic about 
model airplanes and racing by 
watching his father work on his 
hobby. 

The contest was held in Abilene, 
Tex., and consisted of five divi¬ 
sions. They were stunt, combat, 
speed, team racing and beauty. 

Ronald came in first in class A, 
and third in %A in the speed divi¬ 
sion. He also placed first in the 
team racing division. 

Also entered in the competition 
were R. J. Heist, Dept. 24-1, CRA 
model airplane commissioner, and 
his 14-year-old son Dickie; Fran¬ 
cis Crane, Dept. 6, who is presi¬ 
dent of the group; and Scott, who 
is vice-president. 


Coupons Clipped in 
Novel Thrift Idea 

A thrifty idea that few would 
have the imagination to recog¬ 
nize was turned up recently at 
FW Division by Vernon John¬ 
son, medical supply clerk. 

While unpacking a carton of 
washing powder, Johnson no¬ 
ticed that there were coupons 
present, each worth 10 cents to¬ 
ward the purchase of additional 
soap. He saved them and Con¬ 
vair thereby saved $2.40 on the 
next carton ordered! 

“It may seem minor in it¬ 
self,” F. E. Chambers, FW per¬ 
sonnel manager, commented. 
“But if all were as alert as this 
man to .reducing costs, the ideas 
resulting would save thou¬ 
sands.” 



EQUIPPED—When Bill Rudolph, Convair field engineer assigned 
to Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico, decided to take up spearfishing he 
found it’s more complicated than enough. His first day out he was 
loaded down with swim fins, depth gauge, snorkle, knife and face 
mask. “I didn't need a gun. My appearance scared the fish to 
death!" he said. Rudolph, left, is with Tom Kasabali, Sperry 
representative. 
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AGE-OLD ART—Plans for forming a pottery making activity at Convair SD found several inter¬ 
ested groups. Robert Rodrig.uez family at left are fans of ancient pursuit—including Kathleen, 4. 
J. D. Stillman and Benjamin Kantor are shown at right. 


Naval Missile School 
Graduates First Class 


Graduation exercises for the 
first class to complete the course 
of instruction at the U. S. Naval 
Guided Missile School at Convair 
Pomona were conducted in the 
Training Auditorium June 19. 

Principal speakers at the cere¬ 
mony were Capt. F. C. Manville, 
USN, Naval Inspector of Ord¬ 
nance, Pomona, and Hal Wagner, 
Convair Pomona Training super¬ 
visor. Capt. Manville presented 
U. S. Navy diplomas to the gradu¬ 
ating students, and Wagner pre¬ 
sented Convair completion certifi¬ 
cates to the group. 

Capt. Manville complimented 
the graduates on their active par¬ 
ticipation in Pomona civic affairs 


and stated that they were leaving 
an excellent impression of the 
Navy with Pomona citizens. 

A final personnel inspection 
was conducted June 18 by Lt. 
Henry J. Williams, USN, Com¬ 
manding Officer of the school. 
Other school staff members in¬ 
clude Lt. (jg) A. F. Jaeger, 
USNR, Executive Officer; RELE 
James Henderson, USN, Coordi¬ 
nator of Instruction; and RELE 
H. M. Bruce, USN, Electronics 
Officer. 

Members of the graduating 
class were immediately transfer¬ 
red to other schools and stations 
in scattered sections of the coun¬ 
try. 


Oldtime Skill 

'Lost Art' Revived at San Diego 
As Working With Clay Returns 


A skill that had its beginnings 
before the dawn of civilization 
will undergo ar revival if current 
plans at San Diego develop as 
expected. 

The skill is pottery making. 

J. D. Stillman of Dept. 406 
(plaster pattern making) has 
agreed to conduct the activity if 
there is sufficient response. He 
has had considerable experience 
both commercial and academic. A 
sculpture major at University of 
Southern California, Stillman took 
courses there in pottery making 
and also was an assistant instruc¬ 
tor in that field. 

“I first became interested in 
clay because it offers an excel¬ 
lent medium for sculpture,” he 
explained. “It has the advantages 
of offering a permanent image 
and also being relatively inexpen¬ 
sive.” 

The possibilities of what can be 
done by individuals are limited 
only by personal ingenuity and 


to some extent by materials and 
equipment. 

“However, very fine products 
can result from native clay 
which is abundant in the San 
Diego area and it is astonishing 
the quality of work that can be 
produced by tools no more com¬ 
plicated than a rolling pin, nim¬ 
ble fingers and a tree leaf.” 

(The leaf, incidentally, is used 
to leave an imprint on ash tray, 
bowl or decorative tile. The de¬ 
vice is an excellent one to produce 
novel effects.) 

One piece of equipment is es¬ 
sential, however, a kiln for baking 
the pottery. If a group is formed 
under Stillman’s guidance, ar¬ 
rangements doubtless can be 
made to use commercial ovens for 
this purpose. 

“Although it is possible to 
branch out into many different 
techniques, the best course at first 
will be to emphasize simplicity,” 
Stillman said. 



MANY GENERATIONS—Center trio, left to right: Mr. and Mrs. 
John Slobig Sr., married 50 years last week, and her sister, Katherine 

Ross. Back row: Lester and Kay Simpson, John Slobig Jr. (Dept. 375) and his 
wife Irene (Dept. 250), Dolores and Hugh Slobig (Dept. 350), Roberta Kelly 
(Dept. 25) and her husband, Mike, Mae and Robert Boyens of Pomona. Front 
row: Susie Slobig, 5, Michael Simpson, 8, and the Boyens youngsters, Bobbie, 7, 
Pattie, I I, Margaret, 3, and Joan, 9. 


Members of Five Different Departments 
At SD Join in 50th Anniversary Party 

Five different Convair San Di¬ 


ego departments were represented 
last weekend when John Slobig 
Sr. and Mrs. Slobig celebrated 
their Golden Wedding anniver- 



“Hello, dear—I’m home—how 
come the room’s so bare? Did 
the painters get here yet?” 


sary. He is in Dept. 201 at San 
Diego. 

Family members hail from 
Depts. 250, 375, 350 and 25 at San 
Diego and still another is from 
the Pomona Division. The Slobigs 
have ten grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

Natives of Chicago, the major¬ 
ity of the family has lived in San 
Diego since 1948. A son-in-law, 
Lester Simpson, was really re¬ 
sponsible for their migration west. 
Stationed during the war in San 
Diego with the Navy, his wife 
Kay returned to Chicago and 
“wouldn’t let the family rest until 
they moved.” 


Daughter Marries 
On Father’s Day 

Jo Ann Fish, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Fish, Dept. 43 SD, 
became the bride of Charles Allen 
Shaw, USMC, on Father’s Day, 
June 21. The ceremony was per¬ 
formed in the home of the bride’s 
uncle, C. R. Van Winkle, Dept. 
235. 



GRADUATION—Capt. F. C. Manville, Naval Inspector of Ordnance at Pomona, congratulates a 
graduate at rig,ht and hands out diplomas as Hal Wagner, Pomona training supervisor, at left, pre¬ 
sents Convair certificates. 


Convair Guard Beats All Comers 
In Annual Mr. San Diego' Race 


Driver-Rider Champ 
Can Haul 37 at SD! 


The title of “Mr. San Diego,” 
awarded each year to the best in 
muscular development and physi¬ 
cal build in the San Diego area, 
was brought to Convair SD last 
month by James Durden of Plant 
Protection. 

Durden, who last year won the 
“Mr. Junior San Diego” crown 
(Convairiety, Aug. 27, 1952), took 
all the marbles in the 1953 com¬ 
petition judged at Roosevelt Jun¬ 
ior High. He carried away the 
title and four trophies, following 
his victory in the annual “Mr. 
YMCA” contest in which he also 
made a clean sweep. 

Durden’s future plans call for 
competition at Oceanside this 
month and in the state and na¬ 
tional competitions next year. 


Assembler, Native 
Of Indiana, Dies 

Funeral service for Orville L. 
LaMar, Convair Pomona electron¬ 
ics assembler who died June 13, 
was conducted June 16 at Black¬ 
man Funeral Home in Pomona. 
LaMar joined Convair San Diego 
in May, 1951, and was transferred 
to the Pomona Division in Sep¬ 
tember of that year. He was a 
native of Kokomo, Ind. 



NUMBER ONE—In a winning 
pose is James Durden of Convair 
SD, named "Mr. San Diego" last 
month in muscular development 
contest. 


Ralph Wilson of Dept. 24 at 
San Diego is the undisputed 
champeen “driver-rider” at least 
for Convair SD. 

He has seats in his “car” for 
37 passengers! 

Wilson drives a commercial 
bus daily from El Cajon, leav¬ 
ing at 6 a.m. and arriving at 
Convair SD at 6:45. The bus 
parks at the corner of Sassafras 
and Pacific. He starts the re¬ 
turn trip at 3:45 p.m. and ar¬ 
rives in El Cajon at 4:30. Wil¬ 
son can be contacted at ext. 
1134 for details on route and 
rates. 

Opera Cast Includes 
Trio at Convair SD 

When the curtain goes up to¬ 
morrow (July 2) on “Call Me 
Madam,” first production of the 
Star-Light Opera season at San 
Diego, there will be at least three 
from Convair SD in the cast. 

They are James Smock of Dept. 
22, Jack White of Dept. 6, and 
William Hull, also of Dept. 6, 
and Mrs. Hull. Smock also is 
scheduled for a feature dancing 
role in “Finian’s Rainbow” which 
starts July 16. 



HIGHLIGHTS—New officers took over at last month's Management Club meeting in San Diego. 
At right, incoming president Harry Rote presents past president's pin to Roy Ashe. At left, Jack 
Benedict receives "Mug 'o the Month" from Bob Elo who recounted Benedict's accomplishments in 
club, company and CRA. One point he revealed is not generally known: full name is John Rothwell 
Benedict. 
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RODEO WRANGLERS—Scenes from CRA rodeo put on as main event of spectators. I. L. Dowdy, CRA ranch manager and a judge for the rodeo per- 

annual Juneteenth party indicate that 100-degree plus temperatures had little formers, looks over crowd as he waits for next rider to hit the dust. Performers 

effect on energies of the broncs. At center is a portion of the more than 1,000 were from CRA riding and roping activities. 



A GOOD TIME—At right, Leamon Osborne, 
Jr., 3, Verdelle Osborne, 7, and Cathryn, 4, 
choldren of Leamon Willie Osborne, Dept. 25-4, 



watch rodeo at the Juneteenth party. In photo 
at left, Emmett Hall, Dept. 25-3, keeps an eye 
on the children at dinner time. 


1,200 Families Enjoy Baseball, 
Barbecue on Juneteenth Day 


Approximately 1,200 Convair 
FW families observed Juneteenth 
Day (June 19) at the Convair 
Recreation Association ranch 
southwest of the city, according to 
F. F. Foster, CRA plant-wide rec¬ 
reation committee chairman. 

Included on the program was an 
All-Star baseball game played by 
the CRA Little League team mem¬ 
bers, and a rodeo produced by par¬ 
ticipants in the CRA riding activ¬ 
ity and directed by Commissioner 
Jimmy Shackelford. 

But refreshments and a barbe¬ 
cue dinner were the biggest hits: 
barbecue beef and all the trim¬ 
mings, including baked beans, 
onions, bread by the bushel, potato 
salad and so on. 

Biggest event of the day for the 
children, however, was a moon¬ 
light hayride on CRA’s haywagon. 

When hunger and thirst were 
slated—and the hayrides ended— 
they traipsed home looking for¬ 
ward to another Juneteenth Day 
another year. 

A letter of thanks from repre¬ 
sentatives of the guests said, in 
part: 

“We take great pleasure in this 
attempt to express the sentiments 
of all who attended our Juneteenth 
Party. 

“Mere words are inadequate to 
explain how all enjoyed the best 
party of all. Juneteenth of ’53 will 
be a cherished memory. 

“Each of us sends his profound 
thanks.” 


Halt Called in 
SD Dance Classes 

Ballroom dancing classes at 
Convair San Diego were suspend¬ 
ed June 29 to permit both dancers 
and instructors a short vacation 
before start of summer sessions 
July 13, Ellen Andreasen, CRA 
commissioner announced. 

“To permit weekend family out¬ 
ings during the summer months 
we will offer juvenile classes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday morn¬ 
ings,” Miss Andreasen said. “Chil¬ 
dren’s classes will include tap 
and acrobatic at 10 a.m. and bal¬ 
let-acrobatic combination at 11 
a.m. for children seven years and 
younger. In addition, the usual 
program will continue on Satur¬ 
day mornings.” 

Two new classes in ballroom 
dancing will be offered on Thurs¬ 
day evenings. A teen-ager class 
in beginning Fox Trot and Swing 
at 7:30 p.m., and Fox Trot-Latin 
combination class for adults at 
8:30 p.m. for those interested in 
a refresher course and new steps 
in Tango, Rhumba and Samba. 

“This program offers a chance 
for everyone to find out what fun 
dancing can be and presents the 
opportunity at a very low cost to 
Convair employees and their fam¬ 
ilies regardless of age,” Miss An¬ 
dreasen continued. 

Enrollment in any of the classes 
may be made by calling Grace 
McGrath at T-0975. 


Movie on Nassau 
To Be Shown July 2 

A special movie showing the 
vacation possibilities of the island 
of Nassau will be shown at 12:15 
p. m. tomorrow (July 2) in Con¬ 
vair FW’s conference room 17, col. 
75-C. 

Many employees have asked for 
information on Nassau vacations 
and a member of the Nassau De¬ 
velopment Board will be on hand 
to answer questions, according 
to L. L. Jarl, employee activities 
coordinator. 

“Those employees whose lunch 
periods fall within this 45 minutes 
are invited to attend,” Jarl says. 
“Employees who do not lunch at 
this hour may obtain information 
at the vacation planning desk in 
employee service section of Per¬ 
sonnel department.” 

San Diegoan Lands 
40-Pound Sea Bass 

Convair SD friends of Jerry 
Connor (Dept. 24) were talking 
this week of that “big one” that 
didn’t get away after Connor 
boated a 40-pound white sea bass 
recently. 

Connor, fishing with a Convair 
party off the Coronado Islands, 
landed the big fish after a 25 min¬ 
ute battle. It was the largest 
catch of the day for the party 
that reported “just fair” luck. 

The San Diego angler reports 
it is his biggest catch so far this 
year and approaches the weight 
of a 44-pounder he caught some 
three years ago. The anglers were 
fishing from the “Sammy” piloted 
by S. S. Marshall (Dept. 70). 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who. are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 po 5 
p. m. for every one each Sunday at CRA ranch. Range is reserved from 6 to 10 
p. m. each Tuesday for advanced archers. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Activity discontinued 
until Fall. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—Rehearsals at 7:15 p. m. each Thursday at CRA center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, phone SU-5139. Second shift, W. D. 
Martin, ext. 6161. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Regular sessions at 7:30 
p. m. ■ each Friday, CRA center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Second shift, Aaron Murray, 
director, ext. 4243. Regular meeting July 6 at 7:30, CRA center. Intermediate 
group meeting 7:30 p. m. July 13, CRA center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 
11:45 a. m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 
foot aisle, Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5245. Monthly meeting, 8 p. m. July 
9 at CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Dr. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Activity during lunch 
periods only. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5280. 

ICE SKATING—Glenn Carter, commissioner, ext. 5280. Activity discontinued 
until September. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Practice flying 5 :30 
p. m. July 1 at CRA flying circle. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 5138. Meetings at 
7:30 p. m. each Tuesday (work night) and Thursday (operating night) at CRA 
center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available 
daily. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p. m. 
Sundays at 9 :30 a. m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 :30 p. m. Wednesday and Fridays 
at CRA ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Dancing every 
Monday at Northside Recreation Building, 18th and Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 
p. m. Advanced 8 to 10 p. m. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting 
for both groups at 7 :45 p. m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Home phone WE-5246. 
Table tennis at 7:30 p. m. July 14 at CRA center. 

TENNIS—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 514. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 10 p. m. Forest Park Courts. Instruction 7 to 8 p. m. Tuesdays. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play fi’om 7 to 9:30 
p. m. Tuesdays at City Recreation Building, 215 West Vickery. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Summer 
washer pitching “singles” tournament 2 p. m. July 11 City Recreation Building, 
215 West Vickery. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES— P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Archers, Pistol Shots, Riflemen 
To Compete in Novelty Event 

Choose your weapons! 

Convair SD sportsmen, be they archers, riflemen or pistol shots, 
will be doing that this weekend, Sunday, July 5, in the first novelty 
shoot to combine the talents of these three activities. 

Each contestant will use his own chosen weapon, aiming at targets 
standard for his particular sport. Prizes will go to the best scorers 
in different handicap divisions. 

CRA Commissioner Ash Bishop will run the event with assistance 
from Eddie Generas of the Archery Club and Jerry Schultz of the 
Gun Club. 

“There is no entry fee,” Bishop announced. “Just show up at 
Gillespie Field near El Cajon by noon, and bring your shooting irons 
or your bow, CRA will supply ammunition for the pistol and rifle 
shooters.” 
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Night Games 
Now Offered 
In Table Tennis 

Table-tennis devotees who find 
that lunch-time play at the plant 
isn’t enough to satisfy their ap¬ 
petites now will have a chance to 
play at night, according to John 
Rangel, CRA table tennis commis¬ 
sioner. 

Beginning Friday night (July 
3), matches will be played at 7 
p. m. on each Tuesday and Friday 
at the Y.M.C.A. All Convair em¬ 
ployees and members of their 
families interested are invited to 
attend. 

In the plant, Rangel estimates 
that more than 300 employees are 
now playing daily at lunch-time 
on 48 table-tennis tables and 
equipment supplied by CRA. 

“And we need more to satisfy 
the demand,” Rangel comments. 


Annual CRA Golf Play 
Scheduled for Aug. 10 

The annual CRA championship 
golf tournament will be held Au¬ 
gust 10 thru September 12, F. F. 
Foster, CRA golf commissioner, 
announced this week. 

All flights will be match play. 

Players will be required to have 
played in one or more 1953 CRA- 
sponsored sweetstakes, or to carry 
an active handicap with a recog¬ 
nized intramural league. 

Entry fees of $1.00 each will be 
used to make up supplemental 
prizes. Registrations may be made 
in the CRA office, and must be 
made on or before August 5. 

Matches will be played at 
courses the golfers choose. 

Horseshoe Sets 
Now Available 
Through CRA 

One-hundred and ninety-two 
horseshoes—or 48 sets of four 
each—are now available through 
CRA, it was announced this week 
by Finn Wahl, horseshoe pitching 
commissioner. 

Employees needing horseshoes 
for replacement, or to start new 
games, may apply for shoes by 
contacting Wahl at Ext. 3132, or 
by contacting the CRA office at 
5141. 

An estimated 50 games involv¬ 
ing in the neighborhood of 200 
employees pitch horseshoes during 
lunch periods daily, Wahl said. 

Team Four Holds 
Lead in Bowling 

Team No. 4 remained tops in 
the Convair FW mixed Manage¬ 
ment Club bowling league, hold¬ 
ing a good margin over their 
closest rival, Team No. 6. 

Team Nos. 10 and 9 hold third 
and fourth places, respectively. 

The league season fill run for 
four more weeks. 


Convair Employee's 
Son Takes Prizes 



THE CHAMPION—Ten-year- 
old Ronald Scott, son of E. E. 
Scott, Dept. 24-1, holds model 
airplane that won first prize 
trophy. (See story page 4). 



BIG LEAGUE STYLE—Big league rig in almost everything 
but cleats, CRA's Little League at FW is really decked out in 
style, as demonstrated by these shots at All-Star game June 19. 
At left, Fred Rothermal, All-Star pitcher, comes in to base as 


Carl Larkin waifs for throw. Rothermal made only run of game. 
Center, Terry Barber tries a bunt. Robert Praetorius is catcher. 
At left, Little Leaguer's foul has catcher in typical "where'd it 
go?" stance. 





■P 


* 




CRA Hornets Win Three as 
Competition Enters Second Half 


HAT WITH BOY—At Little League All-Star game in FW June 
19, this checkered banana hat worn by Fred Praetorius Jr., brother 
of one of players, drew almost as much attention as game. In front 
of him, left to right, are Frank Lawley, son of Convair's Al K. 
Lawley, and Leo Williams Jr., 3305 W. Fifth. 

Little League All-Stars 
Corner Narrow Victory 

The CRA Little League All- 
Stars, playing a tight game in 
support of Stan Stanridge’s no- 
hit no-run hurling, blanked the 
River Oaks nine on June 19 for a 
1-0 victory. 

River Oaks, winner of the first 
half in regular league play, went 
to its downfall in the fourth in¬ 
ning. Fred Rothermal, who gave 
up one hit while pitching for the 
All-Stars early in the game, more 
than made up for it later. 

He slammed a two-bagger 
through Pitcher Len Strickland, 
then came home on a passed ball 
for the only score of the game. 

River Oaks battery was Len 
Strickland and B. Barber, pitchers, 
and Don Goodwin, catcher. All- 
Stars; Fred Rothermal and Stan 
Stanridge, pitchers; and R. Cham¬ 
berlin and Robert Praetorious, 
catchers. 

River Oaks: no runs, 1 hit, 3 
errors. 

All-Stars: 1 run, 2 hits and 1 
error. 

In regular league play, four 
games of the second half had been 
completed at press time with these 
results: 

Arlington Heights 15, West 
Ridglea 7. 

River Oaks 3, White Settlement 

2 . 

W.S. 22, W.R. 0. 

W.S. 22, A.H. 5. 

Standings follow: 

W L Pet. 

1. River Oaks .1 0 .1000 

2. White Settlement -2 1 .666 

3. Arlington Heights 1 1 .500 

4. West Ridglea .0 2 .000 


Convair Cat Fans 
Buy 1800 Tickets 

Eighteen hundred bargain rate 
tickets to Fort Worth Cat baseball 
games have been sold to Convair 
FW ^employees through CRA, I. 
M. Pemberton, CRA president, re¬ 
ported this week. 

These are specially reserved 
seats available to employees at 50 
cents each. Tickets are on sale in 
the CRA office for the three re¬ 
maining games: San Antonio, July 
25; Tulsa, Aug. 8; and Houston, 
August 30. 

Pemberton also reported that 
600 consignment tickets have been 
sold through CRA at $1 each. 
These are available for all home 
Cat games. 

All seats are in section D at the 
Cat baseball field. 


CRA Hornets, first-half Inter¬ 
national softball league victors, 
got off to a fair start in second 
half play last week as they took 
three and dropped two. 

Convair’s other first-half win¬ 
ners were not so fortunate. 

The East Texas league cham¬ 
pions, CRA Panthers, were strag¬ 
gling with one win and four losses. 

CRA Hustlers, who tied for first 
place in the Western League, had 
a tied score for the second-half of 
competition. They have two wins 
and two losses. 

Fifth place winners in first-half 
play, American league Bombers, 
rushed off to a promising start 
with five wins and no losses. 

CRA Major City leaguers who 
won fourth place in first half com¬ 
petition, had one win and three 
losses. 

CRA Convairettes chalked up a 
win and five losses to better their 
record of eleven straight losses in 
first half competition. They held 
last place in Girl’s Industrial Lea¬ 
gue. 

League play is scheduled to run 
through the end of August. 

Second half league play in the 
city base-ball competition found 
CRA’s entry in the Sunday Ameri¬ 
can league with eight wins and 
three losses this week. 

The Sunday American team won 
first place in first half competition. 

The Major City league team has 
won three and lost no games in the 
second section of play. 


CRA Teeners Boast 
.1000 With Four Wins 

CRA Teeners, CRA-sponsored 
teen-age hardball nine, boasted a 
.1000 record at press time after 
winning the first four games in 
the city Teener league. 

After their 8-4 opener over 
Queen City Lodge, the Teeners 
plastered St. Paul Methodists 18- 
0; then ran 6-4 over the Steelers 
and 7-5 over the Optimists. 

Next game is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Rockwood Park on Saturday, July 
4. 


T. C. Allen Killed 
In Auto Accident 

Thomas C. Allen, 40, Convair 
FW r division aircraft assembler, 
was fatally injured June 23 when 
the car he was driving overturned 
in Paradise, Texas. 

Allen, who started working at 
FW Convair in 1947,'died in a 
Bridgeport hospital. He was 
thrown from the car when it failed 
to negotiate a curve. 

His companion, Mrs. Jenett 
Allen Scales, a cousin, died two 
days later from injuries suffered 
in the accident. 

Allen is survived by a father, 
three children, two sisters and a 
brother. 


Luck and CRA Ticket 
Net Employee TV Set 

It was a lucky day for G. E. 
Lewis, Convair FW division gen¬ 
eral foreman of Dept. 64, when he 
bought tickets through CRA for a 
Fort Worth Cat baseball game. 

In a drawing at the game spon¬ 
sored by the Lions Club as a bene¬ 
fit for the blind, the Lewis family 
won a 17-inch television set. 

“My wife really won the set,” 
Lewis said, “but she lets me 
watch.” 


Williamson Takes 
Top Pistol Honors 

Joe Williamson and Carl Cor- 
den won top honors in the June 
pistol matches staged by the CRA 
Pistol Club at Convair SD. 


DIDN'T GET AWAY—Convair 
FW division employee, S. A. 
Barron, Dept. 6-7, caught this 29 
pound Gar in Lake Dallas to win 
first prize in the fish rodeo spon¬ 
sored by CRA. Another rodeo 
is now under way. For informa¬ 
tion contact Bill Parrish, fishing 
commissioner, at ext. 5296. 


Convair Employees 
Flock to Burger's 

Convair FW employees are 
beating the heat this summer if 
CRA ticket sales for Burger’s 
Lake indicate anything. 

I. M. Pemberton, CRA president, 
reported this week that 15,438 
tickets have been purchased by 
Convair employees. CRA pays half 
the admission price on this ar¬ 
rangement. 

These tickets are available for 
half the admission price at Bur¬ 
ger’s. Three types of books are on 
sale in the CRA office. 

A book of twelve tickets that 
may be used only on Sundays and 
holidays sells for $4.20. 

A book of twelve tickets for use 
on Mondays through Saturdays 
may be purchased for $2.40. 

A $4 book of 20 tickets for use 
Mondays through Saturdays is al¬ 
so available. 

“This is the best bet for fami¬ 
lies,” Pemberton said. 


CRA Sunday Hardball 
Nine Boasts 8-3 Record 

Second half-league play in the 
city baseball competition found 
CRA’s entry in the Sunday Ameri¬ 
can league with eight wins and 
three losses this week. 

The Sunday American team won 
first place in first half competition. 

The Major City league team has 
won three and lost no games in the 
second section of play. 
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'Foreign Correspondents' 
Report on Adventures 
Of CV Planes Abroad 

Alitalia's first model 840 has gone into service in Italy. 

Philippine Air Lines' new plane is making “character" 
on the mainland. 

Convair T-29s customarily demonstrate on one engine 
to make new students feel safer. 

These were highlights this week of reports from Con¬ 
vair SD “foreign correspondents," the field service engi¬ 
neers who help keep Convair planes functioning properly 
both at home and abroad. 


From Ellington AFB, Houston, 
Tex., Service Engineer Howard 
Craig writes: 

“After the May 6 Convairiety 
was distributed here I received a 
lot of phone calls asking what was 
so outstanding about four T-29Bs 
at Harlingen AFB passing the 
100-hour monthly flying mark, 
when Ellington has eight. . . . ” 

“*On Armed Forces Day we had 
a T-29 on display and everyone 
I talked to had a good word for 
the ship. Some couldn’t under¬ 
stand how such an attractive plane 
could have been built anywhere 
except in Texas . . . but I ex¬ 
plained Convair also builds the 
B-36 at Fort Worth and that 

made everyone happy.” 

* * * 

E. J. Griffin, service engineer 
assigned to Aerolinee Italiane 
Internazionali, based at Rome, 
Italy, reports: 

“Alitalia’s first model 340 went 
into regular service May 15, fly¬ 
ing Rome to Geneva via Nice, re¬ 
turning the same evening, three 
times a week. Passengers were 
quite pleased. . . . 

“Alitalia flight and mainte¬ 
nance personnel are as careful of 
their new airplane as a mother 
with a baby. Their reception and 
care of the ship is exceptional by 
any standard. They have con¬ 
structed a set of mobile stairs to 
superimpose over the main en¬ 
trance stairs as soon as the ship 
goes into its hangar to guard 
against any damage to the stair¬ 
way by maintenance personnel. 
Floor mats also are placed inside 
to catch any dirt that is tracked 
in . . . They insist on the ship 
being .spotless. 

“Pilot flight training is being 
conducted by Convair’s A. P. Wil¬ 
son, at such times as the airplane 
is available between operational 
flights and ground maintenance. 
They speak highly of his under¬ 
standing and help.” 

(Ed. note: Alitalia’s second 
airplane was undergoing flight 
testing at San Diego last week 
and doubtless will be in Italy 
soon.) 

* * * 

“This is one of the most attrac¬ 
tive air bases I have ever seen,” 
Walter W. Pentecost, service engi¬ 
neer, writes from Harlingen AFB, 
Texas. 

“Buildings are grouped in a 
semi-circle, all within walking dis¬ 
tance. The flight line has three 
large hangars, though not large 
enough for the T-29, and a larger 
one is under construction. This 
will house four T-29s at one time. 
In World War II this was a gun¬ 
nery school and there were several 
B-24s here. You can still see 
empty shell cases imbedded in the 
asphalt. 

“The first T-29 mission was 
flown here Aug. 10, 1952, soon 
after the base was reactivated. 
As a matter of interest, on the 



“I’d elope down a ladder like 
other girls do if we didn’t live 
in a basement apartment.” 


first flight with new cadets it is 
customary for the pilot to full 
feather the left prop of his T-29 
and fly for some time to instill 
confidence that the plane is safe 
and will fly on one engine!” 

* * * 

Although all of Convair’s “for¬ 
eign correspondents” are unusual¬ 
ly easy to read—considering they 
are technical men — the Con¬ 
vairiety palm for excellence in 
human interest reporting must go 
to Mel Clause, assigned to Aero 
O/Y (Finnish Air Lines) at Hel¬ 
sinki. Here is some of his catchy 
prose: 

“Suomi spring is in full blossom 
here. The country is green and 
dandelions carpet the roadsides. 
The days are long. The sun ‘slow¬ 
ly sinks’ about 9:30 p.m. and rises 
about 3:30 a.m. Even at midnight 
one can walk about without feel¬ 
ing a pressing need for a lantern. 

“The song birds get in many 
hours per day, but it must be a 
trying season for nocturnal crea¬ 
tures. The average daily utiliza¬ 
tion of owls must be at a low 
figure during the summer. 

“As a weekend pastime I have 
been doing some private flying in 
the only Cessna in Finland. All 
labels are in Finnish, however, so 
I play the knobs by ear, rather 
than by note. Though my U. S. 
license is valid in Finland, there 
was a familiarization course in 



regulations. After a check ride 
with the air traffic inspector, the 
machine and I were pronounced 
‘Man and Cessna.’ 

“It’s only about 16 miles from 
Malmi airport to the boundary of 
the Russian base at Porkkala. To 
prevent looking over the boundary 
and observing the comrades busily 
engaged in making peace, a re¬ 
stricted zone surrounds the actual 
limits of the base. So, in effect, 
there is here an eleventh Com¬ 
mandment in aviation: ‘Thou shalt 
not peer over Porkkala fence.’ 

“Following the maami-eating 
Easter season and the simaa-im- 
bibing * May Day holiday, the 
months of viili eating are with 
us.** ” 

* Non-alcoholic. 

** More fully described in the 
author’s treatise “Fun in the 
North,” or “Through Finland 
With Knife, Fork and Cork¬ 
screw.” 

* * * 

Philippine Air Lines, which 
took delivery several weeks ago 
on its second Convair-Liner model 
340 at San Diego, has been put¬ 
ting its first ship through its 
paces. Wallace H. Casselberry 
describes a special Manila to 
Hong Kong flight thusly: 

“Gross weight on the May 24 
flight was 44,000 pounds, includ¬ 
ing 8,200 pounds of fuel. Thunder- 
heads were encountered a half 
hour from Kaitak airport. ... It 
took 20 minutes for an instru¬ 
ment let down by first homing on 
Wanglan Island, the farthest is¬ 
land seaward from the mainland, 
then turning 180 degrees under a 
500 foot ceiling and approaching 
Hong Kong through the NW pass 
between Hong Kong and the 
mountains on the mainland. 

“It might be noted that Kaitak 
is considered one of the most 
difficult and dangerous airports 
to approach in the world. PI-C340 
maneuvered beautifully in both 
its landing and take-off and was 
praised highly by airport officials. 
It was on display during the two- 
hour stop. ...” 



SUPER SNOOT—Even comedian Jimmy Durante will have to take back seat to new "nose" re¬ 
cently installed on Air Force's XC-99 cargo transport. The new installation houses radar equipment 
which helps the Convair-built giant "smell out" other aircraft or mountains. 


FW Division Presented 
Three Safety Awards 

FW Division of Convair captured three safety awards 
Thursday, June 18, at a special Triple S-S-S program at 
the 50-foot aisle. 



100-HOUR MEN — Howard 
Craig, Convair field service engi¬ 
neer at Ellington Air Force Base, Texas, 
is shown handing T-29 lighter to S/Sgt. 
Gus Eliason. Crew chiefs were honored 
recently for keeping their T-29s in air 
100 hours or more during May. At right 
are A/lc W. E. Emmerick and S/Sgt. 
C. E. Norris. On steps, left to right: 
S/Sgt. R. K. Allison, A/lc C. E. 
Shaller, T/Sgt. J. W. Hicks, T/Sgt. 
Raymond Thompson (receiving lighter 
for A/lc Robert Englhardt), S/Sgt. 
Angelo Pizzalato. 

T-29$ Help AF 
Beat Weather 

Convair T-29s took a leading 
role at Ellington Air Force Base, 
Texas, during the last few months 
in getting the base back on sched¬ 
ule after continued bad weather 
had put training operations 340 
missions “in the red.” 

In fact, it was a T-29 (T-29 
B-51-5171) that made the final 
flight putting the base “in the 
black” and ending “Operation 
Goose Egg,” a fitting name for 
the drive to reduce the incom- 
pleted missions to zero. 

Pilots, students, maintenance 
crews and airplanes worked over¬ 
time for weeks to accomplish it, 
Howard Craig, Convair’s field 
service engineer at Ellington re¬ 
ported. In so doing, a number of 
T-29s went far over the 100-hour- 
a-month mark and Craig recently 
presented T-29 lighters to eight 
of these crew chiefs. Outstanding 
was the plane maintained under 
A/lc Robert Englhardt which 
had high flight time on the base 
for T-29s both in April and May. 
By coincidence it was the ship 
that ended “Operation Goose 
Egg.” 


FW Management Club 
Suspends Meetings 

Ray Kendall, president of Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club, an¬ 
nounced this week that meetings 
of that organization are discon¬ 
tinued until September. Action 
was taken as a result of a poll 
of members. 


In presenting the awards, A. F. 
Allen, president of Texas Employ¬ 
ers Insurance Association and a 
director of the National Safety 
Council, said: 

“The 1952 safety record of Con¬ 
vair FW Division has been an 
outstanding one. The interest and 
the efforts of employees, super¬ 
visors and top management have 
won for them three major safety 
awards.” 

The highest safety award of the 
National Safety Council, “the 
award of honor,” was presented 
to August C. Esenwein, FW 
Division manager, for improve¬ 
ment of 55 per cent in the dis¬ 
abling injury record and 81 per 
cent improvement in the severity 
record, as compared to the record 
for the aircraft manufacturing in¬ 
dustry of the United States. 

Esenwein accepted the award 
and presented it to Unit 2 of final 
assembly for having the best shop 
safety record in 1952. 

“To you L. H. Allen, as gen¬ 
eral foreman, and R. S. Sears, 
representing the Employee 
Safety Committee, it is my 
pleasure to recognize through 
this award your department for 
having worked the entire year 
of 1952 without a disabling in¬ 
jury or a doctor case and ac¬ 
cumulating 1,693,361 man hours 
before this record was ended 
Feb. 10, 1953,” Esenwein said 
in presenting the award. 

The second place award in the 
Aeronautical Industries safety 
contest of the National Safety 
Council was presented to Esen¬ 
wein by Allen. This was awarded 
for only 1.49 injuries for each 
million man hours of work. First 
place winner, Nofthrup Aircraft 
Corp., had a record of 1.23 in¬ 
juries per each million man hours. 
B. G. Reed, assistant FW Division 


manager, was formerly manager 
there. 

Esenwein in turn presented this 
award to F. E. Williams, general 
foreman, and C. R. Ingle, Em¬ 
ployee Safety Committee member 
representing Dept. 73, electrical 
bench. The department has ac¬ 
cumulated more man hours with¬ 
out disabling injury than any 
other department in the FW 
plant. The last disabling injury 
occurred July 6, 1950, and they 
have worked 4,385,980 man hours 
with their record still continuing. 

The last award was presented 
by Allen for the third successive 
year. This first place award of 
the Texas Safety Association for 
aircraft manufacturing in Texas 
was presented to Esenwein, who 
in turn presented it to represen¬ 
tatives of Dept. 14, tool service: 
G. A. Frazier, general foreman, 
and J. T. Davidson, of Employee 
Safety Committee. Their depart¬ 
ment has worked more than five 
years without a disabling injury 
and has accumulated 3,885,918 
man hours since Dec. 10, 1947 
with the record still continuing. 

L. L. Turner, special assistant 
to Esenwein, introduced platform 
guests. They were Reed, assistant 
division manager; H. C. Deckard, 
night manager; Col. E. B. Gentry, 
acting commanding officer of 
Southern Procurement District; 
Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage, AF 
plant representative; Councilman 
J. B. Ellis, Dr. W. J. Danforth and 
L. W. Graff of the Fort Worth 
Safety Council; E. C. McFadden, 
vice-president of the Texas Safety 
Association; and H. H. Engelman, 
chairman Fort Worth chapter, 
American Society of Safety Engi¬ 
neers. 

The CRA band played several 
selections at the opening and clos¬ 
ing of the program. 



SYMBOL—Plaque recognizing safety record at Fort Worth is 
held, left to right, by August C. Esenwein, FW Division manager, 
George Frazier and J. T. Davidson, both Dept. 14 FW. 


























Delivery Nears For First B-36 to go Through SAM-SAC Program at FW 



Fort Worth and 
Daingerfield 

EDITION 

Fort Worth Division news 
office: ext. 5290. 

Daingerfield Division news 
office: ext. 424. 



LINEUP—B-36s, returned to Convair FW in SAM-SAC program, rest their mighty wings along 
Grant's Lane. First ship will go back to Air Force soon. 


B-36s Rendezvous at FW 
As SAM-SAC Goes Ahead 

Delivery of the first B-36 in the SAM-SAC project is 
scheduled at Convair FW this month as its forerunner, 
Worthmore Program, drew near a close. 

August C. Esenwein, vice president and division man¬ 
ager, said that every effort is being exerted by moderni¬ 
zation and factory departments to meet the schedules. 


Admiral Heads 
Pomona Division 

Rear Adm. Charles F. Horne, 
USN (Ret.), today assumes the 
duties of manager of the Pomona 
Division of Convair. 

The admiral, until recently an 
aviation and electronics consult¬ 
ant for several companies and 
organizations, succeeds Gage Irv¬ 
ing, who resigned several months 
ago. Meanwhile, 

J. V. Naish, 

Convair execu¬ 
tive , vice-presi¬ 
dent, has been 
acting division 
manager in ad- 
d i t i o n to his 
other duties. 

Admiral 
Horne was 
graduated from 
Annapolis in 
1926 and later earned a master of 
science degree at Harvard in com¬ 
munications and electronics. Fol¬ 
lowing attendance at the Navy’s 
postgraduate school in these sub¬ 
jects, he conducted radio and 
sound development work aboard 
the USS Semmes, supervised in¬ 
stallation and repair shops for 
shipboard electronic installations 
and built and maintained high- 
powered radio stations as radio 
material officer, Navy’s Mare Is¬ 
land and 12th Naval District. 

The admiral was acting director 
of CAA’s federal airways, 1949- 
50, loan from the Navy 

and later was nominated CAA 
administrator, serving in this post 
in 1950 and 1951. He was a mem¬ 
ber of President Truman’s Air¬ 
port Commission in 1952 and is a 
senior member of the Institute of 
Radio Engineers. 


Insurance benefits paid to Con¬ 
vair FW division employees and 
dependents through the group in¬ 
surance plan during the past year 
were enough to pay the salary of 
the President of the United States 
for the next 31 years. 

That’s over three million dollars 
that came from small weekly pay¬ 
ments of all subscribers and saved 
probably six million headaches 
and worries when hospital bills 
started rolling in. 

A recent analysis of Convair 
FW Division group insurance re¬ 
vealed that 32,167 employee and 
dependent claims mounted to a 


“Every effort is also being 
made by all levels of management 
to provide employee SAM-SAC 
teams with everything they need 
to do these jobs quickly and effi¬ 
ciently,” Esenwein said. 

“And with the whole-hearted 
cooperation of employees, there 
is no doubt that we can do the 
job and set the pace with this 
new type of work for the aircraft 
industry.” 

SAM-SAC, as most employees 
know, is the program in which 
FW Division has a contract from 
Air Force to maintain and service 
B-36s which have been operated 
by the AF for some time, and also 
to perform certain modernization 
operations. 

It is the first contract of its 
kind in the industry, and already 
Convair’s pioneering in this field 
is being felt by the rest of the 
industry. 

Reported Aviation Week maga¬ 
zine last week: 

“The SAM-SAC program may 
result in taking up some of the 
slack (in the aircraft industry as 
a whole). . . . About 43 per cent 
of the AF’s 1954 overhaul (rep¬ 
resenting some $287 million) will 
be done commercially . . . under 
contracts similar to that first 
developed by AF and Convair.” 

At FW, SAM-SAC was really 
moving into high gear, according 
to E. E. Finch, assistant manager 
(Continued on Page 2) 


total of $3,094,465.91. 

Cost of this insurance was 
borne jointly by employees and 
the company, with the company 
paying $3.50 per month toward 
the cost of each employee’s group 
insurance. 

Life insurance payments of em¬ 
ployee deaths reached a sum of 
$403,500, and $225,667 went to 
employees who had been perman¬ 
ently disabled. 

Medical fees added up to $186,- 
138.74, hospital fees were $278,- 
251.54, surgical fees totaled $270,- 
022.70, X-ray fees were $95,658.05 
(Continued on Page 2) 


New Telephone 
System Begun 

Classes for training in how to 
make a phone call ? 

That’s right. At Convair FW, 
too. 

It’s a part of the new long dis¬ 
tance telephone procedure which 
will go into effect tomorrow 
(Thursday, July 16). 

In the past, long distance calls 
were placed with Convair opera¬ 
tors. They, in turn, placed the 
calls with Southwestern Bell 
operators downtown. They called 
the operator in the distant city. 
And that operator rang the num¬ 
ber you wanted. 

But that’s all changed now. 

Now the person placing the 
call asks the Convair operator for 
long distance. He gives the SW 
Bell operator a serial number for 
the call, the city, the telephone 
number, the name of the party he 
is calling, his own number and 
extension number, and his name. 

Under the new system, the Bell 
operator—with the help of new 
equipment recently installed— 
dials the number in the distant 
city direct. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

FW Man, Brother, Son 
Die on Swim Trip 

The bodies of a Convair FW 
Division employee, his brother 
and six-year-old son, were re¬ 
covered in Lake Whitney last 
week after a widespread search 
in that area. 

J. Frederick Wilson, 33, Indus¬ 
trial Security guard, had been a 
Convair employee for two years. 
Previously he served with the 
Army in Korea. In World War II 
he was a captain and was deco¬ 
rated for bravery in the South 
Pacific. 

Game Warden Lewis Climer 
said apparently the victims had 
gone for a swim and something 
had gone wrong. Wilson is sur¬ 
vived by his parents, four broth¬ 
ers, two sisters and his wife. 



Admiral Horne 


Three Million Dollars Paid Out 
In Insurance Claims During Year 


Judges Study 
'Photo-Finish' 
In Bonds Race 


Convair divisions crossed the finish line last Friday in 
the greatest U.S. Bonds race since World War II days, 
but the winner still is in doubt. 

It was a “photo-finish” and the tabulating machines 
are grinding out the results, but the final order of the 
finishers will not be known until all official returns have 
been tabulated. 


As of the close of business last 
Wednesday, it was Fort Worth in 
front, Pomona second and San 
Diego third. That was in the 
home stretch, but there was only 
a shade between the win, place 
and show “horses,” and railbirds 
agreed that anything could hap¬ 
pen in that last spurt to the wire. 

Last available figures (unoffi¬ 
cial) showed: 

Fort Worth: 75 per cent parti¬ 
cipation in bond buying by payroll 
deduction, an increase of 23 per 
cent since the campaign started. 
Average deduction was $7.83. 
Points total: 100. 

Pomona: 73.4 per cent partici¬ 
pation, an increase of 67 per cent. 
Average deduction: $4.70. Points 
total: 90. 

San Diego: 71 per cent partici¬ 
pation, . an increase of 55.3 per 
cent. Per capita deduction $5.35. 
Point total: 80. 

All three divisions made cour¬ 
ageous efforts in the stretch to 
determine which wins the purse 
of 20 $50 bonds which will be 
awarded to the one first over the 
finish line. The bonds will be 
distributed by draw among the 
leading departments of the win¬ 
ning division. 

Those courageous enough to 
make predictions pointed to Po¬ 
mona as the best bet for a “dark 
horse” to supplant Fort Worth, 
the leader ever since the start of 
the race. Convair FW evidently 
has cinched the points gained for 
the highest average deduction and 
will win or lose depending upon 
whether one of the other two 
divisions can overtake Fort Worth 
in the per cent of participation 
column. 

As of shortly before the end of 
the contest, Convair Fort Worth 
had two departments that were 
100 per cent in participation, in¬ 
dustrial engineering, 8, and field 
operations, 61. There were many, 
however, that were over 90 per 
cent. 

In Group 1 (departments hav¬ 
ing 430 employees and under) 
the average participation was 80 
per cent with average deduction 
of $7.45. 

In Group 2 (departments of 431 
to 899 employees), the leader was 


Dept. 82 with 98 per cent fol¬ 
lowed by Dept. 27 with 90 per 
cent, Dept. 81 with 81 per cent. 
Average for the group was 79 per 
cent and. the average deduction 
was $7.87. 

Group 3 (departments of 900 
employees and more) was led by 
Dept. 22 with 77 per cent. Dept. 
47 with 73 per cent and Dept. 25 
with 72 per cent. Average for the 
group was 69 per cent with aver¬ 
age deduction of $7.77. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager, commented: 

“We hope Convair FW wins. 

“But whether FW wins or not, 
FW employees have done a splen¬ 
did job and owe apologies to no 
one. They are to be congratu¬ 
lated, as usual.” 


Bulletin! 

Although official returns will 
not be known until later, advance 
unofficial returns to CONVAIR- 
IETY indicated that Pomona 
division in the last two days of 
campaign in the corporation-wide 
contest had edged ahead of Fort 
Worth division. 

Pomona division reportedly had 
gone to 76 per cent, which would 
put it ahead of FW division by 
one point, and that,—if standings 
remain the same on official re¬ 
turns—would make Pomona the 
winner. 

Daingerfield, though not com¬ 
peting for the “bonus” bonds, was 
ahead of everyone. 

Second week winners of U. S. 
Defense Bonds at Convair FW 
were: $100 bond, L. D. Tunnejl 
Sr., Dept. 82. 

$50 bonds: P. H. Mayo, 47; 
D. Louis, 24-1; J. A. Moore, 
22-3; J. T. Wigington, 20-3; A. 
Rhodes, 64; S. F. Shelvey, 22; 
and W. E. Jones, 61. 

Third week winners were: 
$100 bond, J. L. Preston, 15-5; 
and $50 bonds, W. R. Davis, 
25-4; L. F. T. Newberry, 22-5; 
W. L. Lawrence, 31; J. E. 
Jones, 81; H. L. Dobbins, 82; 
J. W. Awbrey, 43; and O. 
Prince, 15-4. 


Big FW Bond Buyers Shelling Out 
With Cash in Hand to Aid Drive 


Besides supporting the cur¬ 
rent U. S. bond campaign with 
new and increased payroll de¬ 
duction purchases, Convair FW 
employees also are supporting 
the effort with cash in hand. 

Daniel W. McClendon, a fuel 
and tank sealer in Dept. 48, 
bought 20 $100 bonds. In addi¬ 
tion to the bond purchase, he 
increased his weekly payroll 
deduction from $18.75 to $25. 

D. R. Mosley, Dept. 31, help¬ 
ed out his departmental record 
when he paid out $2,250 for 
three $1,000 bonds. 


G. R. Boswell beat that by 
buying five of the $1,000 de¬ 
fense bonds. He’s in Dept. 22-5. 

Another Convair FW Division 
employee decided he liked a 
little variety in his purchasing. 
Norman L. Mclver, Dept. 25-3, 
.bought one $50 bond, three $100 
bonds, and one $1,000 bond for 
a total of $1,350. 

F. P. Parker, manager of ac¬ 
counting, reported that employ¬ 
ees had paid a total of $18,150 
for bonds, representing matur¬ 
ity value of approximately 
$25,000. 
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Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept, 6, L. H. Mof- 
fatt. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, P. Calhoun, 
W. D. Deaver, J. T. Tyler. Dept. 6, H. 

C. Riepe, M. R. Rogers, N. Z. William¬ 
son. Dept. 11, D. E. Ricks. Dept. 14, 
J. W. Bomar. Dept. 20, G. W. Hood, 

D. K. Stokes. 

Dept. 22, E. C, Cranfill, W. L. Dick¬ 
inson, C. R. Gardner, V. R. McLemore, 
R. T. McMillin, W. T. Root. Dept. 24, 
W. G.. Locke. Dept. 25, A. D. Taylor. 
Dept. 27, A. D. Jones. Dept. 29, C. A. 
Keeth. 

Dept. 30, E. D. Daniel, C. H. Hart, 
A. F. Robertson, W. R. Williams. Dept. 
31, G. E. Coombes, A. F. Hankins, W. 
R. Hodgson, C. Lucko, T. A. Rhodes Jr., 
W. H. Simmons, W. H. Stewart Jr., F. 
T. Vowell. 

Dept. 43, T. O. Pennington. Dept. 44, 
F. F. Southard, C. B. Spurlock. Dept. 45, 
J. J. Boen. Dept. 46, W. C. Rightmer. 
Dept. 50, H. S. Covington, T. A. Sloan, 

E. L. Weir Jr. Dept. 63, A. Gonzales, 
W. S. Snider Jr. 

Dept. 64, J. E. Duke, L. E. Fisher, 
J. F. Reese, V. E. Wallace. Dept. 65, 
H. C. Smith. Dept. 73, O. R. Henderson, 

V. Stepp. Dept. 81, J. L. Bray, R. M. 
Clay, H. W. Epperson, P. M. McCoy, 
R. M. Plunk, R. Pogue Jr., J. W. 
Spradling, F. A. Tarver, O. O. Wallum. 
Dept. 82, J. G. Thompson. Dept. 92, B. 

W. Carrington Jr., B. L. McKinney. 
Five-year pins: Dept. 4, J. C. Allen, 

C. L. Passmore. Dept. 6, E. M. Lewis, 
J. R. Vetter. Dept. 12, L. H. Baker Jr. 
Dept. 14, G. A Gibson. 

Dept. 22, H. L. Alexander, N. D. Bar- 
row, R. P. Campbell, D. R. Carter, E. S. 
Chapman, R. D. Dyer, J. R. Jones. Dept. 
24, R. A. Stewart. Dept. 25, E. M. Law- 
son, W. Stepp, J. Waites. Dept. 27, 

C. E. Hill, R. L. Webb. 

Dept. 29, R. D. Thompson. Dept. 30, 
R. F. Woolery. Dept. 31, O. E. Bomar, 
J. W. Brazzil, W. L. Cook, C. L. Dar- 
nall Jr., J. G. Fielding Jr., J. W. Fuller, 
W. W. Green, I. W. Sims. 

Dept. 43, R. L. Almand, M. D. Bris¬ 
coe, N. W. Capell, E. D. Carroll, O. M. 
Evans, F. R. Farquhar, C. L. Hutchison, 
W. Kaiser Jr., J. W. Poller, R. A. 
Weinberger. 

Dept. 44, B. K. Creamer, D. H. Daven¬ 
port, L. S. Keller, E. E. Miller, C. A. 
Read, C. F. Schindler. Dept. 45, A. L. 
Brawner, E. E. Bryson, H. G. Farley, 

F. A. Young, J. B. Young. Dept. 46, 
E. W. Bevers, R. F. Bryan, H. E. Gam¬ 
mon, L. V. Green, J. B. Jennings, J. W. 
Linden, W. N. Nowlin, H. D. Tomlin. 

Dept. 47, D. D. Allison, C. E. Ander¬ 
son, A. O. Bruce, D. P. Clark, J. B. 
Dunlap, G. E. Gonzalez, M. W. Hankins, 

D. E. Hastings, R. E. Patterson, J. T. 
Richerson, S. K. Stanford, J. B. Wal¬ 
lace, G. E. Giggins. 

Dept. 48, W. G. Baker, M. O. Cen- 
droski, C. L. Clark, L. W. Creed Jr., 
D. E. Cruze Jr., E. E. Daniel, E. H. 
Gotcher, L. J. Hutchison Jr., L. T. Kirby, 
R. R. McCary, J. H. Murphy, F. G. 

Ramos, C. W. Seals, W. P. Smith, H. E. 

Sneed, W. C. Taylor, R. O. Yelverton. 

Dept 50. J. C. Baker Jr., A. L. H. 
Ellis, J. F. Goodson, B. Hughett. Dept. 
64, L. W. Meister. Dept. 73, L. C. 

Duffey, C. F. Hall, T. W. Pevey, I. 
Vallery. Dept. 76, M. A. Wright. 

Dept. 81, H. R. Alderson, L. E. Gra¬ 
ham, K. E. Orr, W. M. Stanley. Dept. 
82, E. Mullens, A. M. Richerson. Dept. 
91, C. W. Abel, E. R. Coker. A. L. 

Fenix, W. P. Harrell, H. V. Obar Jr., 
J. D. Reed, R. D. Whalen. 

Dept. 92, S. H. Akers Jr.. L. D. Mul¬ 
lins. Dept. 93, F. R. Coker, G. O. Dezell, 
C. Holland, L. B. Hopkins, J. W. Moore 
Jr. T. W. Sypert. N. Teague. Dept. 94, 
H. C. Lewis. J. B. Mackey, T. A. Red- 
dell. Dept. 95, D. R. Gibson. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 8, L. G. Davis. 
Five-year pins: Dept. 1, P. L. Mealy. 
Dept. 2, P. M. Rubins, O. M. Fleisher. 
Dept. 1, M. G. Wade. Dept. 3, D. O. 
Gillory. Dept. 7, J. R. Hall. Dept. 9, 
A. C. Caldwell. 


Three Million Paid 
In Insurance Claims 

(Continued from Page 1) 
and polio payments were $13,005.- 
24. 

Weekly disability insurance 
payments amounted to $878,106.- 
34. 

A total of $744,116.30 was paid 
to dependents. Of this sum, $63,- 
319 was for medical expenses, 
$324,859.29 was hospital expenses, 
$302,131.09 was surgical expenses, 
$62,274.70 was X-ray and $31,- 
532.22 was paid for polio ex¬ 
penses. 

An average payment of $95.80 
was made on each claim. 


New Phone Setup 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“All this eliminates the Convair 
operators as ‘middlemen/ ” ex¬ 
plained G. G. Stogsdill, office 
services supervisor. “And it also 
will speed up the completion of 
calls.” 

Classes in the new procedure 
were given by Personnel depart¬ 
ment’s training section to all au¬ 
thorized personnel and to secre¬ 
taries, stenos and clerks who place 
calls for their supervisors. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To design en¬ 
gineer, J. P. House, J. F. Garcia, V. B. 
Verret, H. J. Perry, T. C. Shepherd, C. 
W. Slover, N. E. Smith. To senior design 
engineer, E. C. Harmon, G. W. Hay, M. 
R. Runnion, J. L. Woods. To senior 
aerophysics engineer, G. P. Breaux. 

Dept. 11, Contract: To contract analyst 
B, J. A. Earle, W. Blackwood, R. G. 
Smith. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tool engineer, W. 
P. Tharp, Jr. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: To in¬ 
spection assistant supervisor, F. H. Bailey. 

Dept. 93, Modernization: To foreman, 
P. R. Farley, G. L. Napier, R. W. Bunn, 
R. F. Ramsey. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: To electric equip¬ 
ment engineer, J. E. Clark Jr. 

Dept. 81, Pattern Shop: To tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, J. M. Hug¬ 
gins. 

Dept. 94, Modernization: To foreman, 
R. W. Braswell, R. W. Bunn. 

Letter to Editor 

A few days ago I picked up a copy 
of your June 17 issue of Convairiety here 
in Vernon. Since I served as assistant 
to the manager of the Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion from ’42 to ’48, you can be sure I 
was interested in reading this publication. 

I have only visited your Fort Worth 
plant once since leaving the company. 
That was about a year ago when R. B. 
Anderson, who is now Secretary of the 
Navy, and I took a tour through the 
plant late one evening. I never cease to 
be impressed when I walk down the 
mile-long assembly line of the Fort Worth 
plant. 

With kindest personal regards and 
every good wish, I am, 

• Sincerely, 

W. H. Wright 
P.O. Box 1538, 

Vernon, Tex. 

Ed. note: Bill Wright was assistant 
to Division Manager R. G. Mayer and is 
remembered by many at Convair FW. He 
was active in civic affairs and was a 
leader in various city campaigns and 
charitable organizations. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$25.00 for the period ending July 6, 
1953: 

Dept.' 25, Plant Engineering: B. P. 
Wingo. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: J. 
H. Bethell. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: M. A. Green, 
B. M. Riley. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

WHITSON—Son, Randy Bert, 7 lbs. 
9 oz., born June 28 to Mr. and Mrs. B. 
A. Whitson, Dept. 50. 

THOMAS—Daughter, Sharoyn Ruth, 7 
lbs. 2 oz., born June 25 to Mr. and Mrs. 
L. E. Thomas, Dept. 22. 

Picnic Fun Awaiting 
Departments at SD 

July’s balmy sunshine heralded 
the coming of picnic weather this 
week with at least two Convair 
SD groups planning outings. 

Members of the division con¬ 
troller’s department will gather 
Sunday (July 19) at Pine Valley 
for an all-day picnic starting at 
11 a.m. 

Members of the “Q-C” club, 
social organization of SD quality 
control departments, will also 
meet Sunday (July 19) for a swim 
and beach party at La Jolla 
Shores beginning at 1 p.m. 

A crowd of some 1,000 is ex¬ 
pected to attend the Pine Valley 
outing with each family bringing 
its own picnic lunch. 

A variety of events such as 
swimming, horseback riding, ten¬ 
nis, volleyball, softball and golf 
chipping will be held throughout 
the day with prizes awarded in 
all age groups. Tickets at 25 
cents each for those 15 years of 
age and older are available in 
each section of the controller’s 
department. 

The “Q-C” club will pick up the 
tab at the La Jolla Shores event, 
including food and drinks, bought 
from club dues. Swimming will 
highlight the day’s activities, 
alternating with games and con¬ 
tests. 


Just Minnows! 

G. K. Cox of Dept. 101, back 
from a vacation in Southern 
Missouri, swears it’s true: 
“Bass fishermen there throw 
back anything under two 
pounds!” 


★ CchtfaiHetij ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Dain^erfield, 
San Diegro, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diegro, 
Calif., Logran Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, about 50,000. News items and letters to 
the editor are solicited but no advertising: can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



Security Rules Altered at FW 
For Certain Foreign Engineers 


This was Mrs. Cooley's “inspiration." 

XC-99's A/ew Nose 
Inspires SD Wife 

Mrs. Roy A. Cooley, whose hus¬ 
band is in Dept. 524-0 at San 
Diego, reported last week that a 
picture of the XC-99 in Con¬ 
vairiety of July 1 had inspired 
her to try a hand at a cartoon. 

Convairiety judged the cartoon 
(see below) too good to keep to 
itself. 



"Sure is funny looking, isn't it?" 


B-36s Return 
To Convair FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 

of modernization departments 
(91-92-93-94-95). 

A total of 23 work stations are 
currently used in the program, 
with a total of 28 to be used at 
the peak. 

SAM-SAC is unique for FW 
Division in at least one respect. 
It is that in this program the 
aircraft is given a DIR (depot 
inspection and repair) going-over 
and put into a serviceable, but not 
“like-new,” condition. 

So important is this concept in 
SAM-SAC that all hourly em¬ 
ployees and supervision in the 
program are being given special 
training by the training section 
of personnel department. More 
than 3,000 participated. 

In addition, training section has 
initiated drills in special skills 
needed in the program. First 
phase is a 100-hour course in 
electrical operations and trouble 
shooting. 

As the calendar edged near 
mid-month, Finch reported that a 
total of 28 airplanes had been 
received from the AF. 

Two aircraft, including the YB- 
36, second B-36 ever produced, 
already had been worked over by 
Modernization departments and 
released to the factory. Two fac¬ 
tory departments (75 and 76, 
electronics and armament) quick¬ 
ly completed their work, and the 
airplanes already are in field op¬ 
erations—modernization (63) be¬ 
ing readied for re-delivery to AF. 

In an effort to perfect even 
closer coordination between Con¬ 
vair and AF on the program, a 
special meeting of AF and Con¬ 
vair personnel will be held at 
Kelly AF Base, San Antonio, July 
20 . 

Even as the program was still 
in its initial stages, significant 
steps already had been taken in 
Convair’s never-ending effort to 
provide AF with “more airplane 
for less money.” 

After intensive study, proce¬ 
dures have been developed by 
which Convair believes it can re¬ 
duce the “in-dock” work time on 
SAM-SAC aircraft with a sub¬ 
stantial ' proportionate reduction 
in cost. A trial run already has 
been made which indicates that the 
new procedures will accomplish 
their purpose. 


Convair, FW, which already has 
conducted numerous nation-wide 
talent hunts for graduate engi¬ 
neers, now is enlarging its field 
to cover the world. 

And ultimately, if successful, 
the division may have an engi¬ 
neering department as cosmopoli¬ 
tan and international in flavor as 
that already in operation in San 
Diego. 

First engineer to go on the pay¬ 
roll in the new project was G. S. 
Weller, a British subject, who 
however is married to an Ameri¬ 
can national and who holds a 
master’s degree from University 
of Texas. 

“Convair’s contracts with the 
Air Force,” exlained M. L. Tay¬ 
lor, supervisor of engineering per¬ 
sonnel section, “prohibit us from 
employing any persons other than 
citizens of the United States. 

“However, due to the critical 
need for engineers at FW Divi¬ 
sion and in most other defense 
industries, we have obtained per¬ 
mission for a slight deviation in 
this respect.” 

FW Division now may employ 
a citizen of another country if the 
applicant has a permanent resi¬ 
dence visa. Such an employee, 
however, may not be permitted to 
have access to any information 
deemed important to the national 
security. 

So, to comply with this regula¬ 
tion, engineering is establishing 
a special area in which these 
engineers will perform non-classi- 
fied duties until and unless cir¬ 
cumstances may permit Convair 
to assign them to other duties 
involving classified work. 

They will not have access to 
the factory, to other areas of 
engineering nor to any other 
areas except the cafeteria, Taylor 
explained. 

In all, Convair hopes to use the 
services of at least 18 engineers 
from other lands. At this time, 
acceptances already had been re¬ 
ceived from a native of Switzer¬ 
land who holds a master’s degree; 
a Ph.D. from Canada; and a na¬ 
tive of Turkey who holds a mas¬ 
ter’s degree from Georgia Tech. 

“We got in touch with many 
of these people as result of our 
visits earlier in the year to more 
than 40 college campuses,” Tay¬ 
lor explained. “We frequently 
found citizens of other nations 
among the outstanding students.” 

As a further step in engineer¬ 
ing’s international talent hunt, 
Taylor in August will go to To¬ 
ronto, Canada, in an effort to 
interest Canadian engineers in 
coming to Texas. 


The international engineering 
group will perform research and 
development work in the fields 
of propulsion, aerodynamics, aero¬ 
physics, structures and the like— 
all work of a non-classified na¬ 
ture. 


Convair FW Party 
Will Tour Europe 
Inspecting Aircraft 

Continental Europe is on the 
schedule for two Convair FW 
engineers in September. 

J. W. Larson, chief engineer, 
announced that Don Kirk, senior 
design group engineer, and W. A. 
C 1 e g e r n , chief of engineering 
flight test, will attend joint ses¬ 
sions of the Institute of Aero¬ 
nautical Sciences (of the United 
States) and the Royal Aeronau¬ 
tical Society of Great Britain. 

The meetings will be held be¬ 
tween Sept. 7 and 18 in London. 

They also will take in the an¬ 
nual Farnborough Air Show, one 
of England’s most famous, at 
which the British display the lat¬ 
est jobs they’ve got in the air. 

In addition, Kirk and Clegern 
—and their wives—also will tour 
France, Switzerland, Holland and 
Scotland, in each country inspect¬ 
ing aircraft manufacturing. 


Draftsmen Sought 
By FW Engineering 

Convair FW needs 50 men or 
women for draftmen’s jobs. 

College training is preferred, 
but high school graduates will be 
considered. Applicants, upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of a drafting 
aptitude test and meeting other 
qualifications, will be enrolled in 
a special class, according to M. L. 
Taylor, administrative supervisor 
of engineering personnel. 

Taylor said students will be 
transferred to first shift in vari¬ 
ous drafting and design groups 
of engineering after successfully 
completing the 90-day class. 

Williamson Shares 
Shoot Honors With 
'Perennial' Leader 

Although Frank Kemper again 
swept both trap and skeet events 
at the July club shoot sponsored 
by CRA at Convair SD, he had 
to share top honors with J. L. 
Williamson for the day. 



LINKED—By coincidence, lives of these three Convair FW men have been 
curiously linked^. Shown receiving ten-year pins from B. G. Reed, assistant 
division manager, are C. D. Lines, George Canada and Ed Cunha. They joined 
Convair same month in 1943, all started in tooling, have same number of 
children and Lines and Canada even went to hospital together for operations! 



HANDSOME PAIR—Lloyd and Floyd Rolfing, 18, are twins, born ten minutes 
apart. When they joined Convair recently they got clock numbers, ten numbers 
apart! 
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Bank Accommodates 
SD Check Cashers 

As a convenience to Convair 
SD folk, the Bank of America's 
Five Points Branch will remain 
open until 5 p.m. every Friday in 
future. 


Duties Resumed 

W. D. Reed this month resumed 
his duties as superintendent of 
Fabrication at San Diego and E. 
0. Johnson returned to his post 
as assistant factory manager in 
charge of night operations. Both 
have been on special assignments. 


Bond Drawing at SD 
Reunites Shipmates 

Congratulating each bond 
winner in turn at San Diego 
recently, Stewart Moulin, deputy 
director of the U. S. Treasury 
Department's savings bond 
division, was startled to hear a 
“Thanks, commander." 

The thanks came from P. L. 
Yon of Dept. 46. They hadn't 
seen each other since 1951 when 
Moulin was a lieutenant com¬ 
mander aboard the USS Hollis¬ 
ter and Yon was a radarman, 
2c. 


Appreciation For Con-Trib-Club Aid 
Expressed on First Birthday at SD 


Thanks from the San Diego 
community to members of the 
Convair SD Employees' Con-Trib- 
Club were expressed from several 
quarters July 2 when Con-Trib- 
Club celebrated its first anniver¬ 
sary. 

Heading the list of civic leaders 
expressing their thanks to Con¬ 
vair employees for their generous 
contributions to local health and 
welfare services was Mayor But¬ 
ler. He revealed that the Con- 
Trib-Club through contributions 
and pledges had donated nearly 
$145,000 for health and welfare 
services. 

“The people of San Diego are 
grateful to Convair employees for 
this magnificent support," Mayor 
Butler said. 

“Through their contributions to 
Con-Trib-Club, Convair employees 
have given evidence of their 
awareness of the importance of 
health and welfare services to the 
community, and of their own pub¬ 
lic spiritedness." 

Adding his thanks, Rear Adm. 
Wilder D. Baker, USN, ret., Com¬ 
munity Chest president, said: 

“The principle of federate giv 
ing adopted by the Con-Trib-Club 
sets an excellent example for the 
entire San Diego area on how 
community obligations can most 
effectively be met." 

“A testimony of faith in this 
world-wide humanitarian service," 
said Comdr. John Lawrence Fox, 


USN, (Ret.), Red Cross president 
in San Diego. 

Receiving thanks from the com¬ 
munity on behalf of Convair em¬ 
ployees at the meeting in Mayor 
Butler’s office were James K. 
Field, Con-Trib-Club chairman; 
Mrs. Gladys Story, committee 
vice-chairman and representative 
of Lodge 1125, International As¬ 
sociation of Machinists, and W. 
W. Lynt, representing the Con¬ 
vair branch, Engineers and Archi¬ 
tects Association. 

On the first anniversary of 
Con-Trib-Club, Division Manager 
B. F. Coggan said: 

“This is a day that each one of 
you may hail proudly for the part 
your contributions have played in 
making this community a better 
place to live and the many won¬ 
derful things you have made pos¬ 
sible for the poor, the sick and 
the crippled in all walks of life. 

“The mercy and charity of Con- 
vair’s employees has been so out 
standing that it has become the 
model for other industrial organi¬ 
zations in the creation of their 
own ‘Con-Trib-Club.' " 


NOW F-84 PILOT 

Lt. Lavell W. Travis, former 
FW Division man and son of J. 
W. Travis, Dept. 24-8, is now an 
F-84 pilot in Korea. He formerly 
worked in Dept. 43 and 44 at FW 
under S. E. Keith Jr. 


MIDGET — Convair Texans, 
usually more interested in "big." 
things, are paying attention now 
to "little" ones such as this item 
known as transistor which saves 
weight and power in airplane 
electronic systems. 


COMMUNITY APPROVAL—Con-Trib-Club gifts at San Diego 
are acknowledged by community leaders as Mayor Butler hands 
letter of appreciation to Gladys Story, 1AM representative on club 
committee. Others include Rear Adm. Wilder D. Baker, USN (Ret.), 
president of Community Chest, Comdr. John Lawrence Fox, USN 
(Ret.), president of Red Cross, W. W. Lynt, EAA representative on 
Con-Trib committee, and J. K. Field, committee chairman. 


Tiny, Tough Transistors Slated 
For Big Role in Convair Planes 

Transistors, electronic devices the size of a pea—and a small pea, at that—soon may 
be literally flying the airplanes Convair builds.. 

At any rate, the tiny gadgets are being given their chance in a small corner of the 
“secret” room in Fort Worth Division’s electronics building. Putting them through their 
paces on testing equipment designed and built by Convair is a youthful aerophysics 
engineer, Bill Richeson, an authority on transistors. 

Richeson this week began shar¬ 
ing this knowledge with a group 
of about 125 Convair and Air 
Force individuals in a special 
course sponsored by the FW 
training section with an assist 
from the quality control office of 
Robert A. Prindle at Southern Air 
Procurement District Headquar¬ 
ters. The class is an indication 
of the future importance of the 
transistor. 

For the uninitiated, the tran¬ 
sistor is a substitute for the va¬ 
cuum tube. It can do the job 
cheaper, and in many cases better. 

Those who have a few gray 
hairs on their heads will re¬ 
member the days of the early 
radio sets with the “cat's 
whisker" crystals and, as Riche¬ 
son points out, transistors are, 
in effect, “a 1953 souped up ver¬ 
sion of the crystals used in 
those old radios.” 

Because they were unable to 
amplify weak radio signals to 
make them strong enough to be 
heard over a loud speaker, the 
crystals of those days were suc¬ 
ceeded by vacuum tubes. Since 
then, however, the transistor was 
developed. Although merely an¬ 
other type of crystal, it can do 
the job at which the early day 
crystals failed and you don’t have 
to hunt around for a “hot spot." 

One type of transistor consists 
of a minute piece of germanium 
of carefully controlled purity. 

Germanium is one of the basic 
elements once considered relative¬ 
ly useless. To the germanium 
crystal are attached two tiny 
wires. These, then, are encased 
in plastic or metal housing. This 
is another advantage of the tran¬ 
sistor over the vacuum tube: it 
is almost unbreakable, can be 
dropped on the floor and banged 
around without damage. 

Without going into technicali¬ 
ties, the job of the old-fashioned 
crystal, the vacuum tube and the 
new transistors is to control and 
regulate the flow of electrons in 
electronic equipment. The vacuum 
tube and the transistor have the 
further capacity to amplify (in- 
I crease) the power of electronic 
impulses sent to them. 

It is the vacuum 'tube, of 
course, which made modern-day 
radio and television possible, as 
v/ell as hundreds of other elec¬ 
tronic devices such as are used on 
Convair airplanes for radar bomb¬ 
ing, weather observation and so 
on. But at this point, it seems 
likely the transistor will take over 
—much to Convair's advantage. 

And that's for many reasons. 

Transistors come in dozens of 
sizes and shapes, but most of 


the future. 

Transistors require amazingly 
less power to operate. And they 
generate far less heat. In planes 
of tomorrow, the heat generated 
by hundreds of vacuum tubes 
would add to the problems of 
engineers trying to make a cock¬ 
pit livable for the crew. 

Then, too, they are far more 
rugged. 

“They can stand almost any 
treatment," points out Richeson, 
“and still remain in operation. 
That is, so long as they don't 
encounter heat of more than 180 
degrees Fahrenheit." 

Further, they are comparative¬ 
ly easy to make, and—when pro¬ 
duced in quantities of millions, as 
appears likely in the future—will 
be inexpensive. 

Richeson points out that small 
size of transistors and their low 
power consumption already has 
made possible a portable tele¬ 
vision set. A set in which the only 
tube is the picture tube. All the 
dozens of other vacuum tubes are 
replaced by transistors. 


Foresight Keeps 
Convair Abreast of 
Transistor Study 

Convair has shown character¬ 
istic foresight in connection 
with the development of the 
transistor, subject of the accom¬ 
panying article. 

Recognizing its coming im¬ 
portance, two years ago Con¬ 
vair set up a “Circuit Develop¬ 
ment Group" in Engineering at 
San Diego, headed by Walter 
Sterling, a senior electronics 
engineer who had a background 
of basic semiconductor research 
while with a Navy project at 
Northwestern University. The 
group's aim was to investigate 
the progress of research else¬ 
where, analyze all possible ap¬ 
plications of value to Convair, 
and study reliability of the new 
devices. More than a year ago 
Sterling conducted an indoctri¬ 
nation course for key personnel 
at SD. 

“We have mapped out many 
important uses for them," Ster¬ 
ling said last week. “The main 
problem now is availability, but 
that is only a question of time." 




them are about the size of a ker¬ 
nel of corn and weigh less than a 
stick of chewing gum, as com¬ 
pared to vacuum tubes about half 
the size of a corn cob. So, space 
and weight are saved. And both j the model by radio from 
are important on the aircraft of plane. 


Miniature of 340 
A Winner at Fair 

Walter Hardy (Dept. 27) walk¬ 
ed off with two ribbons and a cer¬ 
tificate of recognition at the re¬ 
cent San Diego County Fair for 
an exhibit featuring his miniature 
model 340 Convair-Liner (Con- 
vairiety, May 6, 1953). 

Hardy recently received ap¬ 
proval from the CAA to conduct 
a free flight of the model from 
Live Oaks Springs, Calif., to 
Yuma, Ariz., a distance of some 
80 air miles. He hopes to “fly" 

chase 


CONTRASTY—When G. W. 
Allen of Dept. 406 SD appeared 
in his office to receive a 15-year 
pin, W. L. Young, acting works 
manager, couldn't resist request¬ 
ing photo above. Allen (5 feet 
2 1 / 2 , 120 pounds), was accom¬ 

panied by R. W. Peters, super¬ 
intendent, tool engineering (6 
feet 8, 280 pounds). Is it neces¬ 
sary to add that Allen is at left? 


AVERAGE DATA FOR TUBE AND TRANSISTOR STAGES 


A COMER—Pea-sized devices known as transistors get increasing attention from 
Convair. Center photo shows comparative size with vacuum tubes. At left is James 
J. Boucher, AF supervisor of electronics and armament at FW Division, with "elec¬ 
tronic organ" built in cigar box, using transistors instead of vacuum tubes to pro¬ 


duce almost unlimited range of musical notes through tiny loudspeaker. If built 
with vacuum tubes, same device would fill suitcase. At right is Bill Richeson (Dept. 
6-1 FW), testing a transistor. Richeson, a transistor authority, is currently con¬ 
ducting class at Fort Worth on subject. 


STAGE CONTAINING 

WEIGHT | 

SIZE 

POWER 

REQUIRED 

STANDARD TUBE 

I20G j 

200 COM 1 

3 WATTS 

MINIATURE TUBE 

55G j 

60 COM 1 

2.5 WATTS 

SU8MINIATURE TUBE 

35G j 

40 CCM j 

2 WATTS 

TRANSISTOR 

I5G j 

10 CCM j 

.2 WATTS 


I AVERAGE LIFE AT ROOM 
IN FLIGHT * ON GF 

r .“T~ 

100 HOURS I 5,000 I 
100 HOURS | 5,000 

500 HOURS 5,000 
j 75,000 HOURS i 75,000 
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Swimmers Invited 


To Mission Beach 


Convair employees at San 
Diego are invited to “swim night” 
at Mission Beach plunge this com¬ 
ing Saturday night, July 18. In¬ 
dustrial Recreation Council of San 
Diego is sponsor. 

A limited supply of free tickets 
is available in Employee Serv¬ 
ice, Bldg. 32, Plant 1. They will 
be issued on a first-come first- 
served basis. 

Swimmers are urged to take 
their own suits and towels where 
possible. However, they will be 
available for rent at the plunge 
until supply is exhausted. 


SD Engineer Passes 
California Bar Exam 


Convair SD Son Wins 


PLAYING 'EM SAFE—Nell Karpinsky, formerly a top Fort Worth 
golf star now at San Diego, pitches back into fairway from a tough 
spot. She finds women golfers more conservative than men and 
less inclined to take a chance on a trouble shot. Women are con¬ 
tent to sacrifice a singje shot while men are likely to gamble on 
the more difficult in an effort to get their pars. The policy fre¬ 
quently lands the men in even worse trouble. 


Consistent Girls 


Links Star Finds Fem Golfers 
Leave Reckless Shots to Men 


About eight years ago James 
F. Woodall, a Convair SD engi- | 
neer, enrolled for some introduc¬ 
tory law courses at Balboa Uni¬ 
versity “to see if he liked them.” 

Attending class in spare time, 
Woodall received his law degre 
in 1949 and last week received 
word that he had passed the Cali¬ 
fornia bar. 

Woodall gives most of the 
credit for the accomplishment to 
his wife and children without 
whose encouragement he might 
have dropped out along the way. 

“They should get duplicate de¬ 
grees,” was the way he put it. 


Bill Horning Jr., 16-year-old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Horning 
(both of Dept. 6 at SD), won two 
prizes for his exhibits at the re¬ 
cent San Diego County Fair. 

Young Horning, a confirmed 
rockhound since he was 11, won 
first place in the junior division 
in the Lapidary class and second 
in the Minerals class. 


"Hmm! Just as I thought!" 

New Dial Phone Service Starts 
Next Monday for Pomona 


“Women are more consistent 
golfers than men because they 
aren’t as reckless.” 

This statement comes from a 
Convair SD golfer who is really 
qualified as an authority—Nell 
Karpinsky of Dept. 28. She plays 
San Diego’s toughest course in 
the low 80s. 

Asked to elaborate, Mrs. Kar¬ 
pinsky said: 

“Take, for instance, a difficult 
shot. There are two ways to play 
it—safe (and sacrifice a stroke) 
or the hard way (and take a 
chance of getting into even more 
trouble). 

“The majority of men will try 
the hard way, requiring a super¬ 
lative shot, while a woman will 
play it safe because she is not as 
prone to run chances.” 

And on the greens is a feminine 
touch likely to be better? 

“With a few exceptions I would 
say women are generally better 
putters than men. This will hold 
true of the entire range of short 
shots. 

“But let me explain why. A 
man always gets far more dis¬ 
tance than a woman off the tee. 
Therefore, a woman is more like¬ 
ly to depend on her short game 
to keep her in the running. She 
works constantly to improve it.” 

How about nerves ? 

“Again we’re back to a man’s 
constant desire to play over his 
head. Because of that trait, I’d 
venture to say that women are 
less nervous for they are accus¬ 
tomed to playing a careful game, 
thus less strain.” 

Mrs. Karpinsky, who first took 
up golf in 1947 to prevent becom¬ 
ing a “golf widow,” consistently 


shoots in the low 80s and is well 
known to golfing circles at Con¬ 
vair SD and Fort Worth. Recog¬ 
nized as an outstanding competi¬ 
tor, she has been invited to par¬ 
ticipate in both the Texas and 
California Opens for women, but 
has never been able to take the 
time to compete. 

She has won numerous CRA 
events at both divisions and was 
runner-up in several larger tour¬ 
naments. 

Her lowest rounds were fired 
over the old La Mesa course at 
San Diego and the Glen Garden 
Country Club course at Fort 
Worth when she carded 74s. 

Her constant companion on the 
course is her husband Nick (Dept. 
528) who is proud of his wife’s 
accomplishments even though he 
ends up on the short end of the 
score card in most matches with 
her. 

The unassuming Mrs. Karpin¬ 
sky admits that she has studied 
under a professional only once— 
a series of eight lessons. 

Asked if she could offer some 
suggestions to other fem golfers 
for improving their scores, Mrs. 
Karpinsky replied: 

“Practice is the most important 
thing. Learn how to make the 
shots and then practice until there 
is no question in your mind about 
what shot to make.” 


READY FOR THE ROAD—Elaine, 10, and Neal, 8, practice 
packing for summer camp at SD. They are children of H. A. 
Staufenbiel (Dept. 57 SD). Too young to go, Larry, l 1 /^. still in¬ 
sisted on packing bag, too. 


REHEARSAL—Sons of J. R. Osterlind of Dept. 8 SD, Philip, 10, 
and Thomas, 8, say goodbye to English bull, Flicka, and brother 
Steven, 6, as they make "test run" departure for summer camp. 
(Steven is not old enough to go.) 


'Attitude is Showing' 

Two new Convair training 
booklets, “If You Would Succeed” 
and “Your Attitude Is Showing,” 
are now in the process of prepa¬ 
ration, according to R. B. Craig, 
FW Division training supervisor. 

The booklets, designed to help 
Convair employees and super¬ 
visors work together harmonious¬ 
ly and with effectiveness, are dis¬ 
tributed to all supervision. 


“This will give you a good idea 
who’s going to be boss.” 


In-plant dial telephone service 
will be instituted at Convair Po¬ 
mona next Monday (July 20). 

Installation of a modern auto¬ 
matic switchboard, in progress 
for the past several months, is 
being completed this week and 
the change over to the new sys¬ 
tem will be made Saturday and 
Sunday. 

“A new phone directory, listing 
new numbers for all telephones 
in the plant, will be issued Friday 
(July 17),” A. M. Crutchfield, 
manager of Office Services, an¬ 
nounced. “We naturally expect 
some confusion at first, but it can 
be kept to a minimum if the di¬ 
rectory is checked for the correct 
number before attempting to place 
a call.” 

Actual operation of the new 
system will differ little from that 
of a modern city telephone sys¬ 
tem. A dial tone, of slightly 
higher pitch than that of the Po¬ 
mona city system, will sound 
when a line is open for use. 

All extensions in the plant may 
be reached by dialing the correct 
numbers, except phones in the 
offices of the Naval Inspector of 
Ordnance. Those may be reached 
by dialing “O” and asking for 


Convair SD Youngsters Packing 
For First Camping Session 


Convair SD parents were re¬ 
minded this week that they will 
still have time in which to enter 
their youngsters in one of the 
Palomar Mountain Camp sessions 
sponsored by the Convair SD 
Management Club. 

The first session runs July 20 
to July 24 and registrations will 
be accepted until 4:30 p.m. Friday 
(July 17) for this session. 

The second session is slated 
from July 27-31 and application 
may be made through July 24, 
W. W. Whittier, committee chair¬ 
man, said. 

Cost for the five-day camp ses¬ 
sion is $15 per youngster with the 
Management Club paying insur¬ 
ance and other costs. Children 


between the ages of 8 and 13 are 
eligible. 

“Children will be supervised at 
the camp by skilled counselors 
and transportation to and from 
the camp will be by licensed bus,” 
Whittier says. “At the camp, all 
children are insured for sickness 
and accident.” 

The bus for the first camp ses¬ 
sions departs from the University 
Heights Playground at Idaho and 
Lincoln Ave. 

Application forms for either 
session are available at Employee 
Service, Building 32, or from 
Connie Martz, Training Section 
office, Building 14, and from Mike 
Alianelli, Building 1, Plant 2, or 
Jack Bryant, Building 3, Plant 2. 


the Navy switchboard. 

The operator must also be dial¬ 
ed to place calls to local outside 
numbers and to place toll calls. 
Outside calls will be limited to 
authorized personnel, and each 
person placing a call will be re¬ 
quired to identify himself. Toll 
calls, as in the past, may be 
placed only by those authorized. 

“By restricting the use of 
phones to company business we 
can provide better service, and at 
the same time lower costs,” 
Crutchfield explained. 

The new switchboard, which 
incidentally is the largest indus¬ 
trial installation in General Tele¬ 
phone Company’s system in this 
area, has sufficient capacity to 
handle three times the number 
of phones that will be in use when 
it begins operation next Monday. 

Convair will be connected to 
the Pomona phone system by 25 
trunk lines, but beginning Mon¬ 
day the company will be listed 
under one number only—Lycom¬ 
ing 9-5111. In the past Convair 
has had three numbers. 

In addition to these lines, Con¬ 
vair leases one direct line to Con¬ 
vair San Diego, 10 direct lines to 
Los Angeles, and has six direct 
lines to the Long Distance office 
in Pomona. 

“We also have a direct teletype 
line to San Diego and we have 
our own Western Union station 
in our communications set-up,” 
Georgia Gilinsky, communications 
chief operator, reminded. “In 
many instances where time is not 
too critical a teletyped message 
or a telegram will serve the same 
purpose as a phone call, and at 
much less cost. We have hourly 
pick-up and delivery service for 
those who use either of these fa¬ 
cilities. 

“With the dial system, it will 
be more important than ever for 
department heads to keep us in¬ 
formed of changes in location,” 
Miss Gilinsky said. “If this is 
done, our operators will be able to 
intercept.calls and direct them to 
the correct numbers.” 

To notify communications of a 
change, dial “O” and ask for the 
chief operator. 
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GOIN0 BOOM—It's frequently Fourth of July for Bob Knoll, design engineer at 
Pomona, for when he fires one of his "flash in the pan" flintlocks there's fireworks. 
At right Knoll demonstrates such a "flash" as probably saved life of many an 


Indian. At left he shows off two pistols he made himself, one a cap and ball, and 
other percussion. Knoll has won four California state championships with his guns 
and more than 100 medals.—Glowacki photos. 


Entry Lists Out For Garden Club 
Annual Dahlia Show Aug. 9 at SD 


Entry lists for the San Diego 
Convair Garden Club dahlia show 
next month were being sent out 
this week, E. L. Zimmerman, CRA 
commissioner, announced. 

The show, set for Sunday, Au¬ 
gust 9, in the Floral Association 
Building, Balboa Park, is open to 
all Convair people at San Diego. 
Entries will be accepted that day 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Judging will 
follow and the doors will be open 
to the public from 1 to 5 p.m. # 

“Although dahlias are being 
featured there also will be divi¬ 
sions for other flowers, fruits and 
vegetables,” Zimmerman said. 
“With 23 classes in dahlias, three 
in flowers, two in fruits and eight 
in vegetables, amateur gardeners 
should have no trouble in finding 
a class for their entries. In addi¬ 
tion, there will be two classes for 
children’s exhibits,” he continued. 

Entry lists are available at Em¬ 
ployee Service desks at both 
plants. Further information may 
be obtained from Zimmerman at 
ext. 258, Plant 1, or Mrs. Ardina 
Cantrell, club secretary, Bayview 
7984. 

DIVISION 1—DAHLIAS 

One medium or large bloom: CLASS 
1, red, maroon, scarlet; CLASS 2, yel¬ 
low; CLASS 3, pink; CLASS 4, purple, 
violet, magenta; CLASS 5, white, cream, 
ivory; CLASS 6, orange, buff, autumn ; 
CLASS 7, lavender, mauve; CLASS 8, 
blended, bi-color, variegated. 

One cacti or semi-cacti: CLASS 9, 
red, maroon, scarlet; CLASS 10, yellow ; 


CLASS 11, pink; CLASS 12, purple, vio¬ 
let, magenta; CLASS 13, white, cream, 
ivory ; CLASS 14, orange, buff, autumn ; 
CLASS 15, lavender, mauve. 

Three pompoms or miniatures: CLASS 
16, red, maroon, scarlet; CLASS 17, yel¬ 
low ; CLASS 18, pink ; CLASS 19, purple, 
violet, magenta; CLASS 20, white, cream, 
ivo-i'y ; CLASS 21, orange, buff, autumn ; 
CLASS 22, lavender, mauve; CLASS 23, 
blend, bi-color, variegated. 

DIVISION 2—FLOWERS 

Arrangements: CLASS 1, low (not 

over 10 inches high or 14 inches wide) ; 
CLASS 2, medium (10 inches to 24 inches 
high or 18 inches wide) ; CLASS 3, tall 
or large (over 24 inches high and 18 
inches wide). 

Corsages: CLASS 1, any type of 

flower or flowers. 

DIVISION 3—FRIUTS 

Three specimens: CLASS 1, citrus 
fruits: oranges, grapefruit, avocados, 

lemons, limes, misc. ; CLASS 2, decid¬ 
uous fruits: peaches, plums, apples, 
pears, apricots, misc. 

DIVISION 4—VEGETABLES 

CLASS 1, legumes (12 specimens: 
string beans, lima beans, peas) ; CLASS 
2, roots (one bunch of six: carrots, 
beets, radishes, turnips, dry onions) ; 
CLASS 3, leaves: celery (one stalk each 
entry) ; lettuce, cabbage (one head each 
entry) ; brussels sprouts (eight each 
entry) ; green onions (one bunch of six) ; 
CLASS 4, squash and cucumbers (three 
each) ; CLASS 5, corn (five ears each 
entry) ; CLASS 6, egg plant (two speci¬ 
mens each entry) ; CLASS 7, tomatoes 
(five specimens each entry) ; CLASS 8, 
peppers (five specimens each entry). 

Paper plates will be furnished for all 
fruits and vegetable entries. 

DIVISION 5—CHILDREN 

CLASS 1, ‘entries by child under 12; 
CLASS 2, entries by child 12 to 16. 

DIVISION 6—BEST ENTRIES 

CLASS 1, best dahlia bloom; CLASS 
2, largest dahlia bloom ; CLASS 3, small¬ 
est dahlia bloom ; CLASS 4, best arrange¬ 
ment; CLASS 5, beet corsage; CLASS 6, 
best specimen of fruit; CLASS 7, best 
specimen of vegetable; CLASS 8, be9t 
entry b’y any child. 


VISUAL AID—SD plant recently broke out with new series of 
posters graphically showing cost of various tools. Above, Beulah 
Rowlinson, stock clerk, points out poster to Mona Moffitt, both 
Dept. 24-7. 

New Poster Series at San Diego 
Aims at Reducing 'Waste Line' 


Reminders to San Diego em¬ 
ployees of the constant battle 
Convair is waging against waste 
were installed last month in the 
form of “waste” line charts. 

Thirty have been erected near 
tool crib windows in Plant 1 and 
will be changed each month, ac¬ 
cording to Marshall Aker, tool 
service general foreman. Each 
shows an item frequently used, 
with the cost of the item and the 
amount spent each year stocking 
the tool. The first charts con¬ 




tained skin fasteners and reveal¬ 
ed that each costs the company 
12 cents. Over a period of a year, 
the cost for skin fasteners at SD 
is $65,297. 

“Some are prone to check out 
these items in excess quantities,” 
Aker said. “Many are lost on the 
floor or in waste containers. 

“Anyone would pick up a dime 
they saw on the floor, but few 
think to stoop and pick up a dis 
carded skin fastener which costs 
12 cents,” Aker adds. 


Years Apart 


HI DAD!—Last week (July 7) 
Convair SD's venerable C. Z. 
(Dad) Sheppherd of Dept. 25 
made his annual pilgrimage 
through plant in celebration of 
his 85th birthday. He is oldest 
Convair man on roster. Dad, 
shown greeting Mike Clark .of 
Safety, has three daughters also 
at SD (LaVina Payne, Dept. 4, 
Mildred Pickett, Dept. 22, Zora 
Peck, Dept. 6) and a daughter-in- 
law (Virginia Sheppherd, Dept. 
22 ). 


Pomona Engineer to 
Head I.R.E. Section 

Walter M. Kidwell, Convair Po¬ 
mona group engineer, last month 
was elected chairman of the 
Orange Belt Sub Section of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers. 

Kidwell succeeds Dr. E. L. 
Michaels, also a Convair Pomona 
group engineer, 
who was first 
chairman of the 
recently organ¬ 
ized sub section. 

A native of 
Pennsylvania, 

Kidwell attend¬ 
ed the Univer¬ 
sity of Cincin¬ 
nati, the Uni¬ 
versity of Buf¬ 
falo and the 




W. M. Kidwell 


University of New Mexico. Be¬ 
fore joining Convair in March, 
1952, he was a division supervisor 
with the Sandia Corp., Albuquer¬ 
que, N. Mex., doing research and 
development work. He has also 
served as chief engineer for a 
number of radio stations, and for 
a time was an engineering consul¬ 
tant specializing in the design 
and construction of broadcasting 
stations. 

During World War II he was a 
supervisor for Goodyear Aircraft 
Corp., and was also a supervisor 
in the Air Force Radio Lab at 
Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. 


Industrial Engineer 
At SD to Wed in Reno 

Announcement was made this 
week of the coming marriage of 
George Popa, Dept. 8 SD and 
Marguerite Hamilton. They plan 
to wed in Reno August 16. Popa, 
an industrial engineer, has ben 
with Convair for two years and 
his bride is an accountant with 
a San Diego firm. 


Job and Hobby Both Weapons, 

But, Brother, What a Contrast 

In the daytime, Bob Knoll (Dept. 6) helps create modern 
weapons of war at Convair Pomona. 

In the evenings he moves the clock back two centuries 
and builds weapons similar in design and principle to those 
used in George Washington's time. 

T first became interested 


m 

old weapons several years ago 
when I purchased an antique 
musket to decorate a cabin wall,” 
Knoll recalls. 

“I couldn’t resist the temptation 
to shoot it, and when I did I was 
hooked.’ I’ve been shooting and 
building muzzle loaders ever 
since.” 

How well he has been shooting 
is evidenced by four state flint¬ 
lock championships (Convairiety, 
May 9, 1951) Knoll has won in 
the past four years, and to well 
over a hundred medals and other 
trophies won in various shooting 
matches throughout California. 

For the past year or so, how¬ 
ever, Knoll has done very little 
shooting and has been spending 
most of his spare time in his 
workshop, turning out rifles and 
pistols, mostly of ancient designs. 

I still shoot in an occasional 
match, but once a shooter learns 
the capabilities and limitations of 
particular weapon practice 
really isn’t essential,” Knoll said. 
“I know all of my match guns, so 
it’s just a matter of inserting the 
proper load of powder, using a 
ball of the correct size, metal and 
weight, aiming at the right spot 
on the target, and pulling the 
trigger.” 

Actually it isn’t quite that sim¬ 
ple. Muzzle loaders are unpredict¬ 
able, and there’s always a delay 
between the pull of the trigger 
and the actual discharge of the 
gun. 

Anything can happen — and 
usually does,” Knoll declared. 

At present Knoll is building six 
rifles of identical design to re¬ 
place older weapons in his match 
collection, and he has almost com¬ 
pleted a scale replica of a Whit- 
neyville Walker Colt revolver, 
copied from an 1847 design. 

“Although the guns used in 
matches today appear to be 
antiques, most of them were 


actually made fairly recently. 
Few of the older weapons are in 
good enough condition to stand 
up under extensive firing, so we 
have to build our own,” Knoll ex¬ 
plained. 

With minor exceptions Knoll 
completes the entire manufactur¬ 
ing process from raw materials 
to finished product in his work¬ 
shop. Most of his tools are far 
superior to those used by gun¬ 
smiths of two centuries ago, but 
his arrangement for rifling the 
barrel differs very little from 
theirs. Knoll pushes a square 
twisted rod, with a cutter attached 
to the end, through the barrel by 
hand. 

“It takes about a thousand 
strokes for each barrel, and be¬ 
lieve me, it soon develops into 
work,” Knoll grinned. 

Most muzzle loaders in use to¬ 
day fall into two general classifi¬ 
cations, based on the method of 
igniting the powder charge. Flint¬ 
locks, as the name implies, are 
fired by sparks from flint on the 
hammer striking steel. “Cap and 
ball” weapons, on the other hand, 
are fired by percussion caps and 
most shooters refer to them as 
percussion weapons. 

Externally, most of Knoll’s 
guns resemble the antiques they 
are patterned after. Occasionally, 
though, he produces a modern 
weapon, and he has built a muzzle 
loading pistol which bears a 
strong resemblance to a “Buck 
Rogers” ray gun. 


A Mite Apart 

When 18-year-old twins, Lloyd 
and Floyd Rolfing, sons of John 
Rolfing of FW, Dept. 25-3, 
joined Convair FW recently, the 
number ten continued to follow 
them. Born ten minutes apart, 
they were assigned—through 
coincidence—clock numbers ex¬ 
actly ten numbers apart! 



"I'll be home to see you at noon . ., " 
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CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 
p. m. for everyone each Sunday at CRA ranch. Range is reserved from 6 to 10 
p. m. each Tuesday for advanced archers. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Activity discontinued 
until next fall. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner. Rehearsals at 7:15 p. m. each Thurs¬ 
day at CRA center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner phone SU-6921. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular sessions at 7:30 
p. m. each Friday at CRA center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 7168. Regular meeting 7:30 p. m. 
July 20. Demonstration by Bolex representative of Stereo-movies. Advanced be¬ 
ginners meeting July 27 with “Sharpshooters” contest. Second shift meeting 10 
p. m. July 27. Aaron Murray director. All meetings CRA center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11 :45 
a. m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 


Wanta Lift 
Weights, Paint? 
Tell Your CRA 

Wanta lift weights for a body 
bulgingly beautiful? (Men, not 
women.) 

Wanta join the arty class? 
(Water colors, oils and the like?) 

Wanta knock yourself out at 
handball ? 

Or exhibit your green thumb at 
gardening ? 

If you do wanta—any one or 
more of them—let Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association in on your in¬ 
hibited yen. 

“We have suggestions that 
CRA sponsor activities in these 
fields,” says F. E. Carlile, CRA 
chairman of the new activities 
committee. 

“But we need to know how 
many Convair people might be 
interested in them before we 
know what to recommend to the 
CRA employee council. 

“We feel reasonably sure that 
if enough employees are interest- 



STAMPS AND COINS—J. D. White, CRA stamp and coin com¬ 
missioner, made a presentation of this CRA stamp collection before 
CRA Employee Council members at their July meeting. On recent 
vacation, White added coins, money and stamps to his collection. 




A FAMILY AFFAIR Rumor'c I tt f ,1 THIS IS THE WAY IT S DONE—W. E. Harrison of Modernizatic 

W Ivl Slif er^ M _ slif e^ n ° " W ° F ST'*- n t° ^ MrS ’ $ D h ° WS W Y ear old dau 9 h+er Di *" e fundamentals of diving , 

an afternoon'in the pool ' ° P+ ‘ 6 ’ 4 ' A ^ shoulders), Carol, and Jeamne Cunningham envying Burger's Lake. Swimming and picnicking are available to Conva 

H ' employees through special rates. Tickets are sold at CRA offic 


DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner ,ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3621. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Singles tournament to begin 
August 3. Departmental play-offs to begin July 19, 1953. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glenn Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity discontinued 
until September. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. Games are played 
at the Little League Park each Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday through 
July 31. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Activity dis¬ 
continued during the summer. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p. m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a. m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 p. m. Wednesdays and 
Fridays at CRA ranch. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s classes contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available 
daily. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Beginners class 
7 to 8 p. m. and advanced 8 to 10 p. m. July 20 and 27 at North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Building. Fourth Saturday dances discontinued for the summer. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for 
for both groups at 7:45 p. m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Home phone WE-5246. 
Table tennis at 7:30 p. m., July 19, 28 in CRA center. 

TENNIS—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 6235. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 10 p. m. Forest Park Courts. Instruction 7 to 8 p. m. Tues¬ 
days. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play night changed 
from Tuesday to Thursday night through July. Volleyball will be played July 16 
23, 30 from 7 to 9:30 p. m. in the City Recreation Building, 215 West Vickery! 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


Daingerfield 


BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext 418 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Ink Really Was Wet on Those 
18 One-Dollar Bills of White's 


Hams Contact Friends 
In Far Away Places 
For FW Employees 

CRA radio “hams” have been 
making themselves heard from 
Maine to California. 

Joe Marza, president of the 
amateur radio operators, said 
Stan Brown, Dept. 6, talked to 
relatives in San Fernando, Calif, 
last week. 

It works like this. The opera¬ 
tor determines the best frequency 
of six or seven to make the con¬ 
tact. He then tries to reach a 


“ham” in the area where he hopes 
to talk. That “ham” phones the 
individual, after hearing the call, 
and a phone set-up is arranged. 
This way Convair employees may 
talk to any oil e in the United 
States. 

And it doesn't cost a cent! 

These calls may be made Wed¬ 
nesday or Friday nights from 7:30 
to 11 p.m. at the Radio Shack in 
the CRA center. 

Regular meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Marza said his colleagues are 
happy to try to make radio con¬ 
tacts for Convair employees who 
make requests. 


ed in any of those activities, we 
can get CRA support for them. 
So let CRA hear from you.” 

Employees interested are in¬ 
vited to telephone CRA at Ext. 
5141, or to stop by the CRA of¬ 
fice in the personnel department 
in the administration building. 

Water Ski Fans 
Get 'Baptism' 

Convair Ski Club's summertime 
program will get into full swing 
at Convair SD July 22 when the 
CRA group holds a water ski 
party at Santa Clara Point, Mis¬ 
sion Bay. 

The meeting will get under way 
►at 6 p.m. with water skiing, boat¬ 
ing and swimming for all ages. 

CRA will furnish coffee and 
doughnuts for the affair and fam¬ 
ilies are invited to bring along 
lunches and hold a beach party 
with the group after a short or¬ 
ganizational session, according to; 
Joe Harris, CRA Ski Club com¬ 
missioner. 

A special invitation to the meet¬ 
ing is extended all Convair em¬ 
ployees and their families who are 
interested in water skiing during 
the summer months as well as Ski 
Club members. 

To help plan a full program, 
Harris this week appointed' Lou 
Barnes and Max Leeds, both of 
Dept. 6, as chairman and co-chair¬ 
man of the water skiing group. 

“We are in need of additional 
boats to handle regular skiing 
events and offer instruction ses¬ 
sions,” Barnes says. “Any boat 
owner interested is invited to at¬ 
tend.” 

Helen Hedges (Dept. 6) will act 
as chief instructor for all age 
groups. She is an active member 
and instructor of the Mission Bay 
Ski Club. 

“We plan instruction sessions 
for all ages and will welcome 
novices at the July 22 session,” 
Barnes says. 


You’ve probably now and then 
come across a dollar bill so fresh 
and clean it crackled when you 
crumpled it. 

About then someone asked: “Is 
the ink dry yet?” 

At Convair FW this week, one 
employee with such money could 
truthfully answer: “Yeah, but just 
barely. And it’s strictly legal, at 
that.” 

He’s J. D. White, CRA stamp 
and coin activity commissioner, 
who brought back from his vaca¬ 
tion 18 $1 bills so new that they 
haven’t even been cut yet. And 
they won’t be. They’ll stay in 
White’s collection. 

Like the proverbial busman who 
took a bus ride on his day off, 
White went coin and paper money 
collecting on his vacation. 

At Philadelphia in one of the 
U. S. government’s mints, he 
picked up a new bronze presiden¬ 
tial medalion. 

Then, in Washington, he first 
inspected the priceless coin, paper 
money and stamp collections in 
the Smithsonian Institute. 

But the highlight of all was the 
solid sheet of $1 bills. 

By means of connections (a 
member of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives who is a friend of 
White’s family), the CRA com¬ 
missioner obtained access to the 
Bureau of Engraving and Print¬ 
ing in Washington. 

There he watched presses turn¬ 
ing out paper money by the mil¬ 


lions of dollars an hour. And 
there—by means of the connec¬ 
tion and by paying $18 for it— 
he latched on to the 18 freshly 
printed $1 bills. 

To make them extra-special, 
White waited four hours to obtain 
on the bills the autographs of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, George 
Humphrey, and the Treasurer of 
the United States, Mrs. Ivie Bak¬ 
er Priest. 

Upon his return to FW, mem¬ 
bers of the CRA coin activity 
were properly impressed. So were 
members of the CRA council, be¬ 
fore whom White gave a brief 
presentation at the last monthly 
meeting. 

White will exhibit the new bills 
—and tell of his experiences dur¬ 
ing his vacation—at the next 
meeting of the CRA Stamp and 
Coin activity members. It’ll be at 
7:45 p.m. on July 21 at the CRA 
Center on Lackland Rd. All Con¬ 
vair employees and members of 
their families interesed are in¬ 
vited to attend. 


A. E. Munson Winner 
In ‘Fast’ Chess Play 

A. E. Munson (Dept. 6) was 
awarded first prize in the recent 
CRA “20-second move” chess 
tournament at Convair SD. 

Second prize went to C. Kettner 
and a consolation prize to P. 
Novak. 
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Armstrong, Ramsdel Are Favorites 
In Upcoming CRA Golf Play 


First to enter—and twin fav¬ 
orites to win—in the annual CRA 
golf tournament opening Aug. 10 
already had their names on the 
line this week. 

They’re L. H. Armstrong, of 
traffic, and Jim Ted Ramsdel, of 
material. 

Out of the picture this year for 
the first time in many is Paul 
Ondo, of master planning, who 
suffered a leg injury which hasn’t 
permitted him to swing a club in 
months. In the running, he’d be 
among the favorites. 

While admittedly no Ben Hog¬ 
ans, Armstrong and Ramsdel like¬ 
ly will be hard to beat. Arm¬ 
strong, who was a medalist in the 
city recreation department’s an¬ 
nual Rockwood golf course 
tournament this month, is play¬ 
ing some of the hottest golf he’s 
ever recorded. 

Ramsdel, recognized in tourna¬ 
ment play throughout Texas as 
one of the longest-hitting ama¬ 
teurs around, has been practicing 

SIZING HIM UP—L. H. Armstrong, left, in this particular juxtaposition of photos appears to be sizing Qthers ukely to be at the top 
up Jim Ted Ramsdel, expected to be one of Armstrong's biggest threats in the annual CRA golt of the column w h en the turf has 
tournament in August. Armstrong is in traffic, Ramsdel in material. settled back are Jack Samuelson, 

of engineering, and A. J. Baskin, 
of tooling, who were semi-final¬ 
ists last year. 

Samuelson was defeated by 
Jimmy O’Brien, who is no longer 
around to defend himself. 

Strong competition is expected 
from Ray Lanham, of material, 
C. H. Stanley, of engineering, 
Larry Messersmith, of plant en 
gineering, J. T. Tyler, of ma¬ 
terial, George Davis, of flight 
test, George Young, of nose and 


tail, and Fred F. Foster of pattern 
shop and CRA golf commissioner. 

A record entry list is expected 
to compete for the more than $500 
in merchandise prizes. Awards 
will go to winners and runners-up 
in all flights. 

Entry blanks may be obtained 
in the CRA office in personnel 
department in the administration 
building. Entries must be made 
on or before Aug. 5. 


Two Softball 
Teams in Lead 

Convair softball teams came up 
with two firsts in the most recent 
rating of city teams. 

Holding top berth are the 
Bombers in the East Texas 
League and the CRA Hornets, 
tied with Texas Motors and Co¬ 
bell Supply, playing in the Inter¬ 
national League. The Bombers 
racked up eight wins and no 
losses and the Hornets have six 
wins and three losses. 

In the Major City League, CRA 
has five wins and three losses to 
tie for third place. 

The Hustlers in the Western 
League also hold third place with 
three and four. 

In the American League, the 
Panthers have one and six for 
the cellar post. 

Convairettes, with eight losses 
and one win, are also in last 
place in the women’s league. 

In the City baseball league, 
Convair teams chalked up a first 
and second. 

The American team playing on 
Sundays holds first place with ten 
wins and three losses. 

In the Major League, Convair 
with five wins and one loss, is in 
second place. 



Two Daingerfield Contestants Tie for 
First in New CRA Rifle Club Match 


Two Convair Daingerfield em¬ 
ployees tied for first place in the 
first informal rifle shoot of the 
newly organized CRA Rifle and 
Pistol Club at Daingerfield. 

Jimmy Nix and Kenneth Truitt 
captured first places with 155 
points. Second was Sam Cave 
with 150 and third was Jack Mas¬ 
on with 149. Highest possible 
score was 200. 

Other scores were Walter An¬ 
thony, 107; Jack Cawthon, 120; 
Ed German, 114; Arlis Hart, 115; 
George Hatt, 127; Paul Matkin, 
134; D. L. Merzbacher, 107; Gale 
Wells, 132; and Floyd White, 118. 
The average score was 129. 

Much of the firing was done 
without target rifles. 


Team Six Takes Lead 
In Management 
Club Bowling League 

Team Six jumped to the top 
over Team Four, former first 
place holder, in the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club Bowling League. 
Team 11 holds third place, Team 
Three is fourth, Team Five is 
fifth. 

The league season will run for 
two more weeks. 


FW Bridge Teams 
Find Going Tough 
in SW Tourney 

Several Convair FW Division 
employees met stiff competition 
recently when they played in the 
Fort Worth Sectional Bridge 
Tournament. 

Mrs. Helen Sobel, noted bridge 
authority, was on hand to show 
the enthusiasts the fine points of 
the game. 

Mrs. I. B. Hale, wife of FW’s 
manager of Industrial Security, 
walked off with the first prize in 
the mixed pair play, largest event 
of the tournament. W. A. Todd, 
Dept. 9, took third place in the 
same event. 

H. H. Pinkerton, Dept. 6, and 
president of the CRA bridge 
group, ranked tenth, and Mrs. 
Pinkerton took ninth individual 
place in the Convair special event. 

In a warm-up game before the 
tournament, J. H. Smith, Dept. 6, 
and bridge commissioner W. E. 
Eldred took the honors. The Con 
vair bridge club sponsored the 
game. 

The CRA bridge group meets 
at 7:30 p.m. every Friday at the 
CRA center. 


Ice Show Planned 

Plans for staging an “All Con¬ 
vair” amateur ice show were be¬ 
ing considered at San Diego this 
week after Convair skaters ap¬ 
peared in the recent “Ice Fanta- 
cies” at Glacier Gardens. 


3-D Movies Will Be 
Demonstrated Here 

Three dimensional movies will 
be the topic of a demonstration 
by Russell A. Bird, field represen¬ 
tative for Bolex Movie Corp., 
when the CRA Camera Club 
meets at 7:30 p.m. July 20 at 
the CRA center. 

Also scheduled are a dinner and 
Rio Grande Railroad travelogue 
movie, “Scenery Unlimited.” 

Color slides from the Berks 
Camera Club in Reading, Pa., will 
also be shown. 

The subject for the first contest 
of the “Sharpshooters” group has 
been named as “buttons.” The 
Sharpshooters are members who 
are interested in furthering their 
photographic technique in com¬ 
position and print quality. Inter¬ 
ested persons may contact W. H. 
Shell, ext. 7133, for details. 

The Camera Club has improved 
facilities for hot-weather process¬ 
ing of film and paper. A coke ma¬ 
chine has been converted to pro¬ 
vide constant temperatures for 
developers. An air-conditioner 
also has been installed in the dark 


Carlile Lands 68-Pound 
Cat at Buchanan Lake 

Convair FW division anglers 
have nothing on D. L. Carlile, 
Dept. 44. 

While fishing with former Con 
vair employee M/Sgt. Bob L. 
Humphrey in the Colorado River 
near Buchanan Lake, Carlile 
hooked a sixty-eight pound yel¬ 
low catfish. 


'Best Nine Tourney 
Ahead For Golfers 

Convair SD golfers will tee off 
at Rancho Santa Fe July 31 and 
Aug. 1-2 in a best nine-hole tour¬ 
nament making up the monthly 
CRA golf sweepstakes. 


Hill Is Named 
CRA Commissioner 

G. W. Hills, Jr., was named 
CRA band commissioner this 
week by F. E. Chambers, person¬ 
nel manager. 

Hills, a design engineer, has 
been with Convair FW division 
for two years. 

He served with the Navy for 
two years and was graduated 
from Louisiana Polytechnic In¬ 
stitute. 

Hills played both baritone and 
tenor sax and clarinet. He played 
in college bands at Kansas City 
Junior College and Louisiana 
Polytechnic. 

Hills has changed the band 
from a military type to a dance 
band. 


Bows, Arrows 
Beat Firearms 

Sitting Bull and other chiefs 
were suckers to trade their bows 
and arrows for pistols and rifles! 

Or so it would seem after a re¬ 
cent novelty shoot between CRA 
archers, riflemen and pistol club¬ 
bers at Convair SD. 

In the first three-way event 
eVer staged by CRA, the archers 
bested both riflemen and pistol- 
men in the July 5 contest at 
Gillespie Field, El Cajon. Thirty- 
two contestants took part before 
a holiday crowd of nearly 100 
spectators. Eleven archers, 11 
pistolmen and 10 riflemen com¬ 
peted. The event was fired on a 
team basis with the top five per¬ 
formers in each group registering 
their scores as a unit. 

A1 Williams (Dept. 55) was the 
top scorer in the contest and 
paced the archers to a victory 
over other contestants. He scored 
a 335. 

Top rifleman of the day was 
E. H. Horstman (Dept. 340) with 
a score of 293. 

The pistol group was paced by 
J. L. Williams (Dept. 401) with 
a 313 score. 

Each contestant fired his 
chosen weapon at a standard tar¬ 
get for his event and all targets 
were 50 yards from the firing 
line. Final team scores showed 
the archers with 1,498 points, the 
pistolmen with 1,473 points and 
the riflemen with 1,124 points. 

Prizes were awarded by CRA 
to the winning teams and individ¬ 
uals. 

The archers composing their 
team with their scores included 
Williams, 335; Bob Emerson, 303; 
Ted Williams, 300; Wally Butts, 
297, and Tom Shulze, 263. 

Pistol shooters were J. L. Wil¬ 
liams, 313; Ash Bishop, 311; W. 
L. Dittmann, 302; E. L. Johnson, 
284, and Dave Hull, 263. 

Riflemen and their scores were 
E. H. Horstman, 293; H. Hampy, 
289; R. C. Saether, 273; C. Varns, 
147, and M. Alianelli, 122. 


Hale’s Bullets Bring Bacon Home as He 
Shoots Way to Second at Shreveport 


Convair’s top marksman shot 
smoke into the eyes of all but 
one of the contenders in the 
Southwest Regional Pistol Shoot 
at Shreveport, La., July 3-4. 

I. B. Hale, manager of indus- 
rial security and former FBI 
pistol-shooting instructor, finished 
second in the experts class in .22 
caliber pistol shooting. 

But that wasn’t all. 

Of the 23 matches in his class, 
he took eight first-places, five 
second places and two third 
places. 

Among other things, as relayed 
to Convairiety by the Shreveport 
Times, he was runner-up in the 
national match course (with a 
.45 caliber pistol), with a score 
of 283. 

And he was third, with a 191, 
in the master’s rapid fire com¬ 
petition with a .38 caliber gun. 

Hale, who personally instructs 
Convair industrial security guards 
in the proper handling of side- 
arms, was with the FBI for a 


number of years prior to joining 
Convair. Before that, he was a 
Texas Christian University grid 
star. 

Further details on Hale’s ac¬ 
complishments at Shreveport were 


unavailable because Hale went 
directly from Shreveport on com¬ 
pany business to Chicago—with¬ 
out bothering to inform Convair 
colleagues of his record in the 
regional tournament. 





Radio Hams to Meet 
Tomorrow Night 

CRA’s amateur radio club 
(CRAC) at Convair SD will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow night (July 
16) in the conference building at 
Balboa Park. 


NOT IN JULY, NATCH—Photo showing sharpshooter I. B. Hale, 
manager of industrial security, pulled from Convairiety files, was 
NOT made in July in Texas. Hale, second place winner in pistol 
shoot at Shreveport, at that time was instructing Guard C. H ! . 
Freeman (left) at Convair FW last winter. 
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Latest Model of T-29 Leaves Assembly Line on Schedule at SD 


DEBUT—First of model Ds are pictured in Building 2 at San Diego where this 
new T-29 is assembled. At left is No. I as it appeared from tail to nose week 
before last. Currently, ship is undergoing inspection by Air Force board. Note 


absence of astrodomes. At right are ships No. 2 and 3 as they look from nose to 
tail. Center: L. L. Tuttle, Dept. 35 general foreman, confers with J. E. Cook of 
Dept. 28. 


Bloodmobile Collects 500 


SD Boys to Visit 
Norton AF Base 

Air Explorer Squadron 340, 
scout organization sponsored by 
the Convair SD Management 
Club, planned this month to round 
out a full summer of activities in 
August when the Squadron at¬ 
tends a week’s encampment at 
Norton Air Force Base, Calif. 

The Aug. 24-29 encampment 
will draw Air Scouts from 
throughout the Southern Califor¬ 
nia area and will be designed to 
indoctrinate the youths in Air 
Force operations. 

While at Norton, the boys will 
have their choice of two jobs from 
among a list including radio, 
radio repair, aircraft installation, 
assembly work and others. 

A flight around Southern Cali¬ 
fornia has usually been on the 
agenda for Air Explorers making 
the annual trip in the past, ac¬ 
cording to Andy Drollinger, 
Squadron 340’s advisor. 

During June, the Air Explorers 
went on an overnight hike and 
mountain climb up Mt. San Gor- 
gonio. The group camped near 
the half-way mark with a portion 
of the Squadron going all the way 
to the top. 

One of the high points of the 
summer for the Air Explorers 
was the winning of an “Outstand¬ 
ing Award” at the recent Scout 
Fair held at Navy Field, awarded 
for the squadron’s aviation booth. 
Featured were model airplanes, 
a cut-away aircraft engine and a 
flying wing built by Lynn and 
Lloyd Townsend, sons of R. E. 
Townsend, Dept. 6. 

Squadron 340 is currently en¬ 
listing additional members prior 
to the annual summer encamp¬ 
ment. Youngsters 14 years of age 
and older interested in the Air 
Explorer program may get infor¬ 
mation by calling Drollinger, ext. 
1615 or H-4-0715. 



A COOL MILLION—That Is 
a check for $1,000,000 that Ray¬ 
mond B. Talbot, left, San Diego 
County tax collector, is receiving 
from SD Division Controller John 
R. Russell! It is to cover taxes 
on Convair unsecured personal 
property for a single year. It is 
one of largest tax payments 
made by Convair SD and also 
one of largest county ever col¬ 
lected. 


Experimental 
Holds Lead in 
Housekeeping 

With Plant 2 leading the way, 
Convair SD employees recorded 
the second best good housekeep¬ 
ing showing of the year during 
June, registering marked im¬ 
provement over April’s figures. 

Experimental retained its top 
position among all competitors 
with a perfect rate of no viola¬ 
tions, followed closely by Plant 
Engineering at Plant 1. 

May figures showed Plant 2 
committed .069 violations per em¬ 
ployee, while the June record re¬ 
vealed a resounding drop to .027 
violations per employee. 

Lowest monthly figures for the 
year were registered during Feb¬ 
ruary with .014 violations per em¬ 
ployee average throughout the 
division. 

The June standings showed .016 
violations per employee, a drop 
from the .028 violations per em¬ 
ployee in May. 

Cleanliness and fire violations 
both decreased during June with 
safety violations showing an in¬ 
crease. 

Violations 
per employee 

June May 

Experimental .000 .000 

Plant Engineering, Plant L. .002 .006 

Fabrication, Plant 1 . .004 .008 

Electronics . 004 .014 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 .004 .017 

F-102—B-36 Comp.006 .117 

R3Y Final .011 .022 

Material .015 .035 

T-29 Primary & Major .017 .036 

Mfg. Control, Plant II .017 .009 

340 Major & Final . 020 .019 

Tool Mfg. Plant 1 . 023 .040 

R3Y Major .026 .035 

T-29 Final .!.034 .006 

Fabrication, Plant II .035 .103 

Tool Mfg., Plant II .038 .047 

Field Operations .056 .000 

Plant Engineering, Plant II.. .109 .222 

Convair SD Mother 
Dies in Auto Crash 

A vacation trip ended tragi¬ 
cally for the Johnny C. Shelton 
family of Convair SD late last 
month. 

Their car was involved in a 
highway accident near San Diego, 
resulting in the death of his wife, 
Winifred C. Shelton (Dept. 43), 
and serious injuries to Shelton 
(Dept. 52) and three of her chil¬ 
dren, Glen, 14; Jerry, 17, and 
Patsy Adams, 12. 

The family was on the way to 
visit Mrs. Shelton’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Cookman, in 
Mason City, Iowa. Shelton is in 
Navy Hospital. 

R.O.T.C. Cadets See 
Convair Division 

Two hundred and eighty Air 
Force R.O.T.C. from summer en¬ 
campment at Kelly Air Force 
Base inspected the Convair FW 
Division last week as part of their 
regular training. 

The cadets, representing 17 
different colleges, were com¬ 
manded by Col. A. E. Fogelberg. 
Arrangements for their Convair 
visit were handled by the office 
of L. L. Turner, special assistant 
to the division manager. 


Pints in Visit 

Convair Pomona volunteers last 
month contributed a total of 501 
pints of blood when the bloodmo¬ 
bile made two visits to the plant. 

“Volunteers exceeded by far the 
capacity of the bloodmobile, and 
approximately 675 persons were 
actually scheduled to contribute,” 
H. S. Naish, Employee Service 
supervisor and blood committee 
chairman, said. “And even with 
the usual number of ‘short pints’ 
and rejections — persons with 


Next visit of the bloodmobile 
to Convair San Diego will be 
Aug. 11 and 12 with facilities 
set up west of Bldg. 14. Times 
will be 5 p.m. to 9 each evening 
to accommodate second shift 
donors. 


colds, etc.—251 pints were col¬ 
lected on the first visit June 3 
and 250 pints on the June 29 
visit.” 

No bloodmobile visits are sched¬ 
uled for the immediate future, but 
others will be planned periodi¬ 
cally, Naish said. 

“A portion of this blood has 
been credited to Convair’s account 
at the blood bank, and any em¬ 
ployee may draw against the ac¬ 
count either for himself or mem¬ 
bers of his immediate family,” 


The twenty-ninth visit of the 
North Texas National Defense 
Blood Center was scheduled at 
Convair FW Division today (July 
15), according to L. L. Turner, 
special assistant to the division 
manager. 

Approximately 280 volunteers’ 
visits to the mobile unit were to 
be coordinated by M. E. Caraway, 
assistant chief tool engineer. 


to Pomona 

Naish continued. “Arrangements 
may be made by contacting me 
in room 1244, Building 4, or by 
phoning ext. 146.” 

Remainder of the blood will go 
to the armed forces overseas, and 
gamma globulin will be extracted 
to be used in combating polio in 
epidemic areas. 

“Convair Pomona people are to 
be commended for their generosity 
during the bloodmobile visits,” 
Naish said. 

SD Engineers Talk 
At I.A.S. Sessions 

Several Convair SD engineers 
are scheduled to conduct technical 
sessions during July and August 
for the San Diego Section, Insti¬ 
tute of the Aeronautical Sciences. 

Seth Gunthorp, research test 
engineer, will speak July 23 on 
“Structural Adhesives in Air¬ 
craft.” G. G. Green and Roy A. 
Miller Aug. 6 will discuss “Fa¬ 
tigue—Its Effect on Aircraft 
Materials and Structures.” 

Dr. Hans Friedrich, Convair de¬ 
sign specialist, spoke to the group 
July 9 on “The V-2 Control Sys¬ 
tem.” 

All technical sessions are held 
in the I.A.S. Building. 


Volunteers were from Depts. 14, 
24, 81 and 82 on first shift. 

For the first time, the mobile 
blood unit was set up inside the 
plant at the 50-foot aisle. 

Another visit of the unit was 
scheduled for Thursday on the 
second shift. Grady Henry, night 
factory manager, was scheduled 
to coordinate volunteers from all 
departments. 


Board Meets to 
Inspect T-29 

An Air Force “Contract Techni¬ 
cal Compliance Board” convened 
in San Diego this week to con¬ 
sider the first T-29 model D to 
come off the assembly line. 

Familiarly known in the past 
as a “689 board,” a name recently 
discarded for the new title, the 
board is headed by Col. R. E. 
Critchfield as chairman and in¬ 
cludes Col. G. Champion of USAF 
headquarters and Col. R. R. Stew¬ 
art, WADC, as well as Joseph 
Zwierzynski, AMC’s T-29 project 
officer, and E. F. Mondini of 
WADC. 

Representing Convair during 
the sessions will be B. J. Simons, 
T-29 project engineer; H. L. Ells¬ 
worth, T-29 project administra¬ 
tor; J. O. Lockwood, T-29 con¬ 
tracts. From the Air Force office 
at SD will be Major J. R. Mc¬ 
Combs and W. H. Stancil while 
B. H. Armstrong will be present 
from the Bureau of Aeronautics 
office. 

The first model D was virtually 
complete last week, a bit ahead 
of schedule. On the outside it 
looks much as do other T-29s, 
except for the absence of astro¬ 
domes, used for taking sights by 
sextant. The model D, however, 
is equipped with periscopic sex¬ 
tants which eliminate the need for 
astrodomes. 

On the inside the model D is 
greatly changed from previous 
models. It combines facilities for 
training bombardiers (both for 
radar and optical bombing) with 
navigation and radar training 
equipment. Some of the equip¬ 
ment duplicates that used by the 
Air Force in the Convair B-36 
and is considerably bulkier than 
that required in other T-29s. 
Therefore, there are fewer sta¬ 
tions f6r students in the model D. 
It accommodates six students, two 
instructors, pilot, co-pilot, and 
crew chief. 



MUSIC AND BONDS—Savings Bonds contest at FW Division is known as "Convair Bond Wago 
Race and drawing included concert by Carswell AFB band. Shown is part of crowd which watche, 
drawing. Monster bulletin board in background. 


Mobile Blood Unit Sets up Operations Today 
In 50-foot Aisle First Time at Fort Worth 
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UNVEILED—Convair's delta wing, water based fighter last week made its debut before press at San 
Diego. Sea-Dart, built for U.S. Navy, made taxi runs in San Diego bay and flew for officials and 
newspapermen. 


Sea-Dart Flies 
Public Debut 


Convair’s latest water-based 
airplane, the delta wing Navy 
fighter Sea Dart, made its debut 
last week before the press at San 
Diego. 

Expected to play an important 
role in sea warfare, the new 
plane is characterized by the delta 
wing design, pioneered by Con¬ 
vair, and water skis which re¬ 
tract in flight. The plane was 
flown by veteran test pilot E. D. 
Shannon, SD’s chief of experi¬ 
mental flight, and was up about 
19 minutes on this particular 
hop. 

Briefing about 50 news, tele¬ 
vision and cameramen before the 
flight were J. V. Naish, Convair 
executive vice-president, and N. 
W. Bouley, SD assistant chief 
engineer. Newsmen witnessed the 
flight from a Navy LST cruising 
in San Diego Bay. 

Closest “spectators,” however, 
were Convair’s Charles E. Rich- 
bourg, piloting a T-33 jet chase 
plane, and photographer Roger 
Jet, who stayed close to the Sea 
Dart on most of the flight. 


Variety of Projects Considered 
At Convair FW to Save Water 

Steps taken at Convair FW already are conserving 
more than 2,000,000 gallons of water per week, and yet 
another 2,250,000 gallons in s avings is in prospect. _ 

Doing their share in Fort 
Worth’s water conservation ef¬ 
forts, 113 employees have turned 
in a total of 140 suggestions, and 
are competing for the $100 award 
offered by Convair for the best 
suggestion. 

“Many of these suggestions are 
duplicates or are already being 
considered as company projects, 
and others are too expensive for 
adoption, but each idea is being 
investigated to insure that no con¬ 
ceivable method of conserving our 
water supply is overlooked,” ex¬ 
plained R. E. Crabtree, assistant 
supervisor of the employee sug¬ 
gestion section. 

Conservation from action al¬ 
ready taken has effected savings 
of 2,142,700 gallons per week. 

Revised spray booth flushing sav¬ 
ings are 240,000 gallons per week; 
reductions in watering lawns and 
shrubs 650,000; reduction in usage 
by sanitation personnel, 2,700 gal¬ 
lons. 

Most recent savings come from 
reduction in size of overflow pipes 
in process tanks. This saves about 
500,000 gallons per week, and re¬ 
cycling of water through rinse 
tanks saves another 750,000 gal¬ 
lons per week. 

Projects now under study may 
effect savings of another 2,250,000 


gallons per week. Piping water 
from parts plant air compressors 
and hydraulic presses to Lake 
Worth would account for 1,250,000 
gallons, and using steam conden¬ 
sate from degreasers would save 
approximately one million gal¬ 
lons. 

Some of these savings have 
been cost improvement proposals, 
but $100 is still waiting to find 
its way to the employee whose 
suggestion on water conservation 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Pomona Wins Bonds Race, 
But Daingerfield Leads 

Corporation-wide, Convair's participation in U.S. Sav¬ 
ings Bond purchases by payroll deduction is approximately 
751/2 cent. 

Although not fully official, this figure is not expected 
to vary greatly when complete tallies have been made. 

A last minute dash to the wire 
that jumped participation to 78 
per cent gave Pomona Division a 
victory over Fort Worth and San 
Diego in the inter-division contest 
for a purse of 20 $50 savings 
bonds. 

Fort Worth and San Diego were 
close seconds with participation 
percentages of 75 and 76 per cent. 

Although not eligible for the 
purse (because of size), Dainger¬ 
field Division actually led all the 
rest, racking up a highly credit¬ 
able 8514 per cent record with 
an average deduction of $8.32. 
Convair FW’s average deduction 
was $7.82. Both divisions are well 
ahead of San Diego and Pomona 
in the size of the average deduc¬ 
tion. 

“Our overall percentage of more 
than 75 is a substantial increase 
from our position before the drive 
and places Convair up among the 
leaders in the aircraft industry in 
bond buying,” Gen. Joseph T. Mc- 
Narney, Convair president, said. 

“Throughout the contest, com¬ 
petition was extremely close 
among our divisions, so close that 
it was no disgrace to fail to come 
in first, for only a percentage 
point or two separated the lead¬ 
ers. Every one of our divisions 
ran a splendid race. 

“I am highly gratified that 
Convair responded so strongly 
and I am confident that each divi¬ 
sion will continue to maintain its 
high position on the list.” 

FW Division Manager August 
C. Esenwein said: 

“All FW departments are to be 
(Continued on Page 2) 


New Hours Benefit 
Convair Reservists 

Convair FW second shift mem¬ 
bers of the Air Force’s 9823rd 
Volunteer Air Reserve Training 
Squadron may now participate in 
that organization’s activities dur¬ 
ing daylight hours. 

Maj. Clarence A. Petersen, com¬ 
manding officer, said that the new 
flight will be established espe¬ 
cially for Convair reservists and 
others unable to participate in the 
regular evening sessions. Details 
may be obtained at the squadron 
office, across from Farrington 
Field at 2900 W. Lancaster, or by 
telephoning FO-0783. 


Hopkins Sees 
Bright Future 
For Convair 


A firm faith in the future of Convair and admiration 
for Convair's management, engineering and production 
talent was expressed last week at San Diego by John Jay 
Hopkins, chairman of the Convair Board of Directors. 
In what he described as a “friendly chat" with the 


‘guys who really run the p 


of the SD Management Club: 


ace,” Hopkins told members 


“I am convinced beyond a doubt 
of the outstanding future in store 
for Convair, and that future ex¬ 
tends to all of us associated with 
this world-famed organization.” 

Hopkins said he did not share 
doubts as to the security of Con- 
vair’s business future because of 
the high percentage of defense 
work. 

“It is true that our orders are 
about 90 per cent 1 * 1 

10 per cent for K I A 
But remember, iTOITI 

freedom withoul < c 

-event 5p 

Throughout d f r0 m two Con- 
there was freq| remen late i ast 
Convair’s diffi e vent widespread 
Fort Worth, D{ re broke out in 
mona and San : ra k e Shoe Com- 
cated that he t of Convair. 
speak before Action brought a 
audience. ,tion from Ameri- 

officials, and « 
fighting for it, and what we are 
up against from behind the iron 
curtain forces us into the position 
where we must have a permanent 
base in the defense business. . . . 

“For some time to come this 
nation must be kept strong and 
must rely ... on the resources of 
Convair and General Dynamics 
and many others that form the 
industrial team. ...” 

Touching upon the free enter¬ 
prise system, Hopkins mentioned 
stockholders as very important 
(in supplying the original capital 
and capital for expansion) and 
also the men and women who 
have cast their lot with the com¬ 
pany. 

“You are Convair’s mainstay, in 
a very real sense,” he said. “You 
and the men who work with you 
and Rosie the Riveter, too. . . . 
Without you, our task soon would 
prove futile.” 

Describing how General Dy¬ 
namics Corp. came to buy con¬ 
trolling interest in Convair, Hop¬ 
kins said that there were several 
other large aircraft concerns on 
the market. 

“We had our choice . . . but we 
found here at San Diego and Fort 
Worth a company winning com¬ 
petitions for contracts hands 
down from all comers . . . actually 
the record is that out of 11 recent 
competitions in supersonic fields 
(the great advancing fields 
ahead), Convair has won seven 
out of 11!” 

Even more, however, Hopkins 
said he and his associates found 
the answer they sought in quality 
of personnel. 

“We found the answer ... in 
the men of the organization . . . 
the staff of great and able people, 
designers, engineers, technicians, 
builders, flyers. . . .” 

Hopkins said General Dynamics 
was looking for a company 
“staffed by men of talent and led 
by men of vision ... I mean such 
men as Gen. Joe McNarney, Jack 
Naish, Tom Lanphier, Bob Biron, 
Ed Jones, Sparky Sebold, Frank 
Fink, Bob Watts, Sandy Coggan, 
Augie Esenwein and our most re¬ 
cent star, Charlie Home of Po- 
(Continued on Page 2) 



FORECAST — John Jay Hop¬ 
kins, Convair Board of Directors 
chairman, who praised Convair 
accomplishments and foresaw 
firm future. 

Farmer New 
FW Controller 

Promotion of E. L. Farmer to 
division controller was announced 
at Convair FW last week after 
the resignation of J. C. Felix. 
Boosts for three other executives 
came at the same time. 

Erie G. Hill was named assist¬ 
ant to the division controller; D. 
L. Watters, budget manager suc¬ 
ceeding Hill; and A. S. Cooper, 
estimating administrator succeed¬ 
ing Farmer. 

Felix, who remains at FW Di¬ 
vision until August 1 in an ad¬ 
visory capacity, will become con¬ 
troller for a west coast aircraft 
firm. 

There also was a change in the 
division controller at San Diego 
recently when P. S. Nill, manager 
of factory methods and work 
standards, was appointed division 
controller, succeeding J. R. Rus¬ 
sell, resigned. 

Farmer takes his new duties 
after two years as estimating ad¬ 
ministrator. He first worked for 
Convair from 
1943 to 1945 as 
chief of internal 
audit at San Di¬ 
ego and Fort 
Worth. After 
an absence of 
five years, he 
returned to 
Convair FW in 
1950. 

In the early 
E. L. Farmer 1940’s, Farmer 
was chief accountant for Mont¬ 
gomery Ward and Co. in Fort 
Worth, and for several years be¬ 
fore that was connected with the 
Oliver Corp. in Chicago and other 
cities. He is married and has one 
son, David, 14, a sophomore at 
Arlington Heights High School. 

Hill will be in a newly-created 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Seek Ch tried 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3, J. B. Brock. 
Dept. 4, M. O. Stevens. Dept. 6, R. D. 
Chase, J. A. Shaddy. Dept. 14, F. M. 

Wohlford. Dept. 15, C. E. Doering. Dept. 
22, L. Fry, H. F. Harbin, D. M. Mabem. 

Dept. 24, S. P. Hoagland, J. M. Moore, 

N. M. Short. Dept. 25, W. McMullen, F. 
Roberson, D. T. Wilson. Dept. 27, W. 

F. Staley. Dept. 29, E. M. McDonald. 
Dept. 31, L. F. Byrns, E. G. Clary, 

L. L. Holland, H. E. Smith, H. B. 

Wade, A. Wlikerson. Dept. 44, C. D. 

Bostick, W. R. Jones. Dept. 45, N. R. 

Bennett. Dept. 47, C. L. McCuistion. 

Dept. 48, F. Deleon, C. E. Fitzhugh. 
Dept. 50, A. B. Fuller, J. W. Hender¬ 
son. Dept. 60, E. A. Bethurum, H. L. 

Morrow. Dept. 61, C. H. Hammock. 
Dept. 63, R. J. Hightower, L. J. Ritchey, 

V. T. Smith, D. Whatley. 

Dept. 64, H. W. Gates, W. C. Morris, 

M. M. Ramos. Dept. 65, A. W. Brock- 
ermeyer, W. A. Shahan, N. G. Stanley, 
V Strand. Dept. 73, J. L. Bradford, 
T. C. Wallace. Dept. 75, W. M. Thrash- 

er bept. 81, R. R. Carrow, L. M. Cook, 

C. D. Harrison, W. A. Lott, J. M. Me- 
Lamore, W. E. Rawlinson, W. W. West. 
Dept. 82, L. M. Brown, T. M'yers, C. E. 
Price, R. L. Sitton, M. G. Skiles. Dept. 
91, F. C. Graves. Dept. 92, G. W. 
Dempsey, T. D. Forman, G. W. Tucker. 
Dept. 94, N. B. Hokett. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, W. S. John¬ 
son, Jr. Dept. 9, I. E. Gladden, E. A. 
Lasater, J. R. Mayberry, C. J. Roberson. 

Dept. 14, H. L. Brinkley, J. D. 
Thompson, R. L. Wilson. Dept. 20, D. D. 
Akins, E. Fitts, J. E. Strange, E. E. 
Young. Dept. 22, W. J. Howard, W. H. 
Isom, D. F. Roguemore. 

Dept. 24, J. W. McLean, T. H. Moore, 
R. J. Schiltz, B. D. Sellers. Dept. 25, 

N. S. White. Dept. 27, W. L. Brad¬ 

shaw, Jr., M. E. Chenault, L. R. Hank¬ 
ins, M. J. Hill, J. L. Israel, R. A. 
Jackson, R. C. Joplin, L. E. Kennedy, 
H. C. King, A. C. Lunsford, B. E. 

Moore, F. W. Moore, D. L. Parker, F. 
J. Scheipis, W. A. Williamson. 

Dept. 29, H. C. Herring, J. G. Riggs, 
R. W. Wright. Dept. 30, C. H. Denton, 

O. L. Inman. Dept. 31, R. M. Bartley, 

A. R. Bates, A. R. Blocker, J. V. 

Curry, O. B. Dale, R. E. Davis, C. C. 
Eastin, D. R. Jackson, R. Jara, R. E. 
Lawrence, K. C. Lee, J. B. Marlin, J. 

W. Morris, J. W. Underwood, R. G. 

Vardeman, J. W. Williams, J. R. 

Wilson, R. N. Wingate, J. H. Wolfe, 
W. H. Wood. „ ^ J 

Dept. 43, J. C. Bryant, M. R. Good¬ 
win, G. W. Green, H. F. McGar, W. O. 
Phillips, Jr., C. H. Satterfield, R. J. 
Zinn. Dept. 44, W. L. Benton, G. L. 
Berry, H. A. Bratcher, W. W. Dunning, 

B. M. Fowler, T. R. Hatcher, C. Hughes, 
Jr., W. J. Johnson, J. McCann, J. L. 
McLemore, F. L. Maxwell, L. E. Max¬ 
well, J. W. Nolley, M. T. Nunlee, J. 
T. Overbey, R. Williamson, Jr., E. 
Yeats, E. Zaidle. 

Dept. 45, C. R. Dodge, A. M. Lee, J. 

C. Smith. Dept. 46, J. A. Manning. 

Dept. 47, A. W. Burnitt, Jr., L. B. 

Chapman, W. A. Cheatham, E. M. 
Garner, J. Heath, R. C. Howington, N. 
Kneschk, T. P. Peveler, M. W. Pruitt, 
H. L. Reames, T. D. Rexroat, A. 
Shelton, C. O. Shipman, O. F. Shumake, 
H. A. Smith, J. H. Stevens, M. L. 

Swaim, E. Thomas, Jr., R. M. Waldrop, 

L. H. Williams. 

Dept. 48, F. M. Batt, C. L. Brewer, 

M. M. Callaway, F. Cisemos, H. C. 

Gordon, O. L. Howard, H. J. Jones, E. 
M. Long, E. W. Martin, J. C. Roberts, 

D. Thompson, C. M. Wallis. 

Dept. 50, R. D. Allred, H. G. Duncan, 
M. L. Hornby, J. W. B. Newsom, I. L. 
Page, H. E. Sellers. Dept. 64, J. W. 
Mann, W. D. Schau. Dept. 65, T. 
Meyers. 

Dept. 73, C. T. Hall, M. H. Haws, 
C. A. Pack, M. R. Turner. Dept. 74, 
M. S. Lanier, N. E. Stockard. Dept. 
75, J. T. Ogles, H. N. Wayland, H. B. 
Wright. 

Dept. 76, J. W. Burge, W. Whitfield. 
Dept. 91, F. Cruz, T. B. Hawk, B. P. 
Herrin, W. M. Miner, G. R. Morgan, 

G. E. Nations, J. R. Pennington, L. D. 
Stepter. 

Dept. 92, G. Baldree, D. D. Brooks, 
R. W. Foust, J. H. Ince, L. M. Jones, 
J. L. Palmer, Jr., B. C. Payne, J. O. 
Sims, Jr., J. A. Thompson, J. N. 
Yandell. 

Dept. 93, D. W. Denning, W. W. 
Knight, J. B. Miller, T. J. Ray, S. D. 
Swanson, W. E. Talevich, R. H. 
Wagner, J. L. Wilcox, Jr. 

Dept. 94, J. Boris, W. M. Helm, M. 
M. Lauderdale, Jr., J. W. McDonald, 
W. D. Pitts, R. L. Williams. Dept. 95, 

P. N. Yercher. 


Awards 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 4, Material: To buyer A, K. P. 
Jacobs, T. D. Dean, Jr., F. J. McGee, 
G. C. Cherbonnier, Jr. To material con¬ 
trol assistant supervisor, J. F. Thomas. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To flight test 
engineer, K. E. Kouder. To senior nuc¬ 
lear engineer, F. T. Bly. To group eng¬ 
ineer, B. E. Bunch. To design engineer, 
C. A. Roman. To senior design engineer, 
W. J. Suvada, P. G. Normand. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tool Man¬ 
agement : To development liaison man, 
L. C. Dixon. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: To 
manufacturing engineer A, W. B. Rynd. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tool design 
assistant supervisor, O. J. Adams. To 
tool engineer, C. B. Mitchella. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: To as¬ 
sistant foreman Group IV, B. R. Miller. 
To departmental assistant, A. A. 
Gwynne. 

Dept. 26, Subcontracts: To buyer A, 
G. E. King. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: To 
engineering illustrator, C. L. Green. 

Dept. 28, Process Controls: To admin¬ 
istrative assistant, P. H. King. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: To assistant 
foreman Group V, L. H. Noble, Jr. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: To 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 
W. H. Martin. 

Dept. 93, Modernization: To foreman 
Group IV, L. L. Deaton. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Ride wanted from 2800 NW 22nd 
Street, Rosen Heights on first shift. Pre¬ 
fer parking lot 7 or 9. Call NO-3044. 


Farmer Appointed 
Controller at FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 
position as assistant to the divi¬ 
sion controller with an assign¬ 
ment to institute a new system 
of cost controls for the division. 



FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$202.56 for the period ending July 20, 
1953: 

Dept. 5, Engineering: G. N. Wilks. 
Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: G. 

E. Fluke. 

Dept. 76, Armament: J. W. Burge. 
Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: E. L. 
Thompkins. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

McQUEARY — Daughter, Paula Ruth, 
6 lbs. 8 oz., born July 6 to Mr. and 
Mrs. John McQueary, Dept. 48. 

DANGERFIELD 

BRANDENBURGH — Son, David An. 
drew, 6 lbs., 14 % oz., born July 3, 
to Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Brandenburgh, 
Jr., Dept. 1. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

The family of R. L. Ward wishes to 
thank Con-Trib-Club and fellow workers 
for the help they gave during Mr. 
Ward’s recent illness. 


E. G. Hill 


Hill came to Convair in 1951 from 
Piper Aircraft Corp., Lock Haven, 
Pa., where he was controller. 

Watters, new budget manager, 
had been budget supervisor since 
his transfer from SD to FW two 
years ago. 

Cooper, new estimating admin¬ 
istrator, came to Convair’s FW 
Division in 1943 from Houston, 
where he was district sales rep¬ 
resentative for General Motors 
Corp. 

Resignation of Felix brings to 
a close a long association with 
Convair. Felix originally went to 
work at SD Division as an ac¬ 
countant. He then served succes¬ 
sively as chief accountant, assist¬ 
ant treasurer and assistant con¬ 
troller for the corporation, and 
as division controller at both San 
Diego and FW, as well as at 
Convair’s wartime operation at 
Nashville. 

Felix first came to Fort Worth 
as assistant treasurer when the 
plant opened in 1942. He returned 
to the general offices in San 
Diego as assistant controller in 
1946, and returned to FW in 1949 
as division controller. 


SD Chess Club Ties 
With La Mesa Team 

Members of the CRA Chess 
Club at Convair SD broke into 
the limelight July 15 when they 
deadlocked with the powerful La 
Mesa club in a match tournament 
by a score of five and one-half 
points each. 

The La Mesa club has bettered 
CRA chessmen on two previous 
occasions. 

The two clubs played 11 boards 
with each winning four games and 
losing four and breaking even on 
three games. 


★ CcnVairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial 1 Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 
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the editor are solicited but no advertising can be accepted. 
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Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



WATER SAVING—Typical of determined efforts being made at Convair Fort Worth to conserve 
water is this scene, showing rinse tanks where water is now re-routed for longer use, rather than going 
down drain. 


Bright Future Ahead of Convair, 
Chairman of Board Predicts 


Water Saving 
Plans Studied 

(Continued from Page 1) 

proves the best. 

“This generous response to ap¬ 
peals for water conservation sug¬ 
gestions typifies the willingness 
of Convair employees to cooper¬ 
ate on all types of conservation 
problems,” said C. F. McClure, 
conservation section supervisor. 

Employees who have submitted 
suggestions to date are: 

Dept. 4: W. W. Sambel, E. E. John¬ 
son, D. Ledford, R. W. Porter, R. H. 
Dunaway, R. G. Malone, A. Meadows II. 

Dept. 6: H. W. Lester, W. K. Bailey, 
T. T. Calinson, C. B. Falcone, W. E. 
Fouts. 

Dept. 7: L. B. Frost. 

Dept. 9: W. H. Sheppard. 

Dept. 14: J. T. Taylor, Jr., H. C. 
Jone9, J. F. Caldwell. 

Dept. 15: C. Cantwell. 

Dept. 20: E. G. Walker, G. L. Humph¬ 
ries. 

Dept. 22: J. R. Arrington, H. F. 
Williams, C. C. Whitlock, R. L. Bryan, 

C. R. Hardman, R. L. Miller, H. L. 
Nail, P. D. Gathings. 

Dept. 24: S. J. Bozanich, G. T. Col- 
grove, Jr., E. C. Walters, J. W. Travis, 
M. J. Butler, R. R. Brubaker. 

Dept. 25: S. G. Knight, Jr., E. D. 
Weimer, F. G. Wynne, Jr., E. J. Rob¬ 
erts, R. C. Stevenson. 

Dept. 27: T. H. Richards, V. H. Bar¬ 
ber, H. T. Hopkins, A. A. Malone, H. L. 
Lasseter, D. K. Fincher, V. J. Williams, 
J. T. Blankenship, H. A. Wilson, O. L. 
Townley, C. J. Warren, B. E. Sonner, 

A. A. Bellah, C. C. Havens. 

Dept. 28: S. N. Bishop, T. J. Foy, 
Jr., E. R. Weiher, J. A. Daugherty. 
Dept. 29: G. E. Fluke. 

Dept. 30: W. R. Carnes. 

Dept. 31: W. O. Johnson, W. F. 
Kelley, W. H. Foreman, J. R. Whittle¬ 
sey, J. C. Mann, M. A. Green. 

Dept. 43: J. M. Butts, L. E. Sattor- 
white, J. R. Wilkins, J. W. Walters, Jr. 
Dept. 44: F. Pheiffer, Z. R. Swann, 

B. W. Matthews, J. T. Reed, N. L. 
White, J. D. Lanier. 

Dept. 45: J. E. Belew, R. II. Hock. 
Dept. 47: B. E. Shoemaker, I). Bour- 
assa. 

Dept. 48: R. C. Altman, J. L. Rain¬ 
water, W. C. Haun, C. P. Moore. 

Dept. 50: M. R. Lopez, L. L. Laugh- 
lin, V. A. Baxter. 

Dept. 62: C. C. Morrison. 

Dept. 64: W. T. White. 

Dept. 65: W. Johnson, Jr., H. T. 
Griffin, C. M. Petty, A. R. Osborn, L. 

D. Hopkins, E. N. Williams, M. L. 
Farris. 

Dept. 73: B. G. Lanfear. 

Dept. 74: D. P. Traer, G. N. Prater, 
M. L. Johnson. 

Dept. 75: R. L. Allen, C. L. Sock- 
well. 

Dept. 76: L. D. Griswell, F. Clark. 
Dept. 81: E. Turner, V. N. Perry, 
D. R. Irving, R. C. Jeter. 

Dept. 82: A. O. Butler, A. H. James. 
Dept. 92: J* T. Allen, W. McKinney. 
Dept. 94: B j A. Stephens. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
mona. There are hundreds of 
them and I mention only a few 
... I could put every one of your 
names on this same roster.” 

Hopkins graphically sketched 
the history of Convair’s sister 
concerns: 

Electric Boat at Groton, Conn., 
now a division of General Dynam¬ 
ics Corp., pioneer submarine 
builders who launched the first 
successful undersea craft, the 


Balboa Club was packed to 
hear John Jay Hopkins speak at 
San Diego and the board chair¬ 
man guessed that they “came to 
see what the old man looks 
like!” 


Holland, in 1898 and continued to 
lead all others in the submarine 
field, currently having contracts 
to build the first atomic-powered 
submarines, the Nautilus and Sea- 
wolf. 

Electro Dynamic Division at 
Bayonne, N.J., started in 1880 
and the oldest electrical manu¬ 
facturing unit still operating 
today, builders of motors and 
generators and controls for under¬ 
water craft. 

Canadair Ltd. of Montreal, Can¬ 
ada’s largest builder of aircraft, 
currently manufacturing Sabre 
jets and Shooting Stars, with a 
relationship to Convair that dates 
back to the time they built 450 
PBYs and later delivered parts to 
Convair’s New Orleans division. 

“This program of General Dy¬ 
namics should supplement and 
compliment the work that Con¬ 
vair is doing. . . . Here we have 
a truly formidable foursome for 
peace. . . .” 

Out of the defense business will 
come many other developments, 
he said, pointing to the future of 
atomic power and to electronics, 
an almost unscratched field for 


commercial development. 

“This management does not in¬ 
tend to be left behind. . . . 

“You and I are entering one of 
the most exciting eras of man¬ 
kind. What will come of it de¬ 
pends upon the degree to which 
we express our vision and integ¬ 
rity. . . . (If we use them) the 
future is boundless. . . .” 

Pomona Winner 
In Bond Race 

(Continued from Page 1) 
congratulated. All made good 
records considering the circum¬ 
stances which prevailed. Many 
were outstanding and deserve 
special mention.” 

He cited these: 

In Group One (departments 
with one through 430 employees): 
these departments made 90 per 
cent or better; industrial engi¬ 
neering (with 100 per cent), bud¬ 
gets, subcontracts, inspection- 
modernization, machine shop, 
final acceptance (another 100 
percenter), field operations mod¬ 
ernization and electrical bench. 

In Group Two (departments 
with 431 through 899 employees): 
these were 80 per cent and over; 
material, inspection-production, 
finishing, tool room and fixtures 
and pattern shop. 

In Group Three (departments 
with 900 employees and up): 
these departments were 70 per 
cent and better; manufacturing 



control, plant engineering, metal 
forming and outer wing and en¬ 
gines. 

Daingerfield held a contest of 
its own between departments 
judged on the same basis as in 
the contest between San Diego, 
Pomona and Fort Worth. De¬ 
partmental winner was Facility 
and Design, with a total score of 
90. Two departments with scores 
of 80 each came in second. 

Winners of bonds in drawings 
were: $50 bonds, P. V. Clark, 
photographic and reproduction; 
Jack Brummel, industrial rela¬ 
tions; and E. Kennedy, mainte¬ 
nance; $25 bonds, T. W. Connor 
Jr., accounting; Carl Williams, 
maintenance; and Bonnie Taylor, 
accounting. 

Winners of the two $25 “bonus” 
bonds awarded to Facility and 
Design for placing first were 
Jack Southard and Roger Henry. 

Said Division Manager J. E. 
Arnold: “This generous response 
by Daingerfield employees is 
typical of teamwork and co-opera¬ 
tion at this division,” 



LEADER—Though ineligible for contest among divisions, because 
of its relatively small size, Daingerfield Division nevertheless led all 
others in percentage of participation in U.S. Savings Bond buying. 
N. H. Moore, right, is shown presenting bonds to winners at Dainger¬ 
field. Back row: T. W. Connor Jr., Jack Brummell, Early Kennedy. 
Front: Carl Williams, Bonnie Taylor, P. V. Clark. 
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NEW TOOL SYSTEM—At top, Trinity Ratliff of Dept. 102 at 
SD demonstrates delivering one of new plastic tool checks at crib 
in return for special tool. Photo below shows a typical "kit" recently 
adopted for A or B assemblers. Other classifications have similar 
kits, tailored to their needs. 


New Weapons Concept 
Attracts National Eye 


Convair’s pioneering of weapons 
system management and military 
aircraft service and maintenance 
concepts this week had won na¬ 
tionwide attention and recogni¬ 
tion. 



“Now don’t go rushing off to 
your dentist and everything. It’s 
just that I don’t love you!” 


Cost Accountants 
Elect W. E. Guinn 

W. E. Guinn, head of internal 
audit at Convair FW, was elected 
vice-president of the Fort Worth 
chapter of the Association of Cost 
Accountants at a recent meeting. 
He succeeds J. C. Felix, FW Di¬ 
vision controller, who recently re¬ 
signed his post. 


In preparation for a presenta¬ 
tion to be made in one of the 
aircraft industry’s top journals, 
American Aviation, William D. 
Perreault, managing editor, at¬ 
tended . a lengthy conference at 
FW Division last week with Di¬ 
vision Manager August C. Esen- 
wein. 

Said Perreault: 

“For several months I had plan¬ 
ned to visit the Fort Worth area 
for a first-hand look at the area’s 
greatly expanding aviation activi¬ 
ties. . 

“My 'plans were brought to a 
head by aircraft industry - wide 
interest in two far-reaching pro¬ 
grams now under way at FW 
Division: 

“The weapons system' manage¬ 
ment concept (developed by Con¬ 
vair and the Air Force to speed 
the supersonic bomber for which 
Convair is making a design 
study), and the SAM-SAC pro¬ 
gram (in which FW Division is 
inspecting, servicing and main¬ 
taining AF B-36s on a periodic 
basis). 

“After conferring with Mr. Es- 
enwein on these new develop¬ 
ments, I’m convinced that they 
are trends which will find indus¬ 
try-wide acceptance and help sta¬ 
bilize the entire industry.” 

Another top industry publica¬ 
tion, Western Aviation, printed 
the entire text of Esenwein’s talk 
on “Weapons System Manage¬ 
ment” before the recent Aviation 
Writers’ Association convention. 


V ft \ 

f 


New System For Perishable Tools 
Improves Efficiency at San Diego 

A new system of checking out perishable tools was put into effect during May and 
June at Convair San Diego that is expected to effect a substantial annual saving for 
the company, as well as an improvement in efficiency. 

Devised by Marshall Aker, tool service general foreman, the system involves the use 
of standard tool kits for various job classifications plus issuance of five plastic checks 
to be used to obtain special tools. 

“Adequate control over the is¬ 
suance of perishable tools has 
always been a headache for man¬ 
ufacturers,” Aker says. “Some 
firms have adopted systems of 
tool checks of one form or an¬ 
other, but the combination of 
standard tool kits and checks is 
a first for Convair.” 

Previously, employees drew 
tools from cribs as they needed 
them. It wasn’t unusual to en¬ 
counter tool boxes filled with 
elaborate assortments, far more 
elaborate than was necessary for 
a particular job at hand. 

Tool cribs found a steadily fall¬ 
ing stock of tools on hand and no 
means of maintaining an adequate 
check. Tabulation runs and paper 
work bogged down efforts to de¬ 
termine the exact status of per¬ 
ishable tools on hand at any one 
time. 

However, under the new system 
an employee has a basic set of 
tools deemed necessary to per¬ 
form any task under his job clas¬ 
sification. In addition, he has five 
special discs identified with his 
clock number, to be used when 
special tools are necessary. 

The employee simply goes to a 
tool crib and “trades” one of his 
discs for whatever tool he needs. 

Upon completion of the assigned 
task calling for the tool, he re¬ 
turns the tool and gets back his 
disc. 

Many have commented favor¬ 
ably on the new system, since it 
enables them to perform assigned 
jobs without the necessity of 
maintaining a bulky assortment 
of tools. If a special tool is need¬ 
ed, they can obtain it quickly and 
return it without delay to the 
cribs when finished. 

Tool crib stock clerks find the 
system an improvement, for they 
can accurately inventory stocks of 
tools with a minimum of work by 
counting the tools on hand and 
adding tools for each disc they 
have received. 

The new system also serves as 
a balance for perishable tools, 
since any item checked out for a 
disc will be returned to that par¬ 
ticular crib, thus preventing tools 
from being returned to other 
cribs. 

Employees terminating will find 
the new system a faster means of 
checking out, as they will be 
asked to account for their stand¬ 
ard kit plus five checks only, 

Aker said. 





“Yes, I know what time it is. 
Why? Has your clock stopped?” 



ELABORATE—This vast assortment of tools was turned in by a 
terminating employee at San Diego, illustrating how tools can 
accumulate far beyond number needed. 


Prompt Aid From Convair Firemen 
Helps Prevent Spread of Blaze 


A helping hand from two Con¬ 
vair Pomona firemen late last 
month helped prevent widespread 
damage when fire broke out in 
the American Brake Shoe Com¬ 
pany’s plant west of Convair. 

Their prompt action brought a 
letter of appreciation from Ameri¬ 
can Brake Shoe officials, and a 
“well done” from R. S. Benton, 
Convair Pomona chief of indus¬ 
trial security. 

Noticing d&iie black smoke ris¬ 
ing from the ABS plant late in 
the afternoon of June 29, and 
two rigs from the Pomona City 
fire department passing on Sec¬ 
ond Street, Lt. C. M. Day and 
Fireman Robert Kottkamp of the 
Convair department rushed to in¬ 
vestigate in Convair’s pumper 
truck. When they arrived the Po¬ 
mona City firemen asked them 


to assist, and the Convair fire¬ 
men helped control the fire with 
water from their truck’s 500-gal¬ 
lon tank until Pomona firemen 
could lay adequate lines from a 
hydrant some distance away. 

“Due to the promptness and 
ability (of the Convair firemen), 
damages were held to a mini¬ 
mum,” S. E. Lafler, district works 
manager for ABS, said in the 
letter. 

“We would like to . . . thank 
you and your very efficient fire 
department who so willingly gave 
their time and equipment. ...” 

The Convair fire department 
has a mutual aid agreement with 
ABS and other nearby industrial 
firms, as well as with the Po¬ 
mona, Los Angeles County, San 
Bernardino County and other 
local fire departments. 


Blood For Armed Forces Donated 
At Convair FW in Shadow of B-36 


Assembly line blood letting on 
the Convair FW B-36 assembly 
line last week set a near record. 

Operating in the shadow of a 
B-36, nurses and doctors of the 
North Texas National Defense 
Blood Center took a total of 305 
pints of blood for the armed 
forces in only six hours on the 
second shift. 

That is barely short of the all- 
time record of 310 pints (also set 
by the second shift) several 
months ago, according to L. L. 
Turner, special assistant to the 
division manager. That record 
still stands as the record for the 
17-state area in which Texas is 
located. 


First shift employees a day 
earlier gave a total of 250 pints. 

Turner pointed out that the sec¬ 
ond shift over the long pull is far 
and away ahead of the first shift 
in blood giving. In a total of 29 
visits of ’the bloodmobile to FW 
Division, second shift has sur¬ 
passed first shift on all but three 
occasions. 

Total donations by Convair em¬ 
ployees to the armed forces thus 
far are 6,658 pints. If that 
amount of blood were obtained 
commercially, it would have cost 
the armed forces approximately 
$ 200 , 000 . 

The bloodmobile is scheduled 
to return again for two visits each 
during September and November. 



IN 50-FOOT AISLE—These were scenes at Fort Worth when bloodmobile set up for first time in 50-foot aisle, with B-36s towering, overhead. 
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THE "OLD DAyS"—When Maj. A. D. Byrne of Air Force visited 
Convair FW recently there was plenty of "chin music" as he encoun¬ 
tered J. D. Stepp of Dept. 43. They hadn't seen each other since 
they were prisoners of Nazis. 


Funeral services were conduct¬ 
ed July 7 for Mrs. Elizabeth J. 
Rae, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert (Scotty) Johnston, Dept. 
102 SD, who died July 4 after a 
long illness. 

Mrs. Rae worked at Convair 
during World War II in electrical 
bench. Plant 2, and later at 
Plant 1. 

John Doig, Plant 2 factory 
manager played the Scotch lament 
on the bagpipes at graveside. 


"If you happen to be on th' other side of town in th* department 
store, on th' fourth floor, in th' pattern section . . . will ya pick up 
a spool of black thread, number 40?" 


Glider Ace at Pomona 
Chosen For U.S. Team 

Convair Pomona's Dick Everett, who has won so many 
model airplane contests he no longer accepts trophies, next 
month will go abroad—eithe r in person or by proxy—in 
search of new laurels. 

Everett, who is CRA Model 
Club Commissioner, has been se¬ 


lected by the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics as the West Coast 
member of a four-man U. S. team 
to compete in the International 


FW Bride & SD Groom 
Meet Midway to Wed 

Love laughed at the distance 
between Fort Worth and San 
Diego Divisions not long ago, 
and a romance which began at 
FW led to an altar at Yuma, 
Ariz. 

W. B. Weickersheimmer, re¬ 
cently transferred from the 
Convairiety staff at FW to the 
staff at SD, found he couldn’t 
face the coast alone. On the 
spur of the moment, he made a 
weekend rendezvous at El Paso 
with his fiance, Pearl Bigham 
(Dept. 3, FW), drove her on to 
Yuma for a wedding ceremony 
and thence to San Diego. This 
week the newlyweds are back 
in Fort Worth on a week’s de¬ 
layed honeymoon before return¬ 
ing to the coast. 


CATAPULT—Above, Dick Everett of Pomona launches one of 
his "El Lobo" gliders. He set national record of I I minutes, 24 
seconds in air recently with this model. Below he holds several 
of novel planes included in his "stable," two delta wings and one 
twin-boomed, twin-engined "pusher-puller." 


Reunion at Convair FW Recalls 
500-Mile March as Prisoners 


“—and all the time, I thought 
there wasn’t such a thing.” 


Alaska Vacations 

Two Convair FW employees 
beat the Texas heat this month 
by taking their vacations amidst 
glaciers, icy streams and the mid¬ 
night sun in Alaska. 

For Louise Gill, it was a cruise 
from Vancouver, B.C., to Prince 
Rupert, Ketchekan, Juneau, Skag- 
way, West Taku Arm and Wran¬ 
gell. 

For Melvin Smith, Dept. 24, and 
his wife, it was an airplane trip 
to Elmendorf AF Base, where 
they visited relatives. 


A trip to Fort Worth on Con- 
vair’s SAM-SAC program proved 
also to be a reunion for an Air 
Force major and a Convair air¬ 
craft assembler. 

Reunited were Maj. A. D. 
Byrne, of the 15th AF at March 
Field, Calif., and J. D. Stepp, of 
Dept. 43, who were on the same 
B-17 when it was shot down over 
Austria in February of 1944. 

When Major Byrne came to 
Fort Worth on business with Con¬ 
vair, he drove to Cleburne in his 
spare time to visit Stepp at his 
home. Only then did he learn that 
Stepp was working at Convair. 

“We played a lot of chin music 
about the 'good old days,’ ” said 
Stepp, “and brought ourselves up 
to date on each other.” 

Stepp explained that since 
World War II, Byrne had con¬ 
tinued in the Air Force. 

“He’s had one tour of duty as 
a bomber pilot in Korea,” Stepp 
said, “and it appears that he may 
soon get another. 

“In the meantime, he’s had 
some time in B-36’s.” 

Byrne, Stepp and the eight 
other crew members aboard the 
ill-fated B-17 bailed out after the 
plane had been seriously damaged 
and was limping along on one 


engine. 

All were captured by the Nazis 
and imprisoned in concentration 
camps. (“Except for the time that 
we were walking,” remembers 
Stepp, “and that was plenty.”) 

He was on an 80-day march 
from Feb. 6 to April 26 in 1945. 
The prisoners—numbering about 
2,500—walked more than 500 
miles before they were liberated 
about 10 days before the Nazis 
capitulated. 

Stepp, who has been at Convair 
since 1946, also has three uncles 
at the plant: O. J. Stepp, a fore¬ 
man in 47; Vernon Stepp, in 73; 
and Wade Stepp, in 25. Stepp’s 
family includes his wife and two 
daughters, Judy, nine, and Jean- 
nie, four. 


_ 


Hostess Club Seeks 
Convair SD Members 

Convair SD girls who are single 
and between the ages of 18 and 30 
were invited this week to join the 
U.S.O.-Y.W.C.A. junior hostess 
club. 

The club has a full schedule of 
social events planned for the 
summer months. All events are 
jointly sponsored by the Y.W.C.A. 
and the 11th Naval District. Ap¬ 
plication may be made at 214 
Spreckels Bldg., M-8-1893. 


Convair Couple Plan 
Honeymoon Abroad 

Ray S. Stewart, Dept. 6 SD, and 
Jean C. Anderson, formerly Dept. 
1-25, were married July 25 in the 
First Presbyterian Church at San 
Diego. A reception followed at 
the La Jolla Beach and Tennis 
Club. 

Their wedding trip will take 
them to Europe. While there they 
will visit Stewart’s brother in 
Holland. The couple will sail 
from New York August 4. 


Glider Championships for the 
Nordic A-2 class of model gliders. 
The event is planned for August 
21-23 in Lesce-Bled, Yugoslavia. 
Should Everett be unable to at¬ 
tend, contest officials will ap¬ 
point a proxy to fly his gliders. 

“I certainly would like to make 
the trip, and I had planned to 
take my vacation about that 
time,” Everett said. “However, if 
I go I will have to travel by air 
both coming and going, and that 
may prove too expensive.” 

Nationally famous as a model 
builder and flyer, Everett was 
selected for the team because of 
his outstanding record. Last year 
he was a contest director for the 
National Model Meet at Los Ala- 
mitos and couldn’t, compete, but 
the year before he won two first 
places, two seconds and four 
fourth and fifth places in the 
National, and lost out in the na 
tional championship sweepstakes 
by only two points. He won two 
first places the previous year. He 
has also won so many local, state 
and regional contests that he has 
lost count. 

Although he builds and flies all 
types of model airplanes, Everett 
now specializes in gliders. Only 
last month he set a new na 
tional record of 11 minutes and 
24 seconds aloft for hand-launched 
gliders with his original design 
“El Lobo.” 

“Gliders appear to be less com¬ 
plex than powered models, but 
actually they require better engi¬ 
neering and they are far more 
difficult to fly,” Everett explain¬ 
ed. “The only secret of the 'El 
Lobo’ is its near-perfect aero¬ 
dynamic force arrangement. Its 
directional and lateral stability is 
such that when the model is 
forced into a spin by gusts or 
strong thermal action it will re¬ 
cover by itself—and that’s a rare 
characteristic in hand-launched 
gliders.” 

Another of Everett’s original 
designs, the “El Nordo,” will be 
used in the International meet in 
Yugoslavia. Much larger than 
the “El Lobo,” this glider is 
launched with a 100-meter tow 
cable and is equipped with a “de- 
thermalizer,” which goes into ac¬ 
tion after the glider has been 
aloft for five minutes. It causes 
the tail to pop up to a 45-degree 
angle, placing the glider in a stall 
and causing it to fall gently to 
the ground. 

“So far I’ve had bad luck with 
the ‘El Nordo,’ mostly on the 
ground. But I’ve seen enough of 
it in the air to know that it’s a 
good, sound glider,” Everett said. 
“Although I’ve never won a con 
test with it, one built from my 
plans and flown by Jerry Robert 
son of Phoenix set—and still 
holds—the junior national rec¬ 
ord.” 

Everett has been building and 
flying models for about 20 years, 
and at present is columnist for 
“Air Trails,” a model airplane 
magazine. 


QUICK LESSON—Charles L. 
Page of Dept. 30 at FW had 
been a Convair man less than a 
week when he learned value of 
safety glasses. Cutter broke off 
and fragment smashed lens but 
failed to injure him. 


Brown 


H. M. Bruce 


Two Naval Officers 
On Convair Pomona 
Duty Raised in Rank 

Two promotions were an¬ 
nounced recently for Navy per¬ 
sonnel stationed at Convair Po¬ 
mona. 

Wearing a new half stripe is 
Lcdr. C. R. Brown, Sr., USN Ad¬ 
ministrative Officer in the Naval 
Inspector of Ordnance’s office. He . 
was promoted from lieutenant to 
lieutenant commander early this 
month. A veteran of 18 years’ 
service with the Navy, Lcdr. 
Brown became a warrant officer 
in 1942 and was commissioned an 
ensign in 1943. Before joining the 
NIO staff at Convair in April, 
1952, he was with the staff of the 
Commander Naval Forces, Far 
East, for two years. 

Promoted from radio electrician 
(warrant officer) to chief radio 
electrician (chief warrant officer) 
this month was Harold M. Bruce, 
electronics officer for the Navy 
Guided Missile School. Mr. Bruce, 
who joined the Navy in 1937 and 
was at Pearl Harbor aboard the 
USS Wasmath on Dec. 7, 1941, 
accepted his recent appointment 
at a ceremony July 6. 

Lcdr. William Dubyk, USN, 
this month joined the staff of the 
Naval Inspector of Ordnance at 
Convair Pomona as Inspection Of¬ 
ficer. Lcdr. Dubyk reported July 
15 after a tour of duty at the 
Naval Gun Factory in Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 


Mrs. E. J. Rae Dies 


Medal Presented 

Robert B. Faulkner, electronics 
technician first class, USN, staff 
instructor for the Navy Guided 
Missile School at Convair Po¬ 
mona, was awarded the Navy 
Good Conduct medal at a July 6 
ceremony. 
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'Aging Secrets' Perish Unrevealed 


At a Rate of Ton a Week at SD 


Convair San Diego last week 
destroyed a ton of secrets, as it 
has been doing every week for 
a long time. 

Though somewhat moth-eaten 
and beat-up, the two thousand 
pounds of paper and ink never¬ 
theless warranted a full dress 
funeral complete with a guard of 
honor. 

The “funeral” is the cremation 
of classified (that is, restricted, 
confidential, secret) material 
which has served its purpose in 
assisting Convair with military 
projects of importance. 

“The fact that the SD Division 
alone produces a ton of outdated 
documents every week gives some 
idea of the amount of classified 
work in which the company is 
involved,” Frank Merritt, chief of 
industrial security at SD, pointed 
out. “It also is a reminder of the 
ever present responsibility of 
those who deal with confidential 
and secret work.” 

As regular as clockwork, the 
“burn detail” makes its rounds at 
San Diego every Thursday. The 
team is composed of members of 
material salvage and industrial 
security, involving two vehicles 
and six men. One group picks up 
the bulk of the material, the con¬ 
fidential and restricted matter, 
while the other gathers the secret 
documents. 


“Most of the material comes 
from the more than 100 locked 
containers that are conveniently 
located about the plants,” S. J. 
Freeman of material salvage 
(Dept. 4-9) explained. “These 
have slots for inserting the mate¬ 
rial. They are opened once a 
week. Only the members of the 
burn detail know the combination 
to their locks.” 

The secret documents destined 
for destruction must be passed 
by hand and a member of the 
burn detail signs a receipt. 

“It is probably the most im¬ 
portant ‘collection’ job there is 
at Convair,” Freeman commented. 
“Members of the detail all have 
been cleared for secret, which 
means extensive investigation of 
their backgrounds, and they take 
their duties with all the serious¬ 
ness due them.” 

From Convair SD the material 
collected is transported to Ryan 
Aeronautical Co. which has the 
facilities for burning. The mate¬ 
rial is fed into a monster incinera¬ 
tor by conveyor belt where flames 
reduce it to ashes. 

“The job doesn’t end there, 
however,” W. E. Bowman, super¬ 
visor of security and investiga¬ 
tion, said. “They even scatter the 
ashes to be certain. The accom¬ 
panying guard must testify that 
he has witnessed the destruction.” 



SLOW BURN—Gathering tons of classified material at San 
Diego are these members of regular "burn detail." At top are Vic 
Barreras and Nick Polvere of Dept. 4-9 while below Mike Musta, 
also Dept. 4-9, and Guard M. J. Chilcote feed secret material to 
flames, by hand. 

Almost Half of FW Division Departments Win 
Awards For Participation in Con-Trib-Club 


More than 40 per cent of Con¬ 
vair FW Division departments 
won awards last week for scoring 
80 per cent participation or better 
in Convair Employees Con-Trib- 
Club, Inc. 

These posters bear a third quar¬ 
ter award seal for departmental 
participation. Plant-wide average 
for the period ending June 30, 
1953, was 77 per cent participa¬ 
tion. 

Those departments receiving 
posters were: division manager, 2, 
84 per cent; personnel, 3, 87 per 
cent; engineering, 6, 80 per cent; 


manufacturing and tooling man¬ 
agement, 7, 93 per cent; budget, 
10, 92 per cent; industrial engi¬ 
neering, 8, 95 per cent. 

Contracts, 11, 81 per cent; 
flight, 12, 94 per cent; tool serv¬ 
ice, 14, 81 per cent; industrial se¬ 
curity, 15, 91 per cent; estimat¬ 
ing, 18, 97 per cent; tooling, 24, 
80 per cent; plant engineering, 
25, 81 per cent. 

Sub-contracts, 26, 92 per cent; 
inspection, 27, 81 per cent; proc¬ 
ess control, 28, 91 per cent; 
modernization-inspection, 29, 80 
per cent; and bomb bay and nose 
and tail, 43, 44, 81 per cent. 



JALOPY FRATERNITY—Convair SD's jalopy fans gather around car of Harold Dugan (Dept. 57). 
All are drivers or owners. Left to right: Jack Yetton (Dept. 401), Robert Bunch (Dept. 101), Jim Ross 
(Dept. 340), R. E. Owen (Dept. 403), Lauson Spurgeon (Dept. 250), Dugan, George Austenborg 
(Dept. 28), Harry Ross (Dept. 22), Jim Guess (Dept. 300), John McKlay (Dept. 22). 


Though They Tumble End Over End, 
Racers Still Maintain Jalopies 'Safest' 


Racing jalopies are safer to 
operate than most private auto¬ 
mobiles! 

At any rate, that’s what Con¬ 
vair SD jalopy racers claim, and 
it’s probably a good thing for 
their peace of mind, since they 
are as likely to climb out of a 
crack-up as to finish a race with 
a whole car. 

And try as you may, you still 
can’t get one of the dozen or more 
Convair SD employees who own 
or drive a racing jalopy to admit 
they are sticking their necks out 
unduly in the matter of risks. 

“Certainly there are risks. And 
wrecks, too. But they are what 
makes jalopy racing the spectator 
sport it is,” says Harry Ross 
(Dept. 22), a veteran of four 
years of race driving. 

“But look at it this way. The 
San Diego Racing Association (lo- 
*cal racing group to which all 
Convair SD drivers belong) has 
had a single racing fatality in 
four years of operation. Compare 
that with your local or national 
traffic death toll any way you 
like. I’ll take the jalopies!” 

Considered a prime factor in 
the jalopy safety record is the 
almost military-like pre-race safe¬ 
ty inspection each car undergoes. 
Safety examiners are exacting in 
their demands, and no minor devi¬ 
ations from the rules are allowed. 
Crash irons around the cab of 
each racer must be rigid and in 
place, batteries covered with rub¬ 
ber shields, gas tanks firmly se¬ 
cured and as far from the driver 
as possible, shock absorbers in 
good working order, and each 
driver safety belted to his car 
and wearing a crash helmet. 

“On the other hand, what mo¬ 
torist gives more than a passing 
thought to the safety features in 
his car?” asks R. E. Owen (Dept. 
403), another veteran driver. 

Adding their vote of confidence 
to the safety of the jalopies are 
more than a score of SD em¬ 
ployees who never get into the 
limelight as often as the owner- 
drivers, but serve as pit men and 
mechanics in the background. 

The average Convair SD jalopy 
owner operates independently, do¬ 
ing his own car repairs, footing 

San Diego's Plant 2 
Fabrication Planning 
Flynn Springs Picnic 

• Fabrication employees from 
Plant 2 at Convair SD put out 
the welcome mat this week for 
any Convair family that might 
like to attend their August 16 
picnic at Flynn Springs. 

“We will be glad to have any 
Convair family attend,” said John 
Ruiz, general chairman for ar¬ 
rangements. 

Festivities get under way at 9 
a.m. and continue until 5 p.m. 
with volleyball, softball, dancing 
and a beauty contest on the sched¬ 
ule. 

Drinks and ice cream will be 
furnished free to all but each 
family should bring a “potluck” 
lunch. Tickets are $1. 


the bills himself and taking his 
chances on the track for financial 
reimbursement. There is no guar¬ 
antee that a car owner will place 
in the money at any race session, 
since prize money is paid to top 
drivers and cars. Sometimes it 
is a long time between wins. 

But still they keep trying, 
working often at night to get 
their charges in shape for the 
Wednesday night races at Balboa 
Stadium. 

Most of the drivers have their 
sights set on garnering enough 
points during the weekly events 


to place among the top drivers 
for the season. Points are com¬ 
piled and high point winners 
awarded. 

Convair SD employees who 
qualify as owners or drivers in 
addition to Ross and Owen are 
Van Van Derwyst, Dept. 52; Jim 
Guess, Dept. 300; Lauson Spur¬ 
geon, Dept. 250; Jim Ross, Dept. 
340; Kenny Fountain, Dept. 31; 
Jack Yetton, Dept. 401; Robert 
Bunch, Dept. 101; George Austen¬ 
borg, Dept. 22; Harold Dugan, 
Dept. 57, and John McKlay, Dept. 
22 . 



OOPSIE DAISY—SD's R. E. Owen (that's he making a quick 
departure from upending jalopy) demonstrates how to flip-flop and 
live. Steam is from punctured radiator. 


Knowledge of Plywood Industry 
Leads to Highest Award at FW 


N. R. Behnke’s assets were $866 
larger this week by reason of his 
winning the largest individual 
award ever made at FW Division 
in the Employee Suggestion pro¬ 
gram. 

And the whopping $866 award 
made a total of $1,341 that the 
material department employee 
has earned in the 28 months he 
has been at Convair. 

Long association with the ply¬ 
wood industry in Wisconsin en¬ 
abled Behnke to discover ways 
and means of using a cheaper 
grade of material that would still 
meet military requirements for 


crating and other uses at Convair. 

Behnke has turned in a total of 
31 ESP’s, four of which have 
been accepted. 

These suggestions have saved 
Convair over $63,000 and have 
netted Behnke about $475, in ad¬ 
dition to his latest award. 

“Behnke is only one of the 
many employees who are alert to 
ways of effecting savings at Con¬ 
vair,” said W. L. Bradley, of cost 
reduction. “We hope his example 
will encourage other employees to 
submit suggestions that will pay 
off in savings for Convair and 
awards for themselves.” 



TOP AWARD—N. R. Behnke checks over plywood that was 
source of idea which brought him top Employee Suggestion Award 
at Convair FW. He recommended different grade that met all 
specifications but was less expensive than that in use before. 
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Archery Tournament Planned Next Month 

Lucas Announces 


Two-Day Event 


Teenagers Get Bid to Bone Up 
On Dramatics at University 


Budding teenage thespians with 
a hankering to make like stage 
and movie stars will have their 
chance when school starts this 
fall, according to E. Stan Brown, 
CRA commissioner of dramatics. 

Brown announced that through 
special arrangements made by 
CRA, Convair youngsters of 13 
through 17 years will be able to 
take part in Texas Christian Uni¬ 
versity’s dramatic workshop at a 
cost of only $32 per semester. 

And the $32 may be paid one- 
half at time of registration, the 
other half in November. 

Instructors will be regular TCU 


NEW COMMISSIONER — G. 
W. Hills, Jr., Dept. 6, was named 
CRA band commissioner recent¬ 
ly. Hills has changed the band 
from a military to a dance band. 


staff members of the dramatic 
school. Classes will be held one 
hour after regular public school 
hours on two days each week. 
Classes will be limited in order 
that a maximum of individual at¬ 
tention may be given by instruc¬ 
tors to each student. 

“We’re not trying to make 
movie stars out of anyone,” Brown 
said, “but we are trying to pro¬ 
vide training which will improve 
speech habits, and which will help 
the teeners -develop poise and as¬ 
surance in appearing before 
groups of people.” 

Included in the workshop’s pro¬ 
gram will be skits, plays, panto¬ 
mime, extemporaneous speaking 
and other related activities. 

Registrations, which must be 
made before Aug. 31, will be ac¬ 
cepted only in the Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association office, where 
further details are available. 


CRA Considering Its 
Weightiest Effort 

Approximately 40 enthusiastic 
prospects have signed up in the 
CRA office in hopes of starting a 
weight lifting group, according to 
Fred Carlile, CRA chairman of 
the new activities committee. 

“The council will discuss organi¬ 
zation of the group at the next 
meeting,” Carlile said. “And I. B. 
Hale, manager of Industrial Se¬ 
curity, probably will be asked to 
serve as commissioner.” 

Arrangements are now being 
made at the YMCA for use of 
their handball court. Ten signed 
up for that activity. 

Carlile said bulletins will be dis¬ 
tributed in the near future on 
gardening and painting activities. 


The twang of the bow and the 
soft whisper of speeding arrows 
will be music to the ears of CRA 
archers in September during the 
first CRA statewide invitational 
target tournament. 

H. L. Lucas, CRA archery com¬ 
missioner, announced that the 
tourney will be held at the CRA 
Ranch on Sept. 19 and 20. 

Competition will be free to all 
CRA members (Convair FW em¬ 
ployees and members of their im¬ 
mediate families; Air Force per¬ 
sonnel stationed at Convair FW 
and members of their families; 
and employees of other firms who 
are stationed at Convair FW, and 
members of their families.) 

Other contestants may compete 
upon payment of $2.50 registra¬ 
tion fee. 

Registration of CRA members 
and others is required on or before 
Sept. 18. Entrants may register 
at the CRA office, or may mail 
registrations to: Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association, in care of Con¬ 
vair, Fort Worth, Texas. 

Prizes will be announced prior 
to the tournament. 

Scheduled events include these: 

York Round: 144 arrows shot 
from distances of 100, 80 and 60 
yards. 

Double American: 30 arrows 
from each of 60, 50 and 40 yards. 

Clout: Arrows shot from 180 


SHARPSHOOTER—John B. Nowell, Dept. 65, adjusts a telescopic 
sight on his bow to insure bullseye accuracy. Nowell is a member 
of the CRA archery group and will compete in the tourney. 


BESPECTACLED—Members of the CRA camera activity donned special glasses to view stereo dem¬ 
onstration at a recent meeting. The session was held at the CRA center, 3354 Lackland Rd. 


yards at a prone target. 

Flight: For longest distance. 

Loock Wins City Title 
For Seventh Time 

Convair FW Division’s contri¬ 
bution to the diving World has 
been in competition longer than 
most of his diving opponents have 
been walking. 

Carl Loock, supervisor in indus¬ 
trial engineering, who only last 
week won the Fort Worth City 
Diving Championship for the 
seventh time in the past ten years, 
has been diving in top-flight com¬ 
petition for 24 years. 

During this time he has won 
such championships as South Da¬ 
kota state, North Central, Rocky 
Mountain AAU, Southwestern 
AAU and Texas Amateur Athletic 
Federation in 1951. Last week he 
placed third in he Texas state 
meet at Tyler. 

Concerning his continued suc¬ 
cess, Loock says: 

“It just takes a lot of practice.” 

Crane Takes Three 
Model Plane Races 

Francis H. Crane, Dept. 8, won 
the CRA’s monthly model airplane 
contest July 19 by winning three 
races including the main one. 

* Placing second in the main race 
was Dickie Heist, son of R. J. 
Heist, CRA model airplane com¬ 
missioner. Third place was won 
by Ronald Scott, son of E. E. 
Scott, director of the contest. 

Winner of the beauty prize was 
E. D. Weimer, Dept. 25. 


Camera Group Briefed on Home 
Movies in Stereoptican Style 


CRA camera bugs were seeing 
double last week—and it wasn’t 
that someone spiked the develop¬ 
er. 

It was their first look at new 
movie equipment which gives 
home movie fans the same three- 
dimensional sensation they get in 
the much - touted movie - house 
films. 

The demonstration was given by 
Russell A. Bird, field representa¬ 
tive of Bolex Movie Corp., before 
more than 80 members in attend¬ 
ance at the group’s regular bi¬ 
weekly meeting in CRA Center. 

Members of the Fort Worth 
Camera Club were special guests. 

Two committees were named. 
Members of the contest commit¬ 
tee are: C. I. Livingston, Harry 
Bauman and G. M. Kendrick. 
Members of the program com- 
mitte e are James House, Don 
Takes and Glen Snyder. 

Preliminary plans for the 
group’s next quarterly contest 
were discussed briefly. Any sub¬ 
ject matter will be eligible, and 
entries may be in either black 


From A to Z—archery to Z. 
Boaz for golf—Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association has something to 
interest every member of the 
family. 


Special tickets for swimming a.ti 
Burger’s Lake: CRA office in per¬ 
sonnel department. 


and white or color. Entries will be 
due in September on dates to be 
announced later. 

Meantime, in August the 
group’s “sharpshooter” members 
will compete in the making of 
photographs of Fort Worth 
churches at night. 

The “sharpshooters” are ama¬ 
teurs who are attempting to im¬ 
prove their abilities with a cam¬ 
era by fulfilling definite—and 
often difficult—assignments such 
as might confront a professional 
photographer on the job. 


STARTING YOUNG — Five 
months old Ellen Kraig, daughter 
of Ida and Howard Kraig, Dept. 
6-1, is getting that 3-D effect 
with stereo glasses. 


State-wide CRA Invitational 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting: from 2 to 5 
p. m. for everyone each Sunday at CRA ranch. Range is reserved from 6 to 10 
p. m. each Tuesday for advanced archers. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner. Dance orchestra rehearsals every Thurs¬ 
day at 7 :30 p. m. at CRA center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, phone SU-6921. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular sessions every 
Friday at 7:30 p. m. at CRA center. Master point night second Friday of every 
month. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 7168. Regular meeting at 7:30 
p. m., Aug. 3, CRA center. Second shift director, Aaron Murray. Regular meeting, 
10 a. m., Aug. 3. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120, Sing-song from 11:20 to 
11:45 a. m. each Wednesday in Dept 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50-foot 
aisle Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA —E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. Plant wide golf championship 
play begins August 10. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Singles tournament Aug. 3. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glenn Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity discontinued 
until September. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. Games are played 
at the Little League Park each Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday through 
July 31. If playoffs are necessary, they will be held Aug. 3, 4, 5. Practice for 
All-Star team will begin. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Practice flying at 
Aero-Mites flying field, CRA center, 5 :30 p. m. July 30, August 6, Aug. 13. Monthly 
meeting, 7 p. ip. Aug. 19 at CRA center. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Activity dis¬ 
continued during the summer. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p. m. 
Sundays and 9:30 a. m. Tuesdays and Thursday, 7:30 p. m. Wednesdays and 
Fridays at CRA ranch. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s classes contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Beginners class 
7 to 8 p. m. and advanced 8 to 10 p. m. Aug. 3 and 10, at Northside Recreation 
Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for 
both groups at 7:45 p. m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA center. 

SWIMMING—Swimming at Burger’s Lake. Tickets are available at CRA office. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Home phone WE-5246. 
Table tennis at 7:30 p. m. August 2, 11 at CRA center. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play night Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 9:30 p. m. in City Recreation Building, 215 West Vickery. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S, Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 
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Prizes, Competition Lure More than Hundred 
Convair Golfers into CRA Tournament 


Arlington Heights Is Leader in 
Little League Play With 6-2 


Convair Anglers Hook 
250 Pounds of Fish 

Nine Convair FW Division em¬ 
ployees did a whale of a lot of 
fishing and came up with 250 
pounds of king fish recently in 
Freeport. 

The largest was caught by D. 
C. Phillips, Dept. 22, who reeled 
in a 23-pounder. In true Texas 
style, the smallest weighed a mere 
6 V 2 pounds. 

The fishermen were Phillips, J. 
C. Wilson, Dept. 6, A. C. Lot- 
speick, Dept 74. F. A. McKay, 
Dept. 22, S. L. Cunningham, Dept. 
92, B. L. Tate, 95, Roy Woolsey, 
Dept. 22 and J. B. Ellis, Dept. 3. 

All but Lotspeick and Ellis work 
second shift. 


With only ten more games to be 
played in the CRA Little League, 
Arlington Heights held a one- 
game lead at press time over 
River Oaks with a 6-2 to a 5-2 
record. 

White Settlement was third 
with four wins and three losses, 
while West Ridglea trailed with 
no wins and eight losses. 

In the July 21 game, Fred Roth- 
ermel pitched his Arlington 
Heights squad to a 11-8 victory 
over West Ridglea. He helped his 
own game along with a double and 
a single, and also scored two runs 
and batted in two. 

Kenny Harris of West Ridglea 
had a perfect day, batting .1000. 
He hit a double and two singles. 

A two - hit game with Stan 
Standridge pitching for White 
Settlement and Terry Barber for 
West Ridglea ended in an 8-6 
score for White Settlement. 

In the sixth inning, Standridge 
walked two men and Barber’s 
single drove in the winning run. 

Standridge chalked up 13 strike¬ 
outs, Barber nine. 

First-half team standings were: 

w L 


River Oaks ...9 3 

Arlington Heights .7 5 

White Settlement .7 5 

West Ridglea .1 11 


Entries in the plantwide CRA 
annual golf tournament have 
mounted past the 100 mark, Fred 
F. Foster, CRA golf commissioner, 
reported this week. 

Merchandise prizes totaling 
$500 will be awarded. Prizes will 
go to the winner and runner-up 
in each flight. The number of 
flights will be determined after 
entry lists close. 

Deadline for entries is Aug. 5. 
Registration is in the CRA office 
in personnel department. Actual 
tournament play begins Aug. 10. 
Rounds will be played on links of 
the players’ choices. 

Six of Convair’s top-ranking 
amateurs in addition to playing in 
the CRA tournament also will 
compete in the annual Glen Gar¬ 
den invitational tournament 
scheduled to open today for play 
through Aug. 2. 

Foster announced that these 
golfers, in addition to himself, had 
been invited to compete, and that 
they had accepted: Lawrence 
Armstrong, A. J. Baskin, Jimmy 
Pratt, Cecil Wilson and Ray 
Lanham. 


TROPHY SCRAMBLE—This is Cartoonist Bill Parrish's conception 
of the type of competition Convair golfers will face next week in 
the annual tournament. At left, top to bottom, are A. J. Baskin, 
Jack Samuelson and Fred F. Foster, CRA golf commissioner. At 
right are Jimmy Pratt, Ray Lanham and Cecil Wilson. 


IT'S CLOSE—Measuring the distance of the horseshoes from the 
stake are A. R. Clary and P. M. Carrell, both of Dept. 20-2. They're 
getting ready for the singles tournament to begin Aug. 3. 

Department Playoffs to Start 
July 30 in Horseshoe Tourney 


Departmental playoffs in the 
CRA horseshoe pitching singles 
tournament will get under way 
tomorrow (July 30) to determine 
which tossers will go into the 
plant-wide championship playoffs. 

These winners will try their 
skills August 3 during the lunch 
period at the 50-foot aisle, ac¬ 
cording to Finn Wahl, CRA horse¬ 
shoe pitching commissioner. 

Prizes will be awarded to each 
departmental winner, and to those 
players in the first six positions 
in the plant-wide competition. 

Wahl stated that the names of 
all departmental winners should 
be turned in to the CRA office, 
Ext. 5141, or to him, Ext. 3132, 
by tomorrow, July 30. 

Plenty of CRA shoes and boards 
will be available for the tourna¬ 
ment, Wahl said. 


CRA Baseball Teams 
On Top in City Play 

Convair Recreation Association 
baseball teams this week held two 
first . place berths in city-wide 
competition. 

In the American league, the 
Convair nine had eleven-wlrfSxand 
three losses, and in the Major City 
league, Convair was tied for first 
place with Carswell AFB. 

CRA teams were not doing so 
well in the city softball league. 
Here only one team, the Bombers 
in the East Texas league, held 
first place with nine wins and no 
losses. 

In the Major City league, CRA 
had five wins and six losses to 
hold second place. In the Inter¬ 
national league, the Hornets were 
in third place with a 6-5 record. 

Another third place spot was 
held by the Hustlers in the West¬ 
ern league with five wins and four 
losses, while the American league 
Panthers were in fifth place with 
one and eight. 

The women’s softball team, 
Convairettes, remained fourth in 
their league with a 1-10 record. 


Little League All-Stars 
Start Tournament 

National tournament play for 
Little League got under way in 
Fort Worth Monday at Arlington 
Heights High School when the 
CRA-sponsored All - Stars were 
scheduled to meet the West Side 
Lion’s squad. 

A second game will be played 
tonight (July 29) at the CRA 
Ranch by the winner of that bout 
against the July 27 winner of the 
game between South Side Jaycees 
and the Arlington, Texas, team. 

Members of the CRA Little 
League All-Stars are Stanley 
Standridge, Jerry Carter, Fred 
Rothermel and James Dunn of 
the Yellow Jackets; Terry Barber, 
Don Goodwin, Carl Larkin, Lynn 
Strickland and Joe Moore of the 
Pirates; Ronald Storey, Johnny 
Stevens, E. L. Tucknies and Joe 
Chamberlain of the Indians; and 
Gary Grimes of the Panthers. 


Hundreds Attracted 
By Fun Show at SD 

The CRA Riding Club at Con¬ 
vair SD has found a real crowd 
pleaser in its “fun shows” featur¬ 
ing CRA riders who have learned 
their skills through classes taught 
at CRA Ranch. 

Over 100 contestants and spec-' 
tators gathered at CRA Ranch 
July 19 to take part in the show. 


Team 4 Cops 
Bowling Crown 

A meager four-pin lead in three 
games of playoff July 21 gave 
Team 4 the championship title in 
the 1953 version of Convair Man¬ 
agement Club’s annual summer 
mixed bowling league tournament. 

Nosed out of first place was 
Team 6. 

Members of the winning team 
are Mike Nellis, Dept. 22, his 
daughter Muriel Nellis, Jewell 
Bishop, Dept. 22, H. Moore, Dept 
42, Lucia Carrell, and Bob Carrell, 
Dept. 22, captain of the team. 
Trophies were awarded each mem¬ 
ber. 

High scratch scores were bowl¬ 
ed by Grady Stilwell, 603, Ellen 
Mitchella, 507, Bob Carrell, 234, 
Linda Ellenburg, 199. Team 4 
piled up 2447 points over 857 for 
Team 6. 

The league was composed of 12 
teams consisting of three men and 
two women. All participants were 
Management Club members and 
their families. 

Seventy-two bowlers partici¬ 
pated. There was a difference of 
only 15 points between first and 
last places. Three teams tied for 
sixth place. 

League officers were George 
Symm, president; Grady Stillwell, 
vice-president; C. B. Mitchella, 
secretary; and Ellen Mitchella, 
treasurer. 


Goffers Will Tackle 
Rancho Santa Fe 

CRA golfers at Convair SD 
were ready to tackle the greens 
and fairways at Rancho Santa Fe 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday of 
this week in CRA sweepstakes. 

The tournament is a best nine- 
hole affair with the low score on 
either nine being used • 

The Friday (July 31) session 
rs reserved for night shift golf¬ 
ers, while first shift players will 
tee off Saturday and Sunday. 


CRA Teeners in First 
Slot in City-Wide Play 

CRA Teeners, made up of Con¬ 
vair youngsters 13 through 14 
years, currently are at the top of 
the heap in Fort Worth Junior 
Amateur Baseball Association 
league with a 7-2 win-lose record. 


HOW IT'S DONE—Jim Brock, son of J. B. Brock, shows Convair youngsters the fundamentals of 
scorekeeping in bowling classes attended by scores of Convair children. Left to right are Sammy 
Elliston III, Dickie Mayfield, son of L. M. Mayfield; Joseph Hren, son of A. Hren; and Jerry Brock, 
also a son of J. B. Brock. Nancy Carlile, daughter of Fred Carlile, pitches one down the center while 
Phyllis Grayson, daughter of T. H. Grayson, looks on. 


Summer Dance Draws 
1,000 at Pomona 

Two dances—a night apart— 
shared the spotlight on the social 
scene this month at Convair Po¬ 
mona. 

Approximately a thousand peo¬ 
ple were present for the CRA 
summer dance, held July 17 at the 
Palms in Glendora, the largest 
crowd ever to attend a Division 
social event. 

‘ Dance music by Lou Dokken’s 
16-piece orchestra and Art Harris 
and the Notables started at 9 
p.m. and continued until 2 a.m. 
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MORE PARKING—Latest aerial view of Convair FW plant shows portion of new SAM-SAC work 
area and a glimpse of Convair's great Texas division. Five work stations plus entrance gate and 
guard house make up new paved area at north-west corner of plant. Even this photo can't do justice 
to FW Division's magnitude, however. Building alone is about a mile long! 


Television Enlisted For 
Industrial Use at FW 


It won’t be for watching movie 
stars or comedians, but Convair 
FW soon will boast television— 
both transmitting and receiving. 

Recent studies have indicated 
that industrial television is both 
practical and economical, and or¬ 
ders have been placed for a num¬ 
ber of cameras and monitors. 

Wired television has been test¬ 
ed for scanning from the aft cabin 
of the B-36 for a visual check of 
engines and props. Results were 
satisfactory, and two cameras 
and one monitor were ordered for 
further tests. 

Television also has been pur¬ 
chased for use in one of the divi¬ 
sion’s laboratories for various 


Auto Decals Issued 
Civil Defense Teams 

Convair SD Civil Defense work¬ 
ers were issued special automo¬ 
bile decals recently to serve as 
passes to the plant and other 
areas of San Diego during an 
emergency. 

“These decals were issued by 
the city and will admit Civil De¬ 
fense workers to areas where an 
emergency has been proclaimed,” 
according to Loren Howard, Con¬ 
vair SD Civil Defense coordinator. 

The decals contain the Civil 
Defense emblem plus the words 
“Convair” and designation of the 
worker’s title in the plant defense 
organization. 


Model 340s Flying 
Manila to Hong Kong 

Philippine Air Lines has inau¬ 
gurated twice weekly service by 
model 340 Convair-Liner between 
Manila and Hong Kong. 

Flight time averages about 
three hours each way, W. H. Cas¬ 
selberry, Convair service engi¬ 
neer assigned to PAL, reported. 
The new planes are replacing 
four-engine equipment previously 
flying this route, giving the model 
340 an opportunity to demonstrate 
its economy of operation. 


tests and inspection operations 
where employee observation is im¬ 
possible. It also will be used for 
remote operation of certain equip¬ 
ment and for observation of in¬ 
struments in areas unsafe for 
employees. 

Aside from minimizing safety 
hazards, a saving has been effect¬ 
ed by this application of television 
because the alternative— remote 
operation by means of periscopes 
—would cost approximately twice 
as much. 

Studies also are being made 
into use of TV to obtain instan¬ 
taneous pictures of tests or opera¬ 
tions where direct observation is 
dangerous, inaccessible, incon¬ 
venient or expensive. It may also 
be used when one person needs 
to view two or more processes 
simultaneously. 

E. S. Brown, general supervisor 
of engineering administration, is 
directing efforts of one group 
delving into possible technical ap¬ 
plications of TV, while industrial 
engineering department is study¬ 
ing possible administrative uses. 


SD Con-Trib Thanked 
For Cancer Donation 

Another expression of thanks 
to members of the Convair Em¬ 
ployees Con-Trib-Club at San 
Diego in the form of a letter and 
certificate of appreciation was re¬ 
ceived last week from the Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society. 

W. Wade Ambrose, chairman 
of the 1953 Cancer Crusade in 
San Diego, wrote: 

“On behalf of the board of di¬ 
rectors, may I express my thanks 
to the members of the Con-Trib- 
Club for their generous donation 
to the Cancer Society in its recent 
crusade. Be assured that this 
fund will be used to the best 
advantage in the Cancer Society’s 
three-fold program of service, 
education and research.” 

Con-Trib-Club funds * in the 
amount of $8,000 were earmarked 
for the society. 


Pioneer of Convair, 

John C. Wesp Dies 

John C. Wesp, 70, one of Con- 
vair’s pioneers, died July 16 at 
his San Diego home following a 
lingering illness. 

A native of Buffalo, he joined 
the company in 1925 and moved 
to the coast in 1935. He became 
a member of the 25-year club in 
1951. He belonged to the S. W. 
Hackett Lodge F. & A. M. and 
Mt. Helix White Shrine. 

Mr. Wesp is survived by two 
sons, Earl Wesp, Dept. 406 SD, 
and J. Irving Wesp of Modesto; 
two daughters, Mrs. Naomi Me- 
rick of Buffalo and Mrs. Viola 
Hagen of Boston; and a brother 
and two sisters. 


Fifth 1,000 Hr. 6-36 
Plaque Awarded 

A Convair plaque commemorat¬ 
ing the first month in which B-36s 
at Walker Air Force Base (Ros¬ 
well, N.M.) have scored 1,000 
hours in the air will be awarded 
Friday (July 31). 

Making the presentation at the 
base will be M. L. Hicks, assistant 
FW Division manager, and Gus 
Green, chief of service engineer¬ 
ing. Specifically, the award goes 
to the 6th Bomb Wing (H) at 
Walker for its record in May. 

It is the fifth 1,000-hour plaque 
presented by Convair, the first 
having been awarded to the 7th 
Bomb Group (H) at Carswell in 
January, 1951. 


Tool Engineers Will 
Make Fontana Trip 

Convair SD members of the San 
Diego Chapter, American Society 
of Tool Engineers, will tour the 
Kaiser steel plant at Fontana, 
Aug. 26. 

Special buses will leave San 
Diego at 4:30 p.m. and return at 
approximately 11:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $3.50 for the round trip. 

Convair SD members of ASTE 
and their guests are invited and 
reservations may be made by call¬ 
ing William Keller, ext. 489; C. 
L. Boyle, ext. 1721, or A. E. Crom, 
ext. 8-267. 



EXCLUSIVE—Men with more than 1,000 hours in XC-99, world's largest land plane, form one of 
world's most exclusive fraternities. They were presented with 1,000-hour pins recently by Stan Fulton, 
Convair field engineer, and Capt. James M. Pittard, pilot who himself has over 1600 hours at controls. 
Left to right: Fulton, Pittard, M/Sgt. N. C. Hodges, M/Sgt. C. W. Fox, T/Sgt. M. R. Paulin, former 
T/Sgt. A. L. Schwanke (now civilian employee at Kelly AFB) and T/Sgt. Howard Grambling. 


Fort Worth Division 
Aids SD With Parts 
For T-29s and F-102s 

Several hundred are now engaged at Convair FW 
making tools and parts for four different airplanes in 
production at the San Diego Division, August C. Esenwein, 
vice-president and Fort Worth Division manager, revealed 
this week. 

The assistance being given San 
Diego is made possible because 
Fort Worth now has “surplus ca¬ 
pacity” with the gradual phasing 
out of B-36 production, Esenwein 
explained. B-36 production is 
scheduled to be completed late in 
1954. 

The airplanes on which the FW 
Division is working for San Diego 
include: 

The Air Force F-102, super¬ 
sonic delta wing interceptor; 

The T-29 “Flying Class¬ 
room,” Air Force trainer; 

The €-131 “Samaritan,” Air 
Force continental air evacua¬ 
tion transport; and 

The Navy R3Y transport, 
turbo-prop powered seaplane. 

The Fort Worth Division also 
is producing tools for a San Diego 
military plane still classified for 
security reasons. 

In connection with the above 
programs, Convair FW recently 
acquired a 7,000-ton hydraulic 
press—first of its kind to be in¬ 
stalled anywhere—and is using 
it to manufacture part? for the 
F-102 interceptor. The SD Divi¬ 
sion plans to install a similar 
press later this year. 


Legion Post Elects 
Eight From Convair 

It was practically a clean sweep 
of Convair employees when the 
Peacemaker Post 606 of the 
American Legion held its annual 
election of officers last week at 
FW’s Veteran’s Memorial. Eight 
of the eleven officers are Convair 
employees. 

Elected were: H. M. Stone, 22-7, 
commander; G. H. Miller, 30, first 
vice commander; E. C. Rinefeldt, 
27. second vice commander, R. D. 
Veatch, 30, chaplain; H. W. Nor¬ 
man, 27, finance officer; B. E. 
Roberts, 27, child welfare officer; 
and M. E. Clark, 15, service offi¬ 
cer. 



PARTS FOR SD—In top photo 
H. F. Scott of Dept. 30 at FW 
works on a housing assembly for 
R3Y while in lower picture Chloc 
Hutcheson of Dept. 31 stamps 
part for F-102. These are typical 
of work FW is performing 
planes under production at 


on 

SD. 


At Halfway Mark Convair FW Ideas on Cost 
Improvement Indicate Goal Will Be Reached 


At the half-way mark in the 
1953 year, the Convair FW em¬ 
ployee suggestion and cost im¬ 
provement programs already have 
accounted for $1,671,967 of the 
year’s target of $3,921,327. And 
an additional $475,201 has been 
approved, but not yet installed. 

To date, 996 employee sugges¬ 
tions have been received, accord¬ 
ing to R. F. Crabtree, assistant 
supervisor of the ES program. Of 
that number, 16 per cent were, 
approved for savings of $86,946. 

Awards made to employees for 
those suggestions totaled $6,957.- 
81. Among the suggestions/was. 
one for a functional testing unit 
for checking thermocouple// ther¬ 
mal switches and fire detectors. 
This alone effected a yearly labor 
saving of $2,629, for \/hich the 
employee won $135. 

An idea involving a Revision of 
field operations’ inspection log to 
condense inspection functions net¬ 
ted an award of $185/ to a Dept. 
27 employee, and a| saving of 
$5,448 for Convair. 

Cost improvement proposals 
submitted by supervision total 808 
to date, with 32 per cent having 
been adopted. Savings of $1,585, 
021 have been effected, and addi 
tional savings of $458,240 will be 
realized on proposal^ approved, 
but not yet installed. 

One outstanding CIPUvas a sug¬ 
gestion that combined a check of 
interchangeable or replaceable 
parts and assemblies wim inspec¬ 
tion of tools. This saved about 
$130,000. Another prox>os&l sav¬ 
ing $116,240 was a new proce¬ 
dure for the storage and projec¬ 
tion of 20 millimeter guns. 

CIP’s submitted by indirect de 


partments show a large increase 
equal to 77 per cent of all CIP’s 
received. Many of these proposals 
likely will play a part in attain¬ 
ment of the remainder of the 1953 
quota. 

“Through these programs,” 
says Crabtree, “Convair employ¬ 
ees show that a little thought can 
go a long way, not only for Con- 
vair^<tot—foil the employee as 
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NIGHT LIFE—Convair-built C-99 (its experimental "X" was dropped from its name recently, sig¬ 
nifying end of years of evaluation testing) is shown at Kelly AFB in a typical night pose. The great 
plane this month went to Europe for the first time, carrying cargo to Germany. 


McNarney to Aid 
United Fund as 
Keynote Speaker 

Convair President Joseph T. 
McNarney this month accepted 
an invitation to be keynote 
speaker at the Oct. 12 kick-off 
dinner of the United Fund of 
Fort Worth and Tarrant County. 

More than 2,000 volunteer cam¬ 
paign workers in the annual 
“Give Once for All” drive to raise 
$1,420,395.41 for the 1954 opera¬ 
tions of 42 health and welfare 
agencies are expected to attend 
the event in Will Rogers Me¬ 
morial Coliseum. 

Convair FW employees play a 
major part in the campaign 
through their contributions to the 
Con-Trib-Club, Inc., which helps 
support the United Fund. 

Vance pointed out that the 
United Fund organization was 
“lucky indeed to have one of the 
nation’s industrial leaders coming 
to help give this major com¬ 
munity project a running start.” 

He added that the Convair 
president’s acceptance “is typical 
of the fine spirit of Convair em¬ 
ployees and management in as¬ 
suming a large share in the com¬ 
munity responsibility.” 

Vance went on to state that 
Convair employees Con-Trib- 
Club, Inc., contributed more than 
$110,000 toward the United 
Fund’s $1,362,000 goal for 1953. 

In accepting the invitation, 
Gen. McNarney told Vance: 

“It is my belief that the United 
Fund is an important part of the 
community life and I am most in¬ 
terested in assisting in any way 
that I can.” 


McCabe Receives 


YB-36 Graduates' First 
As SAM-SAC Continues 

The YB-36, second of the great line of B-36 bombers 
ever built, flew away from Convair again late last month, 
this time as the first airplane to complete the first phase 
of the SAM-SAC program. 

Eventually, the ship is slated to return to undergo the 
second and third cycles of the work project. 

There was a minimum of fan¬ 
fare when the veteran ship went 
back to active service as the first 
SAM-SAC “graduate,” but the 
event marked a milestone in the 
Air Force’s new concept of air¬ 
plane maintenance. The latter 
involves continuing maintenance 
and modernization performed by 


The name SAM-SAC is de¬ 
rived from the initials of Spe¬ 
cialized Aircraft Maintenance, 
Strategic Air Command. 


the manufacturer and Convair 
was the first concern to be 
awarded a contract under the new 
policy. 

Additional B-36s, meanwhile, 
have followed the YB-36 back to 
active duty. All have undergone 
the first phase of work which in¬ 
cludes DIR (depot inspection and 
repair) on control surfaces, lead¬ 
ing and trailing edges, outer 
panels, tail, and engine nacelles, 
as well as additional work such 
as engineering improvements. 

Cycle One also involves engine 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Procurement 
Hdqs. Dropped 

The Southern Air Procurement 
District Headquarters in Fort 
Worth, under whose jurisdiction 
Convair’s Fort Worth Division 
has operated since 1951, will be 
eliminated by Dec. 31, according 
to its commander, Col. William 
S. McDuffee. 

All other procurement district 
headquarters, located in New 
York, Boston, Detroit, Chicago 
and Los Angeles, also are being 
eliminated, according to Lt. Gen. 
E. W. Rawlings, commanding 
general of the Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand. 

General Rawlings commented 
on the change: 

“We have been making thor¬ 
ough studies of our operations 
and organizations to comply with 
the new Air Force programs. 
Consequently, we have come up 
(Continued on Page 2) 


An X'no Longer, 

Convair's C-99 
Spans Atlantic 

Thousands of new admirers for the world’s largest 
operational aircraft—the Air Force’s C-99 cargo transport 
—were made during the past two weeks when the Convair- 
built sky giant made its first intercontinental flight. 

The C-99 left Kelly Air Force 

Wide Variety 
Of New Training 
Classes Slated 


Base, Tex., Aug. 12 on a 10,000 
mile round trip flight to Rhein 
Main, Germany, with a crew of 
23 and 61,000 pounds of vital 
cargo destined for Air Force 
units in Europe. 

The 4,80 0 mile flight from 
Texas to Germany was made in 
three hops with two overnight 
stops along the way. The ’99 
touched down at Kindley AFB, 
Bermuda, after a 1,400 flight 
from San Antonio. 

Lajes AFB in the Azores, 1,900 
miles away, was the second desti¬ 
nation of the big ship, with the 
final 1,500 miles to the base near 
Frankfurt completing the trip. 

The scheduled return was to be 
made with stops at Lajes and 
Westover AFB, Mass., before the 
final flight to San Antonio. 

Capt. James Pittard who has 
almost 1,900 hours at the controls 
of the C-99 was aircraft com¬ 
mander on the history-making 
flight. Maj. C. W. Potter was 
pilot, Maj. R. T. Saxe, co-pilot, 
and Maj. James Sanders naviga¬ 
tor on the flight. 

Only a few days before the 
record-making freight haul the 
’99 dropped her “X” (Experi¬ 
mental) classification to end 
some five years of exhaustive 
evaluation into really big aerial 
cargo carriers. 

Constantly following the tests 
made on the sky giant was Maj. 
Gen. Clements McMullen, com¬ 
manding general of the San An¬ 
tonio Air Materiel Area, under 
whose direction precise evalua¬ 
tion has been conducted since 
1948. 

Commenting on the interconti¬ 
nental flight, Gen. McMullen said: 

“The C-99 today is opening new 
frontiers in the heavy airlift busi¬ 
ness. The old axiom — getting 
there ‘fustest with the mostest’— 
is still the key to victory in mod¬ 
ern warfare. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Q„ » 


Convair FW employees will be 
offered a variety of supple¬ 
mentary training courses when 
the fall school term gets under 
way next month, according to 
R. B. Craig, training supervisor. 

Operated by the Fort Worth 
public school’s technical institute, 
the classes will meet before and 
after work hours under the spon¬ 
sorship of Convair. 

Class sessions will be arranged 
so that first shift students may 
attend after work and second 
shift students may meet before 
work hours. 

Tentative schedules show that 
all classes will get under way be¬ 
tween Sept. 14 and Sept. 30, if at 
least 15 students enroll in each 
subject. Classes will meet either 
in plant conference rooms or at 
the institute, depending on avail¬ 
able facilities. Most classes are 
held twice weekly for two hours. 

Small fees are required for 
each course and must be paid by 
the end of the second week of 
school. 

Upon satisfactory completion 
of a class, each student will re¬ 
ceive a certificate from the public 
school plus a training record 
from Convair. Copies of this 
training record will be put in the 
employee’s permanent record and 
forwarded to his department for 
recording. 

Courses being offered include 
those in aircraft and engines me¬ 
chanics, fundamentals of elec¬ 
tricity, vacuum tube character¬ 
istics, radio transmitters, radio 
receivers, aircraft drafting, ad¬ 
vanced aircraft drafting, practi¬ 
cal shop math, trigonometry, 
advanced shop math, blueprint 
reading, beginner’s shorthand, re¬ 
view shorthand, beginner’s typ¬ 
ing, review typing, elements of 
tool operation and planning, and 
production illustrating. 

Employees may enroll by con¬ 
tacting the training section, ext. 
5245. 


Special Award 


Emmett A. McCabe, Convair’s 
manager of advertising, this week 
received the Freedom Founda¬ 
tion’s merit award at a civic 
luncheon in San Diego. 

McCabe was cited for his ef¬ 
forts as chairman of a special 
committee for “Alert America,” 
an exhibit explaining the needs 
for an active civil defense. It 
was shown in San Diego in May 
and visitors numbered more dur¬ 
ing the San Diego visit than dur¬ 
ing its stay in any other city in 
the U.S. or Canada. 

The Freedom Foundation, a 
non-profit organization which an¬ 
nually honors outstanding indi¬ 
viduals, selects recipients from 
among thousands of nominations. 


OFF AGAIN—Veteran bomber YB-36 went back to duty recently as first to complete initial cycle 
of SAM-SAC. Shown are, left to right: Ben Fay of contracts, Ed Yancy, M. W. Ellison, E. Nevels, 
Maj. C. Torpey (all of San Antonio Air Materiel Area); Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage, Air Force repre¬ 
sentative at Convair FW; Maj. J. Dent of SAAMA; E. E. Finch, modernization; E. Trapp of SAAMA, 
L. Roe, contracts. 


Model Airplanes 


Will Fly Sept 6 


Convair Aeromodelers, model 
airplane club, will hold its first 
annual aerial meet Sunday, 
Sept. 6 at Camp Kearney Mesa, 
just north of Gibbs Airport on 
Highway 395 at San Diego. 

Events start at 7:30 a.m. and 
will last until mid-afternoon. 
There is plenty of parking and 
CRA Commissioner Jim Saftig 
promised plenty of excitement 
for spectators and competitors 
alike. 

The meet is sanctioned by 
the Academy of Model Aero¬ 
nautics and anyone with an 
A.M.A. license can compete. 
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Service Pins 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 


The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 7, W. J. 
Johnson. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, H. C. Davis. 
Dept. 6, W. G. Champion, M. Lowrey, 
Jr., F. B. Pruden, M. C. Weaver. Dept. 
8, R. Carney. Dept. 9, W. C. Todd. 

Dept. 14, M. A. Gladden, O F. Kirton. 
Dept. 15, C. H. Murray. Dept. 20, J. E. 
Berry, C. V. Hamlett, R. M. Hayworth. 
Dept. 22, H. S. Baits, L. B. Childers, 
R. M. Gallagher, B. D. Lively, W. H. 
Vinson. 

Dept. 24, E. M. Bailey, R. H. Eddle- 
man, A. R. Sembera. Dept. 25, E. 
Dotes, L. Patillo. Dept. 27, M. G. Col¬ 
ston, N. D. Dove, S. V. Farrell, J. F. 
Hambright, Jr., O. B. Ratliff, K. L. 
Rogers, Jr. 

Dept. 30, J. L. Dill, R. L. Duke, W. 

D. Lake. Dept. 31, J. E. Barron, A. E. 
Calhoun, H. C. Carlock, E J. Dormier, 
R. H. Hailey, C. V. Henshaw, T. R. 
Mason, J. H. Patton, C. L. Scott, J. B. 
Smith, F. A. Taylor, J. F. Taylor, A. R. 
Tomlinson, J. W. Wisenhunt. 

Dept. 44, S. H. Carlton, H. O. Gotcher. 
Dept. 45, J. I. Guess. Dept. 47, C. A. 
Dunbar, W. B. Hemphill Dept. 48, C. 

F. Graves, C. A. Liles, H. T. Moore. 
Dept. 50, T. R. Wakeley. 

Dept. 60, R. L. Christian. Dept. 61, 
J L. Brown, W. O. Cruce. Dept. 63, C. 
L. Adams, M. B. Bridge, T. H. Eubanks, 

G. L. Grimes, J. D. McMahan, Jr., J. B. 
Paprskar, W. P. White. 

Dept. 64, J. R. Barnes, C. W. Bridier, 
C M. Lee, H. E. Wakeman. Dept. 65, 
R. G. Cox, H. M. Massengale, D. A. 
Smith, Jr., E. N. Swartz. Dept. 74, 

H. K. Ballard, F. M. Cheek, C. R. John¬ 
son. Dept. 81, D. T. Downey. 

Dept. 82, C. K. Alford, C. Carroll, C. 
W. Chastain, M. A. Crum, T. B. Hower¬ 
ton, J. L. Tollerson. Dept. 91, R. O. 
Whaley. Dept. 92, C. E. Wyatt. Dept. 
93, W. C. Hunter, F. E. Neighbors. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, B. B. Bryan, 
Jr., F. C. Peters. Dept. 6, D. Perkins. 
Dept. 8, R. Duer. Dept. 9, R. M. Maul¬ 
din, B. M. Meeks, R. C. Schultze, A. W. 


Sc&vor. 

Dept. 11, J. C. Henson. Dept. 14, F. 
E. Ihnfeldt. Dept. 15, W. M. Ballard, 

M. E. Clark. Dept. 20, T. Brown, W. W. 
Busby, J. F. Hammett, O. N. McCrary. 

Dept. 22, A. D. Halladay, A. R. How¬ 
ard, B. L. McMillen, J. P. A. Vandiver. 
Dept. 24, C. G. Howell, E. B. Walker. 
Dept. 25, W. P. Brown, F. Hensley, F. 
V. Lormis, N. L. Mclver, J. H. Tiwater. 

Dept. 27, C. E. Bombardier, F. W. 
Burton, L. V. Coker, L. C. Humphrey, 

N. P. Pearson, G. C. Philley, C. A. 
Richardson, E. C. Rinefeldt, M. S. 
Staggs, G. T. Teague, B. R. Toudouze. 

Dept. 29, F. T. Hatt, J. M. Lankford, 
Jr., A. J. Meyers, Jr. Dept. 30, F. A. 
Beimesch, F. Frady, F. W. Meadows. 
Dept. 31, J. T. Barnett, E. H. Berdine, 
Jr., R. E. Braziel, R. W. Breitkreutz. 
M. E. Dear, F. Galbiati, F. I. Gauntt, 

O. C. Geirge, R. O. Ghent, J. G. Grace, 

B. J. Graham, J. B. Gray, Jr., W. Hul¬ 
sey, J. C. Mann, J. M. Manry. 

C. Mills, L. E. Mitchell, R. T. Mize, 

L. E. Newman, M. J. Peebles, C. M. 
Piercy, R. Puckett, L. C. Rendek, C. A. 
Rhine, H. E. Rose, B. Rust, A. L. 
Sadler. 

W. J. Sain, L. P. Salz, J. B. Smith, 
J. G. Speed, M. H. Steele, C. A. Under¬ 
wood, T. Z. Wallis, C. E. Young. Dept. 
43, G. B. Dial, F. S. Riley, L. W. 
Witcher. 

Dept. 44, T. Aaron, H. L. Ballew, W. 
E. Bradford, C. W. Earp, W. C. Harper, 
Jr., R. W. Kirkland, T. D. Peterman, 

C. R. Rand, J. A. Reynolds, R. E Riley, 
G. B. Smith, Jr., N. L. Stewart, S. B. 
Turner, W. Walters, J. M. West, J. E. 
Young. 

Dept. 45, J. C. Rose, T. E. Thomas. 
Dept. 46, V. V. Gilley, N. E. Glosup, 
E. L. Howard. Dept. 47, W. M. Cappers, 

M. E. Coplin, Jr., W. L. Frisby, J. E. 


Horne. 

Dept. 50, G. R. Harvey, A. Roberts, 
J. H. Sparks. Dept. 65, C. N. Moore, 
N. Perullo, Jr. Dept. 73, F. B. Scribner. 
Dept. 74, M. E. Bridges, W. B. Caden- 
head, B. B. Garner, O. B. Powell, N. E. 
Stockard. 

Dept. 76, J. R. Griggs. Dept. 81, W. 
C. Hampton, J. M. Huggins. Dept. 91, 
J. C. Coffman, H. S. Moore, W. T. 
Palmer, A. R. Webb. Dept. 92, C. T. 
Boling. 

Dept. 93, M. C. Brannon, C. L. Foster, 
J. R. Kimble, Jr., J. M. Loden, Jr., W. 
M. RoJ>erts, D. E. Wilson. Dept. 94, E. 
W. Christy, L. V. Evans, G. Snypes. 
Dept. 95, R. D. Dillard, B. W. Lain, 

E. L. Littrell. 


Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Ride wanted to NW lot from 3415 
Thannisch (Poly), first shift. Contact 
Ralph M. Fergerson, Dept. 93, or LO- 
2318. 

Rider wanted from South Oakcliff in 
Dallas. First shift, 7 a.m. Call Dock 7, 
Ext. 7209, or DR^42576 in Dallas. 

Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 2, Division Manager: To man¬ 
ager of industrial relations and security, 

F. E. Chambers; to assistant to the 
division controller, E. G. Hill ; to master 
schedules analyst, T. D. Wakeley. 

Dept. 3, Personnel: To personnel 
manager, J. L. Budros; to labor rela¬ 
tions supervisor, E. L. Clerc. 

Dept. 4, Material: To purchasing 
agent, C. M. McCulloh. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To test engineer 
senior, J. D. Davis; to engineering illus¬ 
trations editor, L. C. Crumrine, Jr., J. 
W. Gilbert, C. E. Launius; to senior 
structures engineer, J. J. Hosek, Jr., 
H. B. Nass, U. Stephens, Jr. 

To senior design engineer, J. C. Taylor, 
J. W. Belew; to senior field engineer, 
W. R. Prasifka; to senior test engineer, 
L. J. Mertz, Jr. ; to test group engineer, 

A. O. Mooneyham, Jr. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: To accounting 
assistant supervisor, J. C. Carnes, W. 
Q. Gresham ; to tabulating analyst senior, 

B. H. Brown, Jr. 

Dept. 18, Estimating: To estimating 
group supervisor, H. A. Nelson. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tooling analyst, 
H. C. Johnson. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: To group V 
assistant foreman, E. M. Fulton. 

Dept. 81, Pattern Shop: To tool man¬ 
ufacturing foreman, G. L. Allen ; to tool 
manufacturing assistant foreman, H. R. 
Cook; to tool manufacturing general fore¬ 
man, H. I. Lawler. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$161.85 for the period ending Aug. 10, 
1953: 

Dept. 4, Material, G. V. Camp, R. H. 
Dunaway, Jr., M. W. Peck. 

Dept. 14, Tool Service, J. T. Davidson. 
Dept. 15, Industrial Security, R. B. 
Norris. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control, W. 
A. Draper, O. C. Bell. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines, S. 
V. Gay. 


Procurement 
Hdqs. Dropped 

(Continued from Page 1) 
with this plan which will not only 
result in substantial savings of 
taxpayers- dollars, but actually 
will increase our efficiency. 

“Further, we will make needed 
manpower available for other 
high priority Air Force projects.” 

The organizational change will 
have no effect on the present 
method of contract placement, 
AMC headquarters at Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, 
said. 

Under the reorganization, field 
supervision of contract adminis¬ 
tration will be absorbed into eight 
Air Materiel Area organizations. 
Regional offices will provide con¬ 
tract administration for smaller 
plants not having Air Force rep¬ 
resentatives located within the 
facility. 

Convair’s AF operations at 
both Fort Worth and San Diego 
will now fall under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the San Antonio Air 
Materiel Area. 

In announcing the change, Col¬ 
onel McDuffee pointed out that 
Air Force personnel presently 
assigned at the Convair FW plant 
would not be directly affected by 
elimination of the district head¬ 
quarters. 

Southern Air Procurement Dis¬ 
trict attained its present status 
in March, 1951, when the Air 
Force stepped up its rearmament 
efforts to meet the Korean crisis. 

The district office is now in 
the Ridglea State Bank Building. 


FORT WORTH 

John F. Lacey, Dept. 27-6, wishes to 
express his thanks for the use of the 
CRA blood bank during his wife’s illness. 

Mrs. Lilly Fae Graham wishes to ex¬ 
press her heartfelt thanks for the many 
floral and sympathy offerings extended 
by Convair employees during the recent 
illness and death of her husband, William 
(Bill) Graham, Dept. 4. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

ARCHER—Daughter, Kary Ann, 9 lbs. 
6 oz., born July 17 to Mr. and Mrs. C. 
J. Archer, Dept. 6-4. 

CAMPBELL—Daughter, Jimmie Earl- 
een, 8 lbs., 14 oz., born July 26 to Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. Campbell, Dept. 31. 

HALL — Daughter, Mauda Margaret, 
born August 6 to Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Hall, Dept. 94. 


YB-36 is 'Graduated 1 
After SAM-SAC Trip 

(Continued from Page 1) 
nacelle rework to achieve inter¬ 
changeability from position to 
position and airplane to airplane 
within respective models. 

Cycle Two, for which the air¬ 
planes will return to Fort Worth 
at a later date, will involve in¬ 
spection and repair of wing cen¬ 
ter sections, fuel tanks and bomb 
bay areas plus a major inspection 
of other parts of the airplane, 
etc. 


★ CcHtfairietif ★ 


Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 


Approximate current total circulation, about 50,000. News items and letters to 
the editor are solicited but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



BEST IDEA—FW Division Manager August C. Esenwein presents 
a $100 check to Stanley G. Knick, Jr., FW plumber, who submitted 
best idea for saving water in Convair campaign to boost conserva¬ 
tion. 

Ever Bigger and Better 
Show Pledged by CRA 

Every year since Convair Recreation Association at 
San Diego staged its first “Circus-Picnic” back in 1949, 
sponsors have promised that the next event will be “even 
bigger and better.” 

And every year since the n they have lived up to that 
pledge. 


Convair's C-99 
Spans Atlantic 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“The Berlin airlift proved short 
range mobility — the C-99 right 
now is proving long range mo¬ 
bility. It’s dramatic proof that 
small crack units of U. S. fight¬ 
ing forces can be beefed up in a 
matter of hours, any place in the 
world.” 

Capable of carrying more than 
50 tons of cargo, or 400 fully 
armed troops, the ’99 has made 
several over-water flights outside 
the U. S., to Ramey AFB in 
Puerto Rico. The Texas-to-Ger- 
many run, however, is its first 
intercontinental haul. 

The Convair-built Goliath, often 
called the champion weight lifter 
of all times, now holds 29 inter¬ 
national aviation records for 
speed and altitude with various 
payloads, including some with 
more than 100,000 pounds. 

During the time the big plane 
has been a flying laboratory for 
the Air Force, it has paid its 
way with twice-a-week flights to 
California carrying vital cargos. 
Already it has carried an aggre¬ 
gate payload of more than 12 
million pounds. 

Three members of the crew 
were expected to complete 1,000 
hours flying time aboard the C-99 
on the record flight. Five other 
members of the crew have re¬ 
ceived Convair awards for log¬ 
ging 1,000 hours aloft. 

In addition to the officers 
aboard, the C-99 carried the fol¬ 
lowing crew: 

M/Sgt. N. C. Hodges, M/Sgt. 
Steve Nathan, M/Sgt. William 
Moore, M/Sgt. George McGuire, 
A/lc Johnny Vrazel, A/lc Ken¬ 
neth Miller, S/Sgt. Richard Saich, 
A/lc Vernon Riggs, A/2c Paul 
Darcey, M/Sgt. William Medina, 
T/Sgt. Paul Lepain, T/Sgt. Ralph 
Hubbard, S/Sgt. Walter Emert, 
S/Sgt. Douglas Myles, A/lc Ar¬ 
turo Paredes, A/lc C. B. Keller, 
A/2c Harlan Gibson, Tom Maxey, 
civilian electrician and Jack Hale, 
Kelly liaison representative. 

The C-99 was something of a 
sensation all along the route. 

There was a crowd of several 
hundred to greet the plane in the 
Azores while in Germany the 
visit took on the nature of a na¬ 
tional holiday. As soon as the 
word got around that the largest 
land plane in the world was there, 
the German people began to ar¬ 
rive at the Rhein Main airport by 
bus, truck, auto, bicycles, motor¬ 
cycles. 

“Some brought lunches, blan¬ 
kets and even chairs and took up 
their places just outside the fence 
about 100 yards away,” the Kelly 
PIO representative reported. 

“They soon had the autobahn 
jammed and traffic was backed 
up for miles. German police had 
a job getting it going again. 

“On our return trip from Rhein 
Main, a communications strike in 
France forced us to fly across 
Belgium, the channel and Eng¬ 
land. We couldn’t get clearance 
for our flight across France. 

“The white cliffs of Dover 
stuck out like a sore thumb and 
we recognized other land marks 
as we cruised past. . . .” 

The C-99 performed perfectly 
during the trip, the plane and its 
six engines requiring a minimum 
of maintenance. Altogether, the 
ship covered more than 12,000 
miles in about 63 hours flying 
time. Although the flight to 
Europe was made in easy stages, 
it could have been made in a 
single hop, with reduced cargo. 

Williamson Winner 
By a Single Point 

Joe Williamson of Dept. 401 
SD nosed out Ash Bishop of the 
same department by a single 
point to take first place in the 
Aug. 10 .22 police course shoot. 

Williamson’s tally was 288, 
with Bishop at 287 and Jim Half¬ 
acre (Dept. 335) close behind at 
283. George Clayton (Dept. 115) 
won the B award; Bill Dittmann 
(Dept. 6), the C award; and 
Charles Ries (AF inspection), the 
C award. 

High five men over the center 
fire national course were: Jim 
Baxter (Dept. 3), Half acre, Clay¬ 
ton, Bishop and Williamson. 


Now it’s 1953 and President 
Jack Benedict of CRA is repeat¬ 
ing the same promise of his pred¬ 
ecessors in urging everyone to 
make plans to attend the annual 
event at Del Mar fairgrounds 
Saturday or Sunday, Sept. 12 or 
13.” There will be duplicate pro¬ 
grams each day. 

“This is our fourth annual 
show and we’re out to break a 
record,” Benedict said. 

“As most of you recall, the Cir¬ 
cus-Picnics of the past have set a 
high standard for fun. This year 
we have gone all out to live up to 
that tradition and if anything to 
do even better. 

“We expect to have half again 
as many kiddie rides operating 
this year and the eating facilities 
are being expanded, too. The tal¬ 
ent for the hour and half show 
is the very best. And our door 
prizes (bicycles and $100 bonds) 
should be a big drawing card unto 
themselves.” 

On each day the kiddie rides 
will start operating at 10:30 a.m. 
and continue without stopping 
until 4:30 p.m. 

Guests may come as early as 
they wish. Families may bring 
picnic lunches and eat on the 
lawns or at tables as they prefer, 
or they can take advantage of 
sandwich and refreshment stands. 

The big show starts at 1:30 in 
front of the grandstand and lasts 
until 3 p.m. when the drawings 
will be held. On each day there 
will be five bicycles given away 
to lucky ticket holders and five 
$100 bonds to five even more 
lucky ticket holders. 

“Come both days and stay as 
long as you like,” Benedict added. 

“For the cash drawings, one 
card will be issued to each em¬ 
ployee. This must be dropped in 
receptacles at the fairgrounds ‘in 
person.’ No one else can qualify. 

“For the bicycle drawings, tick¬ 
ets will be issued at the entrances 
to the youngsters.” 

CRA is employing special 
guards to direct traffic and to 


Employee Service, Safety and 
Convairiety at Convair Pomona 
last week started doing business 
in new — and permanent — loca¬ 
tions. 

Formerly in Building 4, the 
groups are now located in Build¬ 
ing 2 in offices between Cols. K 
and L, 21 and 22. Office numbers 
and phone extensions are: 

Employee Service and Safety 
Supervisor (H. S. Naish), Room 
K216, ext. 6280-81. 

Employee Service (Group In¬ 
surance, Housing, etc.), Room 
K210, ext. 6278-79. 

Safety (D. G. Reid and T. R. 


help children on and off the kiddie 
rides. As customary in the past, 
there will be a “Lost and Found” 
booth to rescue lost children and 
a mobile first aid unit from Con¬ 
vair as a precautionary factor. 
Fortunately, in past years medi¬ 
cal attention has been needed for 
few accidents and those have 
been no more serious than a few 
scratches. 

Zimmerman Winner 
In Novice Classes 

Everett Henderson wasn’t the 
only one at Convair SD who was 
picking up marbles at flower 
shows this month. 

E. L. Zimmerman, CRA Garden 
Club commissioner, entered the 
novice class at the La Mesa show 
and picked up two firsts, five sec¬ 
onds and a trophy for best over¬ 
all bloom. A few weeks before he 
had made similar inroads on the 
trophies at the San Diego county 
dahlia show. 

But from now on the going will 
get tougher. Winning has dis¬ 
qualified him from the novice 
class from now on and henceforth 
he must compete with amateurs. 

Anderson Will Head 
Camera Club at SD 

Andy Anderson, Dept. 6, was 
chosen president, and Walter Al- 
caraz, Dept. 31, secretary,- at a 
recent election of officers held by 
the SD Camera Club. 

Ken Rinker, Dept. 6, and Dan 
Haflinger, Dept. 1-99, carried off 
first place honors in the color and 
black and white divisions respec¬ 
tively in the quarterly photo con¬ 
test. 

Second and third prizes in the 
color division went to Clyde Stro- 
berg, and honorable mention to 
C. V. Kendig, both of Dept. 6. In 
the black and white section, Ben 
Dalbo, Dept. 9-8, took second and 
third place with honorable men¬ 
tion going to Haflinger. 


Smith), Room K220, ext. 6224-25. 

Convairiety (J. M. Combs), 
Room K222, ext. 6226. 

For the convenience of Engi¬ 
neering personnel, a representa¬ 
tive of Employee Service will be 
located in the Engineering Per¬ 
sonnel office (Room 1688, Bldg. 4) 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon each day 
to process insurance claims, bond 
deductions, etc. All other busi¬ 
ness with Employee Service and 
Safety should be transacted at 
the new locations. 

As in the past, the Employee 
Service and Safety supervisor’s 
office will be headquarters for 
CRA business and activities. 


Convairiety, Employee Service and Safety Offices 
Shifted to Building 2 Locations at Pomona 
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Big Top' Artists Ready to Give Convair San Diego's Greatest Show 


STEP LIVELY, FOLKS—It'll soon be "big top" time again for Convair San Diego. 
That's the time when Convair Recreation Association at SD puts on its big,gest 
event of the year, the annual Circus-Picnic at Del Mar fairgrounds. Dates this year 


are Sept. 12 and 13, Saturday and Sunday. Highlighting the two days will be an 
hour-and-a-half show put on by regular circus performers, including animal acts, 
acrobats, clowns, and what have you. It's all on CRA. 





Bloodmobile Visit 
To FW Cancelled 
In View of Truce 


SKILL—Hour-and-a-half circus 
show will be highlighted by many 
colorful acts such as one by this 
attractive unicyclist, thougji per¬ 
haps in her case there may be 
less interest in her skill than in 
her other endowments. 


Cancellation of the scheduled 
September and November visits 
of the North Texas National De¬ 
fense Blood Center bloodmobile to 
Convair Fort Worth was an¬ 
nounced this week by L. L. Turn¬ 
er, special assistant to the divi¬ 
sion manager. 

“Defense blood centers are sus¬ 
pending operations following the 
cease-fire in Korea,” Turner said. 

The bloodmobile has visited the 
plant 29 times to collect volunteer 
blood donations to be used by the 
armed forces. Convair FW em¬ 
ployees have given 6,658 pints of 
blood during the past two years. 

This blood, if purchased com¬ 
mercially, would have cost the 
armed forces approximately 
$ 200 , 000 . 

Convair FW established a rec¬ 
ord for the 17-state area of which 
Texas is a part by contributing 
310 pints in a six-hour blood¬ 
mobile visit. 


Former Convair SD Apprentices 
Honored at National Meeting 


Two Convair San Diego men 
who formerly were apprentices at 
SD were singled out for honors 
during the first North American 
Conference on Apprenticeship 
held in San Diego Aug. 2-9. 

They are Richard A. Planchon 
(now a journeyman in tool & die) 
and Reuben T. Crossman (now in 
engineering loft). They were pre¬ 
sented with certificates of merit 
for their outstanding efforts while 
in the apprenticeship program. 
Presentations were made by C. F. 
Hanna, assistant chief of the 
California State Division of Ap¬ 
prenticeship Standards. 

Planchon was selected as the 
outstanding apprentice in South¬ 
ern California by the National 
Association of Manufacturers in 
1951 and Crossman won the same 
honor for the year 1952. 


Convair representatives took 
an active part throughout the 
conference. Taking part in dis¬ 
cussions or serving on committees 
were Dick Wilkens, SD manager 
of industrial relations; H. W. Ru- 
bottom, SD training supervisor; 
Dan Whorton, Dept. 355 SD; A1 
Oberg of experimental; H. Wash¬ 
ington of tool & die at Plant 2; 
and George Guglielmetti, appren¬ 
ticeship coordinator. 

Convair girls from training 
also served as receptionists dur¬ 
ing the conference. They included 
Faye Tobias, Martha Peterson 
and Lynn Hanson. 

All members of the Convair SD 
joint apprenticeship committee 
attended the opening session of 
the conference as well as some 80 
apprentices now in training at 
SD. 


New 'Humanics' Class 
ill Start Sept. 14 

Formation of a new class in 
“Humanics” under the sponsor¬ 
ship of the Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club was announced this 
week by President Ray Kendall. 

The class, which gets under 
way Sept. 14 at the Hilton Hotel, 
is open to all employees, Kendall 
said. The 15-week course includes 
such subjects as personality de¬ 
velopment, leadership training, 
human relations, effective speak¬ 
ing and self confidence. 

Employees interested may con¬ 
tact Jim Long, ext. 5188. 


Tickets Available 
For ‘Swimming Night' 

Another opportunity for Con¬ 
vair SD employees to enjoy the 
popular “swim night” at Mission 
Beach plunge is being offered 
this coming Saturday, Aug. 29, 
by the Industrial Recreation 
Council. 

Free tickets are available at 
Employee Service desks at both 
plants while they last. One ticket 
admits the entire family. 


Organization Honors 
Song Writer at FW 

Artie Glenn, Convair FW em¬ 
ployee, has been cited by the 
Christophers, a Roman Catholic 
organization, for his popular song, 
“Crying in the Chapel.” 

A bronze plaque was awarded 
in New York last week to the 
songwriter’s 17-year-old son Der- 
rell who is making a public ap¬ 
pearance tour of the east coast. 


THE CONVAIR WORD—A. W. Crawford, left, national training 
director for the Canadian Department of Labor, and Ruben C. S. 
deLeon of the Philippine Department of Labor, right, are briefed 
by H. W. Rubottom, SD supervisor of training, on Convair products 
during first North American Conference on Apprenticeship in San 
Diego. They are shown at exhibit which also was part of Harbor 
Day displays last weekend. 


CONVAIR FW MAN 
TAKES A BRIDE 

Charles H. Briscoe, Dept. 91 
FW, and Glenna Estes were mar¬ 
ried July 24 in Hagerman, N.M. 
Following a motor trip through 
New Mexico and Texas they have 
taken up residence in Alvord, Tex. 

CRA means Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association. It is run by 
and for Convair employees. Ac¬ 
tivities cover a wide range and 
somewhere is one or more for 
you. Turn to the list on page 6. 


Armed Forces Collections Halt 
At SD, But Blood Plan Continues 


Blood collections for the armed forces halted at Con¬ 
vair San Diego this month as a result of the truce in 
Korea. 

This ended nearly two years of regular visits of blood- 
mobiles to the SD plants for this purpose; but it will not 
end the continuing Convair SD program to maintain a 
blood credit for Convair people. 

“Since October of 1951, Con¬ 


vair San Diego donors have given 
nearly 5,000 pints of blood during 
visits of bloodmobiles inside the 
factory,” the joint Union-Man¬ 
agement Club-Convair committee 
directing the blood program, an¬ 
nounced. 

A little more than half of this 
went to the armed forces and the 
balance into a credit at the San 
Diego Blood Bank for the benefit 
of Convair people in need. 

“The only effect of the change 
is that the bloodmobile visits to 
Convair will cover a lesser area 
and collect only enough blood to 
continue the program and main¬ 
tain a proper bank credit,” the 
committee continued. 

“We expect to have a visit 
about once every month.” 

The last blood collection at San 
Diego raised 507 pints Aug. 11 
and 12. All donors were second 
shift and were chosen from 
among 900 who volunteered. 

Although Convair people at 
San Diego will no longer be asked 


directly to contribute to the 
armed forces supplies, collections 
for this purpose will continue in 
other locations in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, operated by the Red Cross 
regional office at Los Angeles. 



“Well, buddy, all Pve gat to say 
is that any car with 340,000 miles 
on it has to be a good car.” 


Convair Donors at Daingerfield Outnumber 
Others During Visit of Mobile Blood Unit 


Convair Daingerfield employees 
rolled up their sleeves and led 
the way last month when the 
American Red Cross Mobile Blood 
Unit from Shreveport, La., visited 
the Daingerfield area. 

Out of 57 blood donations taken 
during the one-day visit, 48 were 
contributed by Convair Dainger¬ 
field employees or Navy em¬ 


ployees working at the Ordnance 
Aerophysics Laboratory. 

The second visit of the mobile 
unit to the area was sponsored 
by the Daingerfield Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The blood donor operation was 
set up in the Convair Transient 
Quarters near the Daingerfield 
plant. 



THIS WONT HURT—J. A. Darby of Dept. 4 at Daingerfield 
appears to be more interested in Red Cross nurse than in being 
blood-typed! Few minutes after photo was taken, Darby gave pint 
of blood. 
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Far places beckoned this month 
to a Dept. 22 stock clerk at San 
Diego who will sail from New 
York Sept. 12 for a tour of Eu¬ 
rope to last “as long as my money 
holds out.” 

John D. Locke Jr., 23, reversed 
that old slogan about “Join the 
Navy and See the World.” He 
joined the Army (1950), saw 
Japan and Korea and now is out 
to see the world on his own. 

“It has been mighty fine at 
Convair, but I want to get in 
some traveling before it's too 
late,” he said. Locke has been 
in Dept. 22 since January of this 
year. A 1948 San Diego High 
graduate, he hopes to see the 
Netherlands, Germany, France 
and Italy before returning home. 

Locke plans to travel as in¬ 
expensively as possible. His in¬ 
itial investment was $10 for a 
passport and $170 for a trans- 
Atlantic crossing aboard the Ryn 
dam to Rotterdam. 

Like most adventurous Ameri 
cans, he's ignoring the language 
difficulties. 

“I'm short there,” he said. “I 
did learn a little Japanese while 
in the Orient, but I don't expect 
that will do me much good . . 


RINGS AND RINGS—Ann Hammett of Convair FW and her 
collection of ancient and novel finger rings. Some are many years 
old. One is made out of a human shin bone! 

Novel and Old 

A 4,000-Year-Old Egyptian Ring 
Tops Convair Girl's Jewel Box 

When Ann Hammett, fuselage draftsman at Fort 
Worth Division, is faced with deciding what rings to wear, 

it becomes a real problem of selection. _ 

For she has a jewelry collec¬ 


tion of 50 rings (valued at more 
than $10,000) and one of them 
is some 4,000 years old. 

The array, however, hasn’t cost 
her a cent. Most she received 
from an aunt in the export- 
import business who contributed 
items from various countries of 
the world. Friends and relatives 
also have made additions. 

Pride and joy of the collection 
is a 4000-year-old ring from the 
XII Dynasty about 2000 B.C. The 
stone, which has been remounted, 
is a green steatite scarab, a sym¬ 
bol of good luck and emblem of 
resurrection. It was found in 
Mitrihina, near Sakkara, Egypt. 
Hieroglyphics on the back of the 
stone enabled historians to date 
it. 

Another interesting part of the 
collection is a group of thumb 
rings used by Chinese archers 
about a thousand years ago. One 
is made of gold stone with two 
Chinese figures carved on top. 
Others are made of leather and 
mutton jade, lapis lazuli, and one 
was fashioned from a human 
shin bone! 

A favorite of Ann's is a per¬ 
fume ring from the Elizabethan 
era. It is hollow, made of iron 
and has a tiny hole designed to 
hold scent. An authentic copy of 
Cleopatra's poison ring is another 
prize of the collection. 

Two puzzle rings are also 


interesting. One is Chinese and 
the other Egyptian. Roth are 
four separate rings fitted to¬ 
gether. Their owner doesn't 
take them apart for fear she 
couldn't get them together 
again. 

Many of the jewelry pieces ar< 
made of cornelian, among th< 
first semi-precious stones known 
to man. It varies in color from 
caramel to brown. The collection 
includes Bedouin and Chinese 
rings of this stone and an un¬ 
mounted piece with old Hebrew 
inscription on it. 

A coin dating to the Crusades 
is also in the group. This, like 
the 4000-year-old Egyptian stone, 
has been mounted so it may be 
easily turned on either side. On 
the Crusade coin are various 
markings, including a cross, while 
the other side bears an S shaped 
letter that was used for a seal. 

Stones in the collection include 
turquoise, coral, jade, lapis lazuli, 
cornelian, onyx, ivory, agate, 
crude ruby, black pearl, cat's eye 
and opal. Mountings vary from 
silver, iron and gold to dimes and 
cocoanut shells. 

The Dept. 6 employee has won 
prizes at state fairs and had her 
unusual collection exhibited re¬ 
cently in the Fort Worth Public 
Library. Miss Hammett has also 
appeared with her rings on tele¬ 
vision programs in both Fort 
Worth and Dallas. 


SPINNING STARS—Hanging from aloft arc mobiles which 
spin in a breeze. At right is Sandy Hunt of Dept. 6 SD, expert 
maker of paper stars. At left is Dottie Smith, admiring one of 
creations. Time: rest period, natch. 

Star-Maker (Not Hollywood Kind) 
Revives Xmas Decoration Skill 


EUROPE BOUND—John Locke 
Jr. examines his destination on a 
map of Europe. 


Convair SD Girls 
Invited to Dances 

Convair SD girls were issued a 
special invitation this week to at¬ 
tend the weekly dances at the 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in 
San Diego. 

Dances are held each Wednes¬ 
day night from 8 to 12 p.m. in 
the Reception Center located just 
inside the main gate. Music is 


band. 

Further information may be 
obtained from Corp. J. Kude, 
Special Services, W-8-3941, ext. 
774 or 359. 


"That clutch fools nearly everybody ..." 


Polio Benefit Show 
Set For Sept. 4 

A benefit show to aid in the 
fight against polio in the San 
Diego area will be given Sept. 4 
in Russ Auditorium, sponsored by 
the Emerald Club. Entire pro¬ 
ceeds will go to the local polio 
foundation. 

Headlining the show will be 
actor Robert Young and other 
Hollywood stars. All seats are re¬ 
served and tickets at $3, $2 and 
$1 may be purchased through the 
Palmer box office at Thearle’s. 


When Sandy Hunt of engi¬ 
neering at Convair San Diego 
returns to the University of 
Tucson next month to complete 
his senior year he may leave 
behind a host of frustrated 
“star-makers.” 

A few weeks ago when a 
craze for fashioning “mobiles” 
touched Building 51 at SD, 
Hunt dipped back into the past 
to the days when he helped 
his mother trim Christmas trees 
and came up with a skill much 
in demand. The skill is for 
making many-pointed stars out 
of paper. They make novel gim¬ 
micks to add to “mobiles.” The 
latter, if you hadn't heard, are 
contrivances of string and wire 
that spin and twirl in a slight 
breeze and achieve an astonish¬ 
ing effect. 

“It’s really quite simple, 
making stars,” Sandy explained 
last week. 

“All you need is four strips 
of paper or other light mate¬ 
rial, 24 times as long as they 
are wide. The rest is just in 
knowing how to bend them to¬ 
gether. There is no glue or 
paste necessary and once fash¬ 
ioned it is very difficult to undo 
them.” 


Although Sandy has attempt¬ 
ed to show any number of col¬ 
leagues how to make them, the 
trick apparently is not as sim¬ 
ple as he makes out. 

“I'll make one for them— 
during lunch period, of course 
—and they seem to understand. 
Then they come back the next 
day and ask me again . . .” 

Sandy has been with Convair 
about six months. He expects 
to continue his studies toward 
an engineering degree this fall. 


“What do you reckon they're 
up to now?” 


Victories With Model Planes Land 
Convair FW Son on TV Program 


Fourteen-year old Dickie Heist 
home from vacation not 


furnished by the Marine dance “a champion, but a “celebrity” 

as well. 


Newly acquired were two tro¬ 
phies won at the National Model 
Airplane Championship meet in 
Willow Grove, Pa., July 27 
through Aug. 2. 

And still fresh in his memory 


Discounts on Airline 
Tickets? Sorry, No 

Convair SD's reservations desk 
in traffic can perform some won¬ 
drous feats in obtaining tickets 
and accommodations for company 
travel, but there is a limit to 
what they can do. 

“A day scarcely passes but that 
someone phones asking if we can 
obtain airline tickets at a dis¬ 
count,” Supt. Frank Field ex¬ 
plained. “We can't, as much as 
we might like to.” 


BACK FROM 'WARS'—When 
Dickie Heist, Convair son. took 
a vacation trip to Pennsylvania, 
he didn't loaf all the time. He 
is shown with tangible proof of 
exploits in national model air¬ 
plane meet. 


was the thrill of appearing with 
the Navy's crack jet acrobatic 
flying team the “Blue Angels” on 
a radio program. He also ap¬ 
peared on newsreels and a tele¬ 
vision show in Philadelphia. 

Dickie, son of R. J. Heist, CRA 
model airplane commissioner at 
FW, was awarded two shining 
trophies for winning first place in 
the junior combat event and sec¬ 
ond place in Class B free flight. 

Another Convair youngster 
came home from the same meet 
feeling pretty proud, too. He was 
Ronnie Scott, ten year old son of 
E. E. Scott, vice-president of the 
CRA group. Ronnie won a medal 
for fifth place in the national 
meet in Class A speed. 

Heist won the first heat in team 
racing and covered a mile and a 
half course at an average speed 
of 90 miles per hour. 

“This really surprised the other 
entrants,” he said. “These planes 
usually have a top speed of 85. 
We were going twice as fast as 
some of them.” 

Former Convair FW Division 
employee Leo Holliday, now em¬ 
ployed in Dallas, took a first 
place in Class B speed with a 129 
miles-per-hour mark. 

“We feel we made a pretty 
good showing at the meet,” Heist 
said. “We're going next year and 
we sure hope we can do even bet¬ 
ter then.” 


Pack Thai Rag 


Far Horizons 
Call SD Man 
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When speedboats competing in 
the Inboard Hydroplane South¬ 
west Championship races Sept. 6 
churn up the waters of Lake 
Worth, there will be at least one 
Convair driver in the field. 

He is Tom Davis of Dept. 47 at 
Convair Fort Worth, piloting 
“Tomcat,” a 17-foot, 100-mile-an- 




Biggest, Best 


Patience Pays Off as SD Dahlia 
Grower Captures Show Awards 


For some months now Everett 
Henderson of Dept. 9 SD has 
been the largest amateur dahlia 
grower in the San Diego area. 

This week his trophy case held 
such an array of ribbons and tro¬ 
phies that for the moment, at 
least, he can be considered the 
best. Competing Aug. 16 against 
all comers in the dahlia “open 
classes” of the La Mesa Fiesta de 
las Flores show, the Hendersons 
(Jean and Everett) carried away 
all the top awards, 22 blue rib¬ 
bons, eight seconds, five merit, 
two sweepstakes and one for best 
in show. 

Actually, Henderson had an as¬ 
sist from the late Charles F. Pape 
of Carpenteria, thanks to an ac¬ 
quaintanceship developed at CRA 
Garden Club functions. 

“I had met Mrs. Virginia Fow¬ 
ler (wife of Emmett Fowler of 
Contracts SD) only casually and 
it was a big surprise to me when 
she suggested that I take over 
some of the bulbs which had been 
developed by Mr. Pape.” 

(Charles F. Pape, nationally 
and even internationally known 
dahlia grower, had extensive 
plantings at Carpenteria. Mrs. 
Pape, now living with the Fow¬ 
lers, is Mrs. Fowler’s aunt.) 

“Many of the Pape bulbs were 
new varieties that he had devel¬ 
oped and had not yet introduced,” 
Henderson explained. 

“We expect ultimately to put 
some of the best on the market.” 

Even without the bulbs from 
Mr. Pape, Henderson’s dahlia gar¬ 
den has grown into a project of 
imposing size. His own yard in 
Crown Point is loaded to capacity 
and the garden has taken over 


the back yard of a neighbor as 
well. Still pressed for land, Hen¬ 
derson has another plot at the 
home of his mother-in-law in 
Ocean Beach! Altogether he has 
some 500 “hills” and some of 
these do double duty with two 
plants each. 

“It’s a bit of a chore to care for 
them all,” he admitted. “We dare 
not be away from home for more 
than two or three days at a 
time.” 

When a show such as the La 
Mesa event comes along it means 
a busy and almost sleepless week¬ 
end for the Hendersons. The 
blooms are cut during the previ¬ 
ous night and their stems quickly 
immersed in ice water to keep 
them fresh. Just cutting is a job 
unto itself. The Hendersons en¬ 
tered more than 500 blooms in 
that one show! 

But that’s only part of it. 
Transporting blooms and tables 
and equipment to the show re¬ 
quired four trips by truck. And 
then, of course, there is the ar¬ 
ranging to be done. 

(Incidentally, Mrs. Fowler had 
a hand in the La Mesa success, 
too, assisting in the arrange¬ 
ments. She has been active in 
flower circles for a long time and 
is an expert at displays.) 

“There is one point I’d like to 
get straight,” Henderson com¬ 
mented last week. 

“Spectators invariably ask what 
kind of ‘chemical’ the winning 
growers use to keep their blooms 
fresh for a show. They never 
seem to believe that we use only 
ice water, but that’s the truth. 
There are no tricks to the trade 
except growing better flowers.” 


CONTACT!—Tom Davis of Dept. 47 is at wheel of his high-speed hydroplane "Tomcat" which he 
will race Sept. 6 on Lake Worth. Other photo shows his ten-months-old son trying out cockpit. 

Convair 'Trainmen' Completing Railway 
Layout For County Fair at Pomona 


TENDER CARE—Everett Henderson of Dept. 9 SD stands among 
prize-winning dahlias in home garden. Bushel basket shades a fine 
bloom, holding it back until show time. In his hand is spray gun. 
Henderson has so many plants that when he sprays, it takes ten 
gallons to cover them all! 


Casey Jones might have taken 
his trip to the Promised Land in 
a different manner if he had been 
operating his “big eight-wheeler” 
on the L.A. Outer Belt Lines. 

For wrecks — even deliberate 
ones—are impossible on the 
tracks of this automatic, block 
controlled railroad. But Casey’s 
eight-wheel locomotive might 
have had difficulty in operating 
on these tracks, for they are 
spaced approximately five-eighths 
of an inch apart, and the entire 
line has only some 300-odd feet 
of track. 

The L.A. Outer Belt Lines is 
the name for the track layout of 
the Pomona Model Railroad As¬ 
sociation, which is almost exclu¬ 
sively a Convair Pomona organi¬ 
zation from the membership 
standpoint at present. Only one 
of the club’s 20 members is not 
from a Convair family. 

The track layout is located at 
the Los Angeles fairgrounds, and 
members currently are rushing it 
to completion as a working dis¬ 
play for the opening of the Los 
Angeles County Fair Sept. 18. 

“We started from scratch less 
than a month ago, and then the 
task of completing the road by 
fair time appeared almost impos¬ 
sible,” Leo Wood, club secretary, 
said. “However, the club was di¬ 
vided into committees, each 
charged with a specific responsi¬ 
bility. Now, after a lot of hard 
work, it appears that we will 
come through in fine shape.” 

The miniature railroad is “HO” 
gauge, which means that the 
roadbed, track, rolling stock and 
scenery all are constructed to a 
scale of 3.5 millimeters (.14 inch) 
representing one foot. Even the 
tiny spikes which hold the rails 
in place are made to scale. 

The layout, which covers a 10 
by 20 foot area, is only tempo¬ 
rary and is being built especially 
for the fair. The club’s perma¬ 
nent track setup will cover an 
area 20 by 100 feet and will be 
much more complex, according to 
present plans. 

The present track contains six 
control blocks, each with its own 
control panel. This allows six dif¬ 
ferent members to control a train 
each simultaneously. A train can¬ 
not be transferred from one block 
to another until the receiving 
block is clear, thereby eliminat¬ 
ing any opportunity for wrecks. 

Though most present members 
are Convair Pomona people, 
membership is not limited to 
company employees. One of the 
requirements for using space at 
the fairgrounds is that member¬ 
ship not be restricted. For this 
reason, since the fairgrounds of¬ 


fered the only suitable space 
available, CRA affiliation was not 
sought by the group. 

Chairmen of the various com- 
m i 11 e e s responsible for com¬ 
pletion of the track layout are: 
Tiny Nix, layout; Dick Wadding- 
ton, bench work; Bill Graham, 
track work; Leo Wood, scenery; 
Frank Sowers, wiring; Arnold 
Blecker, operation planner; Gene 
Palmer, stock custodian; and Bob 
Judy, display and backdrop. 

Approximately 30 railroads and 
other commercial concerns have 
given assistance to the club, with 


technical information, display 
materials, etc. 

Although the club owns the lay¬ 
out, individual members own the 
rolling stock. They build their 
own, mostly from commercial 
kits. However, some of the mem¬ 
bers prefer to build cars and lo¬ 
comotives from scratch, working 
from blueprints and pictures of 
actual railroad stock. 

“Some of the cars built by 
members are so perfect in detail 
that they will stand up under a 
microscopic examination,” Wood 
said. 


CONCENTRATION—Absorbed in work of building model rail¬ 
way layout for L.A. County Fair are these Pomona folk. Below are 
Richard and Robert Rager, sons of John Rager of Dept. 6, and 
work train they built unaided. 


Convair Driver Enters 100-Mile-an-Hour 
Hand Built Boat in Lake Worth Races 




Dahlia Open House 
To be Sunday, Aug. 30 

A special show of Henderson 
dahlias will be sponsored this 
coming Sunday by the CRA 
Garden Club at San Diego. 

It will be held at the Hender¬ 
son home, 3503 Yosemite, 
Crown Point. Dahlia arrange¬ 
ments will be on display all day 
and all flower enthusiasts will 
be welcomed. Several hundred 
blooms will be shown, some 
quite rare that have not yet 
been formally introduced. 


hour plywood speedster with 
which Davis has placed in three 
national events. 

Racing at New Orleans he 
placed second in one event and 
third in two others. He came in 
first in a rough water race at 
Port Arthur. 

“Tomcat” is custom built and 


powered by a 200 horsepower 
Ford, considerably “souped up.” 
She’s no boat for a lazy after¬ 
noon cruise, however. 

“She burns a gallon of alcohol 
a minute!” Davis explained. 
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THINKING IT OVER—E. M. Propper, Dept. 6. holding a grand 
slam in spades contemplates the cards on the table against the 
king of diamonds he'll play. Other bridge players boneing up for 
the Dallas Tournament are H. H. Pinkerton, Mrs. J. A. Dilworth 
and Mrs. I. B. Hale. 


Bridge Players Win Awards; 
Plan (or Dallas Tourney 


Convair bridge enthusiasts 
have been raking in honors and 
are hoping to take a few more 
before the week’s over. 

In the last six weeks of play 
with the Fort Worth bridge club, 
three Convair people took top 
honors. First place went to H. H. 
Pinkerton, Dept. 6; second to 
Mrs. I. B. Hale, wife of industrial 
security manager; and third to 


ested bridge players to join the 
group in the Dallas tournament 
play. 

Mary Ruth Brown 
To Represent 
CRA Baseballers 



Mrs. Pinkerton. 

Awards were made on the high¬ 
est point averages for the last 
six weeks of play. 

During this time the Convair 
group had been under the tu¬ 
torage of J. M. Mathews, Dallas 
bridge expert. 

A group of 20 to 30 Convair 
bridge players will play in the 
Dallas Bridge Tournament wtti^h 
opens at the Adolphus Hotel in 
Dallas today (Aug. 26). 

Play will be held in the after¬ 
noon and evenings through Sun¬ 
day. 

The regular Friday night ses¬ 
sion at CRA center will not be 
held this week because of the 
tournament. 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, invited all inter- 


CRA baseball teams at Con¬ 
vair FW will have a beauty can¬ 
didate entered in the annual Fort 
Worth Cats baseball queen con¬ 
test which will be held Friday 
and Saturday nights at La Grave 
Field. 

She is Mary Ruth Brown, Dept. 
7. 

Miss Brown was runner-up in 
the contest in previous years and 
won second place in a beauty 
contest staged by CRA bowlers 
at Fort Worth in addition to 
several other beauty prizes. 

More than 43 entries from the 
area are expected to parade be¬ 
fore a panel of five judges dur¬ 
ing the two-night affair. 

Ten finalists will be selected 
for the final night’s contest from 
the entry list. 

The winner will receive an all¬ 
expense paid trip to Colorado 
Springs, a fall ensemble and 
other prizes. 


Take Honors 
FW Rifle Shoot 


Top honors went to two Con¬ 
vair FW Division sharp shooters 
last week when the Fort Worth 
Rifle and Pistol Club held their 
monthly shoot at the club rifle 
range on Lake Worth. 

Taking first prize was Walt 
Jaderlund, Dept. 6, who tallied 
98 points of a possible 100. 

Close on his heels was C. E. 
Bombardier, Dept. 27, veteran 
marksman, who compiled a score 
of 97. 

Jaderlund was awarded the ro¬ 
tating trophy for the monthly 
event. 


Sunrisers to Meet 
Sept. 2 at Bowlanes 

Organization of the Sunrise 
Bowling league for the winter 
months will be held at 1:30 a.m., 
Sept. 2 at B & R Bowlanes. 

The Sissies ended the summer 
season in top spot followed by 
Bujnstarts and Slowpokes. 


BEAUTY QUEEN—Mary Ruth 
Brown, Dept. 7, will be CRA 
baseball teams' entry in forth¬ 
coming Fort Worth Cat baseball 
queen contest at LaGrave Field. 


Go ahead if you insist . . . but 
let me warn you, I take a terrible 
picture. 


Winter Bowling 
Leagues Being 
Formed by CRA 

Winter bowling activities get 
under way at Convair FW during 
the first week of September and 
the call went out this week for 
CRA keglers interested in joining 
a league. 

Tentative plans call for 10 
leagues to operate this fall, eight 
on the first shift and two on the 
second. 

Several of the leagues are seek¬ 
ing additional teams and indi¬ 
vidual bowlers for the season, 
while others are ready to swing 
into action. 

The Departmental league which 
bowls on Thursdays at Bowlanes 
is seeking three teams to round 
out the full 24 team league. In¬ 
terested bowlers may contact Lee 
Edmondson, ext. 3165. 

An all-women league, the Clas- 
sicettes, is seeking additional 
members. The group bowls on 
Thursday at Bowling Center. 
Ann Siler, ext. 6290, or H. G. 
Starkey, ext. 5190 will take ap¬ 
plications. 

Tentative plans call for a mix¬ 
ed league to compete on Mondays 
at Bowling Center, if sufficient 
keglers are interested. Addition¬ 
al information is available at 
CRA office, ext. 5141, or from 
Chet Veach, ext. 4257. 

The Sunrise league, which 
bowls at 1:30 a.m. on Wednes¬ 
days at B & R Bowlanes is also 
seeking new members. Dode Mar¬ 
tin, ext. 6158, or Fran Colwell, 
ext. 6272, will furnish informa¬ 
tion. 

Other leagues organized for 
winter activities include the Clas¬ 
sic league with eight teams, En¬ 
gineering league, 16 teams, In¬ 
dustrial Engineering league, 
eight teams, 740 league, 10 teams, 
and Guys and Gals, 24 teams. 

Pomona Gets 
'Bonds Bonus' 

Now it’s official. 

Convair Pomona has been 
named the winner in the U.S. 
Savings Bond contest conducted 
among the three larger Convair 
divisions in June and July, C. F. 
Horne, division manager, announ¬ 
ced last week. 

Twenty $50 savings bonds, fur¬ 
nished by the corporation general 
offices, were scheduled to be giv¬ 
en away by drawing at 11:45 
a.m. yesterday (Tuesday, Aug. 
25). All employees who were 
participating in the bond deduc¬ 
tion program as of July 10, the 
final day of the contest, were 
included in the drawing. 

Plans Under Way 
For Ice Skating 

CRA ice skaters at Convair 
FW were sharpening up their 
skates in preparation for return¬ 
ing to the ice next month after 
the summer layoff. 

Glen Carter, CRA ice skating 
commissioner, announced this 
week that CRA activities would 
get under way shortly after the 
first of September. 

“At present we are trying to 
work .out arrangements that will 
allow CRA members to skate 
every night at a nominal charge,” 
Carter says. “As soon as we are 
able to make definite arrange¬ 
ments, skaters will be notified.” 

More than 4,000 ice skating 
cards were issued last season. 


Aeromodelers Win 
Event With British 

Convair Aeromodelers last 
week reported a win in an inter¬ 
national contest with members of 
the Epsom district fodel flying 
club of Surrey, England. Re¬ 
sults were arrived at by mail. 

Competing were Club President 
Gary Witt, Secretary-Treasurer 
Walter Mooney, Richard Sladek, 
Fudo Takagi and Walter Majcan. 
Officials were Carole Mooney and 
William (Skip) Simpson. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—-H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
for everyone with own equipment each Sunday at CRA ranch. Range is reserved from 

6 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday for everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—1. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, SU-6921. 

BRIDGE—-Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. No game Friday, Aug. 28. Regu¬ 
lar Friday night session, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 4 at CRA Center. Master point night second 
Friday of every month. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Plans now under way for winter 
leagues. People interested should contact last year’s secretary. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner ext. 7168. Regular meeting 7:30 p.m. Aug. 
31 at CRA Center. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second shift director. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. Plant-wide golf tournament now under- 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glenn Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity discontinued until 
Fall. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Activity discon¬ 
tinued until Fall. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. Sundays 
and 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays at CRA 
Ranch. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 
SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Beginners class from 

7 to 8 p.m. and advanced from 8 to 10 p.m. Aug. 31 and Sept. 7, at Northside Recrea¬ 
tion Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA center. 

SWIMMING—Swimming at Burger’s Lake. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 
TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Home phone WE-5246. 
Games played at CRA center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, acting commissioner, ext. 3256. Opening of plant-wide 
tournament Aug. 31, 1953. Registrations may be submitted through Aug. 28, in CRA 
office, ext. 5141, to Roy Harrison, NO-1470, or W. L. Bradley, S>U-5846. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play night Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in City Recreation Building, 215 West Vickery. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 



BOWLING!—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 



HM .. MM GOOD—Toger Tate family enjoys picnic held by 
Convair Daingerfield Wind Tunnel Department recently. Outing 
was first event held under CRA encouragement for socials at a de¬ 
partmental level. 


Daingerfield Wind Tunnel 
Group Holds First Picnic 


Members of the Wind Tunnel 
Department at Convair’s Dain¬ 
gerfield Division got together for 
their first picnic recently and im¬ 
mediately set about making tenta¬ 
tive plans for another in the not- 
to-distant future. 

Gathering at Dellwood City 
Park, Mt. Pleasant, the group 
Teasted on Texas barbecue, baked 
beans and potato salad. 

One of the high points of the 
day was a band concert provided 
by the Mt. Pleasant Band. 

The group enjoyed swimming, 
tennis and other organized games 
during the full day of activities. 

Ruth Floyd, representative of 
the Wind Tunnel Department on 
the CRA Employee Council, plan¬ 
ned and directed the function. 

The picnic was in keeping with 
the CRA plan for helping social 
functions at a departmental level. 
CRA provides a portion of the 
food and equipment for organ¬ 
ized games. 

“Because so many of our de¬ 
partment members live at scat¬ 


tered points about East Texas, 
this is our first opportunity to 
get together,” one spokesman 
said, “but you can bet it won’t 
be the last.” 

Group Seeks Better 
Badminton Courts 

New and better courts are now 
being sought in preparation for 
the re-opening of the CRA bad¬ 
minton activity according to R. S. 
Sprague, CRA badminton com¬ 
missioner. 

“We’re looking for better facil¬ 
ities than those at W. C. Strip¬ 
ling Junior High School where 
we played last year,” Sprague 
said. 

“We’d like to see the tennis 
players convert to badminton at 
the close of the tennis season,” 
he continued. “We’re hoping for 
a big turnout.” 

The badminton group will re¬ 
sume their activities the beginn¬ 
ing of September. 
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TARGET EYE VIEW—P. G. Wells gives readers idea of what other end of rifle looks like as he 
sights during Convair Daingerfield CRA Rifle and Pistol Club Shoot. New club boasts 36 members 
and meets for monthly shoots. 



New Tennis Champ Due When 
Net Tourney Opens Monday 


There will be a new CRA 
plant-wide tennis champion at 
Convair FW this year after the 
final shot has been made in the 
tournament which gets under way 
Monday (Aug. 31). 

But the big question among 
CRA tennis players is just which 
one of a number of contenders 
will wear the crown dominated 
by Charles Samson and Fred 
Brown during the past few years. 

Both Brown and Samson have 
terminated and in the words of 
Walter Bradley, acting CRA ten¬ 
nis commissioner, “it's anybody’s 
tournament.” 

Entries in the tournament will 
be taken through Friday (Aug. 
28) by Bradley, ext. 5292 or SU- 
5846, Roy Harrison, NO-1470, or 
at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

Play will be open in men and 
women’s singles and doubles and 
in mixed doubles if there are 
sufficient entrants in all events. 

Matches will be played daily at 
Forest Park Courts until the 


Teeners Cop Second 
Place in Loop Play 

CRA’s teenage baseball nine 
finished their summer baseball 
competition last week, ending up 
in second place in the city teen¬ 
age league. 

The CRA nine lost a close 
game to the league-winning nine 
to place ahead of six other teams 
in the league. 


finish of the tournament, Bradley 
says. 

Winners in each event will re¬ 
ceive trophies. A consolation 
trophy will also be awarded. 

Mentioned prominently as like¬ 
ly successors to Brown and Sam¬ 
son are Frank Caldarola, Phil 
Mahaffey, Oscar Hood, Ed Son- 
iat, Tom Love, Roy Harrison and 
Bradley. 

Bradley this week extended an 
invitation to all employees to wit¬ 
ness any or all of the matches 
played nightly beginning at 7:30. 

CRA Puts up 
Grand Prize 
For Hunters 

A “grand prize” was put up 
this week by CRA as a goal for 
Convair SD deer hunters to shoot 
at. 

The award has not yet been 
selected, but CRA promised it 
would be worth trying for. To be 
eligible, hunters must register 
their deer at Employee Service 
at either plant. If more than 
one legal deer is taken, hunters 
may register both, but deer tag 
number and license must be 
shown upon registration. 

Those who bag their deer out¬ 
side California are also eligible, 
as there will be duplicate prizes. 
Also, there will be special awards 
for any who register antelope, 
elk, moose or bear. 



UNORTHODOX METHOD—Four fop contenders for the Con¬ 
vair FW plant-wide tennis championship starting Monday employ 
an unconventional method of determining just who will be the win¬ 
ner. Tugging away are Oscar Hood, Walter Bradley, Frank Cal¬ 
darola and Phil Mahaffey. 


Rifle, Pistol 
Group Holds 
First Shoot 

Convair Daingerfield’s newest 
activity—the Convair Rifle and 
Pistol Club—was adding new 
members this month after being 
organized during July 

The sharpshooters, counting 
more than 36 members, held their 
first pre-qualification shoot early 
this month at a new pistol and 
small bore range located near 
Lone Star Lake and the Dainger¬ 
field plant. 

E. C. Frye, CRA commissioner 
for the group, pointed out that 
the first shoot was held in order 
to give members an opportunity 
to become familiar with organ¬ 
ized firing on the rifle range. 

Future plans for the group call 
for holding one shoot each month 
following National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation regulations for firing of 
small bore arms. 

Frye indicated that the club 
would attempt to qualify as many 
members as possible under the 
NRA with hopes of affiliation 
of the club with that national 
organization in the near future. 

NRA regulations governing 
club entrance require a majority 
of members to meet certain speci¬ 
fications and scores. Once affil¬ 
iated with NRA, the club will 
become eligible to receive nine 
government rifles for use by 
members. 

Although all firing will be over 
the small bore course during the 
next month or so, work is pro¬ 
gressing on two large bore ranges 
in Daingerfield and Mt. Pleasant 
which will be open to members 
of the CRA group, Frye said. 

“At present, only a few mem¬ 
bers possess target rifles,” Frye 
says. “However, everyone turned 
out for the first shoot with their 
.22’s and other arms to take 
part.” 

Each member of the club was 
given an opportunity to sight-in 
any weapons he brought along to 
shoot. 

Officers of the Pistol and Rifle 
Club are: F. J. White, president; 
J. A. Cawton, vice-president; J. 
E. McMichael, executive officer; 
H. T. Lunsford, chief instructor; 
and F. G. Hatt, secretary-treas¬ 
urer. 

Pirates Win First 
In Little League 

CRA Little Leaguers at Con¬ 
vair FW stored away their base¬ 
ball equipment last week as they 
wrote finis to their most suc¬ 
cessful season. 

The River Oaks Pirates wound 
up the season as the top team 
in the four-team loop followed 
by Arlington Heights and White 
Settlement and then West Ridg- 
lea. 

The all-star team composed of 
players from every team won 
second place in the district meet 
held at Waco. 


Linksmen Advance in Tourney 
For Plant-wide Golf Crown 


It was every man for himself 
this week as CRA par chasers at 
Convair FW moved into second 
round pairings in the annual CRA 
plant-wide golf tournament. 

Gone are the first round mat¬ 
ches in which players either ad¬ 
vanced into the second round or 
dropped back into another chance 
to win in the consolatipn bracket 
of one of the five flights. 

Sudden elimination awaits any 
player who falters as the golfers 
move into second round play of 
the scratch tournament for the 
coveted plant-wide crown and 
$500 merchandise prizes. 

Winners in all brackets will 
continue to play one match each 
week until champions are deter¬ 
mined in all flights two weeks 
from now. 

First round matches and their 
scores showed the following re¬ 
sults. 

Championship Flight 

L. H. Armstrong beat Buck Roberson, 
one up, George Young beat J. S. Wade, 
6-5, Bob Montgomery won over C. H. 
Stanley by default, Harry Law won over 
Jim Topliff by default, J. T. Tyler beat 
H. L. Cole, H. C. Jordan beat- J. L. 
Blackburn, 5-3, Joe Doggett beat Ray Bis- 
sell, 4-3. 

J. M. Cudd beat Jack Samuelson, one up, 
George Davis beat Bob Gabbe, 2-1, Ray 
Lanham beat L. L. Latham, one up, J. T. 
Ramsel beat E. R. Muncy, 3-1 C. H. Wil¬ 
son won over W. Barr by default, Fred 
Foster beat Dale Thelan, one up and C. 
H. Crain beat Don Kemp. 

First Flight 

Joe Morris beat F. E. Bennett, 4-3, Tom 
Dean beat A1 Shafrick, one up, D. V. Jiles 
beat Hollis Reagan, one up, M. D. Rhodes 
beat R. P. Cozad, 4-2, J. P. Schoonover 


beat C. B. Mitchella, 5-3, R. H. Hande 
beat L. W. Crawford, 6-5, W. L. Conley 
beat R. H. Allmond, one up in 19 holes, 
J. J. Johnson beat Ray Bales, 2-1. 

Harry Toomer beat C. L. Bowling, one 
up, Jim Robinson beat C. D. Guthery 4-3, 
M. Williams beat R. C. Odom, one up, 
. W. Shelton beat E. W. Ellsworth, 3-2 
in 20 holes, L. F. Ferguson beat C. W. 
Gattis, 4-3, Ted Reddell beat John Hayes 
by default, R. D. Daniels beat Don Nolan, 
one up, and E. G. Harborne beat H. D. 
Walling, 2-1. 

Second Flight 

W. S. Henderson beat Jim McGaha, 6-5, 
J. M. Rasmussen beat W. D. Lanford, 4-3, 

C. L. Dunham beat W. J. Riopelle, 6-5, 
Sam Mills beat Carl Dixon, 5-3, C. L, Har¬ 
rison beat W. L. Sunafrank, 5-4, T. W. 
Wiley beat W. Towery, one up, H. G. 
Booth won over A. O. Butler by default, 
H. H. Black beat H. E. Kincaid, one up. 

K. O’Brien beat M. P. Flynn, 5-4, L. 
Jacobson beat W. K. Kosiak, one up, C. 
F. Wilkerson beat C. R. Monroe, two up 
in 20 holes, B. W. Pederson beat F. Dieb, 
one up, Dick Gordon beat Earl Weiher, 
3-2, L. E. Maxwell beat W. P. Thorp, 4-3, 
M. A. Stevens beat H. G. Ray, 4-3, and 
George Leaf beat G. T. Noden, 6-4. 

Third Flight 

E. N. Morris, J. M. Thompson, J. L. 
Patros and B. N. Walker drew byes. E. 
F. Parham beat C. J. Johnson, 3-2, R. G. 
Compton beat T. J. Dunn, 7-5, J. Wally 
beat T. R. Copeland, one up, R. A. Stand- 
ifer beat A. F. Stern, 6-4, C. J. Jones beat 
W. L. J. Williams, 3-2, H. H. Walker 
beat H. Pennington, Two up. 

Bill Parrish heat W. B. Bellamy, 5-4, 

D. B. Kelty won over E. F. Fielder by 
default, R. T. Richtmon beat Bill Poole, 
6-5, Tom Roscoe won over B. W. Brown¬ 
ing by default, E. G. Hill beat Budge Lee, 
one up, H. H. Hamilton beat V. C. Polov- 
kas, 3-1. 

Fourth Flight 

Art Phelan, E. D. Campbell, A. R. Wig¬ 
gins, Mike Foster, B. M. Jones, Don Bruss, 
Wayne Maddux and S. A. Passmore drew 
byes. Jay Crabb won over H. H. James by 
default, A. O. Watson beat R. H. Peters, 
one up in 19 holes, H. Weimer beat Billy 
Conly, F. B. Petty won by default over 
C. L. Hawes, John White beat G. E. 
Mouncc, four up, G. L. Asher beat T. T. 
Calinson, 2-1, Mac Waldrip beat B. P. 
Johnson, 5-3, and Gus Weber won over 
J. P. Nordin by default 



CR .. AA .. SH—Catcher Jerry Morris of the CRA Major City 
baseball team holds his ground before the sliding onrush of an un¬ 
identified Carswell Bomber. Bombers won play-off game and placed 
in region tournament. 

Rain, Bombers Play Havoc 
With CRA Baseball Teams 


Continued rain and the Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base Bombers 
played havoc with CRA baseball 
activities at Convair FW during 
the past two weeks. . 

Rain forced a postponement of 
the double elimination tourna¬ 
ment for the Northwest Texas 
Region baseball crown in which 
the CRA nine in the Sunday 
American League was scheduled 
to compete until CONVAIRIETY 
press time. 

The Bombers, halted any 
thoughts of having two CRA 
teams in the tournament when 
they downed the Major City 
league nine, 15-2, in a play-off 
game. 

CRA had gained the play-off 
by ending the second half of the 
season in a tie with the Carswell 
nine. 

Four teams are scheduled to 
take part in the chase for the 
Northwest Texas title, with CRA 
drawing Burkburnett in the first 



I hope he’s your Pop and not 
mine. 


round. Losers and winners will 
play and the victors of the second 
game meet for the title. 

Winners of the entire tourna¬ 
ment will meet the champions of 
the Northeast Texas Region tour- 
ey, with the victor of that event 
traveling to Dallas for the South 
western ABC tournament over 
Labor Day. 

The Southwestern champion 
will be entered in the National 
Amateur tournament at Battle 
Creek, Mich. 


Convair 'Alumnus' 
Named to All-Star 
So. Cal. Grid Team 

Convair San Diego could claim 
a share of pride this week in the 
athletic accomplishments of one 
of its sons, Carlos F. Fackrell, 
formerly of Dept. 31, son of H. D. 
Fackrell of Plant Protection and 
Mrs. Fackrell, who is in Dept. 52. 

A 1953 graduate of Helix High, 
Carlos recently received the Breit- 
bard Foundation selection to the 
All - Southern California (high 
school) football team for this 
year on the basis-of his perform¬ 
ance at Helix during his senior 
year. He also has received a 
scholarship to USC, where he will 
matriculate in January. 

Currently, Carlos is in training 
for a charity game Sept. 2 in 
Balboa Stadium, where he will 
play with the All-Southern Cali¬ 
fornia team against the Los An¬ 
geles All-Stars. 

Besides his mother and father, 
both of whom are at Convair SD, 
he has a sister, Gloria, in Dept. 
9 and two brothers, Ray and 
Howard, now in the Air Force. 
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NUMBER ONE—First model T-29 D which Convair built for Air Force is going through flight tests 
at San Diego this month. Airplane was inspected during July by "technical compliance board" and 
came through examination with flying colors. 




Another Air Force Wing 
Wins Convair B-36 Plaque 


Convair honors for Air Force 
crew members who fly and serv¬ 
ice B-36 bombers were presented 
July 31 at a special ceremony at 
Walker Air Force Base, New 
Mexico. 

At a review and presentation 
ceremony, the 6th Bombardment 
Wing, 47th Air Division, was pre¬ 
sented a plaque by Convair for 



B-36 HONORS — Master Ser¬ 


geant Dominick Gosciewski holds 
plaque presented to Sixth Bomb 
Wing of the 47th Air Division for 
outstanding performance in flying 
Convair B-36s more than 1,000 
hours in a single month. It is 
sixth wing to win this honor. 


logging more than 1,000 hours 
flying time in B-36s in a single 
month. 

In addition, 30 members of 
flight crews were presented Con¬ 
vair 2,500 and 1,000-hour pins by 
Convair. 

The 6th Bomb Wing is the sixth 
B-36 wing to receive 1,000 hour 
plaques from Convair. Equally 
impressive was the fact the wing 
won the honors only nine months 
after receipt of its first B-36s, a 
record that was equalled by only 
one other heavy bombardment 
wing in the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager at Fort Worth, made 
the plaque presentation on behalf 
of Convair and congratulated the 
airmen for their accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Col. W. K. Martin, 6th Bomb 
Wing commander, received the 
award for his wing. 

Commenting on the record, Lt. 
Col. R. C. Compton, director of 
operations for the 6th Bomb 
Wing said: 

“We in the 6th Bomb Wing are 
proud of our flying record since 
delivery of the first B-36. We are 
especially proud of our ground 
and flight crew personnel who 
have made this record possible.” 


Membership in Con-Trib-Club 
at Convair San Diego this month 
stood at about 79 per cent, a 
trifle off from the 86 per cent 


Convair Joins in Ban 
On *Sonic Booms* at 5D 

Convair joined with other 
west coast aircraft firms re¬ 
cently in banning high-speed 
flights over populated areas 
that might cause “sonic booms.” 

“All Convair SD flights . . . 
in which high-speed dives are 
necessary . . . and in which a 
potentiality of a sonic boom 
exists, will be conducted over 
desert areas or over ocean 
areas and directed away from 
land,” pilots were advised re¬ 
cently. 


Milling Panelist 
For NACA Meeting 

W. W. Hass, manager of indus¬ 
trial accounting at San Diego Di¬ 
vision, has been elected associate 
director of education for the San 
Diego chapter of the National As¬ 
sociation of Cost Accountants. 

The first education project 
planned is a technical forum on 
the subject “Fixed Asset Ac¬ 
counting” set for Oct. 14 and Oct. 
28 at the San Diego Club. John 
Milling, manager of general ac¬ 
counting at SD, will be guest 
panelist. Non-members interested 
in attending may contact Hass 
for furth.er information. 


FELIX IN SAN DIEGO 

J. C. Felix, formerly controller 
for the Fort Worth Division, 
this month accepted a position as 
controller for Rohr Aircraft Corp. 
in San Diego. 


reached at the conclusion of the 
membership drive this spring. 

Although some departments 
have fallen off, others have in¬ 
creased in membership and the 
percentage of new members 
among new hires continues to be 
gratifying, the club committee 
reported. Training section repre¬ 
sentatives conducting induction 
classes have done a remarkably 
fine job in explaining the club 
to new employees. Ken Kirkwood 
has been outstanding in this re¬ 
gard and has a “batting average” 
of signing up 84 per cent of new 
hires. 

Meanwhile, committee members 
at San Diego started what may 
develop into a series of expedi¬ 
tions to see first hand what is 
being done with Con-Trib funds 
appropriated for various chari¬ 
table causes. First was a recent 
visit to the county hospital at 
the invitation of Dr. W. W. 
Stadel, superintendent. Object 
was to look over equipment pur¬ 
chased for polio treatment. (Of 
the club’s appropriation for this 
purpose, $5,700 has been expend¬ 
ed so far for various supple¬ 
mentary equipment such as port¬ 
able respirators.) 

Other trips with similar pur¬ 
pose may develop in the future. 



INSPECTION—Members of Convair San Diego Con-Trib-Club 
committee inspect a portable respirator at County Hospital, one 
of several which club funds bought to expand polio facilities. Left 
to right: James McFall, Charlotte Lindeman (hospital's chief physio¬ 
therapist), Gladys Story, E. E. Larson, Frank Pickard, William Lynt, 
A. D. Parsons. 


Con-Trib-Club Committee Members 
See For Selves Where Funds Go 


New T-29 Praised For 
Excellent Condition' 


During AF Inspection 


Convair’s first model D T-29 was in flight testing this 
week at San Diego after successfully passing inspection 
by an Air Force “Technical Compliance Board” last month.. 

The airplane, which represents a major change from 
preceding models, is scheduled for delivery in September. 


Inspection by the board was so 
smoothly arranged and the con¬ 
dition of the airplane was so ex¬ 
cellent that Col. Stephen P. Dil¬ 
lon, Air Force plant representa¬ 
tive at San Diego directed a spe¬ 
cial commendation to SD Division 
Manager B. F. Coggan congratu¬ 
lating all who had a part in the 
project. 

“(I) note with pride that the 
preparations and arrangements 
for the recent T-29 D‘689 board’ 
held at Convair were accom¬ 
plished in a most efficient manner 
by members of the Convair staff,” 
the colonel wrote. 

“The inspection planning, the 
site location, the availability of 


facilities for the inspecting group, 
and the ready technical assist¬ 
ance along with the cooperation 
of (Convair) management per¬ 
sonnel, has made this 689 board 
inspection one of outstanding ac¬ 
complishment. 

“Further, the excellent condi¬ 
tion of the aircraft was reflected 
in the limited number of items 
presented to the board by the in¬ 
specting group. This, in turn, will 
reflect itself in a better product 
and in an ‘on-schedule’ condition 
at this model change point. 

“My congratulations to Convair 
and all the personnel who had a 
part in this job well done.” 



CLOSE LOOK—Newlv named assistant secretary of Navy for 
air, James Hopkins Smitn, Jr., recently inspected work Convair is 
performing for Navy during visit to San Diego Division. Left to 
right, SD Division Manager B. F. Cogg,an, Smith, E. G. Stout and 
Dwight Bennett of engineering. 


Europe Busy, so are Convair-Liners, 
Pilot Reports After Training Job 


At least to the eyes of a visitor, 
Europe has recovered from many 
of its war wounds, business ap¬ 
pears active, the peoples well fed 
and in some cases prosperous, 
and still in love with Convair- 
Liners. 

This was the capsule opinion 
brought back to the states this 
month by A. P. (Speed) Wilson, 
Convair SD pilot assigned since 
May to teach pilots of Aerolinee 
Italiane Intemazionali how to fly 
model 340s. He flew the first 340 
to Italy. 

“That first ship for Alitalia 
was really kept busy,” Wilson 
commented. “It flew three days 
a week, Rome to Geneva via Nice, 
and the rest of the time was in 
the air for training pilots!” 

Although few of the Italian 
pilots spoke English, Wilson over¬ 
came the language barrier by 
learning to speak Italian. (For¬ 
tunately he had a foundation in 


Spanish already.) His students 
had varied backgrounds, many 
had served in the Italian Air 
Force and one was the former 
personal pilot for the king of 
Italy. Some had had extensive jet 
experience and one had flown a 
German rocket plane. 

When the training assignment 
was complete, Wilson returned 
home with stops off to visit such 
Convair customers as Swissair, 
Sabena, KLM and Aero O/Y of 
Finland. He also stopped in 
Cologne to talk with Luftag, 
West Germany’s first post-war 
airline with whom Convair has 
been negotiating for purchase of 
model 340s. 

“Although the model 340s have 
been flying in Europe for a long 
time now, they are all in tip top 
shape and look like new air¬ 
planes,” Wilson said. “Those Eu¬ 
ropean lines do a dream job of 
maintenance.” 



"Awright! Who's the wise guy?" 
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HEADING FOR THE HANGAR—The Air Force two weeks ago released this dramatic photo 
showing a F-84F nosing its way up under a Convair built RB-36D. System for taking smaller craft 
"on board" and stowing in bomb bay has been in development for a long, time and Convair FW 
has played active role. Additional photos on page 8. 


Top Red Cross Award 
Earned by Convair FW 

Convair FW Division employees last week received 
the highest award of the American Red Cross for their 
participation in the National Defense Blood Program. 


Production of C-123 Transports 
Studied as Possibility at FW 


Convair topped the list of 
donors with 6,637 pints, more 
than doubling the amount of the 
second highest contributor, Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base. The total 
amount of blood received in Tar¬ 
rant County was 17,394 pints. 

Top donor at Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion was Dan Trahey Jr. of Dept. 
6-6. He donated 10 pints. There 
were only four other ten-pint 
donors in Tarrant County. 

Mrs Jane McDougal, wife of 
D. C. McDougal Jr., received 
recognition as an eight-pint 
donor. 


The award was made for 
“splendid participation of Con¬ 
solidated Vultee Aircraft Cor¬ 
poration, Fort Worth Division, 


(Picture on page 2.) 


employees in the activity of the 
blood center during the past two 
years.” 

Loyd Turner, special assistant 
to the division manager, accepted 
the plaque on behalf of all Con¬ 
vair employees. Turner coordi¬ 
nated the blood program at the 
plant. 


Convair is among a number of 
aircraft companies invited by the 
Air Force to submit bids on pro¬ 
duction of C-123 transport planes, 
and is now in process of negotiat¬ 
ing with the Air Force on the 
project. 

August C. Esenwein, vice-presi¬ 
dent and division manager, con¬ 
firmed reports that Convair is 
studying the project, but empha¬ 
sized that no decisions have been 
made. 

“Thisfe Hke many other proj- 
ect«Tf£ explained. “The Air 


Force is considering producing 
the planes, and is considering 
which company it wants to pro¬ 
duce the planes in event such pro¬ 
duction is deemed advisable. 

“But there is nothing definite. 
The fact is that the Air Force, 
so far as we know, has not even 
made a definite decision that any 
of the planes will be built. 

“But if they are to be built, 
employees are assured that Con¬ 
vair management is exerting 
every effort to see that Convair 
(Continued on Page 2) 


$945 ESP Sets 
New Record 

T. L. Smith, Dept. 9, received 
a check this week for the largest 
individual Employee Suggestion 
award ever made at Convair FW 
Division. 

Smiths idea permits solution 
of certain engineering mathemati¬ 
cal problems on the IBM 604 cal¬ 
culator rather than on the more 
expensive and slower card pro¬ 
grammed calculator. 

A saving of $28,506 in machine 
rental and $5,567 in labor on 
only three problems has netted 
Smith $945 for his ESP. 

According to R. W. Knaplund, 
IBM special representative, only 
one other similar application is 
known to his company, and in¬ 
formation on that application has 
not been distributed to IBM 
clients. It is believed that Smith’s 
idea is superior to known pre¬ 
vious applications. 

“Smith’s idea is just one exam¬ 
ple of what employees may do by 
observing and then suggesting,” 
said Roy Crabtree, Employee 
Suggestion assistant supervisor. 

Smith is now an assistant 
supervisor. 

SD Expects Record 
Crowd for 'Circus 1 

CRA at San Diego expects a 
record crowd this weekend to 
attend the two-day annual “Cir¬ 
cus-Picnic” which will be held at 
Del Mar fairgrounds on the out¬ 
skirts of San Diego. 

This event is to SD Division 
what the annual CRA ice revue 
is to FW Division. Last year the 
Del Mar fete drew about 40,000 
visitors. The FW ice revue last 
December attracted about 75,000. 


Convair Asked to Donate Books 
For Texans in Armed Forces 


“Books for Buddies—” 

That’s the slogan for a drive at Convair FW Division this 
week to gather reading material for the 64,000 Texans on foreign 
soil with the armed forces. 

August C. Esenwein, division manager, announced that on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, collection boxes will be at each employee gate. 
Collections will extend through Wednesday, Sept. 16. 

“Employees are urged to go through the stacks of books they 
have at home and to bring in all such items they no longer need,” 
he explained. 

“They may be new books or old books. That doesn’t matter, so 
long as they’re in a readable condition.” 

A special appeal was made to the thousands of Convair em¬ 
ployees who have served overseas—-and who personally remember 
how scarce fresh reading matter sometimes becomes to the GIs. 

Collection of the books donated by Convair employees will be 
under direction of the employee services section under supervision 
of J. B. Ellis in personnel department. 

All books donated will be forwarded to the Tarrant County 
Selective Service Boards for transmittal to servicemen overseas. 
The collection will be made in cooperation with the office of 
Brig. Gen. Paul L. Wakefield, state director of the Selective 
Service System, Austin, Texas. 


Morgan Named SD 
Manufacturing Mgr. 

A. W. Morgan, formerly of the 
Fort Worth Division, who trans¬ 
ferred to the coast, in 1949, last 
month was named general manu¬ 
facturing manager for the SD 
Division. 

Succeeding Morgan as works 
manager of Plant 1 at SD is 
W. L. Young, also a former FW 
Division man. 

Con-Trib-Club for 
Pomona Organizing 

With Con-Trib-Clubs well es¬ 
tablished at both the FW and SD 
Divisions, plans were nearing 
completion this week for organi¬ 
zation of a similar club for the 
Pomona Division. 


B-36 Shows Off 

Newest Role 
as 'Mother Ship' 



The B-36’s newest role—as an airborne mother ship 
and “landing strip” on high for jet fighter planes—was 
scheduled to be demonstrated over the Labor Day week¬ 
end before thousands at the National Aircraft Show, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

The B-36, with Convair FW 
Flight Capt. Ray Fitzgerald at 
the controls and a Convair crew 
aboard, was to put on three 
demonstrations, one each on Sat¬ 
urday, Sunday and Monday. 

In each, the ship was to fly 
over at an altitude of several 
hundred feet and launch a swept- 
wing F-84F jet fighter before the 
crowds. 

Though a novelty to the pub¬ 
lic, since the B-36 is the first air¬ 
craft ever known both to have 
launched and retrieved another 
full-sized combat aircraft in 
flight, it’s old stuff to the crew. 

“Although we can’t say how 
many times we’ve accomplished 
such missions—nor how long they 
have been going on—we can say 
that they’re- practically routine 
with us by now,” Fitzgerald com¬ 
mented. 

To perform the demonstrations, 

Fitzgerald and the crew flew the 
B-36 to Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, last week. 

Scheduled to fly the fighter, 

Convair was advised, was Maj. 

C. E. Good, Air Force pilot who 
previously was checked out on 
the project at FW Division. Most 
of the previous F-84 flights on 
the project were made by Col. 

C. E. Anderson. 

Operating the trapeze onto 
which the F-84 latches was R. E. 

Fisher, who has served in the 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Distress Cases 
Receiving Aid 

Emergency aid to financially 
distressed Convair FW families 
has totaled $2,874.50 in the first 
10 weeks of operation of Convair 
employees Con-Trib-Club Emer¬ 
gency Aid Program. 

Milton A. Stewart, CTC board 
member and emergency aid chair¬ 
man, pointed out, however, that 
benefits to employee families in 
the period have totaled several 
times that amount. 

“That’s because through Con- 
Trib-Club contacts with and 
knowledge of other agencies de¬ 
signed to assist families in diffi¬ 
culties, we have been able to help 
employees obtain other assistance 
they otherwise would not have 
known about.” 

From June through to the end 
of August, the aid committee re¬ 
ceived a total of 47 applications 
for assistance, not including 
many contacts with employees 
who realized after discussing 
their circumstances that their 
cases were not eligible under the 
C-T-C program. 

Of the 47 applications, finan¬ 
cial assistance was provided in 28 
cases—an average of approxi¬ 
mately $100 per case for the pe¬ 
riod, although many of the grants 
were for smaller amounts and a 
few were for larger amounts. 

No information concerning in¬ 
dividual emergency aid grants is 
made public by the Con-Trib-Club 
committee without consent of the 
employee family concerned, but 
a number of families have re¬ 
quested that their names be 
made public in order that they 
may express their thanks to other 
Convair employees for emergency 
aid. 

Typical of such is the family of 
A. J. Nickell of Dept. 29. Nickell 
one day in July received a tele¬ 
phone call advising him that his 
home on the outskirts of Fort 
Worth was aflame. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


DESOLATION—Grim outline of charred tree helps make dra¬ 
matic photo at scene where A. J. NickelPs home once stood. It 
was destroyed by fire. At left is Claude R. Ingle (Dept. 73), mem¬ 
ber of Con-Trib-Club board of directors' emergency aid committee, 
as he hands check to Dept. 29 man. 
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FORTH WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Deptl 2, H. P. Miller. 
Dept. 3, L. M. Ganier, E. L. Magers. 
Dept. 4, W. S. Brown, H. K. Frederick. 
Dept. 6, R. J. Byther, P. Dannelly, H. 
Eggleston, Jr., N. P. Evans, L. E. Hey¬ 
duck, Jr., R. P. Mitchell, T. G. Rich¬ 
ardson, J. S. Styrsky, D. R. Wood. 

Dept. 12, H. H. Black. Dept. 20, J. 
L. Coffman, J. L. Morris. Dept. 22, B. 
W. Aston, W. H. Blevins, D. C. Holton, 
B. B. Howard, O. B. Hughes, L. John, 
G. R. Penn, W. L. Pritchett. 

Dept. 24, W. K. Browne, A. Haynie, 


Jr., F. 

P. 

Choate, 

J. 

J. Hall, 

J. 

liams. 



Dept. 27, J. A. Chapman, W. L. 

Coffey, W. F. Trotter. Dept. 28, F. E. 
Heatley. Dept. 30, W. J. O’Donnell. 

Dept. 31, M. C. Cook, W. T. Hittson, 
W. J. Johnson, A. Vidler, H. L. Wick- 
liffe. Dept. 43, J. W. Wilkins. 

Dept. 44, R. L. Buntyn, B. B. Fort¬ 
enberry. Dept. 45, W. H. Newberry. 

Dept. 46, L. R. Jacobs, C. C. Ray. 
Dept. 47, W. C. Bruce, M. C. Scott, 
Jr., T. J. Taylor. Dept. 48, W.. T. 

Wilson. Dept. 60, B. D. Cornelius, C. 
R. Garner. 

Dept. 61, J. C. Roberts. Dept. 62, 
W. R. Hardwick, A. H. Ueckert. Dept. 
63, L. D. Mullenix, J. B. Whitaker, W. 
T. Whitley, S. R. Yosten. Dept. 64, J. 
W. Beavers, L. N. Crawford, M. L. 
Wilhite. 

Dept. 74, C. L. Bigham, I. D. Fleet- 
. wood. Dept. 75, J. M. Dye. Dept. 81, 
H. L. Graham, T. H. Grayson, E. T. 
Heath, R. W. Holt, G. C. Mann, J. W. 
Shaw. 

Dept. 82, O. A. Freeze, J. M. Huff- 
aker, B. B. Pugh, H. J. Wallace. Dept. 
91, W. W. Farr. Dept. 92, E. J. Blair. 
Dept. 95, E. L. Sharp. Dept. 99, C. H. 
Cockburn. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, J. Long. 
Dept. 4, W. O. Brigman. Dept. 6, L. 
R. Daniels, I. G. Kennon, Jr., I. Kries- 
berg. Dept. 9, M. M. Ermey, M. G. 
Llewellyn, M. S. Reynolds, M. G. 
Walters. Dept. 14, B. C. Coffman, N. 
Mitchell. 

Dept. 15, T. B. McDonald. Dept. 20, 
M. D. Dolloff, W. C. Duncan, L. H. 
Massey, H. J. Womack. Dept. 22, J. E. 
Ferrell, M. S. Powell. Dept. 24, W. D. 
Caffey. Dept. 25, N. M. Barger, 0 : A. 
Cornelson, J. O. Hopper, J. G. Pearce, 
K. Sharp, C. P. Spann, H. M. Willis, 
Jr., G. L. Zaiger. 

Dept. 27, B. D. Bailey, J. T. Blank¬ 
enship, C. R. Eagan, J. R. Ewen, Sr., 

E. R. Gumpert, F. Krueger, J. T. 
Mashburn, C. E. Roach, A. A. Schrim- 
sher, J. W. Stallings, M. O. Williams, 
E. M. Wolfe. Dept. 29. H. E. Hunkele. 
Dept. 30, G. R. Johnson, J. T. McFar¬ 
land, C. A. Thorell. 

Dept. 31, H. F. Bibb, J. C. Capps, 
W. C. Carnes, J. B. Davis, C. Miliara, 
G. Owens, C. M. Paulson, Jr., J. V. 
Perdue, Jr., R. F. Rainey. F. W. 
Sanders, C. Spradley, L. A. Tate, W. 
D. Wilkerson, 

Dept. 43, J. M. Hammonds, L. A. 
Phillips. Dept. 44, J. L. Osrael, R. L. 


Magee, J. A» Reynolds, C. F. Sampson, 
J. F. Sartor, D. G. Wood. Dept. 46, 
D. W. Basham, R. C. Greenwood. 

Dept. 47, C. R. Hall, S. J.* Matthews, 
J. M. Rafferty, W. R. Schulz, R. D. 
Shipley, C. E. Starr, Jr., J. T. Stokes, 
C. B. J. Wood, C. S. Wood. 

Dept. 48, W. L. Alexander, J. K. 

Bean, R. L. Byrom, L. E. Hall, M. E. 
Stanley, R. N. Thomas. Dept. 50, W. 
Darden, O. C. Harris. Dept. 65, R. A. 
Millican. Dept. 73, E. A. Davis, N. E. 
Jones, B. L. Rowe. 

Dept. 74, W. L. Campbell, C. G. 

Fouts, M. L. Stanley. Dept. 75, W. L. 
Anderson, G. B. Reed. Dept. 76, B. J. 
Brennan, J. H. Jackson, G. M. Morri¬ 
son, T. I. Shadden. 

Dept. 81, W. D. Collins, W. L. 

Howard. Dept. 82, K. D. Buchanan, E. 

F. Hollenbeck. Dept. 91, M. A. Joiner, 

W. L. Muncy, W. L. Walker. Dept. 92, 
W. J. Barr, W. H. Kennard, W. C. 

Lowrey, J. C. Talkington. Dept. 93, 

G. W. MeMakin, J. A. Sinclair. Dept. 
95, D. B. H. Caughey, R. L. O. Ward. 



JPtA 

15-YEAR MAN—Latest Con¬ 
vair FW man to be wearing a 
15-year pin is W. J. Johnson. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$244.50 for the period ending August 
27 1953: 

Dept. 20, Traffic, J. F. Hammett. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering, S. G. 
Knick, Jr. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming, B. D. 
Williams. 

Dept. 74, Finishing, E. W. Morton. 
Dept. 75, Electronics, C. L. Groze. 
Dept. 76, Armament, J. R. Parker. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

CONNALLY—Daughter, Teresa Anne, 
8 lbs., 1 oz., born Aug. 25 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. P. Connally, Dept. 11-9. (Mrs. 
Connally formerly was employed in 
Dept. 6-4.) 

HINCKLEY—Son, Brent Wayne, 6 
lbs., 2 oz., born Aug. 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Charles Hinckley, Dept. 6-1. 

DAINGERFIELD 

BEGGS—Daughter, Margaret Ann, 6 
lbs., 5 oz., born Aug. 23 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. L. Beggs, Dept. 2. 

TAYLOR—Daughter, Julianne, 7 lbs., 
born Aug. 22 to Mr. and Mrs. M. K. 
Taylor, Dept. 4. 


Distress Cases 
Receive Aid 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“I got myself home as quick 
as I could,” Nickell relates, “but 
the house was burned to the 
ground—and all we saved was a 
handful of clothing.” 

Relatives and friends helped to 
provide shelter for Nickell and 
his wife and two children, Roy 
William, 4, and Jimmy Andrew, 6. 

“But for us it meant starting 
all over to find a home, furnish 
it, clothe ourselves—and at the 
same time feed ourselves. 

“The help which Con-Trib-Club 
gave—generously and quickly— 
certainly helped us over a tight 
spot until we could begin to set 
ourselves straight again.” 

“The program,” Stewart em¬ 
phasized, “is to provide emer¬ 
gency financial assistance when 
that assistance is needed imme¬ 
diately by the Convair family for 
the preservation of minimum 
standards of living, and when the 
circumstances causing the emer¬ 
gency were beyond the control of 
the employee.” 

Emergency aid cases are han¬ 
dled by the C-T-C committee 
through the employee services 
section of personnel department. 


DANCE WINNER 

Margaret Diane Doig, daugh¬ 
ter of Plant 2 Factory Manager 
John Doig at SD, recently won a 
second and third place in the 
sword dance and Highland fling 
during the annual Highland 
Games at Inglewood. She com¬ 
peted in the under-13 years divi¬ 
sion. 



ment Road to through traffic. First section of new road leads cars 
off Highway 183 by way of underpasses onto six-lane roadway to 
plant. Second section of road to city limits is tentatively sched¬ 
uled to open Sept. 17. 


Six Courses Designed for Needs 
Of Supervision to Start Soon 


Convair FW Division Manage¬ 
ment Club this week announced 
the sixth semester of college-level 
training to be presented at Con¬ 
vair. 

Six courses, designed for the 
needs of Convair supervision, 
will be conducted by outstanding 
authorities in their own fields. 

Classes in all but one course 
will be held at Convair before and 
after regular shift hours to en¬ 
able personnel of all shifts to at¬ 
tend. Present hours of classes 
are 12 noon to 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

The courses may be taken on 
either a college-credit or certifi¬ 
cate basis. The cost for each 
course is $13 per semester hour 
or $39 for a three semester hour 
course. The Convair Manage- 


FW Registration Gets Started 
In Variety of Training Classes 


September is not only the 
month that “school starts” for 
youngsters in Convair families. 
For Mom or Pop at work at FW 
Division may also be going back 
to school. 

Training section of personnel 
department these days is busy 
enrolling employees in numerous 
off-time classes. 

Engineering employees with 
engineering degrees are eligible 
for SMU graduate training with¬ 
out leaving the plant. Work may 
be applied toward master’s de¬ 
grees. One course per semester 
may be taken at a fee of $30. 
Students who make grades of B 
or better receive a refund from 
the company of the cost of tui¬ 
tion. 

Eight courses will be offered if 
15 or more employees register. 
C. A. Besio, secretary of the SMU 
graduate division of the School 
of Engineering, will be in the 
training section at Convair on the 
afternoons of Sept. 14 and 16 to 
receive registration. 

Possible courses are, theory of 
equations, partial differential 
equations, theory of plates and 


★ CcHfiairietij ★ 
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shells, structural stability, struc¬ 
tural applications of aerodynam¬ 
ics, structural analysis, elements 
of jet propulsion, heat transmis¬ 
sion, vibration problems, jet pro¬ 
pulsion theory and design, elec¬ 
tromagnetic theory, transients in 
linear systems, network theory 
and vacuum tube amplifiers. 

A variety of courses also are 
available in conjunction with 
Fort Worth Technical Institute. 
The classes meet after work 
hours for first shift and before 
work hours for second shift. They 
will be held in Convair confer¬ 
ence rooms and technical institute 
classrooms. 

Classes will begin between 
Sept. 14 and 28 if a minimum of 
15 employees are interested. In¬ 
structors are approved by both 
Convair and the State Board of 
Vocational Education. 

Courses available are, aircraft 
and engine mechanics, blueprint 
reading-aircraft, fundamentals of 
electricity and mathematics, va¬ 
cuum tube characteristics, radio 
transmitters, radio receivers, 
mathematics-shop, trigonometry, 
advanced shop mathematics, pro¬ 
duction illustration, aircraft 
drafting, elements of tool and 
operation planning, shorthand-re¬ 
view, shorthand-beginners, typ¬ 
ing-review, typing-beginners. 

Further information may be 
obtained from Burt Lambert in 
the training section, col. 73 in 
the administration building, ext. 
5245 or 5188. 


ment Club will reimburse one- 
half of the tuition cost for 20 
enrollees with the best class rec¬ 
ords at the close of the fall sem¬ 
ester. 

The courses being offered are: 
grammar and composition, a drill 
in fundamentals of English 
usage; effective communication 
in industry, an introductory 
course in the fundamentals of 
oral communication; general psy¬ 
chology, psychological facts and 
principles pertaining to such 
topics as thought, emotions, moti¬ 
vation and personality; economic 
principles of business, an intro¬ 
ductory course to acquaint the 
student with basic principles 
underlying economic activities; 
speed reading and comprehension, 
designed to improve reading abil¬ 
ity (to be held on TCU campus 
only); and production costs, a 
study of current operating prob¬ 
lems and production methods, 
with special emphasis on super¬ 
vision proficiency. 

Members of the personal de¬ 
velopment committee are M. E. 
Caraway, tooling assistant super¬ 
intendent, chairman; E. M. So¬ 
well, dean of the School of Busi¬ 
ness at TCU; W. E. Magnuson, 
superintendent of fabrication; 
A. O. Watson, assistant general 
foreman in development; C. D. 
Mathews, supervisor, tool inspec¬ 
tion; R. B. Craig, training super¬ 
visor; C. E. Nevitt, training as¬ 
sistant supervisor; J. H. Payne, 
training specialist. 

Date of registration will be an¬ 
nounced this week. Additional in¬ 
formation may be obtained from 
the Training Section, ext. 5188. 


Production of C-123 

, (Continued from Page 1) 
secures the business” 

The C-123, designed by Chase 
Aircraft Co., is a transport plane 
for the purpose of landing troops 
when necessary on rough terrain 
near battle lines. 

It is powered by two engines, 
is 77 feet long and has a wing 
span of 110 feet. 


Hold Family Picnic 

More than 500 Convair Pomona 
folk and members of their fami¬ 
lies attended the first annual 
Convair Pomona Management 
Club picnic Aug. 23 in- San Dimas 
County Park. In addition to pic¬ 
nic lunches, 1,080 bottles of pop 
and 1,000 ice cream bars were 
consumed. 


B-36 Shows Off 
Newest Role 

(Continued from Page 1) 
same capacity during most of the 
tests at FW. 

Other crew members were: 
J. L. Baldridge, co-pilot; J. H. 
Roberts, flight test engineer; 
E. J. Nadolski and J. L. Black¬ 
mon, first flight engineers. 

Dept. 64 crews (development 
field operations) readied the ship 
for the mission, as they had dur¬ 
ing earlier tests, under F. J. 
Balik. 

After the demonstrations, the 
B-36 was scheduled to be on dis¬ 
play on the ground at Wright- 
Patterson for benefit of base 
personnel, after which it was 
scheduled to return to FW. 

Though the bomber-fighter 
operation has been well known 
to many FW Division employees 
for quite some time, security re¬ 
strictions prevented publication 
of any information until the Air 
Force issued a release two weeks 
ago which was carried in head¬ 
lines throughout the world. 

This particular project of the 
AF’s Air Research and Develop¬ 
ment Command dates back to 
1950. In addition to FW Division, 
tests involved personnel of 
Wright Air Development Center, 
ARDC, and Republic Aviation 
Corp., maker of the jet fighter 
involved. 

Basic objective of the program, 
as described by the AF, is “to 
provide the Air Force with the 
capability for long-range, high¬ 
speed reconnaissance with a high 
probability of survival for per¬ 
sonnel and equipment.” 

FW Division’s specific task was 
to develop a releasing and re¬ 
trieving mechanism which will 
permit the launching and retriev¬ 
ing of the smaller aircraft and 
to perform all necessary tests 
for proving of the apparatus. The 
mechanism, most details of which 
are still restricted, was designed 
by engineering department per¬ 
sonnel and the entire project fol¬ 
lowed to completion by E. D. 
Mathis as project engineer, work¬ 
ing closely with T. R. Yarbrough, 
development project liaison man, 
and Ralph Hodge, AF project 
engineer. 

The mechanism was built by 
Dept. 65 crews (development 
manufacturing) under General 
Foreman C. Houp, with the as¬ 
sistance of shop and personnel 
from numerous other depart¬ 
ments. 

Yarbrough expressed apprecia¬ 
tion of all departments for their 
cooperation with development on 
the project, and especially to per¬ 
sonnel of Dept. 31 (metal form¬ 
ing) and Dept. 81 (tool room and 
fixtures). 

When desirable, the fighter 
may be hooked onto the B-36 
while on the ground, after which 
the B-36 is capable of taking off 
and carrying the fighter until it 
is needed for flight. Likewise, 
the B-36 may land with the 
fighter aboard. 

“This development,” said the 
official AF announcement, “has 
proven versatile in that varied 
types of missions can be accom¬ 
plished with limited changes or 
modifications of equipment and 
operational techniques.” 

The F-84 used in the tests is a 
reconnaissance version of the 
latest model Republic Thunder- 
streak. It has a speed of more 
than 600 miles per hour. 

FW City Councilmen 
See Inside Convair 

A tour of Convair’s FW Divi¬ 
sion was made recently by the 
Fort Worth City Council. 

“Many council members were 
not aware of the size of Convair 
and the number of employees 
here,” J. B. Ellis, Employee Serv¬ 
ices supervisor and city council 
member said, “so the tour was 
arranged for their benefit.” 

City officials who participated: 
W. O. Jones, city manager; 
J. Frank Davis, assistant city 
manager; Mayor Edgar Deen, and 
council members J. F. Tarlton, 
Edd Kane, Tom McCann, M. M. 
McKnight, J. D. “Buddy” Thomp¬ 
son and Ellis. 
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ON FOREIGN SOIL—Convair-built XC-99, world's largest land plane, as pic¬ 
tured during first trans-Atlantic jaunt. At left is crew upon arrival at Rhein Main, 
Germany, and at right is ship at Bermuda, showing its bulbous nose which houses 

It's 'Hot Time' in Pomona 
As Blazing Magnesium 
Fights Back' at Firemen 

Throwing water on a magnesium fire is only slightly 
less dangerous than throwing gasoline on the same fire, 

Chief H. R. Daniels of the Convair Pomona Fire Depart¬ 
ment last month told some 100 Pomona machinists and 
others during a special demonstration. 


radar gear. In center is Jack Hale, civilian public information man for Air Force, 
who went along on trip. He is flanked by Portuguese guards in Azores. For a time, 
AF removed experimental "X" from ship's name, but returned it last week. 
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61,000 POUNDS—Part of cargo carried to Germany by XC-99 
is shown here. Plane brought back 62,000 pounds. Round trip 
covered 12,000 miles. 

Royal Reception Accorded XC-99 
During Its First Hop to Europe 


“Actually gasoline has little, if 
any, direct effect oh the magnes¬ 
ium fire itself, but burns inde¬ 
pendently. On the other hand, 
water coming in contact with 
burning magnesium liberates 
highly explosive hydrogen gas, 
causing the fire to burn with in¬ 
creased intensity,” he said. 

“And a magnesium fire is much 
hotter than a gasoline fire.” 

Though under certain circum¬ 
stances magnesium can be ignited 
more easily than wood, the metal 
is relatively safe in large cast¬ 
ings, bars, etc. But its dust, chips 
and lathe turnings can be readily 
lighted with a match, a carelessly 
tossed cigaret, or even by fric¬ 
tion. 

“Probably the most common 
cause of magnesium fires is fric¬ 
tion,” Chief Daniels said. “That’s 
why it is important when work¬ 
ing with magnesium to keep tools 
sharp, to have work properly set 
up and tools correctly set or cen¬ 
tered, and to keep working areas 
clean of dust, shavings or chips.” 

Fortunately, magnesium fires 
may be easily extinguished if 
the proper method is used. If 
mishandled they are extremely 
dangerous. 

Officers Attending 
Course in Missiles 

Seventeen Naval Reserve offi¬ 
cers arrived late last month at 
Convair Pomona to attend a fa¬ 
miliarization course at the U. S. 
Naval Guided Missile School. 

The officers were the first 
group of Naval reservists to at¬ 
tend the school, which recently 
w T as designated as the location for 
the west coast guided missile 
course for reserve officers. They 
arrived Aug. 24 for two weeks of 
annual training duty. 

The course includes field trips 
to various industrial and military 
installations in the Los Angeles 
area, as well as classroom work. 


“A good rule to remember is 
to use only fire extinguishers 
which are painted YELLOW 
when dealing with a magnesium 
blaze,” Chief Daniels continued. 
“And a cardinal rule in any fire 
is to call the Fire Department 
immediately.” 

G-l Powder, a special extin¬ 
guishing agent, is found in these 
yellow containers. The powder 
should be used to cover burning 
magnesium in a layer at least 
three quarters of an inch thick. 
G-l Powder is available in all 
areas where magnesium is being 
worked. 

“Under no circumstances should 
any other extinguisher be used,” 
Chief Daniels warned. “Any 
other type may cause an explo¬ 
sion or other serious reaction, 
and at the very least will serve 
only to agitate the fire.” 

Any water-base extinguishing 
agent, such as soda and acid, will 
have exactly the same effect on 
burning magnesium as pure wa¬ 
ter. Carbon dioxide (C02) ex¬ 
tinguishers have no effect at all, 
except that the pressure will stir 
up the fire. Dry chemicals (other 
than G-l Powder), such as soda, 
as a rule have no effect whatso¬ 
ever. 

“And never leave a magnesium 
fire to ‘burn out’ on a concrete 
floor. The heat of the fire will 
draw water from the concrete 
even though the floor may have 
been there for years, and an ex¬ 
plosion may result,” the chief 
said. 

Although carbon tetrachloride 
fire extinguishers are not used at 
Convair, they should never be 
used on magnesium fires under 
any circumstances, Chief Daniels 
warned. 

“When carbon tetrachloride is 
thrown on burning magnesium, 
deadly phosgene gas is released. 
In a confined area this gas could 
kill several people in a matter of 
a very few minutes.” 


The Air Force’s Convair-built 
XC-99 cargo transport created 
quite a stir on its recent trans- 
Atlantic flight to Rhein Main, 
in Germany, according to Jack 

Management Club 
At SD to Sponsor 
Plant Choral Group 

A choral group under sponsor¬ 
ship of the Convair SD Manage¬ 
ment Club, open to all employees 
of the SD Division, is expected to 
get underway late this month. 

Director will be W. A. Vogel 
of Dept. 3, former professor of 
music at various colleges and uni¬ 
versities, with a background of 30 
years of experience. 

Arrangements are being made 
for the first meeting of the 
group in Balboa Park and there¬ 
after weekly gatherings are plan¬ 
ned, probably on Monday eve¬ 
nings. Ultimately, the group will 
be available for public appear¬ 
ances. 

Vogel said that at present no 
limit has been set on the number 
who wish to join. Details may be 
obtained from him at ext. 464, 
Plant 1 SD. Definite time for 
the first meeting will be an¬ 
nounced later. 


Hale, who went along as a 
civilian public information offi¬ 
cer for the Kelly Air Force Base 
PIO office. 

Hale, after return of the gi¬ 
gantic sistership of the B-36, 
gave glowing accounts of the 
touchdown in Germany: 

“The reception was more than 
anything we had expected, and 
we are accustomed to creating a 
bit of excitement most anywhere 
the ’99 lands for the first time. 

“In addition to all the wire 
services, live radio broadcasts, 
local news reports and photog¬ 
raphers, there were hundreds of 
officers and enlisted men and 
their families, as well as hun¬ 
dreds of German nationals. 

“And all this despite the fact 
that our ETA (estimated time 
of arrival) had been kept secret!” 

The ’99 landed in Germany on 
Friday, Aug. 14, after 31 hours 
elapsed - flying time. Stops were 
made in Bermuda and at Lajes 
AFB in the Azores. 

For the return, the ship took 
off from Rhein Main at 5:30 a.m. 
on Sunday, Aug. 16, after having 
unloaded 61,000 pounds of cargo 
and had taken on 62,000 pounds. 

It flew across Belgium, the 
English channel, the British Isles 
and landed again in the Azores 
and Bermuda before going back 
to Texas. 


Aircraft Classes 
Begin Next Week 

Enrollment for classes in the 
fall program offered by the Air¬ 
craft Technical Institute are 
being taken at the training offices 
at Convair SD, Building 14, Plant 
1 . 

Most of the classes in the ex¬ 
tensive program on aircraft sub¬ 
jects will start early next week. 
They cover the general fields of 
Inspection and Quality Control, 
Tool Design and Tool Planning, 
and Aircraft Accounting. Detail¬ 
ed information on class times and 
specific subjects may be obtained 
through the training offices, ext. 
491. 

Instructors for the classes have 
been recruited from San Diego 
industry. Convair is supplying 
six. Latest to join the faculty is 
Mil Lachman of training who will 
teach a course in Plant Organiza¬ 
tion and Human Relations. 

The entire program is being of¬ 
fered through the Sari Diego 
Junior College and the Vocational 
School. 

Class Tailored for 
Management at SD 

A course in Aircraft Materials 
Management, first in a series of 
advanced classes appealing to 
Convair management, will start 
Sept. 24. It is being offered 
through the San Diego State Col¬ 
lege’s Extended Day Program. 

Instructor is Neil Lamb, execu¬ 
tive assistant to the chief of 
material at SD. He is a doctor of 
education and a former State 
College professor. Subsequent 
courses include Aircraft Produc¬ 
tion Control, to be taught by B. P. 
Gibbons, SD manager of mate¬ 
rial, and Aircraft Planning and 
Tooling, to be taught by A. P. 
Higgins, works manager of Plant 
2 . 

The courses are tailored for 
management people and are aim¬ 
ed at broadening their knowledge 
of the industry. Admission is 
with the permission of the in¬ 
structor. The first course will 
include 16 sessions. The class will 
meet 7 p.m. to 9:40 every Thurs¬ 
day, room 112, Business Adminis¬ 
tration Building, State College 
campus. Application for registra¬ 
tion may be made through the 
office of C. O. Roberts, Dept. 3-7, 
Building 16, ext. 560. 



FIREWORKS—Fire Chief H. R. Daniels of Convair Pomona put on a graphic 
show recently but it had serious purpose, to demonstrate how NOT to treat a 
magnesium fire. Magnesium chips are ignited in center photo and at left chief 


nimbly gets out of way after giving it a squirt of water which causes violent 
reaction. At right firemen hit blaze with fog nozzle with spectacular effect. For 
proper fire-fighting method, see story. 
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DOUBLE DECORATION—Mrs. Ada Nickerson, Convair SD 
parachute packer, pins "Caterpillar" emblem on Bill Martin. SD 
engineering chief test pilot, signifying safe jump. Previously, she 
received special award from grateful Convair airmen whose 'chutes 
she packed. 


Convair Airmen Who 'Hit Silk' 
Honor One Who Packed 'Chutes 


Grateful Convair airmen who 
owe their lives to the perform¬ 
ance of parachutes packed by 
Mrs. Ada Nickerson paid her a 
tribute last month at a surprise 
dinner party at Admiral Kidd 
Club at San Diego. 

Mrs. Nickerson, before arriv¬ 
ing at the club, was under the 
impression that she was attend¬ 
ing a dinner at the home of 
pilot Don Germeraad and Mrs. 
Germeraad. At the club she 
found a gathering of 12 Con¬ 
vair men whose lives she had 
helped to save, as well as a 
number of their wives. 

As spokesman, Germeraad 
presented her with a special 
“caterpillar” pin plus a para¬ 
chute canopy in white gold and 
a chain with “No. 18” attached. 
The number refers to the num¬ 
ber of parachutes packed by 
her which have brought airmen 



NEW EMBLEM —First of its 


kind is this special pin awarded 
Mrs. Ada Nickerson of Convair 
SD. It is tribute to 18 safe re¬ 
turns to earth made with para¬ 
chutes she packed. 


safely to earth in emergencies. 

“Your . . . diligence and con¬ 
scientious workmanship made it 
possible for us to be present 
here tonight,” Germeraad said. 
“It is a privilege on behalf of 
this group to present to you 
this pin for outstanding achieve¬ 
ment as a ‘100 per - center.’” 

The “100 per - center” re¬ 
ferred to Mrs. Nickerson’s per¬ 
fect record. None of her ’chutes 
has ever failed. 

Present were the nine mem¬ 
bers of the XP5Y crew who 
parachuted safely July 15 after 
a deperate but vain attempt to 
bring the big seaplane under 
control. They were: 

Germeraad, the plane’s pilot, 
Bill Martin, the co-pilot, Bob 
McGeary, and Walt Belliston, 
flight engineers, Yic Allwardt, 
Lloyd Bennett, and Bud Davies, 
flight test engineers, and Bob 
Sassaman and Francis Cook, 
of the test lab. Also honoring 
Mrs. Nickerson and equally in¬ 
debted in another emergency 
were Roy Sommers, Jack Rog¬ 
ers and Roy Adkins. Unable 
to attend, but also “caterpill¬ 
ars” were W. S. Wilson (now in 
Dept. 375 SD), Donald Maxion 
(Dept. 6 SD), William F. Ash¬ 
more (Dept. 12 SD). 

In addition to the Convair 15, 
three other airmen were saved 
by her parachutes during war 
days in jumps near Tucson. 

Mrs. Nickerson, who has 
been with Convair ten years, 
holds a CAA master rigger’s 
license. She personally packs 
the ’chutes that Convair SD 
crews wear on test flights. 

The day after the dinner par¬ 
ty Mrs. Nickerson received a 
supply of “caterpillar pins” 
and had the pleasure of return¬ 
ing the compliment, decorating 
the new members of the “cater¬ 
pillar club” with the emblem 
that signifies they have “hit 
the silk.” 



"I coulda slept seven more minutes .. • " 


Husband III, Convair Mother Continues 
Building Home With Hammer and Saw 





A Convair mother who had 
scarcely ever hammered a nail 
before expects to move into her 
new home in a few days, a house 
she is finishing alone with her 
own hands. Her husband is re¬ 
covering from an operation and 
unable to help. 

Her only explanation of how 
she did it: 

“If you want something as 
bad as I wanted this house . . . 
you can do anything ...” 

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Lillard 
(she is in Dept. 250, second shift, 
at San Diego and he formerly 
was at Naval Air Station) start¬ 
ed out last November to build 
their own home at 1373 Naranca 
Avenue, Bostonia Acres. The 
plans for the two bedroom home 
came directly from Mrs. Lillard’s 
imagination right down to the 
color scheme of the rooms and 
the fixtures, and even several 
unique features such as a two- 
way linen cabinet that opens in¬ 
to both bedroom and bathroom. 

“Contractors wanted $10,000 to 
build it. We felt we could do it 
ourselves for a lot less.” 

It was a courageous undertak 
ing, for Lillard admits that the 
only previous structure he ever 
built was a chicken house! How¬ 
ever, he consulted the public li¬ 
brary, read a few books on the 
subject, and with the help of 
Mrs. Lillard made the plans, in¬ 
cluding plumbing and electrical 
systems. When they went for the 
building permit everything passed 
inspection and construction start¬ 
ed. 

Capital investment for tools 
amounted to $59.47, most of 
which was for a portable power 
saw. Other items (purchased at 
Convair’s employee tool store) 
were a level, a T-square and a 
hammer. (They already had a 
hand saw!) Even now that the 
Lome is nearly completed, these 
ire all the tools they used. 

With both Mr. and Mrs. Lillard 
vorking weekends and after or 
>efore work, the project devel- 
>ped steadily until during the 
lummer illness sent him to the 
lospital for surgery. He only 
•ecently was released with orders 
;o rest for several months. It 
vas up to Mrs. Lillard to carry 
>n and carry on she did, ham- 
nering, nailing, sawing, painting. 
Ter routine is to report for work 
it Convair at 4:30 p.m., be home 
)y 2 a.m., up at 8:30 or 9 and 
vork on the house until time to 
eave for the plant. 

“Convair really built the house. 
Thank heavens for my job there 
I wouldn’t trade it for a job 
mywhere ...” 


Although a contractor might 
find a few tiny faults with the 
construction, it probably would 
be only professional jealousy. The 
home is unbelievably well done. 
The only outside help received 
was the plastering. All the rest 


SD Field Operations 
Spurts to Top for 
Tie in Housekeeping 

Field operations came from 
th place and fabrication at 
ant 1 jumped up from third to 
adlock for first place and pos- 
ssion of the monthly housekeep- 
g trophy during August at 
mvair SD. 

Plant engineering at Plant 1, 
e winner during July, was 
Lilty of only one violation but 
is pushed them to third spot. 
Plant totals dropped during 
ugust to .022 violations per em- 
oyee as compared to .024 for 
ily with Plant 1 continuing to 
>ld the edge over Plant 2 in 
wer violations figures. 

Violations 
per employee 
Aug. July 
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they did themselves, with even 
son James, 9, lending a hand. 
And Mrs. Lillard steadfastly in¬ 
sists her knowledge of carpentry 
was gained as she went along. 

“And I’m a good cook, too,” 
she adds. 


HOMEMAKER—In effort to cut cost of new home, Mr. and Mrs. 
George H. Lillard (she is in Dept. 250 at SD) decided to build it 
themselves. They are shown with son James, 9, and his dog, 
Pumpkin, in doorway. Nearby are all the tools they required. 
Contractor wanted $10,000 to build, but they expect to complete 
for outlay of $4,500. 


NEARLY READY—Lillards are shown in front of five-room home 
in Bostonia as it neared completion. For last few months Mrs. 
Lillard has worked in spare time alone, as husband's health pre¬ 
vented him from helping. 


Cooling Device, Rigged to Re-Use 
Water, Aids in FW Conservation 


Some people may swelter in the 
Texas heat, but not A. E. Mc¬ 
Gregor, Industrial Security guard 
at Convair FW Division. He’s 
found a way to keep his home 
cool and save water for Fort 
Worth—all for a mere $13. 

McGregor has rigged up what 
he calls a “farm boy contraption” 
with a five-gallon paint bucket, a 
water float, pump, tubing, a nail 
or two and a sheet of metal. 

It works like this: water is 
piped into two cooling pads in 
windows in McGregor’s home. The 
water that circulates through 
these pads comes back through 


small tubes to the bucket that is 
nailed to the side of the house. 
The water, by means of a pump, 
then goes back up to the pads. 

This redistribution, as simple 
as it is, saves McGregor—and 
Fort Worth—300 to 400 gallons 
of water per day, or 12,000 gal¬ 
lons per month. 

Not only does he save water. 
He saves' plenty on his water bill. 

McGregor said he developed the 
system a few days after August 
C. Esenwein, FW Division Man¬ 
ager, urged Convair employees to 
cooperate with the City Council 
program for water conservation. 


IT GOES IN HERE—A. E. McGregor, guard at FW, demon¬ 
strates his self-devised water circulating system that keeps coolers 
cooling but doesn't waste water. 
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TRAFFIC BEATER—Skimming to work at Convair Fort Worth is F. J. Owen of Dept. 47, who. so 
far as Convairiety knows, is only commuter using this type of transportation. Photo was taken be¬ 
fore some "meanest thief" lifted his motor and temporarily "grounded" him. 


Sea-Going Commuter 
Balked by Boat Thief 


Some Convair FW folks may 
tear their hair over detoured 
roads and general traffic con¬ 
ditions getting to and from work, 
but F. J. Owen always laughed 
at traffic problems. That is, un¬ 
til a week ago. 

For until that time, the Dept. 
47 assembler beat the traffic 

< - . .— ^ 

problem by commuting to work 
in a boat—via Lake Worth. 

It took him only about nine 
minutes to race his 14-foot out¬ 
board runabout from his home 
near the Casino bridge to a cove 


near the plant where there was 
no parking problem. 

Conventional landlocked drivers 
could boast of covering the dis¬ 
tance in 30 or 45 minutes at best. 

Owen’s traffic problems were 
nil until he left home one morn¬ 
ing to board the ‘‘Marie” for his 
quick dash to work. 

Someone had “lifted” his traf¬ 
fic beater! 

Owen searched Lake Worth and 
finally turned up the boat a day 
later—minus the motor. 

After a week, Owen has about 
given up the search for his miss¬ 
ing outboard and has put in his 
order for another. 





Pomona Pair 
22 Homeless 

Convair Pomona’s Larry Scher¬ 
er (Dept. 31) and his wife, Midd, 
have their own special ‘formula 
for keeping young. In the past 
20 years, they have served as 
foster parents at various times 
for a total of 22 homeless chil¬ 
dren. 

“It all started soon after we 
were married, while I was serving 
in the Navy,” Scherer recalled. 
“I broke into a nearby house to 
rescue a baby that had been 
abandoned for three days. We 
kept the child until its father 
came home from overseas and 
was released from the Navy, 
about a year later. 

“Then we found that we really 
missed the child, but soon after¬ 
ward we heard of another child 
in need of a home and we took 
it in. We’ve been following the 
same pattern ever since.” 

The Scherers have never adopt¬ 
ed any of their foster children. 
They prefer to give them a home 
until their own homes are re¬ 
established, or until a permanent 
foster home can be arranged. 

“Giving up one of our children 
always leaves a void in our lives, 
and we’ve found that the best 
remedy is to find another child 
as soon as possible,” Scherer 
said. “We have considered adopt¬ 
ing practically every child we’ve 
had, but we’ve always felt that 
if we did we might hear of an¬ 
other child which needed our help 
and then we wouldn’t be able to 
do anything about it. 

“In addition, the real parents 
of our children often re-establish 
their homes, and when they do 
they usually want their children 
back. It wouldn’t be fair to them 
or the children for us to keep 
them.” 

Scherer believes—and Convair¬ 
iety agrees—that he probably has 
purchased more baby beds and 
children’s clothing than any other 
private citizen in the state. 

“Anytime we buy anything for 
one of the children it becomes his 
property, and when he leaves us 
everything that’s his goes with 
him,” Scherer said. “Almost in¬ 
variably the children come to us 
with only the clothing they are 
wearing, so each one gets a com¬ 
plete new outfit.” 

Scherer and his wife believe 
that the first few years of a 
child’s life are the most import¬ 
ant, and that homelife during this 
period will determine to a great 
extent the child’s future. 

“We both came from happy 
homes, and we know how import¬ 
ant they are,” Scherer said. “So 
we feel that if we can give these 
youngsters a good start, they 
will have fewer worries in the 
future.” 

The Scherers have kept chil¬ 
dren for as little as six months, 
and for as long as four or five 
years. In the past they have had 
as many as three in their home 
at one time, but for the past 10 
years they have had only one at 


MORGAN AND NUZUM 
TO TRAVEL EAST 

President Fred P. Morgan and 
Secretary Joe Nuzum will repre¬ 
sent the Convair Pomona Man¬ 
agement Club at the national con¬ 
vention of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Foremen Sept. 23 through 
26 in Milwaukee, 


Help Raise 


Children 


a time. 


“One is about all we can do 
justice to,” Scherer explained. 

When a child leaves the Scher¬ 
ers to go to a new home, within 
a month they usually have found 
another child in need of their 
help. 

“They aren’t hard to find,” 
Scherer said. “We read about 
them in the papers, friends tell 
us about them, and in some cases 
parents have heard about us and 
have asked us to take their chil¬ 
dren temporarily until they can 
recover from whatever difficul¬ 
ties they are having. 

“Only once have we failed to 
find another child immediately 
after letting one go. That time 
we grew so lonesome that we ap¬ 
plied to a children’s home and 
they were glad to let us take a 
child.” 

The Scherers have one child of 
their own, 17-year-old Sonya. 

Regardless of how short or long 
the stay of any of the 22 children 
in their home, the Scherers still 
think of them all as their chil¬ 
dren, and the children think of 
the Scherer’s home as their own. 

“Some of them are grown now, 
and one of our boys recently com¬ 
pleted his tour of duty in the 
Army,” Scherer said. “We re¬ 
ceive letters from some of them 
regularly, and Christmas cards 
from almost all of them every 
year. The boy who was with us 
just before the one we have now 
lives only eight blocks away, and 
he drops in regularly twice a 
week to have breakfast with us.” 

Scherer sees nothing unusual or 
outstanding about caring for so 
many children. (Convairiety dis¬ 
agrees). 

“We love children, and we re¬ 
ceive pleasure from helping them 
get started and having them in 
our home. It wouldn’t be home 
without toys all over the place 
and a youngster there to meet 
me when I get home from work,” 
Scherer said. 


SNAPPY SHOT—L. A. Yaggi, Daingerfield photo supervisor who took pictures above, shows dis¬ 
regard for this eight-foot 'gator's weapons as G. F, Russell holds reptile's attention. At right, how¬ 
ever, Joanne Bicknell of Convair Daingerfield keeps a cautious distance. 

Shoes *On the Hoof ’ 


Daingerfield Girl's Dad Ropes 
'Gator, Gives Him Ride in Truck 


If Joanne Bicknell of Convair’s 
Daingerfield Division wants an 
alligator handbag and a pair of 
shoes this fall, she already has 
the makin’s on her father’s farm. 

There’s just one small diffi¬ 
culty. 

The purse and/or shoes are 
still “on the hoof.” 

G. F. Russell, Joanne’s father, 
was returning from a fishing trip 
recently near Cypress in East 
Texas when he saw the alligator 
crawling along the side of the 
road. Russell went to the nearest 
house, got a trace chain and in 
typical Texas cowboy fashion— 
lassoed the reptile. 

With a little help he managed 
to get it into the bed of his pick¬ 
up truck. But evidently the ’gator 
preferred crawling along the 
road. He fought back and bit a 
hole through Russell’s license 
plate. 


An oddity in that region of 
Texas, the alligator is eight feet 
long and weighs between 150 and 
200 pounds. 

If anyone decides they’d like 
an alligator around the house as 
a playmate for the kiddies or 
something, they might contact 
the State Game Department. 
They’re trying to locate a home 
for it! 


‘Honey Bee* Reaches 
18,000 Ft. Altitude 

The “Honey Bee” (Convairiety, 
July 30, 1952), single place plane 
designed by Ken Coward of Dept. 
6 SD as a private venture and 
built by Coward and several as¬ 
sociates, has completed a year of 
test flying during which it has 
been in the air 203 times for a 
total of about 100 hours. Longest 
cross country flight was 1,000 
miles. Maximum altitude reached 
was 18,000 feet. 


CRA'S annual Circus-Picnic is 
this weekend at Del Mar. 


Guard at Pomona Reunited With 
Children After Quarter-Century 


Although only two-thirds over, 
1953 has already been a big year 
for J. G. Bell, Convair Pomona 
guard. For this year Bell was 
reunited with his five children 
after a separation of almost 24 
years. 

“Soon after my first marriage 
broke up, in 1929, I lost all con¬ 
tact with the children,” Bell said. 
“Although I tried to keep track 
of them through friends, I moved 
about over the country for several 
years, and they also moved to a 
different city.” 

Bell eventually settled down in 
Wisconsin, and 12 years ago he 
remarried. It was mostly through 
the efforts of his present wife, 
Mrs. Mamie Bell, that the chil¬ 
dren—now all grown and married 
—were eventually located. 

“My wife did some excellent 
detective work, and discovered 
that all of the children were liv¬ 
ing in the Los Angeles area. She 
even made a trip out here from 
Wisconsin and contacted Emma, 
one of my daughters,” Bell said. 
“That was last March. 


son, who is in the Navy, returned 
to the U. S. about a month ago 
and Bell immediately contacted 
him. 

“That was a happy day,” Bell 
said. 

Bell joined Convair soon after 
arriving in California. Mrs. Bell, 
who remained in Wisconsin to 
dispose of some property, is ex¬ 
pected to arrive soon and they 
will establish a home near Po¬ 
mona—and near the children. 


GROWING FAMILY—A home and love is what Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Scherer of Pomona have given to 22 foster children. They are 
shown with their own daughter, Sonya, 17, and a foster son, 
Stevie, 6, who was adopted by neighbors eight blocks away, and 
Willie, 2 '/ 2i their latest foster child. 


“She not only brought Emma 
back to Wisconsin with her, but 
Emma’s fiance, Archie Johnson, 
accompanied them. Emma and 
Archie were married in our home 
near Minocqua, Wis., on Easter 
Sunday,” Bell said. 

Soon afterward Mr. and Mrs. 
Bell decided to move to Califor¬ 
nia. They wanted to meet the 
remaining four children, and to 
live near all of them. Bell arrived 
in June, and immediately had a 
reunion with three of the four 
other children. The remaining 


REUNION—J. G. Bell of Con¬ 
vair Pomona, reunited with chil¬ 
dren after nearly quarter-century 
separation. 
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CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open to all from 

6 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday. Statewide CRA tournament Sept. 19-20 at CRA ranch. 

.> BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. CRA center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, SU-6921. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular play Friday night at 
CRA center. Master point night second Friday of every month. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, ext. 5141. Regular meeting 7:30 p.m. Sept. 14. Sharp¬ 
shooters will meet Sept. 21 at the CRA center. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second shift 
director. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Tryouts for ‘‘Twilight Walk” 7:30 
p.m. tonight at CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. Plant-wide golf tournament now under 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, Commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night from 
8 to 10 p.m. at Will Rogers Coliseum. Tickets may be obtained at CRA office. 
LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Club meeting 7:30 p.m., 
Sept. 16 at CRA Center. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Activity discon¬ 
tinued until fall. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 
SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Beginners class from 

7 to 8 p.m. Advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Northside Recreation Building, 18 and Harrington 
Sts. Special Saturday dance Sept. 26 from 8:30 to 10:30. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for 
both groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA center. 

SWIMMING—Swimming at Burger’s Lake. Tickets available CRA office, ext. 5141. 
TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Home phone WE-5246. 
Games played Sept. 13 and 22 at 7:30 p.m. CRA center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. plant-wide tournament now 
under way on Forest Park Courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play night Tuesday and 
Thursday from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in City Recreation Building, 215 West Vickery. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 



BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Ballroom Dancing - - Plain and 
Fancy - - Starts Sunday 


CRA ballroom dancing activi¬ 
ties will get under way Sunday, 
Aug. 13, at the CRA center. 

Two classes of instruction will 
be held. A beginners class will 
be at 2 p.m., and instruction in 
South American dances at 4:15. 
Both classes are taught by Earl 
Danielson and China White of the 
Arthur Murray Dance Studio in 
Fort Worth. 

The first 25 couples registered 
will be eligible for the activity 
this fall. They have been noti¬ 
fied by I. M. Pemberton, CRA 
Ballroom Dancing commissioner. 

“Selecting couples for dancing 
has to be done on a basis of 
earliest registrations,” Pember¬ 
ton said. “We want to take care 
of everyone who signs up, but 
we just don’t have the facilities 
right now to do so. 

“That doesn’t mean you should 
give up trying. We always accept 
registrations and we will take 
care of couples as soon as we 
can.” 

Plans are being made for a 
special class for teenagers to 
meet about 10 or 11 a.m. on Sat¬ 
urdays at the CRA center. The 
class will be taught by China 
White. 

“This is a good chance for 
youngsters to learn the right way 
to dance,” Pemberton said. “And 
what could be a better way to 


Mary Ruth Brown 
Is Runnerup 

Mary Ruth Brown, Convair FW 
Dept. 7 employee, was a finalist 
in the Fort Worth Cats Baseball 
Queen contest last week. Miss 
Gaylynn Baker of Cleburne was 
crowned queen. There were nine 
finalists in addition to Miss 
Brown. 


learn than a professional instruc¬ 
tor?” 

Registrations will be taken at 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 



NETSTER—New CRA com¬ 
missioner for tennis is Walter L. 
Bradley, of industrial engineer¬ 
ing department. 

Bradley Heads 
Tennis Activities 

Walter L. Bradley, one of Con- 
vair’s and Fort Worth’s leading 
tennis figures, is now Convair 
Recreation Association commis¬ 
sioner of tennis, it was announced 
this week by J. L. Budros, person¬ 
nel manager. 

Bradley was CRA tennis com¬ 
missioner for some time after 
CRA was organized in 1948. 

He succeeds Terry Stephen, of 
engineering, who resigned after 
his health made it impossible for 
him to continue tennis. 

Said Bradley: “I know I speak 
for all CRA tennis players when 
I say that we’re certainly sorry 
to lose Terry. He has done a 
good job of building up interest 
in tennis, and I can only hope 
to carry on from there.” 



WEIGHT LIFTER—New CRA 
commissioner of weight lifting 
activity is I. B. Hale, manager 
of industrial security. 

Weight Lifters 
Wortc Out Daily 

If some Convair FW employees 
are looking a little healthier and 
more muscular, it may be due to 
exercises the newly-formed 
weight lifting group is perform¬ 
ing daily at the CRA center. 

Headed by I. B. Hale, indus¬ 
trial security chief, as CRA com¬ 
missioner, the group meets from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays. 

“Weight lifting is one of the 
greatest equalizers. It’ll make a 
heavy man lose excess weight 
and help a light man to build 
up his body,” Hale said. 

“We’re stressing the health and 
strength aspects of weight lift¬ 
ing. One just naturally goes with 
the other. If you build up your 
body your health improves.’” 

Hale said the ideal system is 
a thirty-minute workout every 
other day. 

“Shorts, tee shirts, and tennis 
shoes are all the equipment need¬ 
ed,” he said. “CRA supplies the 
weights.” 

Hale hopes to organize a team 
to enter tournaments in Fort 
Worth, Dallas and other cities, 
and possibly to plan a Convair- 
sponsored tournament. 

Approximately 40 men have 
signed up for the new activity. 


Checker Tourney 
Starts Sept. 14 

Convair FW checker players 
will have an opportunity to check 
on their checker playing ability 
when the first and second shift 
elimination flight starts Sept. 14. 

Play will be held during lunch 
periods and will be scheduled by 
zones as designated on CRA 
posters throughout the plant and 
in the CRA office. The point 
system will be used to select the 
two best scores in each zone. 

Interested players may submit 
their names and zone numbers to 
the CRA office, Ext. 5141, by 
Friday, Sept. 11. 

Winners of these flights will 
play in the grand tourney for 
the title of “Checker King.” 

That tourney will be held at 
the CRA Center, 3354 Lackland 
Rd., Oct. 10 and 17. 

Only zone winners are eligible 
to participate. Checkers and 
boards are available at the CRA 
office. 

J. E. Pair, ext. 6116, is CRA 
checker commissioner, and E. J. 
Luedtke, ext. 2100, is checker 
club president. 


Deadline Nears for 
Archery Tournament 

Deadline for the CRA Archery 
Tournament is less than a week 
away. 

Entries must be in the CRA 
office, ext. 5141, by Sept. 15 to 
be eligible for the contest on 
Sept. 19 and 20 at the CRA ranch. 

H. L. Lucas, CRA archery com¬ 
missioner, said the tournament 
is the first statewide invitational 
archery meet CRA has sponsored. 


A WEIGHTY MATTER—J. E. Scarborough, Dept. 44, lifts 100 
pound weight in the newly-formed CRA weight lifting activity. 


CRA Camera Club Sharpshooters 
Aim Lens at Animals Next 


Animals will be the photo¬ 
graphic subject for CRA Camera 
Club sharpshooters in their next 
monthly contest, Stan Orrick, 
commissioner, announced this 
week. 

“Sharpshooters” are amateurs 
who are attempting to improve 
their abilities with a camera by 
fulfilling definite and often dif¬ 
ficult assignments such as might 


Tryouts Today for First 
Play of New Season 

CRA thespians at Convair FW 
will present their first dramatic 
production of the fall season Oct. 
22, 23, 24, 30 and 31. 

The play, “Twilight Walk,” is 
a three-act comedy drama. 

E. S. Brown, CRA Drama com¬ 
missioner, this week announced 
tryouts would be at 7:30 p.m. to¬ 
day and tomorrow (Sept. 9 and 
10) at the CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Drive. 

“You don’t necessarily have to 
have dramatic experience,” said 
Brown. “Just come on out for 
the tryouts.” 

Seven men and six women are 
needed for the play that will be 
directed by Murrel Morris, wife 
of E. W. Morris, Dept. 6-4. 


confront a professional photo¬ 
grapher on the job. 

Last month’s assignment was 
Fort Worth churches at night. 
Taking first prize was J. P. 
House, Dept. 6; second was Joyce 
Hendry; third, T. B. Dewett, 
Dept. 22; and fourth, M. Rogers, 
Dept. 6. 

At the end of the first two 
contests there is a three-way 
tie for first place in point stand¬ 
ing among W. H. Shell, Dept. 
6, House and Mrs. Hendry. 

The “Sharpshooters” will meet 
at the CRA center Sept. 21. 

At the regular meeting of the 
Camera activity Aug. 31, Robert 
Gordon Jones of Tri-Photo stu¬ 
dios of Fort Worth spoke on 
“I’d Rather Be an Amateur.” 

Judging for the quarterly con¬ 
test, including black and white 
and color pictures, will be held 
at the Sept. 14 meeting. A color 
slide exhibit of Virginia City will 
be shown by O. O. Tidwell. 


Gilligan-Hewitt Rites 
To Be on Saturday 

A. E. Gilligan, of Material, at 
Convair FW, and Mary H. Hewitt 
will be married at 10 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday (Sept. 12) at Christ the 
King Episcopal Church in Fort 
Worth. 


CRA Arranges for Youngsters’ 
Dramatic Training at TCU 


Convair youngsters of almost 
all ages now have dramatic class¬ 
es available for them at reduced 
rates through arrangements made 
by Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion with Texas Christian Uni¬ 
versity’s preparatory workship. 

E. S. Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, announced that four 
different courses are planned ac¬ 
cording to age and experience: 

From five through seven years, 
2 to 4 p.m. on Mondays and Wed¬ 
nesdays; for beginners aged eight 
through 12, 6 to 7 p.m. on Mon¬ 
days and Wednesdays, and 4 to 
5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs¬ 
days. 

For advanced students aged 
eight through 12, classes will be 
from 4 to 5 p.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. 

For the ’teeners, 13 through 
16, classes will be from 9 to 11 
a.m. each Saturday. 

Classes will be at TCU. By 
registering through the CRA of¬ 
fice in personnel department, par¬ 
ents may take advantage of a 
reduction from $42 to $32 for 


the semester’s suition. It may be 
paid $16 upon registration and 
$16 in November. 

Registration for the semester 
will be taken only during the 
week Sept. 14 through 18. 

Training will include speech, 
creative dramatics, voice and dic¬ 
tion, recitation, puppetry and the 
like. During the semester, six 
dramatic productions are planned, 
including “The Wizard of Oz” 
in the spring. 


New Square Dance 
Class Will Open on 
Sept. 14 

Convair employees and families 
will have a chance to learn the 
difference between an “alleman- 
de” and a “docey-do” when CRA 
square dancers start their fall 
beginners class for ten weeks be¬ 
ginning Sept. 14 . 

The beginners will dance and 
receive instruction every Monday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced 
hoe-downers will take over from 
8 to 10 p.m. 
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FAMILY FUN—CRA ice skaters gather at Will Rogers Coliseum nightly from 
8 to 10 p.m. for some cool fun. Convair youngsters are: Bobby Huddleston, who 
takes no chances in case of falls and comes equipped with pillow; and Norma Scott, 


Diane Samples, Harlene Kautz, Joan Lapham and Sandra Thomas, in conga line. 
CRA Skating Commissioner Glen Carter plays tunnel for his four-year old son Nick, 
and eight-year old Glenna. Bargain ticket deal described below. 



Club Slingers Near Final Tee; 
Winners Due $500 in Prizes 


With divots flying on every 
course in town, Convair golfers 
this week were going into the 
fourth and final round of the 
annual CRA championship tourn¬ 
ament. 

By and large, the favorites 
were coming through as expected, 
although an upset from time to 
time is noted in the results. 

Third round play was scheduled 
to have been completed by Mon¬ 
day, Sept. 7. Fourth and final 
round to name the winners is due 
to be completed by Monday, Sept. 
14, according to F. F. Foster, 
CRA golf commissioner. 

In the annual tourney, prizes 
worth approximately $500 are at 
stake. 

Third round results reported up 
to press time were these: 

Championship 

Joe Doggett beat J. T. Tyler 3-1. Ray 
Lanham beat George Davis one up. Fred 
Foster beat C. H. Wilson one up. 

First Flight 

M. D. Rhodes beat Joe Morris 5-3. R. 
H. Hands beat J. J. Johnson one up in 
22 holes. Harry Toomer beat W. W. Shel¬ 


ton. E. F. Ferguson beat E. G. Harborne 
6-5. 

Second Flight 

Sam Mills beat W. S. Henderson one up. 
C. L. Harrison beat H. H. Black by de¬ 
fault. C. F. Wilkerson beat K. O’Brien 
3-2. M. A. Stevens beat L. E. Maxwell. 

Third Flight 

E. N. Morris beat E. F. Parham, 3-2. 
C. J. Jones beat H. H. Walker 5-4. Bill 
Parrish beat J. L. Patros two up. Tom 
Roscoe beat B. N. Walker 4-3. 

Fourth Flight 

A. O. Watson beat H. Weimer 6-4. 
Mike Foster beat E. D. Campbell 2-1. Don 
Bruss beat S. A. Passmore 6-4. John 
White beat Mac Waldrip one up in 19 
holes. 

Consolation Championship Flight 
Buck Roberson beat Jim Topliff by de¬ 
fault. Jim Pratt beat J. L. BJackman 2-1. 
Pratt beat Roberson one up in 19 Holes. 
Bob Gabbe beat L. L. Latham 2 up. E. R. 
Muncy beat Dale Phelan 3-2. 

Consolation First Flight 
A1 Shafrick beat R. P. Cozad. R. H. 
Allmond beat C. B. Mitchella by default. 
Schafrick beat Allmond. C. L. Bowling 
beat R. C. Odom 3-2. C. W. Gattis beat 
Don Nolen 4-3. 

Consolation Second Flight 
H. E. Kincaid beat W. Towery 5-4. W. 
V. Kosiak beat C. R. Monroe 6-4. G. T. 
Noden beat Earl Weiher one up in 19 
holes. 

Consolation Third Flight 
C. J. Johnson beat T. R. Copeland by 
default. H. Pennington beat W. L. J. 
Williams two up. W. B. Bellamy by de¬ 
fault. Budge Lee beat V. C. Polovkas 5-3. 
Consolation Fourth Flight 
R. H. Peters beat Bill Conley 4-3. B. P. 
Johnson beat T. T. Calinson 4-2. 


Management Club Bowling Teams 
Start Winter Play Sept. 18 

The Convair Management Club 
fall bowling league will get under 
way at 6 p.m. Sept. 18 at the 
Bowling Center. 

To date, eight teams consisting 
of five men each have signed 
to bowl. There is still room for 
two more teams. 


Bowling will be on a handicap 
basis and be held every Friday 
night. 

At the end of the 30-week 
league play, trophies will be a- 
warded members of the winning 
team. 

Management Club members 
wishing to bowl and not on a 
team may submit their names 
to J. L. Freeman, ext. 2184, B. E. 
Carrel, ext. 2148, or H. J. Bor- 
geld, ext. 3114. 

A meeting of team captains 
and members will be held at 6 


Archers to Discuss 
Hunting Tomorrow 

Convair FW archers will meet 
at the archery range at 7 p.m. 
tomorrow, Sept. 10, to organize 
a bow and arrow hunting group. 

The archers will discuss the 
hunting of small game. 

H. L. Lucas, CRA Archery 
commissioner, said instructions in 
the fundamentals of bow and ar¬ 
row hunting will be taught. 


p.m. Friday, Sept. 11, at the 
Bowling Center to elect Manage¬ 
ment league officers arid formu¬ 
late rules and regulations for the 
tournament. 


Ice Skate for Season 
At Cost of Only $1 

Bargain rate ice skating for 
only $1 for the entire remain¬ 
der of the year was announced 
this week by CRA Ice Com¬ 
missioner Glen Carter as the 
season opened at Will Rogers 
Coliseum. 

Tickets may be purchased at 
the CRA office in personnel de¬ 
partment. They are available 
for any Convair employee, and 
for members of their immediate 
families, but a separate ticket 
must be obtained for each 
member of the family who in¬ 
tends to skate. 

“We’re anxious to see a lot 
of skaters there,” said Carter, 
“especially so we can begin 
selecting performers for the ice 
show to be given later in the 
year.” 

Skating is from 8 until 10 
p.m. 


Hornets Top Bombers 
In City Crown Play 

The CRA Hornets moved closer 
to a city title last week when 
they nosed out the CRA Bombers 
2-1 with J. S. Poole on the mound 
for the Hornets. 

After winning the Internation¬ 
al League Championship, they 
won their first game in city 
championship playoffs against 
Ralston Purina by forfeit. 

Later they advanced by winn¬ 
ing a two-out-of-three series over 
the Texas Motors nine. Poole and 
“Red” Swinney pitched two vic¬ 
tories, 6-3 and 10-1, and lost one 
14-19. 

After a 9-6 loss to General 
Engineering, the softballers went 
into the consolation bracket of 
city play. 

At press time, the Hornets 
were scheduled to play the winner 
of the Texas Steel and Stanolind 
Aces match, a protest game that 
had to be replayed. 



THEY FALL HERE—Where the dark marbles fall here determines 
exactly which AF inspections will be made on B-36s. Watching the 
roll of the marbles are, left to right, Gordon Porter, AF Quality 
Control; R. L. Williaford, general foreman; M. J. Grace, Inspection 
General Supervisor; S. E. Kelly, chief AF Quality Control. 


Four Netsters Still Favorites 
In CRA Championship Tourney 


Thirty-one Convair racket 
wielders took to the Forest Park 
courts last week to battle it out 
for the championship tennis tro¬ 
phies CRA awards annually. 

Men’s singles and women’s sin¬ 
gles got under way concurrently, 
and were expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of this week, 
according to Walter Bradley, 
CRA tennis commissioner. 

Men’s doubles, women’s doubles 
and mixed doubles play were to 
follow. 

In the men’s singles, Frank 
Caldarola, Phil Mahaffey, Oscar 
Hood and Bradley appeared like¬ 
ly to battle it out for final honors. 

In men’s doubles, favorites a- 
mong 22 contenders were Roy 
Harrison and Tom Love; Calda¬ 
rola and Mahaffey; and Hood and 
Bradley. Hood and Bradley may 
have an edge, since they turned 
in Class B championship records 
in men’s doubles the previous 
week in city play. 

Among the nine women con¬ 
tenders, Convair employees, Con¬ 


vair wives and Convair daughters 
were set to slug it out. Top 
ranking players include Wilma 
Miller, Jeanine Jackson, Jacque¬ 
line Inman and Rita Schavone. 

Pre-tournament talk favored 
the Miller-Jackson combination 
for women’s doubles play, and the 
Bradley-Miller duet in mixed 
doubles. 


1953 CRA Tennis 
Season Nears Close 

With close of the current CRA 
tennis tournament, organized 
CRA tennis play will be discon¬ 
tinued for the season, according 
to Walter Bradley, new CRA ten¬ 
nis commissioner. 

Bradley, however, urged play¬ 
ers to keep themselves fit during 
the winter months by participa¬ 
tion in CRA’s badminton activity, 
of which Bob Sprague is commis¬ 
sioner. Information may be ob¬ 
tained in the CRA office, person¬ 
nel department, ext. 5141. 


It’s No Game, but Quality Checks 
Hinge on Roll of Red Balls 


A wooden paddle and 400 red 
and white marbles now help Air 
Force Quality Control personnel 
stationed at Convair FW division 
accomplish “262 inspections” in 
B-36s on a scientific sampling 
basis which saves both time and 
money for the U. S. taxpayer. 

In years past, AF 262 inspec¬ 
tion (conducted before the AF 
accepts the aircraft for AF flight 
test) has been performed by 
crews of men making hundreds 
of inspections of the same items 
over and over again on each and 
every airplane. 

“These inspections—going on 
for months and years on the same 
items—are somewhat of a waste 
of time and effort,” explains S. E. 
Kelly, chief of AF Quality Con¬ 
trol, “because it is reasonable 
to expect that Convair crews 
doing that work satisfactorily for 
all that time will continue to do 
so. 

“So — with this scientific 
sampling technique — we now 
make inspections only on specific 
parts, undesignated beforehand.” 

It is in determining which 
items on a particular aircraft 
will be inspected that the wooden 
paddle and the 400 red and white 
marbles are used. 

It works like this: wooden pad¬ 
dles with 40 slots are placed in 
a box filled with 320 white balls 
and 80 red ones. 

The paddle is scooped into the 
box so the balls fill the holes, 
each one of which represents an 
area of the B-36. Each area rep¬ 
resented by a red ball is then in¬ 
spected thoroughly. The process 
results in a check of approximate¬ 
ly 20 per cent of the areas. 

The amount of inspection ac¬ 
complished on each airplane may 
be increased or decreased by 
changing the proportion of white 
and red balls. This ratio is 


based on improved or lowered 
quality revealed by the inspec¬ 
tions as compared to inspections 
made on previous airplanes. 

This means if quality is high, 
inspection need not be so intense. 
If quality is not as high as de¬ 
sired, the percentage of red balls 
is increased and inspection is 
stepped up until the desired level 
of quality is attained. 



iisJl L 

SO HE CHECKS HERE— 
Gordon Porter, of AF Quality 
Control, makes B-36 check pre¬ 
determined by roll of the mar¬ 
bles in the box at left. 
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RB-36D Adapted as Mother Ship For Jet Fighter-Type Aircraft 



RECOVERY—While RB-36D cruises on course, "parasite" F-84F nuzzles toward 
its "flying hangar." Photos show step by step how airplane recovery is accom¬ 
plished. Development marks first known device of flying, a full-sized combat aircraft 


from a mother ship. An Air Force, Convair-built RB-36D demonstrated new ar¬ 
rangement this month at National Aircraft Show at Dayton, Ohio. Device has been 
under development at FW Division for a long time. 




Billion Dollar Backlog 
Estimated For Convair 
In Six-Month Analysis 

Unfilled orders and those being negotiated and ex¬ 
pected to mature will bring Convair’s unfinished business 
to more than a billion dollars, the company estimated this 
month in a report on operations for the first six months 



CONCRETE MUFFLER—W. L. Dittmann of Dept. 6 SD inspects 
sound stream silencers on second deck of new $90,000 sound sup¬ 
pressor at SD Division. 


Silencer Completed to Combat 
Noise of Testing F-102 Jets 


of 1953. 

John Jay Hopkins, chairman of 
the Convair Board of Directors, 
reported that although 1953 profit 
before taxes probably will show 
an improvement over 1952, the 
improvement probably will be 
balanced by the fact that a 
greater portion of the 1953 gross 
profits ,will be subject to excess 
profits tax and the net result 
may be reflected in a net profit 
for 1953 in the neighborhood of 
that for 1952. 

80 Reserve Officers 
Inspect SD Factory 

Eighty U. S. Naval Reserve 
officers visited Convair SD Aug. 
25 as part of an annual seminar 
sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research. They were greeted by 
Capt. C. W. Stirling USN, Bur¬ 
eau of Aeronautics representa¬ 
tive at Convair SD, and Division 
Manager B. F. Coggan. Staff 
Engineer E. G. Stout was in 
charge of directing the party 
through the plant. 


During the first half of fiscal 
1953, Convair’s net sales totaled 
$194,254,574, an increase of $10,- 
418,779 over the same period in 
1952. 

Income before federal taxes 
amounted to $8,855,728 during 
this period, compared to $7,374,- 
196 the previous year. However, 
net income after federal taxes 
during this six months was $3,- 
573,728 as compared to $4,012,196 
for the corresponding time in 
1952. 


XC-99 and B-36 Share 
Texas Spotlight 

The giant XC-99 cargo trans¬ 
port was again the center of at¬ 
traction when it went on display 
last Monday (Sept. 7) at an open 
house celebration at Kelly AFB, 
Texas. 

Visitors were allowed to view 
the interior of the Convair-built 
cargo carrying champion. Ex¬ 
terior views were allowed of a 
Convair-built B-36. 


Convair SD has put a king- 
sized silencer on its jet engine 
test stand located on the seaplane 
ramp. 

The 100-ton sound suppressor, 
largest single-unit suppressor in 
the San Diego area, will be used 
when jet engines for Convair’s 
F-102 delta-wing supersonic in¬ 
terceptors are undergoing tests, 
according to B. F. Coggan, SD 
Division manager. 

Built at a cost of $90,000, the 
semi-portable installation consists 


of precast concrete panels, some 
of which weigh 20 tons. 

The exhaust silencer is 65 feet 
long, 16 feet wide and 25 feet 
high. It utilizes a secondary air 
augmentation duct through which 
300 pounds of air per second can 
be pumped to cool the exhaust 
gases. 

Coggan pointed out that the 
muffler does not affect engine 
efficiency, permitting power plant 
technicians to run all necessary 
tests. 


B-36s Roaming 
Far Afield 

Air Force B-36s gave rise to 
speculation throughout the world 
and made headlines throughout 
the United States week before 
last when the Air Force an¬ 
nounced they were on training 
missions in the Far East. 

AF reports published in the 
U. S. said that they were teamed 
with other warplanes in “realistic 
ccmbat-type” exercises. 

But it did not disclose the 
number of 36s involved, nor the 
duration of the exercises. Yokota 
Air Base near Tokyo, where sev¬ 
eral of the bombers landed, is 
only 700 miles from Vladivostok, 
a key Russian port. Other B-36s 
landed at other undisclosed Far 
East bases. 

Esenwein to Speak 
On Weapons Systems 

“Weapons Systems” in the Air 
Force’s new weapons system 
management concept will be dis¬ 
cussed by August C. Esenwein, 
Convair vice-president and FW 
Division manager, at the Sept. 16 
meeting of the Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club. 

The meeting will be at 6 p.m. 
at Lake Worth Casino, and will 
be kicked off by a steak dinner. 
Tickets are $1.50 each. 



CARNIVAL TIME—August meeting of Convair SD Management Club devel¬ 
oped some gay scenes as Quality Control put on its annual carnival. Highlight was 
pelting "favorite" inspectors with rubber bricks, such as at center top where Bob 
Brown and Larry Lawson are at target end of firing, line. Girls at left were part 


of floor show. At rig,ht M. C. Val Dez, safety supervisor, is shown receiving Mug 
o' the Month from Jack Bryant in recognition of faithful and talented service to 
club and company. Photos in center give some idea of highly original and novel 
decorations cooked up by Quality Control crowd. 
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CONTRAST—PT-I, built by Consolidated back in ’20s, is shown at air show at Dayton with RB-36 
in background, offering, a startling contrast illustrating 30 years of aviation. Shown are E. D. Mathis, 
project engineer on Ficon, W. T. Alvis of FW contracts, and John Crotty of FW engineering. 


Convair Role in Building 
Supersonic Bomber Told 

Convair’s increased responsibilities under the new 
weapons system management 1 concept are a new and real 
challenge to Convair management. 

That was a warning issued by August C. Esenwein, 
FW Division manager, before some 800 members of the 
Convair Management Club i n monthly meeting at the 
Casino last week. 


RB-36 'Mother 
Ship' Performs 

One of Convair’s earliest planes 
— a PT-1 built about 1924 — 
served to emphasize Convair’s 
latest accomplishments at the La¬ 
bor Day weekend National Air¬ 
craft Show at Dayton, Ohio. 

The PT-1, a two-seated trainer 
produced for the Air Force by 
Consolidated^ Aircraft Corp. at 
Buffalo, N. Y., was , viewed by 
thousands who also inspected a 
late model RB-36 parked beside 
it. 

The trainer, originally powered 
by a 180-horsepower Hispano- 
Suiza, has a wingspan of 35 feet. 
Its cruising speed was 90 miles 
per hour. 

B - 36s also featured in two 
other highlights of the show, 
which drew an attendance of 195,- 
000 in its three-day run. 

Hit of the show was a demon¬ 
stration of the RB-36’s newest 
role as a “landing strip” in the 
blue for F-84F jet fighter planes. 

At exactly 3:47 p.m. on each 
day, the RB-36 with Flight Capt. 
Ray Fizgerald at the controls and 
a Convair crew aboard, roared 
ever the crowds with the F-84F 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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The drive coincides with open¬ 
ing of the 1953 Fort Worth-Tar- 
lant County United Fund Cam¬ 
paign for $1,420,395.41, a 4% per 
cent increase over the previous 
year, due largely to increased 
costs and addition of several 
agencies to the plan. 

At press time, a special com¬ 
mittee and the Con-Trib-Club 
board of directors were making 
serious study of increased agency 
requests, especially in view of 
the fact that most Con-Trib-Club 
money in 1953-54 will go to help 


The new concept was developed 
bv the Air Force. Its trial at 
FW Division in the current han¬ 
dling of all pre-production activi¬ 
ties incident to the design, de¬ 
velopment and production of the 
AF’s fi v st supersonic bomber is 
the f’-st time in the nation this 
concept has been used on a wea¬ 
pons system of this size and 
magnitude. 

“On the B-36,” Esenwein stat¬ 
ed, “our responsibility was mostly 
a matter of designing, developing 
and producing an airframe. Al¬ 
most all the other components of 
the airplane—about 50 per cent 
by cost—were supplied by the 
government. 

“Under this new concept, we 
have management responsibility 
for the design, development and 
production of about 90 per cent 
of everything that goes into the 


support the 42 health, welfare, 
civic and educational agencies of 
the United Fund. 

The Con-Trib-Club goal will be 
established only after taking into 
consideration requests for in¬ 
creased funds and other pertinent 
factors, including the fact that 
the plant’s employment is down 
substantially from that of a year 
ago. 

The board which will set the 
goal is made up of five hourly 
and five flat salary employees 
(Continued on Page 2) 


aircraft—virtually everything but 
the engines.” 

In this respect, it was pointed 
out that the end product—the air¬ 
plane—is not the only thing that 
Convair is selling the AF. 

“The AF is buying manage¬ 
ment, as well,” he stated. “It is 
paying Convair to perform a mul¬ 
titude of management functions 
previously performed by agencies 
of the Air Force.” 

He emphasized, however, that 
while Convair has responsibility 
for the ultimate success of the 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Reconditioned 
B-36s Emerge 

Convair-built B-36s which al¬ 
ready had turned in good records 
in Air Force service in recent 
years were going back to the Air 
Force this month in increasing 
numbers—but they weren’t the 
same. 

So far as operating is con¬ 
cerned, they’re at least as good 
as they were when they were 
new. 

All this means that the Fort 
Worth Division’s SAM-SAC pro¬ 
gram is in high gear. 

“And on schedule within bud¬ 
geted cost,” according to E. E. 
Finch, assistant modernization 
manager. 

More than 1,500 employees are 
now engaged in the program in 
the modernization departments 
(the “90s,” 91, 92, 93, 94 and 95) 
directed by manager K. A. Day, 
and in the factory departments 
assigned SAM-SAC work. 

In brief, the SAM-SAC pro¬ 
gram involves heavy maintenance 
on B-36 aircraft and their con¬ 
tinual improvement and modern¬ 
ization. 

The only -parts removed and 
replaced by new parts are those 
(Continued on page 8) 


Short But Intensive Campaign 
For Con-Trib Members Slated 

Sign once for all! 

That’s the slogan again next month when all Convair 
FW Division employees will be solicited for 1953-54 parti¬ 
cipation in the Convair Employees’ Con-Trib-Club program. 

August C. Esenwein, division manager and C-T-C 
president, announced that the campaign will be a short but 
intensive drive of only one week, beginning Monday, Oct. 


On Turboprop 


For Air Force 


The U.S. Air Force has ordered two turboprop military 
transports from Convair. 

Both will be model 340 Convair-Liners equipped with 
General Motors XT-56 Allison gas turbine engines swing¬ 
ing Aeroproducts propellers. 


One of the planes already is 
at Fort Worth for conversion, 
Gen. Joseph T. McNamey, Con¬ 
vair president, announced. The 
second plane will be flown from 
San Diego to FW in November. 

Ultimate production versions 
of the plane will develop 3750 
equivalent shaft horsepower each, 
giving the new transports a total 
of 7500 horsepower per plane. 
This compares with a total of 
4800 horsepower developed by 
two piston engines on present 
commercial Convair-Liners. 

The increased power of the 
turboprop engines, which essen¬ 
tially are jet power-plants har¬ 
nessed to propellers, will provide 
the military planes with a top 
speed considerably higher than 
the 315 miles per hour of the cur¬ 
rent Convair-Liners, and also will 
allow substantially increased 
gross weight over the 47,000- 
pound rating of the commercial 
transport. 

“Award of this contract indi¬ 
cates that the Air Force is fully 
aware of the immediate need to 
accelerate this country’s turbo¬ 


prop airplane program,” McNar- 
ney said. “It is also evidence 
that the United States is emerg¬ 
ing from the ‘talking’ stage into 
the ‘acting’ phase of turboprop 
development.” 

He termed the order “an im¬ 
portant step in the development 
of turboprop transports for mili¬ 
tary operations,” adding that “the 
higher speeds, increased payloads 
and reduced operating costs af¬ 
forded by turboprop engines will 
mean increased air lifting power 
for the United States as further 
expansion occurs in the turboprop 
field.” 

While recognizing the “tre¬ 
mendous potentialities” for both 
turbojet and turboprop air trans¬ 
portation, Convair is on record 
as favoring earliest development 
of the turbine-propeller type. Mc- 
Narney said this is because tur¬ 
boprops have “added capabilities 
and operational flexibility lor 
low altitude, short range opera¬ 
tion without the high economy 
penalty associated with the tur¬ 
bojet, and provide economical op¬ 
eration for long ranges.” 


i 

tim. 


PORTABLE—New portable C-O-Two cart built at Convair FW 
is demonstrated, to cal! attention to Fire Prevention Week. Cart is 
present at engine runs and can go into action even before nearby 
fire truck can get under way. 


Special Inspections of FW Plant 
To Mark Fire Prevention Week 


Although every week is fire prevention week at Con¬ 
vair FW division, a special plantwide inspection will be 
made during the week of Oct. 4-10 in recognition of Na¬ 
tional Fire Prevention Week. 

August C. Esenwein, division 


manager, announced that each 
superintendent, accompanied by 
Chief C. H. Jones and other fire 
department officers, will make a 
personal on-the-spot inspection of 
all areas in his jurisdiction. 

“Although we already exercise 
every reasonable precaution we 
can think of,” he explained, “it 
is likely that a new and fresh 
look at the entire plant will turn 
up some ideas for further im¬ 
proving our fire prevention pro¬ 
gram. 

“That’s the purpose behind the 
inspection. 

“And if we come up with even 
one idea which might save us 


from a fire, it will have been 
worth the effort.” 

Chief Jones, a veteran of 35 
years in fire fighting work, point¬ 
ed out that “fire fighting, as 
such” is a comparatively minor 
portion of his department’s work. 

“We don’t sit around the sta¬ 
tion waiting for a fire alarm,” he 
explained. “Most of our men 
spend their time checking over 
the entire reservation—both in¬ 
side and out — to spot fire 
hazards, or standing by in spots 
where disastrous fire might de¬ 
velop. 

“When it comes to an airplane 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Service Pins 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, M. C. Boies. 
Dept. 6, F. C. Hopton-Jones, J. A. 
Jones, J. S. Lewis, W. M. Slifer. Dept. 

9, B. A. Gamble. G. A. Jones, B. C. 
Simmons, J. W. Swackhamer. 

Dept. 20, L. J. McMurry, T. L. Tittle. 
Dept. 22, J. G. Ashley, A. R. Dixson, 
R. P. Ezell, R. L. Helton, T. L. King, 
M. E. Nellis, C. H. Ross, H. Stricklin. 
Dept. 24, R. L. Dodson. 

Dept. 25, W. S. Card, J. D. Moreland, 

V. J. C. Tolliver. Dept. 27, G. E. Symm. 
Dept. 29, J. Wardlaw. Dept. 31, A. P. 
Ash, G. E. Collier, B. E. Laurent, J. M. 
Littlejohn, C. V. Henshaw. 

Dept. 44, B. C. Owens. Dept. 45, 
H. E. Buchanan. Dept. 46, S. B. Nesky. 
Dept. 47, C. O. Bunnell, S. W. Keller. 
Dept. 48, T. R. Bennett, W. Ralston. 
Dept. 50, J. Fry, H. P. Haasch, C. D. O. 
Porter, J. J. Sewell, L. W. Todd. 

Dept. 60, B. G. Slater. Dept. 61, J. M. 
Palmour. Dept. 63, F. A. Adams, L. L. 
Ballard. Dept. 64, J. F. Batson, E F. 
Miller. Dept. 65, J. A. B’yrd, Q. Car- 
roll, L. D. Cornelius. 

Dept. 76, J. A. Harrell. Dept. 81, 

G. S. Adams, B. E. Boutwell, C. G. 
Morrow. Dept. 82, T. Briggs, H. G. 
Dowdey, W. O. Frantzen, H. S. Merritt, 

H. H. Reynolds. Dept. 91, S. C. Atchi¬ 
son, V. H. Kadel. Dept. 92, T. E. King, 
Jr. Dept. 94, W. E. Chesser, W. B. 
McQuien. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, D. A. Wood¬ 
ward. Dept. 4, L. A. Savage, H. T. 
Spurlock, C. F. S. Turner. Dept. 6, 

J. P. Castleberry, P. G. Johnson, R. G. 
Peck, H. W. Rosenberg. 

Dept. 9, E. L. Ferguson. Dept. 11, 

I. P. McClure. Dept. 15, E. M. Irvin. 
Dept. 20, W. E. Ledbetter, J. D. Rat¬ 
liff. Dept. 22, C. M. Ferguson, E. L. 
McMurray, E. M. Rexroat. 

Dept. 25, R. J. Barnes, C. T. Brown, 

W. P. Bryant, M. T. Gamble, O. V. 
Gipson. Dept. 27, W. E. Dwiggins, Jr., 
H. G. Harris. Dept. 29, J. H. Anderson. 

Dept. 30, J. O. Booker, J. M. Curlee, 
O. B. C. Davis, H. F. Hanvey, J. E. 
Jones, W. B. Warren. Dept. 31, R. L. 
Burge, O. R. Estes, L. M. Peschel, J. T. 
Pulliam, Jr., G. E. Stewart, K. J. Stew- 

ai Dept. 43, G. O. Bidwell, L. A. Cox, 
A Davis, B. D. Freudiger. Dept. 44, 
W. C. Lain, J. G. McConathy, J. P. 
Sanders, G. L. Simmons, Jr,, W. J. 
Stutt, W. F. Torbett. TT 

Dept. 45, D. D. Dotson, E. E. Howard, 
T. J. King, P. L. Sager. Dept. 46, R. C. 
Dunham. Dept. 47, R. O. Mabry, F. J. 
Ramsey, R L. Tucker. . 

Dept. 48, J. C. Hubble, W. B. Light- 
foot, H. E. Mickelson, C. C. Morrow, 

C. D. Robinson, R. R. Venable, B. M. 
Wetsel. Dept. 64, W. A. Stelter. Dept. 
47, I. E. M. Dossey. 

Dept. 75, A. W. Brunson. Dept. 76, 

K. H. Arwine. Dept. 81, D. Hinson. 
Dept. 82, L. J. Giesen. Dept. 91, E. W. 
Bauman, C. D. Evans, J. F. Slavin. 
Dept. 92, A. F. Butler. Dept. 93, R. S. 
Ellington, J. M. Griffin, D. L. Milligan. 
Dept. 95, G. H. Adams. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year pins: Dept. 1, R. H. Murphy. 
Dept. 2, B. L. Austin. Dept. 3, J. T. 
Carroll, Jr. Dept. 5, J. Rust. Dept. 8, 

L. J. Stewart. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 2, Division Manager: to status 
planning liaison man, J. A. Hendry. 

Dept. 4, Material: to material liaison 
man. L. G. Polk, R. L. Banks, V. F. 
Sisk, W. E. Strother, J. C. Daniel. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior oper¬ 
ations analyst, F. K. Conle’y, to senior 
propulsion engineer, I. G. Kennon, Jr., 
to propulsion engineer, P. J. Kendall, 
to aerophysics engineer senior, F. W. 
Donaldson, to projects aerophysics en¬ 
gineer, E. L. Zeiller, to senior design 
engineer, W. C. Stone, H. E. Carpender, 

D. E. Takes, W. J. Peters. 

To design engineer, G. S. Rozos, J. F. 
Fischer, Jr., L. G. lneaprera, G. P. 
Stidham, to senior propulsion engineer, 
R. L. Pons, to engineering writer, L. 
Crader, to flight test engineer, A. G. 
Mitchell. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tool Man¬ 
agement: to development analyst, H. M. 
Jones. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to accounting su¬ 
pervisor, W. C. Jay, Jr. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool design ana¬ 
lyst, J. N. Banks, to tool project en¬ 
gineer, C. Allen, Jr., J. P. Crabb ; to 
tool and operation planning supervisor, 
W. S. Gay, to tooling analyst, H. Penn, 
Jr. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: to tech¬ 
nical assistant supervisor, H. T. Barr. 

Dept. 26, Outside Production: to out¬ 
side production control supervisor, N. L. 
Johnson. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to in¬ 
spection supervisor, group V, O. T. 
Harrell, to inspection genei'al supervisor, 
group III, W. Olson, to departmental 
assistant, B. P. Toudouze. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to process 
analyst, W. M. Young. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: to 
inspection supervisor group III, F. O. 
Young. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to general 
foreman, C. E. Roeder. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: to senior elec¬ 
tronic equipment engineer, C. T. Small. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, K. 
Kimbrough, A. D. Miller. 

Dept. 94, Modernization: to Foreman 
Group V, H. L. Dees. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$735.23 for the period ending Sept. 14, 
1953: 

Dept. 4, Material: O. C. Mclntire. 
Dept. 9, Accounting: C. E. Galloway, 
T. L. Smith. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: J. B. 
Smith. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: M. J. Butler. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: J. E. 
Wood. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: J. L. White, 
E. E. Ravey. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
B. J. Van Trease. 

Dept. 60, Flight Preparation: W. H. 
Nicklas. 

Dept. 63, Field Operations Moderniza¬ 
tion : R. J. Burda. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
M. M. Cannon. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. A. E. Calhoun, wife of the late 
A. E. Calhoun, of Convair FW Dept. 31, 
wishes to express her thanks and those 
of her family to the many Convair em¬ 
ployees for their assistance and sympa¬ 
thies during their recent bereavement. 

R. Willingham, Dept. 63, L. C. Will¬ 
ingham, Dept. 81, and O. L. Willing¬ 
ham, Dept. 63, wish to thank Convair 
employees for their sympathies and as¬ 
sistance upon the occasion of the death 
of their mother. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

PLUSKEY—Son, Mark Conger, 3 lbs. 
14 oz., born Aug. 30 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. S. Pluskey of Contracts. 


Short, Intense 
Con-Trib-Club 
Drive Planned 

(Continued from Page 1) 
plus the division manager as 
chairman. 

The campaign will be for 
pledges for the period Dec. 1, 
1953, through November, 1954, as 
present payroll deduction author¬ 
izations continue until the end of 
November. 

The Con-Trib-Club goal, along 
with tentative plans as to how 
the money donated by Convair 
employees is to be distributed, 
will be fully detailed in the next 
issue of Convairiety. 

At end of the first year of 
operation of Con-Trib-Club, these 
disbursements had been made* 

Community Chest: $59,000.00. 

City-County Hospital Polio 
Ward: $12,948.90. 

Red Cross: $32,300.00. 

American Cancer Society: 
$7,000.00. 

Crippled Children’s Society: 
$3,700.00. 

Tuberculosis Society: $6,600.00. 

American Heart Association: 
$4,600.00. 

Goodwill Industries: $3,000.00. 

Fort Worth Safety Council: 

$ 2 , 000 . 00 . 

Total: $131,148.90. 

This total compares with $165.- 
830.84 contributed by employees 
during the period, and left an 
unallocated balance of $34,681.94. 
This subsequently was used to 
establish the new Convair em¬ 
ployees’ Con-Trib-Club Emergen¬ 
cy Aid Fund, and the remainder 
is available for possible other 
charities. 

Also building up unallocated 
funds at the end of the fiscal 
year was the fact that Con-Trib- 
Club originally had planned $11,- 
900 for the Crusade for Freedom, 
but that organization thus far 
has not conducted its annual cam¬ 
paign. 

Of the organizations listed 
above as receiving Con-Trib-Club 
funds in 1952-53, all but two are 
now included in the United Fund 
and will be covered by whatever 
contribution the club makes in 
1953-54 to United Fund. Not in¬ 
cluded are the City-County Hos¬ 
pital Polio Ward and the Tuber¬ 
culosis Society. 

“Every penny was handled ex¬ 
actly as employees indicated,” he 
stated. 

Employees wanting additional 
information on either Con-Trib- 
Club or the Fort Worth-Tarrant 
County United Fund are invited 
to contact the employee services 
section. 


^ CohOaiHetif + 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



Convair Quality Leader of Month 

Department 31-1 

MONTH OF AUG. 1953 


AUGUST WINNER—Banner which signifies best job in quality control during month at Convair 
FW is displayed by Dept. 31-1 which received award for biggest improvement among all departments 
in plant in quality of parts presented for inspection. Shown at presentation are Wes Magnuson, fab¬ 
rication superintendent; General Foreman E. G. Henderson; J. Y. McClure, manager of quality control. 


First Aid Training to Start at FW 
For 800 as Part of Civil Defense 


Approximately 800 Convair FW 
Division employees will learn all 
about tourniquets, pressure points 
and the like when first aid train¬ 
ing, the second phase of the Civil 
Defense program, gets under way 
Monday, Sept. 28. 

The six-hour course will in¬ 
struct first-shift employees in 
basic treatments for lacerations, 
fractures, burns and shock. 

Upon completion of these 
classes, instruction will begin in 
specialized civil defense training, 
including fire fighting, guarding 
and rescue work. Earlier training 
was indoctrination in the plan 
and its whys and wherefores. 

Employees taking the training 
aie determined according to 
zones. FW Division is divided 
into 20 areas, each supervised by 
an area captain who directs 
activities of zone lieutenants. Six 
per cent of employees in each 
zone are being trained as auxil¬ 
iary workers. 

The program requires an aver- 

Convair Bomber 
Role Described 

(Continued from Page 1) 
entire weapons system, that does¬ 
n’t mean that Convair is going 
into the business of manufactur¬ 
ing thousands of items which 
came previously from subcon¬ 
tractors. 

“It doesn’t,” he said bluntly. 
“But it means that Convair now 
has the responsibility for seeing 
to it that those items are suc¬ 
cessfully designed, developed and 
produced by those in the business 
best able to do the job. 

“That formerly was a job per¬ 
formed by the Air Force.” 

Advantages of this new system 
were cited as these: a better 
airplane, produced cheaper and 
quicker. 

The new system of Convair 
dealing direct with the supplier 
of many of the items in the weap¬ 
ons system, as compared to the 
supplier dealing with the AF, and 
through the AF with Convair, is 
expected to be more satisfactory 
all the way around in arriving at 
the ultimate objective—the super¬ 
sonic bomber. 

At the same time, Esemvein 
warned, it places substantially 
heavier responsibility on Convair. 

“We have the job of seeing that 
these things are properly pro¬ 
duced when we need them at a 
reasonable cost,” he said. “And 
if they’re not, we’ve no one to 
blame but ourselves-^Jfrd no one 
on whom we can fall back for an 
alibi.” 


age of 12 hours training in such 
fields as first aid, demolition and 
clearance, maintenance and re¬ 
pair. 

One special feature of the • a pr©^ 
gram is radio training for guards. 
FW Division has 32 two-way FW 
radio sets in emergency vehicles. 
The control center is located in 
the Industrial Security Building. 
They are tied in with Carswell 
AFB, Texas State Highway De¬ 
partment and the Fort Worth 
Civil Defense office. This allows 
for more thorough protection and 
faster action in case of an emer¬ 
gency. 

“We’re also planning to obtain 
walkie-talkies for area captains 
so they may maintain communi¬ 
cation with the center of opera¬ 
tion,” said C. E. Doering, Civil 
Defense Coordinator. 

RB-36 'Mothers' 

Jet Fighter 

(Continued from Page 1) 
hanging inside the bomb-bay sec¬ 
tion. Exactly eight minutes later, 
the RB-36 returned and launched 
ti e jet fighter in view of the 
crowds. 

Further nation - wide publicity 
for the demonstration is in pros¬ 
pect, since a Life Magazine pho¬ 
tographer with six cameras was 
aboard to shoot pictures of the 
aetial launching. 

Also aboard was an Air Force 
security officer, who took pos¬ 
session of all film shot by the 
cameraman. If and when photo¬ 
graphs are cleared by AF offi¬ 
cials, they may appear in Life. 

Another dramatic mission in¬ 
volving the king-sized bombers 
was at 3:09 p.m. Sept. 6 when 
two B-36s landed after 33-hour 
nonstop flights from Japan. They 
did not refuel. 

They met jet bombers which 
had flown nonstop (with two re¬ 
fueling operations) from Eng¬ 
land. 

Lt. Col. Granville H. Wright, 
one of the B-36 pilots, brought a 
copy of the Saturday afternoon 
Nippon Times and exchanged it 
for a copy of the London Sunday 
Dispatch brought by, Lt. Col. Dick 
Evans, pilot of one of the jets. 

FW Division was well repre¬ 
sented at Dayton, considering the 
flight crew of the RB-36 which 
made the demonstration, plus a 
ground crew which serviced the | 
plane for its missions, and a 
number of others on official busi¬ 
ness in Dayton at the time. 


Help a buddy. Join Con-Trib- 
C lub today. 


Special Fire 
Inspections 

(Continued from Page 1) 
fire, you lose the battle if you 
have to take the time to come 
from ? the fire station. So our 
trucks are kept ready out in the 
yard and on the field nearest the 
spots where aircraft fire might 
develop.” 

Jtnes pointed out that although 
the Fort Worth plant is of fire! 
resistant construction, it never¬ 
theless could be destroyed by fire 
much in the same manner as the 
General Motors Corp.’s transmis¬ 
sion plant in Detroit recently. 

“In that case,” he said, “pub¬ 
lished reports indicated that a 
spark dropped into a pan of 
inflammable cleanser. The flames 
jumped to an oil-soaked conveyor 
belt and from there to the roof. 
The whole plant—about IV 2 mil- 
1 lion square feet—burned to the 
I ground. The loss was estimated 
■ at from $40 to $70 million.” 

It is to guard against any such 
! possibility that fireman patrol 
tl*e plant—both inside and out— 
on foot almost 24 hours daily. 

„ When a fire does develop, how¬ 
ever,. Jones and his men can put 
12 pieces of rolling fire fighting 
equipment into action quickly. If 
that isn’t enough, they can give 
a 1, 2, 3 or 4-alarm call which will 
biing the Fort Worth city de¬ 
partment into action. 

“Then, there’s Carswell Air 
Force Base,” Jones said. “They 
would help. And if we need 
still more help, we can call upon 
the Tarrant County Fire Fighters 
Association, which can send us all 
the equipment in the 23 depart¬ 
ments in Tarrant County. 

“But sometimes all the fire 
fighting equipment in the world 
wouldn't be enough. 

“The best way to fight a fire 
is not to have one.” 

Safety Plaque 
Becomes Hazard 

Someone is always trying to 
pound safety into the heads of 
Convair employees, but W. L. 
(Danny) Daniel, Jr., is the only 
one so far hit on the head with 
a five-pound safety plaque to 
emphasize the point. 

Daniel, a general foreman, 
was sitting near the wall in a 
conference room while field op¬ 
erations Supt. R. W. McGuffee 
expounded on safety. A plaque 
awarded the Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion by the National Safety 
Council hung on the wall above. 
It suddenly dropped, bopping 
Daniel on the head. 

“That,” said Daniel, “is safe¬ 
ty with a bang.” 
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Convair Develops Own 'Frogmen' to Serve Seaplanes at SD 



OUTDOOR CLASSROOM—Graduates of recent "frogman" course at San 
Diego do some purposeful splashing in San Diego Bay. Trained to dive and rescue 
as well as perform underwater maintenance on docks or aircraft, they were taught 
by former Navy "Underwater Demolition Team" instructor. At lower left, C. C. 
Thomason takes Maynard Dunn in tow as latter doubles for exhausted swimmer. 


In center, A. G. Smith appears like jack-in-the-box. A second before, he was deep 
under surface and used rapid-inflation device in Mae West jacket to bring him up. 
At lower right, R. H. Evilsizor has on equipment that frogmen use to descend 150 
feet or more. (He also wears "Long Johns" because, brother, it gets cold down 
there:) Swimmers are trained for aircraft rescue. 




Big New Forming Machine 


Unloaded at SD Plant 


A stretch-wrap forming- machine that weighs more 
than 80 tons, the largest single piece of machinery deliv¬ 
ered to San Diego Division, Plant 1, since war days, was 
unloaded this month and is awaiting installation. 

It is a Hufford, model 46, ca 


pable of exerting a pull of 150 
tons in each of two tension cylin¬ 
ders. A foundation pit is being 
designed for it in Building 1, 
Plant 1, and the machine is ex¬ 
pected to be in operation in about 
90 days. 

“Although an even larger ma¬ 
chine is on the way to Plant 2. 
this is the biggest of its kind 
ever received at Plant 1, San 
Diego and the largest single ma¬ 
chine received since early 1940s,” 
D. J. Markovich, Dept. 25-5 
equipment engineer, commented. 

Adjusted to exert maximum 
pull, the Hufford is capable of 
handling a three-eighths inch 
sheet as large as 66 inches wide 
( 6 V 2 feet) and 76 inches long (6 
feet 4 inches). Even longer 
pieces (up to 16 feet) can be 
accommodated at lower tonnages. 

The machine is hydraulically 
operated and the power unit in¬ 
cludes one 50 horsepower, two 15 
horsepower and one three horse¬ 
power electric motors. Controls 
are all situated in a remote sta¬ 
tion. 

General dimensions are: 40 
feet 10 inches wide and when 


mounted in pit is 13 feet, six 
inches above the ground level. A 
special flat car, specially built to 
carry the extra weight, brought 
the unit to San Diego from El 
Segundo. Normal flat cars carry 
only 40 to 50 tons maximum. Con¬ 
vair cranes of sufficient capacity 
to unload it were not available 
and a battery of four, recruited 
from an outside contractor, were 
required to take it off the railway 
car Currently it is located at the 
noith end of Building 32. 


Art Mart Attracts 
Convair SD Artists 

Convair SD artists put final 
touches on their works of art 
this month jn preparation for the 
annual San Diego County Art 
Mart scheduled for Oct. 10 and 
11 in Balboa Park. 

It will be held on the lawn 
at the corner of Laurel and Sixth 
Street and is open to any San 
Diego county artist or craftsman. 
Further information is available 
by calling Bill Rimmer, ext. 1134, 
Plant 1, second shift. 


DRESSED FOR ACTION—C. 
R. Smith and C. C. Thomason 
model what well-dressed divers 
wear this season, weighted belts, 
knives, aqua lungs and life pre¬ 
servers. Thomason wears uniform 
recommended for water of 65 
degrees and colder. Present 
"frogman" class is last that will 
be conducted by Convair, at 
least for the present. 

Ex-Navy Divers 
Among Students 
In 1 Frog ' Course 

Of 12 students who met the I 
entrance requirements, seven 
completed the “frogman" course, j 
They are: 


Arthur G. Thomas (Dept. 
25), a former professional 
diver with 12 years experience 
in Florida, Oregon and Cali¬ 
fornia waters. 


Chester C. Thomason (Dept. 
25), former Navy shallow 
water diver, who with Thomas j 
has performed Convair SD div¬ 
ing tasks for the past year. 

C. R. Smith (Dept. 31), 
former Navy UDT man who 
saw action during the recent 
Korean conflicts. 


Maynard Dunn (Dept. 31), 
veteran Navy UDT man who 
spent two and a half years in 
the South Pacific during World 
War II. 


H. P. Glover (Dept. 31), 
former Navy deep sea diver 
with eight years experience in 
the South Pacific. 


OOOP SHE GOES—Eighty-ton stretch wrap machine, biggest 
single piece of machinery to unload at San Diego Division, Plant I, 
in a decade, gets heave-no from four big cranes as it leaves flat car. 


R. H. Evilsizor (Dept. 31), 
Navy veteran who has been 
skin diving with his own equip¬ 
ment for several years. 

F. C. Kilbourne (Dept. 31), 
skin di v er who has explored 
most of the coastal waters 
around San Diego. 


Mermen at SD 


Select Students Go to School 
Under Waves of San Diego Bay 

Graduation day for Convair San Diego’s latest group 
of students to finish specialized training found the class 
“all wet” but content to be the company’s first graduate 


“frogmen.” 

Trained under a system simi¬ 
lar to that used in producing the 
Navy’s famed Underwater Dem¬ 
olition Teams, the frogmen at¬ 
tended a special 50-hour course 
set up by the SD training section. 

As a result, Convair now has 
a team of seven carefully chosen 
aircraft mechanics and mainten¬ 
ance men who are also under¬ 
water experts, available for duty 
whenever water-based aircraft fly 
at San Diego. On these occasions, 
they will be on stand-by duty, 
ready in case ot emergencies. Al¬ 
so, they will be available for 
beaching operations, maintenance 
work on company docks, cables 
and buoys and for underwater 
salvage. 

“Entrance requirements for 
the course were stiff," Jess 
Baker and L. H. Fugate of 
training, who coordinated the 
class sessions, recalled. 

“Prospective students were re¬ 
quired to have previous diving 
experience and to qualify by 
swimming 100 yards in 60 sec¬ 
onds or less, with fins." 

(That’s a speed of about four 
miles an hour.) 

Also, students were required to 
pass the tough physical exam 
given to all U.S. Navy submarine 
crews. And graduation hasn’t 
ended the physical fitness pro¬ 
gram. In addition to keeping in 
shape, Convair frogmen will be 
required every month to make 
two 500-yard underwater swims 
and at least one dive of 100 feet 
or more. 


In addition to the fundamen¬ 
tals of diving, Instructor Robin 
Goodenough taught them life 
saving methods, use of resusci- 
tators, survival under water, 
salvage work, first aid and the 
specialized techniques of quickly 
extricating airmen from sub¬ 
merged aircraft. Goodenough, 
who was recalled to active duty 
by the U.S. Navy shortly after 
the course ended, was a UDT in¬ 
structor in the Navy for ten 
years and saw duty in Korea. 

A constant companion of the 
students was the Aqua-Lung, a 
device which permits divers to 
remain underwater for as long 
as 45 minutes if used at moder¬ 
ate depths. Other equipment in¬ 
cluded such items as weighted 
belt, knife, goggles and swim 
fins. 

At first, students were re¬ 
quired to make only shallow 
dives. Gradually these increased. 
One of the items on the “final 
exam" was to descend 162 feet 
to the ocean floor off Pt. Loma. 
During these excursions under¬ 
seas, students played tag with 
sharks (which they' claim are 
harmless while at great depths), 
chased away porpoises that want¬ 
ed to play, cautiously dodged 
jelly-fish, and blew bubbles at 
fish that ranged in size from 
guppies to tuna. 

With seven trained men avail¬ 
able, the current complement of 
frogmen is filled. No additional 
classes are contemplated at this 
time. 



"Look, Wynkoop, if you don't like my design, I wish you'd just 
come out and say so." 
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A Dictionary 

Just Name the Name! Files 


Of Convair Sure to Have it 


A Butcher and a Baker and a 
Candlestick. 

A Hoover and a Wilson and a 
McKinley and a Cleveland. In 
fact, the name of nearly every 
president back to Washington. 

A Studebaker and a Nash, a 
Ford and a Hudson, a Packard 
and a DeSoto (and a Driver to go 
with them), but no Rolls Royce. 

Just name the name and Con¬ 
vair has it, did have it, or prob¬ 
ably will have it soon, according 
to Don Musselman, identification 
officer, who has some almost un¬ 
believable tales to tell concerning 
names of new hires who check in 
with him for badges, photograph¬ 
ing and fingerprinting . 

“The other day a new hire 
checked in with one of those 
names you have to sneeze to 
pronounce,” Musselman related. 
“While I was waiting on him 
another fellow came in calling 
for his badge and gave the 
identical name. You should 
have seen the looks on their 
faces! 

“There was much handshaking 
and the last I saw of them they 
were comparing notes, trying to 
find some family connection, I 
guess.” 

Musselman is a former profes¬ 
sional photographer. He was pub¬ 
licity cameraman for the Wrigley 
Company on Catalina Island for 
15 years and served five years in 
the Navy as aerial photographer 
and instructor. 

His wits are as sharp as the 
lens on his cameras. Once Mus¬ 
selman sees a name he doesn't 
forget it and he gets a kick out 
of filling out categories suggested 
by them. For instance, he now 
has an East, West, North and 


“W T hile taking their fingerprints 
that is.” 

When Musselman isn't busy at 
the plant snapping shutters and 
inking fingers, he is busy at his 
home in Lemon Grove raising 
chinchillas. 

“By the way,” he chuckled, “I 
worked for months trying to col¬ 
lect Convair names to fill out a 
seven-day week. I finally made 
it, too, but soon afterwards had 
to go back to a ‘six-day week.' 
One of them terminated, darn it!” 


Anglers Catch 
5-Foot Rattler 

“Five-feet-two, eyes of blue, 
and, oh, what those five feet 
could do. . . . ” 

Convair FW Division employee 
Claude Carroll, Dept. 82, ran into 
five-feet-two recently, but didn't 
wait to find out what it could do. 

The sixty-two inches belonged 
to a mountain rattle snake! 

Carroll and his brother Wiley 
were on a fishing trip when the 
snake challenged their auto near 
Klondike, 20 miles from Cleburne, 
Tex. They chased the rattler into 
dense brush. Amid the 22-rattle 
symphony, the snake died under 
a shower of rocks. 


Pictures taken to grace iden¬ 
tification cards are intended to 
identify and not to flatter, of 
course. Musselman has to re¬ 
mind himself of this every time 
he hands over a new card to a 
new Convair girl, for the ex¬ 
clamation invariably comes out: 
“Isn't it awful!” Sometimes 
the sting is removed, however, 
when the girl gets outside and 
confides in her friends: “I don't 
think it's so bad, do you?” 

South. Also, Summer, Winter, 
Spring and Fall. He has Moun¬ 
tains and Valleys and Lakes and 
Rivers, not to mention Brooks 
and Springs. 

And it isn't unusual at all for 
him to process two new hires with 
the same name (but not related) 
on the same day. He topped that 
one day recently, however, when 
three new men appeared for 
photographing and fingerprinting 
at the same time. Yep, all with 
identical names! 

Musselman has been with Con¬ 
vair for about four years. Prior 
to that he had been photographer 
and fingerprint expert with the 
San Diego Police Department for 
five years. 

“I guess you could say I have 
‘held hands' with most of the 
folks at Convair SD at one time 
or another,” Musselman added. 


ON LOCATION—Convair SD amateur movie makers use San Diego waterfront as backdrop for 
shots in thriller they produced. Left is Thomas B. Packard, who was film's writer, director and pho¬ 
tographer, giving pointers to James Goertz, Betty Jo Hoy and Hugh Townsend. Seven members of 
troupe are all from Dept. 406-1 SD. 

Night Shifters at SD Organize Own 
Movie Troupe to Produce Thriller 


MAN SIZE—Claude and Wi¬ 
ley Carroll and "friend" they 
found near Klondike, Tex. 


Ex-Convair SD Man 
Released by Reds 

A former Convair SD man was 
among the prisoners of war who 
returned to the states from Korea 
this month. 

He is Cpl. Andrew Aguirre, a 
marine who spent two and a half 
years as a prisoner. He was cap¬ 
tured in December, 1950, after 
his tank was disabled. Aguirre, 
who was in Dept.^ 225 at San 
Diego, joined Convair in June, 
1947. He left July 28, 1950 on 
military leave. 


Movie and television stars 
had best look to their laurels 
next month when the “Tem¬ 
plate Film Makers” introduce 
their first dramatic film titled 
“The Palomar Egg.” 

The*. suspense drama was 
written, produced, directed, 
filmed and edited by seven 
second shift employees in the 
Convair SD template shop who 
are the “Template Film 
Makers.” 

It stars, naturally, employees 
from the same group. 

The film is in the final 
stages of production and lacks 
only sound-scoring by a Hollyr 
wood laboratory before it is 
ready for its premiere and 
then, the group hopes, tele¬ 
vision. Thomas B. Packard is 
the writer-photographer-direc¬ 
tor of the film. 

“If possible, we will show it 
as an added feature at one of 
the Friday night movie ses¬ 


sions at CRA Clubhouse early 
in October,” Packard said. 

The template employees first 
hit on the idea of the film 
when they found conflicting 
work hours would prohibit 
their taking part in activities 
of a new drama group recently 
formed at SD. Various ones 
submitted scenarios and no 
less than 15. plots were re¬ 
jected before they settled on 
an original story by Packard. 

Casting proved little trouble, 
for each member of the group 
listed some dramatic training 
in his background. 

“It took us 40 hours to 
actually film the story on 16 
mm film, not counting time to 
and from location,” Packard 
reported. 

(Packard had attempted only 
one full-length movie before 
in his 13 years as an amateur 
photographer and that was a 
community-church venture 


made while he was living in 
Imperial Valley some years 
ago.) 

“The Palomar Egg” revolves 
around a college student who 
is entrusted with top secret 
chemical formulas by his col¬ 
lege professor. International 
spies are involved and a chase 
against the backgrounds shot 
at San Diego State College, 
the Coronado ferry, the moun¬ 
tains near San Diego and fin¬ 
ally the Palomar Observatory 
where a running battle is 
staged around the parapets. 

James Goertz, a veteran 
little theater actor, has the role 
of the student and Betty Jo 
Hoy is his “girl friend.” Hugh 
Townsend, Phil Miller, Don 
Hackett and A. Deskins round 
out the cast. 

The film is exactly 27 min¬ 
utes long and cost of produc¬ 
tion was $300, not counting 
labor. 


Tenors and Bassos Hardest to Locate 
As SD Seeks Voices For Choral Unit 

Singers seeking to join the choral group currently organizing at Convair San Diego 
probably will get the warmest welcome if they happen to be of Italian or Russian ex¬ 
traction. 

But those of Irish or Welsh descent will also extract an especially bright smile from 
W. A. Vogel (Dept. 3 SD), the director. 


TWINS?—D. C. Musselman, who takes identification pictures of 
new hires as they check in at Convair SD, is a mighty fast man with 
a lens. But even so, he needed some help from Convairiety photog¬ 
rapher to get this photo which shows him taking his own picture! 


“Naturally, we welcome all 
voices. 

“But it just so happens, that in 
this country the bassos and tenors 
are the hardest to find. Among 
the Russian people you are most 
likely to find bassos; and Italy is 
famous for producing tenors. 

“As a matter of fact, good first 
tenors are so rare that I have 
known of cases where individuals 
whose voices really called for sec¬ 
ond tenor or even baritone roles 
were forced to sing the higher 
parts, just because there were no 
real first tenors available. I have 
known where voices were hurt by 
this, too,” Vogel explained. 

And Vogel speaks with some 
authority. He has studied music 
since he was nine years old; 
holds a Master of Arts degree in 
music; has attended world famous 
conservatories at home and 
abroad; has accompanied several 
of the great international artists; 
and taught music in universities 
and colleges for 30 years. After 
retiring from teaching to write a 
book on music, he found the in¬ 
active life unbearable and joined 
Convair two years ago where he 
is now a member of the safety 
section. 

“The Welsh people also are fa¬ 
mous as musical, perhaps because 
their country as early as the 
thirteenth century was the mecca 
for the troubadours of those days 
and group singing there and else¬ 
where in the British isles con 
tinues to be a popular activity,’ 
Vogel continued. 


have told me!” 

Vogel's teaching experience 
started while still an undergradu¬ 
ate at Denison (Ohio) University. 
After a year's graduate work at 
Yale and a year abroad studying 
in London, Paris and Leipsic, he 
studied under Frank LaForge, re- 


DlRECTOR—W. A. Vosel 


Technically, anyone who can 
speak can sing. Range, power 
and quality of tone are something 
eise again, however. 

“Great voices aren't made by 
training alone. There are physi¬ 
cal requirements necessary to 
start with, such as exceptional 
vocal chords. It is true that any¬ 
one can benefit from training, 
however. Merely the lesson of 
relaxation can lift the range of 
your voice far beyond that which 
you normally expect. And power 
can be developed as the muscles 
of the diaphram are strength¬ 
ened. I have known prima donnas 
whose abdominal muscles were 
the equal of wrestlers. On sec¬ 
ond thought, I can't swear to that 


First meeting of the new 
choral group being organized 
at Convair San Diego will be 
at 7:30 p.m., Sept. 28 (Mon¬ 
day) at the House of Charm in 
Balboa Park. It is sponsored 
by the Convair SD Management 
Club. 

The meeting place is located 
at the southwest corner of 
Laurel and the main park 
plaza. There are no restrictions 
on age, sex or previous experi¬ 
ence. All voices are welcome. 
Details may be obtained from 
W. A. Vogel, ext. 464, Plant 1, 
S. D. 


nowned musician and accompan¬ 
ist. He later accompanied such 
stars as Arthur Kroft, Grace 
Devine of the Berlin Opera, Vale- 
riano and Florence Easton of the 
Metropolitan. 

He has served on the faculties 
of the Universities of Kansas, 
Alabama, Arizona and the Kansas 
State Teachers' College and of 
Palomar Junior College. Mrs. 
Vogel is a Latin teacher in Escon¬ 


dido and they have two daughters, 
personally but so other singers 1 Siglinda, 15, and Sandra, 14. 
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Thousand Antiques and Souvenirs 
Collected by Convair FW Couple 


But even before he had time 
to tell anyone of his loss, Mor¬ 
ton answered a telephone call 
from employee service section 
in personnel department. His 
$67 had been found and prompt¬ 
ly returned by Bean. 


GRADUATE ON BIRTHDAY—Raymond Clark, Jr., had double 
reason to celebrate when he received journeyman certificate as 
aircraft tool and die maker and jig builder at SD. It was awarded 
on his 27th birthday. Left to right: SD Chief Engineer Frank Fink, 
SD Division Manager B. F. Coggan, Clark, Dick Wilkens, SD man¬ 
ager of industrial relations. 


BARINKA ASSIGNED 

S. J. Barinka, superintendent 
of field operations at San Diego, 
this month was assigned to manu¬ 
facturing engineering to serve 
until Nov. 1 on an executive de¬ 
velopment assignment. J. M. 
Kline is acting superintendent in 
field operations in his absence. 


TOO STRENUOUS—William C. 
can juggle, as this photo testifies, 
he really excels. 


Stubblefield of Dept. 43 FW 
but he prefers magic, in which 


Convair 'Population' at Edwards AF Base 
On F-102 Program Slated to Reach 300 


More than 70 Convair SD em¬ 
ployees will move to Lancaster, 
Calif., in the next few weeks to 
handle advance work in connec¬ 
tion with the company’s F-102 
supersonic delta-wing interceptor 
flight test program at Edwards 
Air Force Base, B. F. Coggan, 
SD Division manager announced 
recently. 

Supervisors, pilots, field opera¬ 
tions personnel, inspectors, flight 
test engineers, maintenance me¬ 


chanics, and accountants will con¬ 
stitute the initial group assigned 
to the project. Coggan said Con¬ 
vair also plans to hire some cleri¬ 
cal workers and guards in the 
Lancaster area. 

When the program gets fully 
underway, more than 300 employ¬ 
ees may be assigned to the proj¬ 
ect at Edwards AFB, Coggan 
said. P. M. Prophett, manager of 
F-102 flight test operations, will 
be in charge of the group. 


TEN MINUTES—That's how long new bus will require to comp 


OPEN END—New bus at Pomona has "lounge" in rear. 


Convair FW Assembler Gets Nod 
For Most Original Magic Act 


A short, chubby little man 
quietly working away as an as¬ 
sembler in Dept. 43 (bomb bay) 
at Convair FW bears little resem¬ 
blance to Mandrake the magician 
in the comic strips. 

But William C. Stubblefield is 
a magician nonetheless—and now 
holds the A1 Sharpe trophy to 
prove it. 

Stubby (he’s 5 feet 4 inches 
tall) won the trophy for the most 
original act among the 26 compet¬ 
ing at the recent convention of 
the Texas Association of Magi¬ 
cians in Houston. For him it was 
a high point in more than 35 
years of practice and perform¬ 
ances. He first became interested 
in magic in grade school, and has 


Plant Conservation 
Program Reviewed 

A review of the plant-wide con¬ 
servation program at Convair FW 
Division wa* distributed this 
week to all departments. 

The 46-page booklet was pre¬ 
pared under the direction of Cecil 
McClure, conservation supervisor, 
and the preventive conservation 
section of industrial engineering 
department. 

As a result of the review, Mc¬ 
Clure was invited to submit an 
article on the program for pub¬ 
lication in “Manage” magazine. 
It appears in this month’s issue. 


Lost Cash Returned 
Within Minutes 


been at it continuously since. 

Although there are many stock 
tricks used by magicians, stubby 
works up his own. 

Cne of his favorites deals with 
what those in the know call the 
principle of penetration. In this 
one, a silk handkerchief appears 
to pass through the side of a ring. 
Another of his favorites also in¬ 
volves a silk handkerchief. In 
this one he knots it, then holds 
it up before the audience. The 
handkerchief promptly unties it¬ 
self. 

Stubby took up juggling three 
years ago, but finds this a bit 
strenuous at times. In one of his 
novelty acts, he juggles three 
white rings which somehow man¬ 
age to appear to change to pastel 
colors, then back to white again. 

The pantomimist-magician gives 
his wife credit for much of his 
success. 

“She makes my costumes for 
me and serves as a very critical 
audience when I’m working up 
a new routine,” he said. “If she 
approves, it’s almost sure to go 
over.” 

He is a member of numerous 
magicians organizations including 
the International Brotherhood of 
Magicians, Society of American 
Magicians, and the Fort Worth 
Magic Club. 

But Stubblefield doesn’t prac¬ 
tice his sleight-of-hand on the 
job. 

“That has to be the real Mc¬ 
Coy.” 


ete this circuit of Pomona plant. 

New 'Open End' 
Bus Makes 
Pomona Debut 

A new 22 passenger intra-plant 
bus went into operation last week 
at Convair Pomona, replacing the 
two station wagons which have 
been in service for the past sev¬ 
eral months, W. P. Coogan, traf¬ 
fic administrative supervisor, an¬ 
nounced. 

The bus, which will make a 
complete circuit of its route in 10 
to 12 minutes, will stop only at 
designated bus stops which will 
be plainly marked, Coogan said. 

Only one change has been made 
from the route followed by the 
station wagons. Since the area 
east of Building 4 is not large 
enough to allow the bus to turn 
around, in the future the bus will 
go up the west side of the build¬ 
ing instead of the east. 

Though the bus has extensive 
open areas at the present, it is 
equipped with curtains which can 
be installed in cold or rainy 
weather. The special design body 
was built to Convair specifica¬ 
tions by the Aluminum Body Cor¬ 
poration of Vernon, Calif. 


HIGH MAN—T. L. Smith of 
Dept. 9 last month set a new 
record in Employee Suggestions 
at Fort Worth. His suggestion, 
which involves use of an IBM 
604 calculator for certain engi¬ 
neering problems, merited $945 
award. 


PRIZED—Mr. and Mrs. F. Pfeiffer of Convair FW display stars 
of antique collection, a I 15-year-old teapot and 160-year-old vase. 


E. L. Morton at Convair FW 
has a nomination for the 
world’s most honest man: H. R. 
Bean, of Dept. 22. 

It all started when Morton 
cashed a check for $77 and re¬ 
paid a $10 loan. With the bal¬ 
ance of his money and the 
receipt for $10, Morton started 
back to his job in Dept. 27. 
When he got there he was 
minus both receipt and $67 in 
cash. 


Ferd and Mary Pfeiffer like 
things that improve with age. 

And after 10 years, the result" 
is a house with almost every nook 
and cranny crammed with more 
than 1,000 antiques and souvenirs 
dating back as far as 1793, and 
coming from both near and as 
far away as the other side of the 
earth. 

The Convair FW Dept. 44 em-1 
ployee first became interested in 
collecting when he found a num¬ 
ber of odd and unusual pieces in 
Australia and the South Seas 
while in the armed forces. Among 
these is a hand-painted vase 
which appears to be of black 
glass. When light shines through 
it, however, it shows a rich pur¬ 
ple. The vase is highly prized by 
Pfeiffer since he carried it with 
him throughout most of World 
War II. It traveled about 10,000 
miles in the ship’s safe or his 
duffel bag and managed to come 
through the ordeal unscratched. 
It is about 160 years old. 

Another of Pfeiffer’s favorites 
is an old Colt revolver called a 
“Peacemaker.” 

One almost incongruous part 
of the collection is a wine vase 


with a round base and a long blue 
stem decorated with gold. A host 
of smiling cherubs encircle the 
base. It was used about 75 years 
ago solely for wine. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer 
value a silver tea service above 
most of their other pieces, since 
it belonged to Pfeiffer’s parents 
and was their wedding present. 
It was in turn presented to Pfeif- 
j fer when he was married. 

Included in the Pfeiffer collec¬ 
tion are medicine pipes, hand- 
painted plates, tea pots, a cocoa 
set, lamps, and some furniture. 
Milk, egg shell, limoges, and Aus¬ 
trian are the types of China they 
have accumulated. 

“We like to get maybe one or 
two pieces of whatever we can 
find of value,” he said, “rather 
than to gather a big collection of 
one thing.” 

A recently added antique has 
them stumped. It’s a small 
wooden book with a cover of in¬ 
laid mosaic. It contains pressed 
flowers of the Holy Land. 

“We’ve tried to figure it out,” 
Pfeiffer reports, “but without any 
luck. We not only can’t read it. 
We don’t even know what lan¬ 
guage it is!” 
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CRA Activities 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 


CRA COUNCIL STUDIES SITE—Members of the Convair Recreation Association Employee Coun¬ 
cil during their September meeting inspected site on new Benbrook Lake with view toward possibility 
of establishing a CRA beach and recreation area some time in future. On hand as area was ex¬ 
plained by H. G. Starkey (center) were: Bob Raines, Stan Orrick, Finn Wahl, Hank Wendorf, Joe 
Ellis, John Rangel, Dick Heist, Jim Shackelford, Al Lawley, Howard Lucas, Hugh Pennington, Fred 
Gignilliat, C. J. Hall, Eddie Pair, Ike Pemberton, Jim White, Frank Chaddock, John Scott. 


15 Cast for Wing and Masque 
Comedy - Mystery Opener 

Wing and Masque Players, CRA drama group, will 
present “Twilight Walk”, a three-act mystery comedy, as 
their first production of the 1953-54 season. Opening night 
is Oct. 22. 

E. S. Brown, CRA drama commissioner, this week an- 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, Commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open to all from 

6 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play will begin Oct. 13 from 

7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Junior High School and continuing each Tuesday and 
Thursday night. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, -commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes Sundays 
at 2 and 4:15 p.m. at CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, SU-6921. Practice begins 7 p.m. Oct. 7 
at W. C. Stripling Junior High School gym. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular play Friday night at 
CRA center. Master point night second Friday of each month. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular meeting Sept. 28 at 
CRA center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. Plant-wide 
tournament now under way. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Rehearsals for three act play, 
“Twilight Walk,” 7:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday at CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night from 

8 to 10 p.m. when ice is in Will Rogers Coliseum. Tickets available at CRA office, 
ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Third monthly control 
line contest 2 p.m. Sept. 27 at Aero-mites flying circle. Monthly meeting control line 
group 7:30 p.m. Oct. £l at CRA Center. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
7 p.m. each Tuesday night at CRA center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7268. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Beginners class from 
7 to 8 p.m. Advanced class 8 to 10 p.m. Monday night, Northside Recreation Building 
18 and Harrington Sts. Dance, Saturday 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting for 
both groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. CRA team match with 
Ho Ac 3:3 . P ; m ‘ S ept ;, 26 ‘ Re SM lar P la y 7:30 P-m- Sept. 27 at CRA center. 

I ENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. Regularly scheduled tennis plav 
discontinued until spring. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Volleyball 7 to 9:30 p m 
every Monday at Ernest Parker gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
l-j i r° „ pm ’ Tucsda Y> Thursday and Saturday at CRA center; for second and 
third shift, 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 


BOILING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEI* AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


ALL SMILES—This sextet will oppose the Houston city team Sat¬ 
urday at the CRA Center. Pictured are Dub Ballow, L. E. Calloway, 
Charles Hurst, Jim Collin, Don Davis, Clayton Dillworth. 

CRA Table Tennis to Meet 
Houston Champs Here Sept. 26 

Six Convair FW table tennis players will meet plenty 
of stiff competition Saturday, Sept. 26, when they vie 
with a Houston city team. 

Starting at 3:30 p.m. at the CRA Center, Charles 
Hurst, Jim Collin, M. C. Dillworth, Bob Gault, Dub Ballow 


nounced the cast selected at try¬ 
outs last week at the CRA Play¬ 
house, 2966 Park Hill Drive. A 
cast of 15 was selected from ap¬ 
proximately 50 Convair em¬ 
ployees and members of their 
families. 

Heading the cast is Bill Vance, 
who plays the role of Ronnie 
Brewster. Vance, a department 
6 employee, was a drama student 
at Baylor University. During his 
stay there he toured the south¬ 
west with summer stock. 

Others in the cast are Bill 
King, Dept. 6, as Clark Wilson; 
Dian Harrison, daughter of W. 
E. Harrison, Dept. 91, and Mary 


Badminton Practice 
To Start Oct. 13 

Low-flying birds had best 
watch out when the CRA Bad¬ 
minton players man the courts 
for the fall and winter season. 

Bob Sprague, CRA Badminton 
commissioner, said play will begin 
Oct. 13 at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High. Sessions will be held from 
7 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday and 
Thursday thereafter. 


Eustace, daughter of L. E. Eus¬ 
tace, Dept. 9, as first and second 
little girls. 

Betty Craig, wife of G. E. 
Craig, Dept. 6, will take the part 
of the Woman; Jean Harrison, 
wife of W. E. Harrison, Dept. 91, 
will portray Mrs. Kramer; and 
Bob Attlesey, Dept. 6, and J. D. 
Goodman, Dept. 91, will be the 
first and second old men respec¬ 
tively. 

Playing the part of the shoe- 
shine boy is Charles Morris, son 
of E. W. Morris, Dept. 6, Paula 
Heywood, Dept. 6, will be Kate 
Scott. Jeanne Clark, wife of J. 
M. Clark, Dept. 6 will be Mrs. 
Brewster. 

Bill Harrison, Dept. 91, is cast 
as Sam Dundee; Paul Masser, 
Dept. 6, as the young man; Marg 
Hancock, wife of Frank Hancock, 
Dept. 6, as Rosie Callahan; and 
Paul Jensen, Dept. 6, will play 
the policeman. 

Murrel Morris, wife of E. M. 
Morris, Dept. 6, will direct the 
play. Rehearsals are now under 
way for the six performances 
that will be given Oct. 22, 23, 24, 
29, and 30. 


Employee Councilmen 
Survey Benbrook Site 
For Possible 'Home' 

The Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation employee council is still 
looking for a “home” for CRA’s 
thousands of members. 

H. G. Starkey, chairman of a 
special committee appointed to 
inspect sites and make a recom¬ 
mendation to the council, ex¬ 
plained that the site chosen by 
the committee earlier on the new 
Benbrook Lake since has been 
allocated to another organization. 

“It doesn’t necessarily mean 
that we won’t obtain a site on 
Benbrook,” he said. “But, at 
least, we won’t get that one. 
We’re still talking with the U. S. 
Engineers in the hope that we 
can lease a site suitable for 
CRA.” 

Model Railroaders 
Resume Activities 

Big doings are ahead for CRA 
model railroad builders when the 
group resumes activities Tuesday 
night at the CRA center. 

Headed by Frank Chaddock, 
CRA model railroad commission¬ 
er, the group will watch movies 
both on model and life-size rail¬ 
roading at the first meeting. 

The movies were obtained from 
the Model Railroader Magazine 
and the Burlington Railroad. 
They will be shown at 7:30 p.m. 

“We’re interested in having a 
big turnout for the activity this 
fall,” he said. “We’ve got a 
series of contests planned for 
model builders — the first of 
which is on freight cars.” 

Chaddock said tours of railroad 
facilities and visits to other lay¬ 
outs in Fort Worth will also be 
planned for the group. 

He invited employees to see the 
CRA’s HO gauge layout which 
was built last season. 

The group will meet regularly 
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays at the 
CRA Center. 


Drama Tickets to Sell 
At $3.50 for Season 

Convair FW employees will 
have a chance to see some 
first-rate drama at cut-rate 
prices this year. 

Season tickets for “Wing 
and Masque” productions are 
available for $3.50 for five 
plays. Purchased separately 
at 85 cents, tickets would 
amount to $4.25 for the series. 

Tickets will be sold in the 
CRA office, ext. 5141, and by 
“Wing and Masque” members. 

They will be available up 
to Oct. 30, the last night of 
their first production, “Twi¬ 
light Walk.” 


and CRA table tennis commis¬ 
sioner John Rangel will take on 
Houston’s best. 

Their opposition will include 
the present city champion, state 
doubles champions, and a former 
San Diego star. 

Alternates for the CRA team 
will be Swede Sandquist and 
Dave Clutterham. 

Rangel announced this week 
the table tennis plant-wide tour¬ 
nament will begin Oct. 24. Con¬ 
vair employees may sign up with 
him at ext. 5296 or at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 


Convair Square Dance 
Will be Held Saturday 

Convair FW square dancers 
from all shifts will have a chance 
to get together for some fancy 
footwork Saturday night, Sept. 26. 

Ross Carney, CRA square danc¬ 
ing commissioner, announced this 
week that dances will be held 
each fourth Saturday from 8:30 
to 10:30 p.m. at the Northside 
Recreation Center, 18th and Har¬ 
rington Streets. 


c 


LENS VICTORS—Winfred Seaman, who won first place in color 
slide division of CRA Monthly Camera Contest, inspects winning 
black and white entry of J. W. Goodman. 


i 
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Hood Takes Mei/s Tennis Title 
In 1953 Plant-Wide Tournament 


Oscar Hood, newly crowned CRA plant-wide tennis 
singles champion, at Convairiety press time was also gun¬ 
ning for men's doubles and mixed doubles titles. 

Hood chalked up two 6-4 scores against Phil Mahaffey 
in taking the singles title. _ 


Capturing the women’s singles 
crown was Wilma Miller, 6-love, 
6-love. She defeated Jeannine 
Jackson. 

These two combined their rac¬ 
quet wielding in the women’s 
doubles to down Jacqueline In¬ 
man and Lillian Hood, 6-1, 6-1. 

In the consolation men’s play, 
Ed Krug came out on top after 
defeating Bob Lea 6-3, 6-3. 

At press time, men’s doubles 
and mixed doubles finals were 
still to be played with the Wilma 
Miller and Walter Bradley team 
favored over Lillian and Oscar 
Hood. 

In the mixed doubles, a slight 
edge was given to the Hood- 
Bradley duo over Frank Calda- 


Doering Addresses 
Civil Defense Group 

C. E. Doering, civil defense co¬ 
ordinator at Convair FW Division, 
attended a state-wide seminar on 
civil defense Sept. 16 and 17. 

At the session at College Sta¬ 
tion, Texas, Doering spoke on 
“Organization of Civil Defense in 
Industry.” 


rola and Phil Mahaffey, but the 
game promised to be close. 

Trophies were to be awarded 
to the winners in the champion¬ 
ship flights and to the winner 
of the singles consolation flight 
this week. 

Engineer Teams 
Open Fall Play 

Ninety Convair Engineering 
bowlers rolled in the 1953-54 sea¬ 
son last week at Tavener’s Play- 
dium. 

Eighteen five-man teams are 
bowling in the 30-week league 
which meets at 6:15 each Tues¬ 
day night. 

In the first week of bowling, 
Carl Heim was high with a 222 
in the first half of bowlers, and 
Leo Kulakowski with 213 was 
high man in the second half. 

In the second week, Mike Szot 
had a big night with 233 and 582 
for high game in the top half. 
Don Bloom rolled 211 to lead the 
lower half. 

Officers of the league are R. F. 
Hlavek, president; G. B. Clayton, 
vice-president and J. W. Johnson, 
secretary. 


Armstrong Cops 
1953 Golf Crown 


In Strong Finish 

Lawrence Armstrong, of Con¬ 
vair FW’s traffic department, is 
the new CRA golf champion for 
1953. 

Armstrong made a big come¬ 
back during the final 18 of the 
36 hole championship match. Fir¬ 
ing a barrage of birdies, he 
evened up a four-down deficit and 
went on to take Ray Lanham, 
Dept. 4, two up and one to play. 

In the championship consola¬ 
tion flight, Jim Pratt, Dept. 4, 
beat E. L. Munch, Dept. 81 one 
up on the 19th. 

Merchandise prizes worth more 
than $500 were awarded all win¬ 
ners and runners-up at a party 
held Sept. 19 at the CRA center. 

Final results of the 1953 CRA 
plant-wide tournament were: 

Championship Flight: Lawrence 
Armstrong, winner; Ray Lanham, 
runner-up. 

First Flight: M. D. Rhodes, 
Dept. 8, winner; L. F. Ferguson, 
Dept. 25, runner-up. 

Second Flight: C. L. Harrison, 
Dept. 6, winner; M. A. Stevens, 
Dept. 44, runner-up. 

Third Flight: E. N. Morris, 
Dept. 9, winner; Bill Parrish, 
Dept. 6, runner-up. 

Fourth Flight: A. 0. Watson, 
Dept. 65, winner; Don Bruss, 
Dept. 6, runner-up. 

Championship Consolation: Jim 
Pratt, Dept. 4, winner; E. L. Mun¬ 
cy, Dept. 81, runner-up. 

First Flight Consolation: Don 
Nolen, Dept. 24, winner; A1 Scha- 
frick, Dept. 50, runner-up. 

Second Flight Consolation: 
Walter Kosiak, Dept. 6, winner; 
W. D. Lanford, Dept. 24, runner- 
up. 

Third Flight Consolation: C. J. 
Johnson, Dept. 6, winner; Budge 
Lee, Dept. 8, runner-up. 

Fourth Flight Consolation: R. 
H. Peters, Dept. 6, winner; B. P. 
Johnson, Dept. 8, runner-up. 


‘Melody on Ice’ 
Revue Planned 

A “Melody on Ice” revue and 
Christmas party for all Convair 
FW families is planned again 
by Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion for the holiday season. 


THAT'S IT — CRA Hornet 
pitchers J. S. Poole and Red 
Swinney look at softball that al¬ 
most won them a city title. They 
lost 3-2 to General Engineering. 


WINNING FORM—Lawrence Armstrong, new Convair golf 
champion, drives one straight down the fairway showing style that 
led him to the championship. 


CRA Squad Is Runner-Up in Play 
For 1953 City Softball Title 

Fort Worth Division's top softball nine—the CRA Hor¬ 
nets—in their last week of play in the 1953 season wound 
up as champions of their league and runner-up for the 
city softball title. 

Their game with the city champion Empire Steel team 

climaxed a series of six playoff 

Hoopsters to Start 


games. The Hornets were edged 
out 3-2. 

CRA scores came when R. R. 
Williams and K. Mills crossed 
the plate on a single by D. L. 
Ingram. Red Swinney was on the 
mound for the Hornets, backed by 
a fast moving outfield. 

Leading up to the playoff game 
were a forfeit win from Purina 
Mills, a 6-9 loss to General En¬ 
gineering, and victories of 2-1 
over CRA Bombers, 3-2 over 
Texas Steel, and 3-2 over Gen¬ 
eral Engineering. 

Departments represented on the 
team were 27, 29, 74, 76, 81, 95. 
A steak dinner next week will 
honor players on the CRA team. 

The Hornets, managed by Arty 
H. Bell, were among five CRA 
teams competing in city-wide 
play. Jack Brittain is the CRA 
softball commissioner. 


Practice on Oct. 7 

CRA basketball work-outs start 
Oct. 7 at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High School gymn, according to 
Ed Tucknies, CRA cage commis¬ 
sioner. 

Although league play does not 
start until Dec. 1, a pre-Thanks- 
giving tournament will be held 
for all Convair teams. 

Tucknies said that all players 
not already on a team are invited 
to Stripling gym at 7 p. m. Oct. 
7. 

“We’re anxious to have a good 
turnout for the season,” he said. 
“We’ll be having games in both 
the city league and plant league.” 

Tucknies said a woman’s team 
will be formed if enough sign up 
at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


LEARNING YOUNG—Thelma and Roy Harrison, among the 
top CRA badminton players, believe it's never too soon to learn 
the fundamentals of the game. Here they initiate their sons, Glen, 
9, Mark, 5, and Kevin, 2. CRA play starts Oct. 13. 



CITY RUNNER-UP—At left, W. W. Stephenson, CRA Hornets first baseman, 
runs for all he's worth in playoff game with Texas Steel. Hornets captured league 
championship and were runner-up in city play. At center, team members are, back 


row, left to right, K. Mills, J. Darnell, E. E. Swinney, R. R. Williams, C. M. Brown, 
A. H. Bell, manager. Front row, D. L. Ingram, M. E. Mowry, J. S. Poole, J. L. West, 
W. W. Stephenson. At right, Poole barely makes base during playoff game. 
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Turkish Bath' is First Step in Rejuvenation of SAM-SAC B-36s 


SCRUB DOWN—When Air Force B-36 returns to Convair FW under SAM-SAC 
program, first step is a shower bath. Then airplane is stripped of engines, control 
surfaces and other parts and equipment before it goes to dock (top center). 


Meanwhile, parts removed are undergoing rework, such as at top right where T. G. 
Thompson (Dept. 47) inspects props. Or as in lower center where control surfaces 
are ready for reconditioning. 



TESTING—G. G. Caglage (Dept. 95) tests actuator in electrical- 
mechanical-hydraulic area as recheck of B-36 continues. 


Reconditioned B-36s Returning to AF 
From FW in Increasing Numbers 


(Continued from Page 1) 
which inspection indicates will 
not continue to give good service 
for a reasonable length of time, 
or some specific items which the 
AF has asked be removed and 
replaced with an improved item. 

Each B-36 airplane in the AF’s 
operating fleet is scheduled to 
return to FW Division every two 
years, Finch explained. 

In current SAM-SAC work, the 
aircraft is received by factory 
crews and inspection people who 
go over it to develop a super 
squawk sheet listing all the work 


which the airplane appears to 
need. 

It is then turned over to mod¬ 
ernization. Crews remove the 
propellers, engines, control sur¬ 
faces and some other items, and 
wash the airplane. Propellers, 
engines and control surfaces are 
turned over to factory depart¬ 
ments to be torn down and re¬ 
conditioned as needed. 

At the same time, moderniza¬ 
tion crews working on one of the 
modernization stations in the 
yard are performing their opera¬ 
tions. 


When factory crews complete 
their overhaul of the engine na¬ 
celles, control surfaces and pro¬ 
pellers, those components are 
returned to modernization people 
to be re-installed on the airplane. 

After modernization has com¬ 
pleted its work, the airplane is 
turned over to factory crews for 
work on the electronics system, 
for pre-flight and release for test 
flight. After test flight and iron¬ 
ing out any wrinkles which may 
develop upon flight, the plane is 
delivered to the Air Force to go 
back into service. 



LAST LAPS—Eventually, trend reverses and engines and control surfaces etc. 
are returned to airplane. At left, crane hoists power plant, while in center photo 


ship is ready for move to flight line. At right engines are running in pre-flight. 
Then comes return to Air Force. 




Redesigned Tub For Dipping B-36 Parts 
Operates Six Months Without Refill 


Special Training for Convair Reservists 
Organized by Air Force at Fort Worth 

Specialized training for Con- 


W T hile it’s not recommended for 
Saturday night baths at home, 
Convair FW Division now boasts 
a bath tub that’s good for six 
months, or more on one filling. 

And it keeps B-36 parts as 
clean and corrosion-free as if you 
started fresh after each bath. 

It's Convair’s new primer dip 
tank, which last week in Dept. 74 
(finishing) completed a success¬ 
ful six-month test which proved 
that one filling of the tank is 
good for months of continuous 
operation. 

“It used to be,” explained Earl 
Weiher, process control chief, 
“that the zinc chromate used in 
the tank to coat our parts set¬ 
tled to the bottom of the tank. 


Then we had to close down the 
operation to clean out the tank. 
We also had to replace the zinc 
chromate. 

“It was a costly and time-con¬ 
suming process.” 

That’s where process control 
analysts came into the picture, 
s.mce process control’s job is to 
improve processes Convair uses 
in the production of aircraft and 
parts. 

Back in 1951, L. L. Morgan was 
handed the assignment. Extensive 
tests finally convinced Morgan 
there was nothing wrong in the 
solution used to coat the parts 
(zinc chromate), but that the 
tank needed improving. 

After study of dip tanks used 


in other aircraft plants, and study 
of paint and chemical processing 
equipment, Morgan and other 
process control people in con¬ 
junction with plant engineering 
designed and built the new tank. 

Novel feature of the tank not 
included in earlier designs is a 
U-shaped bottom. Along this is 
a screw-type stirring device which 
continuously moves any settled 
zinc chromate from the bottom up 
toward pumps which circulate the 
prime. 

“This keeps the zinc chromate 
distributed evenly throughout the 
solution,” Weiher said, “and six 
months of operation have proved 
that the new tank gives us not 
only continuous operation, but 
also consistently uniform parts of 
high quality. 


vair FW employees who are Air 
Force reservists is now under 
way at the 2511th AF Specialized 
Training Center, 2900 W. Lan¬ 
caster Blvd. in Fort Worth. 

Although the deadline has 
passed for enrollments in classes 
in administration and aircraft 
maintenance engineering, reser¬ 
vists will be eligible for radio 
and radar maintenance, personnel, 
supply, communications and cryp¬ 


tography classes scheduled to 
start later. 

Training will be held for two 
hours twice a month for 24 
periods. 

Reservists taking the courses 
will advance their skills during 
a two-week tour of active duty 
with the Air Force each year. 
They are not subject to voluntary 
recall to active duty, however. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from 1st Lt. Roger B. 
LeFant at FO-0473. 


Another Bomb Wing 
Gets Convair Award 


CONTINUING TUB—L L. Morgan of process control at FW 
stands beside dip tank he redesigned to make solutions last longer. 


Recognition of the seventh Air 
Force bomb wing to receive an 
award from Convair for logging 
1,000 hours in a single month 
aboard B-36s was extended last 
month at Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Wash. 

The 99th Strategic Reconnais¬ 
sance Wing (Heavy), 57th Air 
Division, 15th Air Force, received 
the special Convair plaque at a 
review and presentation. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager at Convair Fort Worth, 
and Gus Green, chief service en¬ 
gineer, were present. In addition, 
Convair 2,500 and 1,000 hour pins 
were to be awarded B-36 crew 
members who have logged that 
many hours aloft in B-36s. 


LEAVE 


HERE 


| Boc^shddks 


COLLECTOR—Barbara McDaniel of Dept. 4 adds liberal touch 
of beauty to drive at Convair FW for collecting books for service¬ 
men. More than 1500 were contributed. 










































Con-Trib Kickoff Nears 



Once For AH' 
Watchword In 
Annual Drive 

Sign once for all . . . for all 45 charitable and educa¬ 
tional agencies included in the Convair Employees Con- 
Trib-Club program. 

That's the word that will go more than 20,000 times 
through the Fort Worth Division next week upon kick-off 
Monday of the annual “one-shot” campaign for Fort 
Worth and Tarrant County agencies. 

The Con-Trib-Club Board of 


Directors today announced a goal 
of $192,446, which will enable 
Con-Trib-Club to increase its allo¬ 
cations to the 42 United Fund 
agencies by five per cent'to meet 
that organization’s increased 
needs. 

The Con-Trib-Club campaign 
kickoff Monday coincides with 
United Fund’s campaign for 
$1,420,395.41. The increase is due 
largely to increased costs brought 

about by Fort Worth’s increased j program are representative 
population, and the addition of \ - - 

several new agencies. 


Con-Trib Board 
A Cross-Section 
Of Convair FW 

The five hourly employees 
and five salaried employees 
who administer the Convair 
Employees Con - Trib - Club 


Convair’s president, Gen. Joseph 
T. McNamey, is scheduled to be 
the keynote speaker at the United 
Fund kickoff dinner Monday 
night. Con-Trib-Club’s Board of 


Where does Con - Trib - Club 
money go? See page 8. 


Directors will be on hand, ac¬ 
cording to August C. Esenwein, 
division manager and C-T-C 
president. 

At the plant, tab cards bearing 
names of all employees will go to 
all departments this week. 

Posters urging support of the 
drive will go up throughout the 
division. 

On Friday, a memo from Esen¬ 
wein explaining the campaign will 
go to all employees. There also 
will be distributed to all employ¬ 
ees pamphlets explaining the 
United Fund, since it will receive 
approximately 60 per cent of 
C-T-C funds in the fiscal year 
Dec. 1, 1953, through November, 
1954. 

Solicitation for Con-Trib-Club 
(Continued on Page 2) 


of all the more than 16,000 
employees participating in 
the program.. 

August C. Esenwein, division 
manager and C-T-C president, 
pointed out that the other 10 
members of the board come from 
both direct and indirect factory 
departments. 

“They’re in a good position to 
know the sentiment of the peo¬ 
ple throughout the plant,” he 
commented. “And they try con¬ 
scientiously to do as they think 
the people in the plant want this 
job done.” 

On the board in addition to 
Esenwein are these members, 
representing both first and sec¬ 
ond shifts: 

Claude R. Ingle, electrical and 
radio bench assembler of electri¬ 
cal bench department (73). 

John L. Henderson, material 
priority analyst of material de¬ 
partment (4). 

Milton A. Stewart, tool liaison 
man of tooling department (24). 

Albert’ S. Teeter, electrical 
maintenance man of maintenance 
department (25). 

Garland W. Locke, material re- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


$26,500 Paid 
By Con-Trib in 
Three Months 


Disbursements of $26,514- 
.50 were made to Fort Worth 
charitable and educational 
agencies in the quarter 
which ended Aug. 31, Com 
vair Employees Con-Trib- 
Club Board of Directors an¬ 
nounced this week. These 
sums were paid out: 


United Fund . $20,000.00 

Emergency Aid for 

Convair Families. 2,361.50 

City-County Hospital 

Polio Ward . 2,401.00 

Tuberculosis Society. .. 1,252.00 

FW Council for Re¬ 
tarded Children. 500.00 


LOOKING HER OVER—Lt. Col. Harold J. Wolf of WADC 
inspects nacelles of model 340 Convair-Liner with C. S. Edmiston 
of FW engineering. Ship is one of two Convair FW will convert 
to turboprop for Air Force. 

Work on AF Turboprop Transport 
Shows Progress at Convair FW 

Work was scheduled to begin accelerating this month 
at Convair Fort Worth on making new turboprop Air 
Force transports out of two Model 340 Convair-Liners. 

Vinko Dolson, development 
manager, reported that the one 
340 now at the FW Division al¬ 
ready has been prepared for the 
new installations. Nacelles and 
most of the empennage have been 
removed. 

Work was to start soon on new 
nacelles for the two YT-56 Alli¬ 
son gas turbine engines which 
will give the ship about 7,500 
horsepower, as compared to about 
4,800 on standard Convair-Liners. 

They will drive two Aeroproducts 
props. 

On the modified plane, the tail 


fin will be taller, and the hori¬ 
zontal stabilizers wider. 

Though only a few employees 
are active on the modification at 
this time, Dept. 65 crews even¬ 
tually will total around 80 to 90 
employees. 

The second Convair-Liner to be 
modified is scheduled to be flown 
to FW from San Diego in No¬ 
vember. 

Development manufacturing 
crews will work under direction 
of General Foreman Odell Story, 
Foreman Ed Tucknies and As¬ 
sistant Foreman B. J. Ward. 


$26,514.50 

In the current quarter, which 
will take Con-Trib-Club up to 
the start of a new fiscal year 
on Dec. 1, like amounts are plan¬ 
ned tentatively for the United 
Fund, the Polio Ward and Tuber¬ 
culosis Society. Emergency Aid 
will be disbursed as necessary 
within the limits of funds to Con¬ 
vair families qualifying under 
the CTC Emergency Aid ground 
rules. 

Collections in the previous 
quarter totaled $32,297.75. 

Con-Trib-Club on Dec. 1 will 
begin a new fiscal year in order 
that its fiscal year will coincide 
with that of the United Fund, to 
which most Con-Trib-Club funds 
go. 

Signs for Convair 
Divisions Planned 

New signs are in the future for 
Convair Fort Worth and Dainger- 
field Divisions. 

A billboard at the main gate at 
FW will proclaim: “Home of the 
Intercontinental Bomber” and the 
entrance to the administration 
building will carry “Convair” in 
six-foot letters. 

A similar billboard sign is 
planned for Daingerfield near the 
main entrance. 

Other signs were being pre¬ 
pared this week at San Diego for 
SD Division buildings as well as 
for the General Offices of the 
company. 


More Than 150 go to Coast by Air 
Answering SOS of SD Division 


More than 150 Convair FW 
Division employees answered a 
hurry-up SOS to help out San 
Diego Division recently on high 
priority work. 

The group, most of them as¬ 
semblers and inspectors, flew to 
San Diego last month. 

When they left, it was planned 
that they work at SD Division 
from 60 to 90 days, after which 


they were scheduled to return. 

The employees were accom¬ 
panied by supervision. FW was 
able to lend the employees due 
to gradual phasing out of B-36 
production, and will help SD 
Division “over a hump” until 
other employees at that division 
can be released from other proj¬ 
ects to take over the work assign¬ 
ed to FW employees. 


Three New Executives Appointed 
To General Office Positions 


Three new general office ap¬ 
pointments were made recently 
at San Diego. They are: 

G. W. Blount as director of cost 
analysis. 

J. A. Dufresne as director of 
budgets. 

M. M. Mrvichin as director of 
operating statistics. 


All report to D. T. Fisher, cor¬ 
poration controller. They have 
been with Convair since July. 

Blount (rhymes with count) 
was born in Youngstown, Ohio, 
graduated from Whittenberg Col¬ 
lege with a degree in industrial 
management and later did gradu- 
(Continued on Page 2) 



THE BOARD—These men head up Con-Trib-Club for FW. Seated, M. L. Hicks. Fred E. Chambers, 
Division Manager August C. Esenwein. Standing,, C. R. Ingle, M. A. Stewart. G. W. Locke. A. S. 
Teeter, R. H. Schwarz, Grady Henry, S. E. Keith, Jr. John Henderson was on vacation and not avail¬ 
able for photo. 
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* * Service Pins * ¥ 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, E. M. Ash¬ 
craft, P. Reasor, E. B. Stevens. Dept. 6, 
R L. Cox, A. A. Evans, J. E. Goode, 
J. J. Harling, W. V. Kosiak, F. Renola, 
G. F. Strobe 1. 

Dept. 14, W. M. Slay, K. V. Weaver. 
Dept. 20, L. Cox, E. J. Hawkins, A. M. 
McNiel, L. O. Thomas. Dept. 22, N. 
Bennett, R. D. Bratcher, M. Cates, L. F. 
Cross, C. W. Whittle. 

Dept. 25, R. M. Combs, H. C. Old¬ 
ham, C. B. Ribble. Dept. 27, R. C. Bau- 
com, W. T. Dawson, E. A. Dennia, B. 
H Sones. Dept. 30, C. F. Powell, J. L. 
Stevenson, C. D. Williams. Dept. 31, 
E W. Davis, J. W. Goyne, R. P. Mas¬ 
sey, J. L. Pevehouse, G. H. Phillips, 
O. C. Rutledge. _ _ 

Dept. 44, J. N. Goad. Dept. 45, C. E. 
Morrison, B. W. Neie, C. C. Stewart. 
Dept 46! L. C. Cauble; R. G. Willett. 

Dept. 47, P. F. Burris, F. P. Foster, 

O. D. McGraw. „ „ „ „ 

Dept. 50, T. H. Belew, F. R. Bell, 
W. C. Cantrell, R. W. Day, H. W. Dear- 
ing. Dept. 63, F. D. Autry, G. Page. 
Dept. 64, M. L. Dunn, V. D. Hollings¬ 
worth, C. E. Smith. 

Dept. 65, L. L. Armentrout, *. E. 
Avant, W. J. Culwell, C. R. Miller, 

W. E. Stanley. Dept. 81, R. E. Bagwell, 
W. Moss. Dept. 82, H. B. Alexander, 

W. V. Green, A. S. Laverty, C. F. 
Wright. Dept. 91, C. B. Teter. Dept. 
92, A. Horton, T. Ticknor. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, J. T. Ringo. 
Dept. 6, I. B. Blackman, E. H. Buch, 
F. J. Burns, C. H. Busey, R. E. Cole, 
M. C. Dilworth, H. D. Olsen, H. S. 
Wolanski. _ _ 

Dept. 7, M. H. Smith. Dept. 11, A. M. 

Vann. Dept. 14, J. A. Dearson. Dept. 

15, J. N Phillips. Dept. 20, L. J. Car- 
rell, M. C. Rogers. Dept. 22, H. R. 
Bean, C. M. Cox, L. C. Calhoun, D. C. 
Phillips, R. R. Samples. 

Dept. 25, W. N. Brasseur, R. D Se- 
grest. Dept. 27, C. A. Markum, J. C. 

Jackson, G. C. Tate, Jr. Dept. 30, A. M. 

Adair, S. W. Battershell, L. F. Jensen. 

Dept. 31, M. A. Claybrook, R. L. Cox, 
L. A. Green, D. H. Griffith, E. V. Har¬ 


ris, T. R. Hunn, Z. Jansky, J. R. Johns, 
J. J. Kendrick, G. F. Kircher, G. A. 
Law, Jr., R. D. Ling, R. C. Lowry, 
E. D. K. Mitchell, E. W. Stembridge, 
J. Stokes, J. P. Tyro, R. V. VanMeter, 
D. O. Watson. 

Dept. 45, A. J. D. Athey, O. H. Cot¬ 
ton, R. E. Wright. Dept. 46, J.Lan- 
carte, R. Y. Thomas, Jr. Dept. 47, D. J. 
Coleman, J. C. Fallis. 

Dept. 48, B. J. Drain, J. R. Harwell, 
W. P. Hopkins, J. M. Millican. Dept. 
50, D. W. Lewis, J. L. Summerhill. 
Dept. 64, R. J. Grona. Dept. 65, W. A. 
Drake, O. C. Hewett. 

Dept. 73, N. C. Campbell, M. Duna- 
gan. Dept. 74, S. A. Mansker. Dept. 
81, T. P. Jolly, Jr. Dept. 82. S. P. Pair, 
J. R. Stovall, W. W. Williams. 

Dept. 91, M. Puente Dept. 92, J. C. 
Ary. Dept. 94, V. W. Higginbottom, 
A. P. Worrell. Dept. 99, W. H. Brown. 


Emergency Aid 
Grants Climb 
To $4,581 Total 

Convair employees Con-Trib- 
Club Emergency Aid grants since 
start of the program in June up 
to Convairiety press time totaled 
$4,581.30, according to Milton A. 
Stewart, CTC board member and 
Emergency Aid chairman. 

The money went to a total of 
36 different families, a number 
of which have been awarded two 
or more grants. (More than one 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$208.73 for the period ending Sept. 25, 
1953 

Dept. 4, Material: B. T. Cooksey, G. H. 
MacIntyre. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: F. I. 
Colwell. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: C. R. 
Rhodes. _ 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: A. T. Bo¬ 
gan, M. A. Green. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: 
C. W. Martin. 

Dept. 61, Final Acceptance: J. D. 
Cogburn. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
T. O. Rogers. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
G. J. Padermos. 


For a typical case of Emer¬ 
gency Air see page 8. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: To health physi¬ 
cist B, R. F. Shockley. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To senior de¬ 
sign engineer, J. P. Castleberry, W. M. 
Slifer. To engineering publications edi¬ 
tor, C. W. Thelen. . „ _ 

To propulsion engineer senior, C. E. 
Porcher. To senior structures engineer, 

V. G. Polovkas, O. O. Ohlsson, Jr., 

A. C. Murphy. To senior propulsion en¬ 
gineer, P. G. Johnson, J. E. Francis. 

To test engineer, R. L. Callaway, W. 
D. Raymond, F. P. Scarletta. To chem¬ 
ist, J. M. Warren. To design engineer, 

W. E. Fuller, C. D. Brown, J. Spencer, 

F. A. Weatherly. To chemist, J. M. 
Warren. To structures engineer, E. W. 
Gomez. , x 

Dept. 9, Accounting: To cost analyst, 

B. L. Allard. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tool and oper¬ 
ational planning supervisor, S. J. Mid¬ 
dleton, F. E. Zimmerman, H. G. Stark¬ 
ey. To tool and-operations planning as¬ 
sistant supervisor, F. Spelce, Jr., D. W. 
Johnson, R. L. Dodson. To tooling ana¬ 
lyst, V. C. Lyle. . 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: To assistant 
foreman group III, J. R. Blackburn. 

Dept. 91, Modernization: To assistant 
foreman group V, T. L. Horn, Jr. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

McCOY—Son,Michael Rayford, 7 lbs. 
7% oz., born Sept. 18 to Mr. and Mrs. 
David McCoy, Dept. 74. 

DAINGERFIELD 

LOBRECHT—Daughter, Laura Jane, 
6 lbs. 10 oz., born Sept. 20 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Dorr Lobrecht, Jr., Dept. 1. 

SONHEIM—Daughter, Alice Baker, 7 
lbs. 5 oz., born Sept. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. 
D. W. Sonheim, Dept. 1. 


Married Recently? 
Insurance Policy 
May Need Checking 

If you’ve remarried recently 
and have Convair group insur¬ 
ance, it might be well to make 
sure that the proper beneficiary 
is on file with the company. 

J. B. Ellis, Convair FW Divi- 
sion employee service supervisor, 
reminded employees this week 
that beneficiary cards should be 
kept up to date to insure that 
benefits go to the persons the 
employee wants to receive them. 

There have been cases in which 
it was necessary to pay death 
benefits to persons other than 
those preferred by the employee 
—merely because the employee 
failed to notify the company after 
his circumstances changed, or 
after he arrived at a decision to 
change beneficiaries. 

“It’s also quite important to 
have a will,” Ellis said. “Texas 
law statesHhat in the absence of 
a will, one-half of the estate goes 
to the wife and one-half to the 
children. In case of remarriage 
or divorce, it may get very com¬ 
plicated in deciding the estate. 

“We can’t stress enough the 
importance of keeping benefici¬ 
aries up to date.” 

Beneficiaries may be changed 
in employee services, col. 73, in 
the administration building. 


grant may be made to a family 
under certain conditions if the 
emergency need continues over 
an extended period.) 

Total formal written applica¬ 
tions for aid in the period were 
60, not including persons who 
after brief discussion realized 
that their cases did not qualify 
under CTC ground rules. 

In the 1953-54 budget, Con- 
Trib-Club Board of Directors 
tentatively has set up a total of 
$16,662 for the 12-month period. 
More‘funds may go into the pro¬ 
gram if needs exceed the appro¬ 
priation, and if unallocated funds 
are on hand. 

Stewart emphasized that grants 
go only to Convair families in 
immediate need of financial as¬ 
sistance due to circumstances 
over which they have -no control; 


KEEL-LAYING —A Convair cousin (Electric Boat Division of 
General Dynamics Corp.) recently celebrated start of nuclear- 
powered submarine "Sea Wolf" at its Groton. Conn., shipyard. 
(General Dynamics is Convair's largest single shareholder.) "Sea 
Wolf" will be built on ways adjacent to "Nautilus," world's first 
atomic submarine. Taking part in ceremony was Frank Pace, Jr., 
a vice-chairman of Convair's Board of Directors and executive vice- 
president of General Dynamics. 


Con-Trib-Club Kickoff in Annual 
Membership Drive to Be Monday 


700 Club' Greets 
New Members 
At Convair FW 

Three more Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion employees have been named 
to the One Hundred Club, Roy 
Crabtree, Employee Suggestion 
assistant supervisor, announced 
this week. 

The One Hundred Club is an 
honorary organization of employ¬ 
ees whose ESP’s have netted 
them awards of $100 or over. 

“This is probably the only club 
that pays people to join. All its 
members are at least $100 better 
off when they join,” said Crab¬ 
tree. 

Newest members are T. L. 
Smith, Dept. 9; Stanley Knick, 
Dept. 25-3, and B. T. Cooksey, 
Dept. 4-2. Smith won the whop¬ 
ping award of $945, largest ever 
at Convair FW, for his work with 
the IBM 604 Calculator. Knick 
received a $100 water conserva¬ 
tion award. 

Cooksey’s proposal dealt with 
attaching a conspicuous standard 
colored form to each acknowledg¬ 
ment copy which specifies “notice 
to vendor.” By accepting a stand¬ 
ard form, a net material saving 
of $2,785 will be realized. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
memberships will start Monday 
morning; swithf the windup sched¬ 
uled for Friday, except for em¬ 
ployees not at the plant during 
the week. 

More than 80 per cent of all 
FW Division' employees' were par 4 - 
ticipating in the C-T-C program 
before start of the drive. C-T-C 
board members hope that this fig¬ 
ure will be increased substantially 
during the campaign. 

Esenwein reminded Con-Trib- 
Club members that by signing a 
C-T-C payroll deduction card 
next week, they can be assured 
that, short of a disaster of seri¬ 
ous magnitude, they will not be 
solicited by Con-Trib-Club again 
until late in 1954. 

“By signing once for all,” he 
explained, “we can take care of 
our responsibilities to the com¬ 
munity, to humanity and to our 
own friends here at the plant. 
For part of the money, as you 
know, goes to support our own 
Convair employees Emergency 
Aid plan which assists Convair 
families in dire straits due to 
circumstances beyond their con¬ 
trol.” 

Esenwein emphasized that 
while Convair hopes that C-T-C 
will be supported by every em- 


MAKE IT 24—Marian Reed, FW engineering draftsman, and 
John Jean, design engineer, spent eight hours a day together at 
Convair FW until recently when they decided to spend other 16 
hours together, too. They were married last weekend in Fort Worth 
and will live at 4117 Westridge Ave. 


if CchCaiHetlf if 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Damgerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, SO,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising cai- be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial v Nations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


Convair Plane 
To Join Tour 

Convair will fly the Fort Worth 
Division “expediter” Stinson in 
the fifth annual All-Texas Air 
Tour, Oct. 10 through 17, Flight 
Manager B. A. Erickson an¬ 
nounced today. 

The tour, to be made by dozens 
of small planes, is designed to 
promote interest in aircraft and 
aviation in general. The flight 
plan calls for stops in 37 differ¬ 
ent Texas cities, and will cover 
approximately 3,000 miles, the 
route almost encircling the state. 

First stop will be at Temple, 
after which the planes will hop 
to Bryan and Eagle Lake before 
stopping for the night in Galves¬ 
ton. The tour will end with fes¬ 
tivities in Corpus Christi. 

Besides Texas points, the tour 
also will take in Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, on one of the overnight 
stops. 

Erickson said that the Convair 
plane will be scheduled for par¬ 
ticipation on one or more of the 
days, but will not take in the 
entire tour. 


Con-Trib-Club B<wd 
Cross-Section of FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 
lease analyst of material depart¬ 
ment (4). 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager. 

Fred E. Chambers, manager of 
industrial relations and security, 
secretary of the Con-Trib board. 

Grady Henry, night factory 
manager. 

S. E. Keith, Jr., assistant chief 
of traffic. 

R. H. Schwarz, assistant chief 
engineer. 


ployee financially able to do so, 
each employee’s participation is 
strictly voluntary -on his part. 

“We know the records set by 
Convair employees in the past,” 
he said, “so I have no doubt about 
their performance this time. 

. We^re only -asking that~eaeh em¬ 
ployee give according to his con¬ 
science and his financial ability.” 

New Executives 
Appointed in G.O. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ate work at Boston University in 
business administration. From 
1938 to 1942 he was with Car¬ 
negie Illinois Steel Co. in indus¬ 
trial engineering; from 1943 to 
1949 was a staff supervisor for 
Sylvania Electric Products Co. of 
New York; from 1949 to 1952 was 
superintendent of cost engineer¬ 
ing for Bigelow Sanford Carpet 
Co.; and 1952-1953 was managing 
engineer for the Port of New 
York Authority. 

Dufresne (pronounced due- 
frain) is from Montreal but came 
to the United States as a boy, 
was graduated from the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois with a BS in 1935 
and did graduate work at North¬ 
western U. From 1935 to 1945 he 
was engaged in industrial engi¬ 
neering and cost analysis work 
for R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co. 
in Chicago; and from 1945 to 1953 
was controller for the Chicago 
Railway Equipment Co. 

Mrvichin (pronounced murr- 
VITCH-in) was bom in Belgrade, 
Serbia, • and entered the United 
States as an infant. He was edu¬ 
cated in Detroit and Milwaukee 
and joined Fisher Body in Detroit 
in 1927 where he was a cost 
supervisor, leaving in 1937 to 
be chief of industrial engineering 
at Lebanon Steel Foundry. He 
left in 1941 to join Pettibone Mul- 
liken Corp. of Chicago as cost 
reduction project engineer, re¬ 
maining until he joined Convair. 


Help a buddy. Join Con-Trib- 
Club today. 


NEW TRIO—Left to right, C. W. Blount, director of cost analy¬ 
sis; M. M. Mrvichin, director of operating statistics; J. A. Dufresne, 
director of budgets, all of general office at San Diego. 
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Convair SD Will Issue 


18,000 Savings Bonds 
To Buyers in October 


Convair San Diego this month will mail out an esti¬ 
mated 18,000 U.S. Savings Bonds (of denominations of 
$25 and up) to employees who have purchased them 
through payroll deduction. 


This is the largest single 
month’s business in nearly a dec¬ 
ade and reflects the magnitude of 
last summer’s campaign which 
raised corporation wide participa¬ 
tion in regular bond buying to 
approximately 75 per cent. 

Starting in July, issuance of 
bonds at SD Division zoomed 
upward at a dizzy rate as the 
campaign progressed. 

“Frankly, it wasn’t long before 
we were nearly ‘snowed in,’ ” 
J. D. Milling, manager of general 
accounting at SD, recalled. “There 
is considerable work involved in 
setting up new accounts. Once 
they are established, however, the 
operation smooths out.” 

Despite unusual efforts to keep 
abreast of the tide, issuance of 
new bonds fell behind for a pe¬ 
riod. This is a situation that 
J. L. Terrien, SD accounting-pay¬ 
roll supervisor, said last week is 
rapidly nearing correction. 

“We hope very soon to be able 
to have paid-for bonds delivered 
by no more than a week after the 
close of the pay period which 
completes their purchase,” Ter¬ 
rien said. “In the meantime, 
bear with us. The time lag in 
issuance of bonds, however, has 
no effect on the interest or earn¬ 
ing capacity of the bond, since 
they are dated on the purchase 
date regardless of how far we 
might drop behind,” Terrien 
added. 

As a regular issuing agent for 
the Federal Reserve Bank, Con¬ 
vair keeps on hand more than a 
quarter of a million dollars (ma¬ 
turity value) of bonds, and prints 
in the name of the new owners 
and issues them as purchased. 

“However, we almost had a 
‘run on the bank’ not long ago. 
We were issuing so many new 
bonds that our stock on hand 
threatened to run .out!” Terrien 
recalled. “We had to make some 
hurry-up reorders.” 


Terrien had a few misconcep¬ 
tions about bonds to correct. 

“It happens rarely, but it does 
happen, that bonds disappear. 
They may be lost in the mails or 
through unavoidable accidents at 
home. This doesn’t mean that 
they are lost forever to the owner. 
A new bond will be issued if the 
purchaser calls at our office 
(room 500, Building 19, ext. 308) 
and fills out certain papers for 
the Federal Reserve Bank. 

“Also, addresses must be cor¬ 
rect or bonds come back to Con¬ 
vair. Postmen will not forward 
them to other addresses.” 

★ ★ ★ 

Bond Sales Threw FW 
For Temporary Loss 

Impact of savings bond drive 
was probably slightest at FW Di¬ 
vision due to the fact that the 
division had 54 per cent partici¬ 
pation at beginning of drive, and 
didn’t have so far to go to top 
the 75 per cent. 

It nevertheless was substantial, 
according to Frank P. Parker, 
manager of accounting. The 
thousands of new buyers, plus the 
many who signed up for larger 
deductions, threw the payroll sec¬ 
tion for a temporary loss. 

“But we’re well caught up 
now,” said Parker. 

Supervision to Get 
Emergency Aid Data 

A series of meetings to ac¬ 
quaint supervision at Convair San 
Diego with details of the Emer¬ 
gency Aid Program of the Con- 
Trib-Club started this week. 

First of the half-hour meetings 
was conducted at Plant 2 by 
Frank Pickard of employee serv¬ 
ice. It will ..take about... three 
weeks to cover all supervision. 





STOCKING UP—Betty McCleary and Barbara Penke store 
typical shipment of U.S. Savings Bonds (worth $176,725 maturity 
value) in payroll vault at SD to replace those bought by employees 
through payroll deduction. 



ON AND OFF—SD Fire Chief H. C. Lyter superintends job as neophyte auxiliary 
practice blaze with hose from C02 truck. Fire is made by lighting waste gasoline flc 


fireman douses 
oating on water. 


Auxiliary Fire Brigade 
To Aid Regulars at SD 

Convair San Diego's fire fighting strength reached a 
new high last week when the last group of a new 63-man 
auxiliary fire brigade finished its training. 


The brigade, composed of men 
from both first and second shifts, 
was trained over a five-week pe¬ 
riod during which each member 
received five hours of instruction. 

“Although we have trained in¬ 
dividuals in the past in how to 
operate hand fire fighting equip¬ 
ment, this is the first time we 
have had an organized group 
familiar with operating the equip¬ 
ment on our fire trucks,” Frank 
Merritt, chief of SD industrial 
security, said. “Their responsibil¬ 
ity will be to assist the regulars 
in emergencies.” 

The auxiliaries were deliberate¬ 
ly chosen from the flight line, 
ramp and model 340 and T-29 
areas, in order to increase the 
trained fire fighting potential in 
these localities. Their training 
couldn’t have been more realistic. 
They fought actual gasoline fires, 
set in a test basin near the com¬ 
pass rose on Lindbergh Field. In¬ 
structors were Eire Chief H. C. 
Lyter and other regular firemen. 

Among the equipment they be¬ 
came familiar with was that 
aboard the “Cardox Unit” which 
sprays carbon-dioxide in billow¬ 
ing white clouds, smothering gaso¬ 
line fires by cutting off the oxy¬ 


gen supply. They learned to han¬ 
dle the side hoses with care, for 
the C02, when it comes out of 
nozzles under pressure, is 110 
degrees below zero and (like dry 
ice) capable of inflicting nasty 
burns. 

First-aid, use of hand extin¬ 
guishers and the location of vari¬ 
ous pieces of. larger fire fighting 
equipment also were included in 
the course. 

“But perhaps the most impor¬ 
tant lesson they learned was that 
prevention is our greatest single 
weapon against fire,” Chief Lyter 
commented. 

“We expect the auxiliary brig¬ 
ade to quickly recognize danger 
areas and keep a close eye on 
them as they work. In case a 
fire breaks they will know 
the best tactics.” 

Future plans call for supplying 
each member of the Drigade with 
a badge or some symbol to iden¬ 
tify him. 

Short refresher courses are 
being mapped out for brigade 
members in the future in which 
they will review their training 
and be brought up to date on new 
fire-fighting equipment or meth¬ 
ods, Chief Lyter added. 


Pomona Division Continues to Lead 
As Bond Buyers Keep on Buying 


Although at times severely 
strained to keep up with the 
quickened tempo of U. S. Savings 
Bonds purchases by payroll de¬ 
duction, Pomona Division ac¬ 
counting reported this week that 
regular deliveries of paid-for 
bonds have been maintained. 

“The big increase in buying 
that accompanied the summer 
campaign of course brought a 
major advance in the work load 
of issuing bonds,” F. J. Miller, 
payroll supeiwisor, said. “We 
were closely pressed but managed 
to keep up. Our biggest single 
difficulty has been with wrong 
addresses.” 


Miller explained that changes 
of address must be reported at 
once. New deduction cards must 
be filled out at Employee Service 
carrying the new and correct ad¬ 
dress. Otherwise bonds go astray. 

Normally, when purchase of a 
bond has been completed on a 
Friday, the bond is in the mail 
by the following Tuesday. 

Incidentally, Pomona Division 
continues to maintain its posi¬ 
tion as one of leaders in Con¬ 
vair in bond buying by payroll 
deduction. The current percent¬ 
age is 78, the same as that 
reached at the height of the 
summer campaign. 


Fabrication Plant 1 
Repeats as Monthly 
Housekeep Winner 

For the second straight month, 
fabrication at Plant 1 won pos¬ 
session of the good housekeeping 
trophy at Convair SD during Sep¬ 
tember. 

Fabrication employees failed to 
receive a single violation, while 
experimental with two and elec¬ 
tronics with one tied for second. 
Tool manufacturing, Plant 1, was 
third with three violations. 

Plant total for the month 
moved from .022 violations per 
employee to .023. 

VIOLATIONS 
PER EMPLOYEE 
SEPT. AUG. 


Fabrication, Plant 1 ...000 .000 

Experimental .001 .006 

Electronics . .001 .014 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 .002 .010 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 . .003 .033 

Fabrication, Plant 2 .004 .019 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 .006 .010 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 .017 .036 

T-29 Primary & Major _ .018 .019 

Material ..:.022 .057 

Plant Engineering, Plant 2.. .032 .001 

R3Y Major .036 .028 

R3Y Final .047 .043 

340 Major & Final .059 .036 

F 102-B-36 Components .060 .010 

Field Operations .„.060 .000 

T-29 Final .062 .053 

Plant Engineering, Plant 2 .077 .132 


FW Engineers See 
Lunchtime Movies 

Movies with lunch — if you 
bring your own lunch — are now 
showing at noon in Convair Fort 
Worth’s engineering department 
every Thursday. 

Films usually are of special 
interest, such as the reels sched¬ 
uled for tomorrow (Oct. 8) on 
the Farnsborough Aircraft Show 
held recently in England. 

Showing of the films is under 
direction of E. D. Rohn and R. L. 
Churchill. A. M. Harrison mans 
the projector. 


Convair Guard Dies 
Of Bullet Wound 

Weston W. Lee, guard at Con¬ 
vair FW Division, was shot and 
killed Sept. 23 at his farm near 
Stephenville, Tex. 

The accident occurred when his 
son, Vance K. Lee, 20, was un¬ 
loading a .22 calibre rifle. Lee, 
who was 45, died almost instantly. 

Lee is survived by his wife, an¬ 
other son, Billy West Lee, of 
Graham, and his parents. 




* PAYROLL 


RECOGNITION—At all Convair divisions there was formal recognition recently 
from the U.S. Treasury Department for results achieved in last summer's drive to 
boost sale of Savings Bonds. In left-hand photo, H. S. Naish, Pomona division 
campaign chairman, inspects pennant award with C. F. Horne, division manager; 
J. P. Edwards, Pomona city bond chairman; and George Grieb of Los Angeles. U.S. 


Treasury representative. In center picture, SD Division Manager B. F. Cogg.an 
receives citation from P. L. Gildred, San Diego county bond chairman. At right, 
H. J. Hughes, Savings Bond deputy director, presents pennant to J. E. Arnold, 
Daingerfield Division manager, whose division scored 85.9 per cent participation in 
payroll bond-buying. Fort Worth Division also received similar recognition. 
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A Guppy s Life is Same as Riley s 
When he Belongs to Ralph Reade 


ALLEY OOP—Caught in mid-air during comedy stunt dive is Frank Munson of Dept. 225 at San 
Diego. He does it for laughs, but doesn't advise anyone else to try it.__ 


Says SD Aquaman: 

Clown Diving Fun—But There's 
'Tendency' to Break Your Neck 


“Anything for a laugh” means 
just that to Frank Munson of 
Dept. 225 at San Diego. 

He’ll do it, and does. 

For example, here is one that 
always brings down the house, 
and Munson, too. As a member 
of the comedy diving team 
known as the Silly Dilly Hounds, 
he mounts a diving tower with 
a coil of rope and a 25-pound 
anchor. One end of the rope is 
secured to his neck, the other 
end to the anchor. 

“I guess it’s the suspense 
that puts the stunt over,” Mun¬ 
son said. “The crowd doesn’t 


give 


REPEATER—Floyd Clark, FW 
department clerk, for second 
straight year has won blue ribbon 
for oil paintings entered in North 
Central Texas Fair. He is shown 
with one of his canvases, a repro¬ 
duction of original. 


know what to expect. I _ 
the anchor a big heave out over 
the pool and inevitably it 
pulls me with it, a second or 
two later!” 

Munson has a difficult time ex¬ 
plaining how he does the trick 
without hurting himself. (Inci¬ 
dentally, he has never been in¬ 
jured in some five years of stunt 
diving.) 

“I guess it’s timing. I give a 
little jump, but mainly the 
anchor pulls me off. It’s quite a 
sensation... I wouldn’t advise 
anybody to try it. There’s a 
tendency to bre&k your neck...” 

The diving team to which he 
belongs is part of the San Diego 
Swimming Association’s “Aqua 
Capers” which includes water 
ballets and diving exhibitions 
and performs for various service 
shows and charities. They were 
on the program of the recent 
Navy Relief Carnival at San 
Diego. The comedy, team’s part pi 
the performance is about six 
minutes of concentrated horse¬ 
play. The routine is carefully 
worked out, however, and usually 
takes about a year of practice 
to perfect. Even though the rou¬ 
tine has been completed, Munson 
and his associates practice two 
hours weekly to keep their tim¬ 
ing. 

“Crowds seem to like it best 
when we jump in with clothes 
on,” he recalled. “So we have 
quite a wardrobe, even a west¬ 
ern costume with boots and ten 
gallon hat.” 

A dive that everyone who 
swims has achieved at one time 
or another is still the hardest to 
do. Without doing damage, that 
is. This is the “belly flop.” From 
a ten-foot tower it becomes a 
dangerous stunt. 

“There are two ways to do it. 
Hit flat or arch your back. Per¬ 
sonally, I prefer to do it flat. 
The other way there is a tend¬ 
ency to break something, more so 
than flat anyhow. The trick is 
to relax just as you hit the 
water. And that takes rather 
good control of your nerves ...” 


Convair SD Invited 
To 'USO Week-End' 

The San Diego USO Advisory 
Council has proclaimed Oct. 16, 
17 and 18 as “USO Week-end,” 
and all Convair SD people are 
cordially invited. 

Included in the events is a 
military band concert in the Pla¬ 
za, followed by open house at all 
USO clubs and centers Friday 
night; a free football game be 
tween two Marine Corps teams 
at Balboa Stadium Saturday aft¬ 
ernoon; and a dance and floor 
show, open to the public, at Mis¬ 
sion Beach Ballroom Saturday 
night. Convair girls are particu¬ 
larly invited to attend the dance, 
a semi-formal affair, from 8 to 
11:30 p.m. They may bring dates, 
or attend unescorted. Senior hosts 
and hostesses will chaperon. 


“Poor” fish? 

Hardly, if they happen to be 
lucky enough to be the fish of 
Ralph Reade, Convair FW engi¬ 
neering test laboratories chief, or 
his wife, who are tropical fish 
hobbyists. 

Reade’s guppies, for instance, 
would hardly qualify for sympa¬ 
thy. They lead the life of Riley 
in heated tanks, eating food like 
ground beef hearts. And never a 
worry about the price of beef. 

The pampered life they lead 
paid off recently when Reade won 
first prize for the best egg-laying 
aquarium in the Fort Worth 
Aquarium Society exhibit. 

Not only guppies, but angel 
fish and inch - long catfish are 
members of the Reade collection. 
He and his wife, Peggy, have 
been raising fish for about ten 
years. 

“There was a time when a 
whole tankful of guppies would 
die overnight,” said Reade. “And 
then they started living. Now I 
have so many guppies I don’t 
know what to do with them. 

“Tropical fish raising is really 
a great hobby and they make 
wonderful pets,” Reade said. 


“They don’t make any noise, no 
hair on the furniture, and you 
don’t have to let them out at 
night! 


iii - 1 

mm 




V v 


TANK FULL — Ralph Reade 
checks on prize-winners. 


Meetings Changed So 
Convair Can Attend 

In order to accommodate sec¬ 
ond shift Convair FW employees, 
meeting dates of the Samson 
Civic League have been changed 
to Saturday nights, according to 
C. O. Kilgore, president. Next 
meeting will be at 7 p.m. Oct. 17 
in the Samson park to discuss 
proposed site for a fire station. 
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SOFT LIFE—Pampered fish that won award for Ralph Reade of 
Convair FW stare back at any and all observers. 


Baroness Visiting FW Family Hopes 
To Take Texas Boots Back to Vienna 


Hostess to Austrian nobility is 
the off-duty role being played 
these days by Nancy Heidler of 
Convair FW’s contracts depart¬ 
ment, in her home at 1200 Fifth 
Ave. 

Visiting her and her husband, 
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Revisions Quarterly 
For SD Phone Book 

Under continuous revision to 
meet changing extension num¬ 
bers, the telephone book schedule 
for Convair San Diego is now 
geared to achieve a 100 per cent 
change about every three months. 

Changes are made by section, 
with new inserts carrying their 
dates of publication, H. H. Aiman 
of office services explained. Re¬ 
sponsibility for distribution with¬ 
in a department rests with the 
department head. Aiman advised 
destroying old inserts as soon as 
new ones have been obtained. For 
details, or additional copies of 
inserts, call ext. 740, Plant 1. 


Max Heidler, are Baroness Ida 
Gerlach, Heidler’s sister, and Mrs. 
Marguerite Dexter., both of Vien¬ 
na, Austria. 

And it’s been 41 years since the 
last visit. 

“We are so impressed with 
Texas,” the Austrian visitors said. 
“Everyone has been wonderful to 
us.” 

Speaking perfect English with 
an accent resembling Zsa Zsa Ga¬ 
bor’s, they commented on Amer¬ 
ican washing machines and mar¬ 
veled at television. 

“Our clothes in Austria are 


very expensive for our dollars, 
but they would not be for you 
Americans,” the baroness said. 
“We also have many things made. 
A woman there would not be real¬ 
ly dressed up unless her shoes 
had been custom made.” 

When shown Texas boots, both 
women .expressed the hope they 
may take a pair back to Austria. 

The visitors brought with them 
many fascinating gifts, such as 
linens and lace work, a set of 
Meissner- china that has been in 
the family 150 years, and some 
of the old family jewels. 


. . Now will ya toss me a match?" 


Flag at Half Mast 
For Justice Vinson 

Convair FW Division’s flag was 
due to be flying high again to¬ 
day. 

It has been at half-mast since 
President Eisenhower on Sept. 7 
proclaimed a 30-day mourning 
period after death of Chief Jus¬ 
tice Fred Vinson. 

Explanation of the handling of 
the flag was made by I. B. Hale, 
industrial security chief, after 
many queries. 


FEMININE TALK—It's same in Texas or Austria. Left to right: 
Mrs. Marguerite Dexter of Vienna, Austria; Nancy Heidler of con¬ 
tracts FW, and latter's sister-in-law, Baroness Ida Gerlach of Vienna. 
Topic is 150-year-old china. 
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A Week’s Jaunt 


Mules Perform Hard Work For 
Pomona Hikers in High Sierras 

Although Daniel Boone might have covered more dis¬ 
tance in the same time, it’s doubtful if he ever traveled 
as comfortably as did six Convair Pomona men who last 
month made a seven-day, 64 mile hike trip through the 


High Sierras. 

The men—Clark Allardt, Bob 
Glowacki, A1 Owings, Rol Sutton 
and A1 Kisko of Engineering and 
Lorenzo Jones of Experimental— 
covered mountain trails which 
sometimes took them more than 
12,000 feet above sea level and 
never below 8,000 feet. But for 
the most part they proceeded at 
a leisurely pace, stopping when¬ 
ever and wherever the impulse 
struck them, and most of the 
hard work—carrying supplies and 
equipment—was done by three 
pack mules. 

“We made the trip to enjoy 
ourselves, not to kill ourselves 
working,” Glowacki said. “We 
wanted to take some pictures, do 
some fishing, and just get away 
from civilization for awhile. We 
managed to accomplish all three.” 

Leaving their cars at Inde¬ 
pendence, Calif., the men jour¬ 
neyed by truck with their mules 
to a point about 18 miles south¬ 
west of Bishop. There they load¬ 
ed their mules and started hiking. 

“We took sleeping bags, two- 
man tents and fishing tackle as 
our main items of equipment,” 
Owings said. “We also carried 
plenty of food, most of it de¬ 
hydrated. 

“About the most popular food 
item we had was dehydrated 
soup. It’s easy to carry, easy 


to prepare, and it really gives 
one an energy boost at the end 
of a hard day. Tastes good, 
too.” 

Fishing was excellent all along 
the route, and even the most 
ardent anglers among the group 
got their fill of the sport. 

“One evening when most of us 
were feeling especially tired we 
made camp and decided to fore¬ 
go fishing—all of us except Al¬ 
lardt. He had been gone about 
10 minutes when he returned with 
a golden trout which measured 
15 % inches. In less than five 
minutes we ‘got well’ and all of 
us were fishing,” Owings recalled. 

Although mules are notorious 
for their bad oehavior, only once 
on the trip did they give any real 
trouble. 

“The first morning out Sutton 
and I, both inexperienced in han¬ 
dling mules, were late in getting 
started,” Owings said. “After 
much trouble we finally got the 
mule loaded, out we didn’t do it 
very well. The mule took off at 
a fast pace to catch up with 
the others, scattering food and 
equipment for a couple of hun¬ 
dred yards up the trail. I ran 
about two miles up the trail and 
got Glowacki, who soon put the 
mule straight on what we expect¬ 
ed. After that we had no trouble. 

“We soon found that if you let 
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A FAR PIECE—This is route followed by intrepid Pomona hikers. 


a mule know from the beginning 
that you are the boss, he’ll do 
about anything you want him to.” 

After the first day or two the 
men became accustomed to the 
rarified air found at high alti¬ 
tudes. Only once after that, when 
going through Glenn Pass at 
12,409 feet altitude, did they feel 
a lack of oxygen. 

“But after the trip when we 
were returning to the lower 
levels we could feel the air ‘press¬ 
ing in’ on us,” Glowacki said. 

Early in the trip Jones and 
Kisko became separated from the 
other four and pushed on ahead 
while the others remained all day 
in one spot for fishing. They re¬ 
mained ahead until the next to 
the last day of the trip, when 
they stopped at Rea Lakes to do 
some fishing of their own. 

“We saw quite a bit of snow, 
but we only crossed one field of 
it,” Kisko said. “Although snow 
in August was a novelty, we were 
told that there is less of it in the 
Sierras this year than normally.” 


ON THE TRAIL—Left to right, Lorenzo Jones, Al Kisko, Rol 
Sutton, Al Owings, Bob Glowacki, Clark Allardt, and mules that 
did pack work. 


Cost of the entire trip, includ¬ 
ing food, rental of the mules and 
transportation, averaged less than 


$30 per person. 

“Staying at home would have 
cost more,” Owings commented. 


VARIETY—Hiking trip through High Sierras unfolded some terrific scenery. 
From left: Glenn Pass (12,409 feet), highest point on trip; campfire scene with 


Sutton, Glowacki, Allardt and Owings; scene at Rea Lakes (note snow patches); 
and trail up to Bishop Pass. Distance as crow flies was only 64 miles. 


Wooden Shoes Were Fashionable When 
SD Plater Learned Trade in 90 s 


Trophy Donated by FW Management Club 
'Steals Show' at NAF Milwaukee Meeting 


Old-timers who doggedly insist 
it was “better in the old days” 
will get some opposition from 
Robert (Scotty) Johnston, elec¬ 
troplater at Convair SD ; who has 
been plying his trade for some 
58 years. 

“Everything’s better. There’s 
no comparison,” he said last week 
as he harked back to the early 
years of the century and beyond. 

“For example, we used to wear 
wooden shoes to keep acid off our 
feet. They were hot in summer 
and cold in winter and rubbed 
blisters. We wore white cloth 
aprons (symbol of the trade) but 
they weren’t much protection. 
Nowadays we have rubber aprons 
and plastic face shields and walk 
on raised platforms.” 


In other years platers were 
segregated in small shops with 
their hot tubs and harmful acids. 
It was almost unbearably hot in 
summer and in winter it wasn’t 
uncommon to break ice off the 
tubs before the day’s work began. 

When Scotty first took up his 
father’s trade in Clydebank, Scot¬ 
land, three-burner gas stoves 
supplied heat to the wooden tanks 
that were lined with burlap im¬ 
pregnated with tar to stop leaks. 
Individual parts were cooled by 
swinging them through the air, 
a practice that usually sprayed 
everyone else in the room. Be¬ 
fore leaving at night, tanks were 
cooled by the primitive practice 
of tossing cold water into them. 
The resulting steam frequently 


filled the room and stopped 
operations. 

“That was about the only 
‘steam heat’ we had, and it wasn’t 
welcome.” 

Johnston came to America in 
1906 and worked in Philadelphia 
and Canada. He fought in World 
War I with a Canadian-Scottish 
unit, was captured and spent 
four years as a prisoner. In 1937 
he moved with his family to Cali¬ 
fornia and four years later joined 
Convair (then Consolidated), re¬ 
maining until the end of the war, 
after which he joined with Maj. 
Reuben H. Fleet (founder of Con¬ 
solidated) in a private plating 
business of which he was genera 
manager. Then he retired. 

“But my retirement lasted only 
three months. I returned to Con¬ 
vair in 1950 and plan to stay as 
long as they need me.” 

Evidence that Scotty’s long ex¬ 
perience has been of value to 
Convair as well as to himself is 
that Employee Suggestion records 
show that over the years he has 
been paid more than $1,500 in 
awards for constructive ideas! 

“Know what the wage scale 
was when I first went to work 
back in the 90’s? It was $2 for 
a 60-hour week!” 


Bloodmobile Donors 
Supply 428 Pints 

Convair Pomona people donated 
a total of 428 pints of blood when 
the bloodmobile made its second 
visit to the plant Sept. 28-29, 
H. S. Naish, employee service 
supervisor, reported. 

Representing all departments, 
the donors were selected from 
the 588 persons who volunteered. 


Convair FW stole the show 
with the presentation of the 
Management Club Trophy by 
President Ray Kendall at the an¬ 
nual National Association of 
Foremen convention in Milwau¬ 
kee last month. 

Presented to the NAF for the 
first time, the trophy will be kept 
in Dayton until convention time 
next September. At that time it 
will be presented to the Manage¬ 
ment Club “most effective in de¬ 
velopment of its members into 
professional status through edu¬ 
cation and training.” It is a ro¬ 
tating trophy. 

“The trophy was received with 
a lot of enthusiasm,” said Wes 
Magnuson, fabrication superin¬ 
tendent. “Our various exhibits 
also attracted attention.” 

Among the exhibits was the 
“whirligig” prepared by Convair 
San Diego Division. The whirli¬ 
gig shows models of all Convair 

Limestone Airmen 
Get 1,000-Hr. Pins 

Twenty-one officers and airmen 
of the 42nd Heavy Bombardment 
Wing, Limestone Air Force Base, 
are new members of the Air 
Force’s B-36 “1,000-Hour” Club. 

Presentation of 1,000 hour pins 
provided by Convair was made at 
a formal review in honor of crew 
members. Col. Bertram C. Harri¬ 
son, wing commander, made the 
presentation, assisted by Law¬ 
rence P. Rader of Convair FW. 


McKAY ASSIGNED 

As an assignment in connection 
with the executive development 
program at Convair SD, Harry 
McKay reported to B. P. Gibbons, 
manager of material, Sept. 28 for 
duty until Nov. 1. 


products from guided missiles to 
B-36s. This and other exhibits 
were on display in the Hotel 
Schroeder where the convention 
was held. 

Led by Kendall, the seven Con¬ 
vair delegates attended work¬ 
shops on such topics as labor re¬ 
lations, human relations, atomic 
energy, free enterprise and super¬ 
vision. They also heard addresses 
by Ralph Damon, TWA president, 
and Fred Smith, Gruen Watch Co. 
president. 

Delegates were: Cecil Carter, 
Al Combs, George Gleeson, 
Jimmy Harwell, Howard Lee, 
Magnuson and Kendall. 



FOR DEVELOPMENT — Des¬ 
tined to be awarded each year 
to Management Club that has 
done best job in promoting pro¬ 
fessional development of its 
members is this new trophy cre¬ 
ated by Convair FW club. 



CHANGING TRADE—Tubs were of wood when Robert (Scotty) 
Johnston started plating, nearly 60 years ago. Since then, times 
have changed, for the better. 
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Hundreds Swarm Grounds at Daingerfield Picnic 


BIG TIME—Daingerfield employees gathered for annual picnic where plenty of 
fun and food was available. Mrs. E. M. Wilson displays victor's smile after winning 


TV set in drawing. Balloon contest (below at left) was staged to determine "Best 
Athlete." Object is to burst balloon tied to back. 




Battle Royal 
Sparks Fete 

Convair Daingerfield Division 
employees gathered Sept. 13 at 
Daingerfield’s state park for their 
annual employee’s picnic. 

J. E. Arnold, division manager, 
was on hand to greet employees 
and to thank them for their co¬ 
operation during the past year 
of operation. 

Highlight of games and con¬ 
tests was a “battle royal” in 
which contestants vied with one 
another to see who could remain 
in a ring longest with an un¬ 
broken balloon tied to his back. 
Fred Smith emerged the winner 
after a hilarious bout with J, M. 
Luther. 

Also on the program was a 
drawing for the gate prize, a 
21-inch television console. Mrs. 
E. M. Wilson, of the photographic 
and reproduction department, held 
the lucky ticket. 

The crowd consumed huge 
quantities of fried chicken, po¬ 
tato salad and baked beans fur¬ 
nished by Convair families. CRA 
supplied drinks, bread and ice 
cream. 

After the picnic supper, em¬ 
ployees had a chance to win cool¬ 
ers, clocks, lighters, and electric 
toasters and many other prizes 
in a series of games. 

Charles Jackson, CRA president, 
and Noble Moore, industrial re¬ 
lations supervisor, headed the 
committee in charge of arrange¬ 
ments for the picnic. 

'Twilight Walk’ 
Opens Oct. 15 

Mystery and suspense will be 
available to Convair FW em¬ 
ployees and friends next week 
when CRA Wing and Masque 
players open the fall season with 
the three-act thriller, “Twilight 
Walk.” 

The curtain goes up at 8 p.m. 
Oct. 15, 16, 17, 23 and 24 at 2966 
Park Hill Drive, where 15 Con¬ 
vair employees and members of 
their families will enact the 
drama. 

E. S. Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, said the production is 
not recommended for children. It 
is being directed by Murrel Mor¬ 
ris. 

Tickets are available at the 
CRA office or from Wing and 
Masque members at a special 
price of $3.50 for the season’s 
five productions. 

CRA Dancing Class 
Open to Youngsters 

If Convair youngsters want to 
learn to dance under professional 
instruction, CRA makes it pos¬ 
sible. 

CRA is sponsoring a beginners 
class for children of Convair em¬ 
ployees. 

Tentatively, instruction is 
scheduled for 10 or 11 a.m. each 
Saturday. China White of the 
Arthur Murray Studio in Fort 
Worth will instruct. 

Enrolments in the class are 
being accepted now at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141 or at ext 3121. 


THE CROSS—L. T. Payne, Dept. 50, one of leading contenders 
in checker tourney, looks smug after getting J. J. Stegall, Dept. 
93, in losing position. When Stegall jumps, Payne jumps, Stegall 
jumps again and Payne takes three to the king row. First half of 
championship flight is Saturday at CRA Center. 


Checker Tourney Set to Go Into 
Championship Flight (or Title 

Eight pairs of Convair FW checker sharpies will match 
wits at the CRA Center on Saturday, Oct. 10, as the champ¬ 
ionship flight of the plant-wide tournament gets under 
way. 

J. E. Pair, CRA checker commissioner, said that a like 
number will play the following Saturday to determine 

the plant championship. 

In preliminary play, contestants 
from various areas of the plant 
matched their skills to determine 
zone winners. The sharpies were 
then eligible to compete in the 
two championship flights Oct. 10 
and 17. 

Plenty of keen competition has 
been in evidence throughout the 
plant during lunch hour play. 

“We feel we’ve got a good 
tournament under way,” said 
Pair, “ and we’d especially like to 
thank everyone who’s participated 
in the play.” 

Last year’s champion, E. J. 

Luedtke, Dept. 6, is one of the 
top contenders for this year’s 
title. Also in the running is J. J. 

Stegall, Dept. 93. 


Party Bridge Night 
Planned for Friday 

An evening of fun is promised 
Friday, Oct. 9, for all Convair 
FW bridge players—including 
those who can trump a partner’s 
ace and think nothing of it. 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, emphasized that 
the Friday session—starting at 
8 p.m. at CRA Center—is strictly 
for fun “and you don’t have to 
be an expert to join in.” 

It will be party bridge—not 
duplicate. 

Play will continue until 11 p.m., 
and free refreshments and prizes 
will be awarded the players. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 pm. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with equipment. Range open to all from 

6 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, extension 3146. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday 7 to 10 p.m. starting Oct. 13 at W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes Sun¬ 
days at 2 and 4:15 p.m. CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals, CRA 
center 7 p.m. every Thursday. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout starting 
Oct. 7 from 7 to 10 p.m. and every Wednesday night at W. C. Stripling Jr. High. For 
further information contact Tucknies at 6210 or StJ-6921 or CRA office 5141. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular play Friday night at 
CRA center. Master point night second Friday of each month. Special plant-wide 
party Friday 8 p.m. CRA center. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Meeting Oct. 12 at CRA center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS AND DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. Champ¬ 
ionship flight Oct. 10, 17 at CRA Center. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. 
each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each M.onday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. “Twilight Walk” will be presented 
8 p.m. Oct. 15, 16, 17, 23, 24, CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 52%. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night, 8 to 
10 p.m., when ice is in Will Rogers Coliseum. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Monthly meeting control 
line group 7:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at CRA Center. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 

7 p.m. each Tuesday at CRA center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50 foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155, instructions and dancing 
for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 12, 19. Advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at 
Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 13, 18, CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. Activity discontinued until spring. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Ptnnington, commissioner, ext. 3238. Plant wide singles 
tournament at CRA center on Saturday 2 p.m., Oct. 17. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift, 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday. Thursday and Saturday at CRA center; for second and third 
shift, 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 



REHEARSING—Caught in conversation are Bill Harrison, Paula 
Haywood and Bill Vance as they prepare for CRA's Wing and 
Masque "Twilight Walk", mystery drama opening Oct. 15 at CRA 
Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 
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COURT CHAMPIONS—Convair tennis champs pose for pho¬ 
tographer after plant-wide tournament. Front row, Wilma Miller 
and Jeannine Jackson; back row, Oscar Hood, Ed Krug, Walter 
Bradley, Phil Mahaffey and Frank Caldarola. 



Table Tennis 
Tourney Nears 

Convair table tennis players 
are warming up “for the plant¬ 
wide tournament which will begin 
Oct. 24. 

Part of the warm-up for a few 
of the players took place recently 
when the CRA team met the 
Houston City team for some fast 
play. 

The CRA group won 41 of the 
64 games, playing singles and, 
doubles against varied Houston 
champions. Top player for Con¬ 
vair was Jim Collin, who won 
10 and lost 4 matches. Teamed 
with John Rangel, CRA table 
tennis commissioner, they won 
three of their doubles matches. 

Dub Ballow and Clayton Dil- 
worth won their match over third 



MEXICAN VACATION—Jack 
and Margaret Nickels, Dept. 22, 
caught these 125-lb. sailfish on 
vacation in Acapulco. Biggest 
got away though—a shark that 
tore away from Mrs. Nickels' 
hook 30 feet from boat. 


ranking doubles players in the 
state. 

Registration for the plant-wide 
tournament will be taken by Ran¬ 
gel at 5296 or the CRA office, 
5141. 



PRACTICING—John Rangel, 
CRA table tennis commissioner, 
displays correct form while warm¬ 
ing up for plant-wide table ten¬ 
nis tournament Oct. 24. 

Rhoades Bowls 698 
For New League High 

M. D. Rhoades bowled a high 
698 total series last week to take 
first place in the Industrial En¬ 
gineering bowling league. He 
racked up 243, 229, and 226. 

Team Two is leading the league 
with a 10-2 score; Team Three 
is second with 9-3; Team Five 
is third with 8-4; and Team One 
is fourth with 6-6. 

Eight five-man teams are bowl¬ 
ing in this league on Mondays at 
Bowlanes. 

In the Engineering League, the 
Stumble Bums and Knickerbock¬ 
er Beers moved into a tie with 
the Schmatums for the top spot 
with the John Tanner’s hot roll¬ 
ing providing the Beers with 
enough to win four points. 

The leaders have won 13 and 
lost seven, while the second place 
Pin Heads are one point behind. 

Rollo Hands shot high series 
with 586 and the Beer team had 
a high single game with 916. 



PRIZE CATCH—M. O. Farmer, F. W. Giles, Fred Carlile and son 
Jimmy display more than ample collection they caught at Corpus 
Christi recently. Carlile is photography supervisor. 


Bradley-Miller 
Duo Cops Tennis 
Mixed Doubles 

Walter Bradley and Wilma Mil¬ 
ler teamed last week to down 
Lillian and Oscar Hood 6-2, 6-2 
to win the mixed doubles in the 
plant-wide tennis tournament. 

Taking men’s doubles were 
Frank Caldarola and Phil Ma¬ 
haffey, 6-4, 6-2, over the Hood- 
Bradley duo. 

Other winners on the Forest 
Park Courts were Oscar Hood 
and Wilma Miller, taking men’s 
and women’s singles champion¬ 
ships, Ed Krug, winner of con¬ 
solation round, and Wilma Miller 
and Jeannine Jackson in women’s 
doubles. 

Bradley is CRA tennis com¬ 
missioner. 

20 Shoot in CRA 
Archery Tourney 

Approximately 20 people gath¬ 
ered at the CRA ranch Sept. 19 
and 20 to participate in the first 
CRA-sponsored state-wide invi¬ 
tational archery tournament. 

Taking first prize was H. G. 
Cook, of Fort Worth, who also 
won the August archery shoot. 
He placed first in target and 
clout for men. 

Other winners in the men’s 
division were Ray Rogers, who 
was second in York round; Fran¬ 
cis Rhodes, from Houston, who 
was second in the American; A. 
Brown, a Convair employee, sec¬ 
ond in clout; and Larry Brown, 
Fort Worth, who won flight shoot 
with 430 yards. 

Top winner in the women’s 
division Was Mrs. Francis Rhodes, 
who won target shoot and placed 
second in the clout. She received 
the new rotating trophy which 
must be won four time for perm¬ 
anent possession. 

Other women winners were 
Mrs. Larry Brown, second in Co¬ 
lumbia and American and first 
in flight, and Mrs. Betty Jones, 
clout. 

The junior American was won 
by Kay Brockermeyer, daughter 
of A. W. Brockermeyer, Dept. 
65. 

Novice Tops CRA 
Lens Veterans 

Winifred Seaman, of Convair 
FW Dept. 6, stumped the experts 
in the September CRA Camera 
Club contest. 

She took first prize in the color 
division with the first picture on 
her first roll of color film. George 
Lockhart was second and Art 
Hoel third. 

J. W. Goodman won first prize 
in the black and white division, 
Herbert Reismann took second 
and Joyce Hendry was third. 

Leading in total points for all 
sharpshooter contests is Joyce 
Hendry with 25. Tied for second 
are W. H. Shell and Jim House. 

Ties Mark Tallies 
In Bowling League 

Two and three-way ties dotted 
the scoreboards the past week in 
the CRA-sponsored Convair Clas¬ 
sic bowling league and the Con¬ 
vair Guys and Gals league. 

In the Classic league, Teams 
Three and Two are tied for first 
place with a 6-2 standing. The 
Knickerbockers and Team Five 
are tied for second place with 
5-3. A three-way tie exists among 
Murphy’s Meats, Team Seven and 
Team Six with 3-5 scores. Team 
Four trails with a 1-7 tally. 

High games to date were bowl¬ 
ed by Team Three with 2787, 
Team Five with 2741, and Team 
Eight with 2701. 

In the Convair Guys and Gals 
league, Earl Rubush with 641 
and Dorothy Legett with 496 have 
high individual scores. 

Team 18 and Team 13 are tied 
for first with a 13-3 record, Team 
20 and Team Five are second 
and third with 12 V2-3V2 and 12-4 
scores. Team One is fourth with 
11-5. 



SEASON OPENER—CRA Basketball commissioner Ed Tucknies 
throws up first ball of season as Sam Bishop (19) and Lyndon Craw¬ 
ford (18) jump. Bill Billworth (17) stands by for the big move. CRA 
basketball activity opens tonight at W. C. Stripling Gym. 


Volleyball Enthusiasts Point 
For City, State Competition 


CRA volleyball players are getting their exercise every 
Monday night at Ernest Parker gym and having a good 
time doing it, according to H. L. Shaw, CRA volleyball com¬ 
missioner. 

Men’s, women’s and mixed games are played each week 

in the two and a half hour ses¬ 


sion. Coaching and instruction 
are provided by CRA. 

“We are trying to get into 
shape to compete in city and 
possibly state-wide play,” said 
Shaw. “We’ve got a good group 


playing now, but new players are 
always welcome.” 

The group meets 7 to 9 p.m. 
Mondays. Employees interested 
in playing, or in learning how, 
may sign up in the CRA office, 
ext. 5141. 



OVER THE NET—Husky volleyball players shown at crucial mo¬ 
ment are H. L. Shaw, Andy D'Ascenzo, Kenneth Brown, Buck Rober¬ 
son. Group meets at Ernest Parker Gymn on Mondays. 
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Where Does Con-Trib Money Go? These Photos Give Answer 


Words fail, and even pictures fall short, of reflecting the many avenues by which Con-Trib-Club 
funds help distressed. Above are a few instances of club's direct aid. Left to right, hydrotherapy 
tank bought by club for polio ward at City-County Hospital; collapsible wheelchairs for polio 


sufferers; and beds for such as this youngster; while at far right Milton Stewart (Emergency Aid 
chairman) delivers check to H. W. Turner to help him over temporary difficulty, occasioned by 
back injury. Below is a true story about another case of Emergency Aid. 


Con-Trib's Largest Gift 
Slated For United Fund 

A total of 45 Fort Worth and Tarrant County agencies 
serving thousands of persons—from newly-born infants to 
the aged, halt and lame—will be included in the 1953-54 
Convair Employees’ Con-Trib-Club program under tenta¬ 
tive plans announced this week. 


Here's True Case of How 
Emergency Aid Helped 


The board of directors of CTC 
announced tentative plans for 
these disbursements in the year 
beginning Dec. 1, 1953. Proposed 
gifts are detailed elsewhere on 
this page. 

It was explained by CTC board 
members that if circumstances 
make it advisable, these planned 
contributions may be changed, 
but that as things stand at this 
point, it appears these contribu¬ 
tions will be made if sufficient 
funds are provided by employees. 

The “estimated cost to CTC 
fund of cancelled and suspended 
pledges during the year” is the 
amount of money which the board 
estimates will have been pledged 


Convair FW to See 
United Fund Movie 

A movie showing the work of 
the 42 agencies of the Fort Worth 
Tarrant County United Fund will 
be shown on first and second shift 
lunch periods Monday, Oct. 12. 
The film will be presented in the 
50-foot aisle shortly after 11 a.m. 
and 7:45 p.m. 


by employees, but not paid due to 
terminations and due to absences. 

The other items on the tenta¬ 
tive budget are approximately 
five per cent greater than in the 
previous year, due largely to the 
addition of new agencies to the 
program and to increased costs of 
the work done by the agencies 
because prices have gone up and 
because Fort Worth's population 
again this year is larger. 

The fund for “other organized 
charities” will be allocated during 
the year if the need develops. 

The $16,662 for emergency aid 
to Convair families is approxi¬ 
mately 10 per cent of the total 
amount planned for other chari¬ 
ties. The board explained, how¬ 
ever, that if the need develops, it 
will consider additional funds for 
the program. 

Under the emergency aid fund, 
financial assistance is provided 
Convair families under certain 
conditions when they find them¬ 
selves in emergency need due to 
circumstances beyond their own 
control. 


Proposed Budget 
For FW Con-Trib 
During 1953-1954 

United Fund (which sup¬ 
ports 42 agencies)_$116,130 

Local Polio Program _ 18,480 

Tuberculosis Society .... 9,555 

Crusade for Freedom .... 7,500 

For other organized 
charities which may 
develop during the 

year . 14,955 

Emergency Aid for Con¬ 
vair families . 16,662 

Estimated cost to C-T-C 
fund of cancelled and 
suspended pledges 
during the year . ...... 9,164 

TOTAL .. $192,446 


United Fund Budget 
Requires $1,420,395 

The 1953-54 United Fund budg¬ 
et (to which Convair employees 
contribute substantially through 
Con-Trib-Club) is $1,420,395.41, a 
4.5 per cent increase over the 
previous year. The fund supports 
the work of 42 agencies whose 
costs have increased in that 
amount due to rising prices and 
added demands brought on by 
Fort Worth's increasing popula¬ 
tion. 


Fifty-one dollars and 80 cents. 

That isn't a lot of money these 
days, but to one Convair employee 
it meant the difference between 
being thrown into the street or 
keeping a roof over his family's 
head. 

And Con-Trib-Club’s emergency 
aid program came to his aid, as it 
will to hundreds of other Convair 
families in the coming year. 

His difficulties began when he 
was injured in May. Unable to 
work for several months, his 
group insurance was all the in¬ 
come available to pay the rent 
and provide food for his wife and 
five children. Five children: from 
17 days to six years old. 

When group insurance benefits 
were exhausted, he was at the 
end of his rope. 

Even though he was back at 
work, he still didn't have—and 
had no way to obtain—money to 
pay the $51.80 in past-due rent. 
He received a notice from the 
housing authority: pay the rent 
by Friday or be evicted by court 
order. 

That's when Sam Keith, assist¬ 
ant chief of traffic and a member 
of Con-Trib-Club's board of direc¬ 
tors, heard about it. And it was 
Friday, the day of the eviction. 

Keith put Con - Trib - Club's 


emergency aid committee on the 
case. Claude Ingle, a Dept. 75 
employee on the C-T-C board and 
a member of the emergency aid 
committee, got the story and veri¬ 
fied the facts. Then and there, 
with no further delay or red tape, 
he obtained a Con-Trib-Club check 
for $51.80 and gave it to the 
employee to deliver to the housing 
authority. 

“The crisis was over,” said 
Ingle, “because, with his rent paid 
and him back at work, he could 
make it from then on.” 

The story of the $51.80 does 
not include the name of the em¬ 
ployee because he prefers not to 
be identified publicly. Con-Trib- 
Club keeps ail such information 
confidential, except with the ex¬ 
press permission of the employee 
concerned. But his case is only 
one of scores already in C-T-C 
files. His family is only one of 
scores of Convair families given 
a helping hand by C-T-C when 
help in any other way could not 
be had. 

For such emergency aid in the 
1953 - 54 year, Con - Trib - Club 
board of directors has set up 
$16,662 in the budget. More will 
be allocated for the program if 
necessary and if funds are on 
hand. 



Through agencies supported by United Fund, Con-Trib-Club donation helps thousands more. 
Photos directly above and below (taken by commercial lensman W. D. Smith of Fort Worth) show, 
left to right, activities of American Cancer Society, All Church Home, Family Service Association 


(which cooperates with C-T-C in Emergency Aid program), Fort Worth Day Nursery and American 
Red Cross. Without United Fund financing these agencies could not exist and their valuable 
work for humanity would cease. 


United Fund is 'Super Con-Trib-Club' Which Supports 42 Agencies 


Of the Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club contributions in 
1953-54, by far and away largest 
amount—$116,130—is planned for 
the 42 agencies of the United 
Fund. 

The United Fund of Fort Worth 
and Tarrant County is, in effect, 
a “super” Con-Trib-Club opera¬ 
tion. 

Just as Con-Trib-Club was 
formed at Convair in order that 
all charitable drives could be 
combined in one, and in order 
that employees may spread their 
giving over the 12 months of the 


year, so was United Fund organ¬ 
ized a year ago to give other 
citizens of the community the 
same benefits. 

So, funds donated by Convair 
employees to Con-Trib-Club are 
at the same time their donation 
for the United Fund. 

And what does United Fund 
do ? In brief, it supports 42 agen¬ 
cies, each of which is essential to 
the community, and each renders 
a unique public service. 

The UF agencies may be di¬ 
vided into these categories: char¬ 
acter-building youth agencies; 


help for the handicapped; child 
care services; aid for crippled 
children; family assistance; and 
general agencies. UF agencies 
are these: 

Character-Building Youth 
Agencies 

Boy Scouts (Fort Worth), Boy 
Scouts (Arlington), Arlington 
youth recreation program, Camp 
Fire Girls, Children's Museum, 
Boys' Club, Girls' Service League, 
Girl Scouts (Fort Worth), Girl 
Scouts (Arlington), Panther 
Boys' Club, Wesley House, YMCA 
central, YMCA branch, YWCA 


central, YWCA branch. 

Child Care Services 
All-Church Home, Fort Worth 
Day Nursery, Lena Pope Home, 
Lupton Memorial Babyland, 
North Fort Worth Day Nursery, 
Planned Parenthood Center and 
St. Teresa's Home. 

Hope for Crippled Children 
Crippled Children’s Society of 
Fort Worth, Fort Worth Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital. 

Family Aid 

Family Service Association, 
Fort Worth-Tarrant County Guid¬ 
ance Center, Jewish Social Serv¬ 


ice, Salvation Army, Travelers' 
Aid Society, Urban League and 
Volunteers of America. 

General 

American Cancer Society, 
American Heart Association, 
American Red Cross, Arlington 
United Charities, Council of So¬ 
cial Agencies, Fort Worth Safety 
Council, Service Men's Center, 
Texas United Defense Fund 
(USO), and Veterans' Affairs 
Council. 

Help for Handicapped 

Goodwill Industries, Lighthouse 
for the Blind. 



Here are more United Fund agencies' activities. Left to right, Negro Day Nursery, Girl Scouts, Lighthouse for the Blind, Fort Worth Boys' Club, Salvation Army. 
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H Second Shift 
* Leads First in 
Con-Trib-Club 

Convair employees at week's end were well along to¬ 
ward putting Con-Trib-Club pledges near the $192,446 
goal for the 1953-54 fiscal year. 

At press time, latest reports (based only on tab cards 
turned in during the first three days of solicitation), 74 
per cent of all employees had signed up for payroll de¬ 
ductions to help support the 45 charitable and educational 
agencies in the C-T-C program. 

Money-wise, their pledges rep-1 


KICKOFF SMILES—At United Fund dinner at Will Rogers Coliseum, where Sen. Joseph T. Mc- 
Narney, Convair president, was key speaker, are, left to right: FW Division Manager August C. 
Esenwein, Actress Jane Powell, McNarney, Lt. Col. C. Savage, AF plant representative. 

Strong Military Force Is Best 
War Deterrent, Says McNarney 

The world is developing weapons so violent that for 
two enemies to pit them against each other might bring 
about the national extinction of both. 

That was the sobering comment 


of Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, 
Convair president, in his keynote 
address at the kickoff dinner of 
the 1954 Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County United Fund (the com¬ 
munity’s counterpart to Convair 
Employees Con-Trib-Club). 

Military force as such, he said, 
is becoming primarily a deterrent 
to war and only secondarily a 
battle force. 

“I am personally satisfied that 
no nation on earth—even the 
Soviet—would start another all- 
out war if it knew full well that 
to do so was tantamount to im¬ 
mediate suicide,” he asserted be¬ 
fore the approximately 1,500 vol¬ 
unteer campaign workers, includ¬ 
ing Con-Trib-Club Board of Di¬ 
rector members. 

“I am afraid we have been dan¬ 
gerously insensitive to the full 


Beards Thrive 
As Club Members 
Groom For Party 

Big “doiit's” are scheduled 
for Saturday night at Convair 
FW Division’s annual Manage¬ 
ment Club Frontier Party. 

Getting under way at 8 p.m. 
at the Casino, the party will 
start with distribution of $400 
of “inflated money” at the door 
and a chance for guests to in¬ 
crease their wads. 

Prizes will be awarded to 
Convair’s bearded men with the 
most unusual and longest 
beards. (Unkempt faces have 
been very much in evidence for 
the past few weeks at Convair. 
Sporting two of the thickest 
crops are E. C. Cauthen and 
J. H. McGregor.) 

Girls, girls, and more girls 
will be very much in evidence 
in chorus lines and in the form 

m -> 

of Pansy Backer who will give 
out with vocals—western and 
otherwise . 

Dancing, plain and square, 
will be accompanied by Ken¬ 
neth Pitts and his western band. 

Special features of the party 
will include a sheriff's posse 
and a jail. 

Western decorations will be 
used throughout the Casino. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


significance of the atomic bomb,” 
he stated. 

McNarney said he considers it 
of prime importance that we 
maintain an adequate force in 
being because “we stand to win 
or lose with whatever forces we 
have available on the night of the 
first attack.” 

He warned that we have almost 
“sold ourselves on the fallacy that 
no other nation could possibly 
build an airplane or a missile that 
could fly as high, as fast or carry 
as big a load as the planes and 
missiles we build.” 

“The events of recent months, 
particularly in regard to Russia’s 
hydrogen experiments, should stir 
us from any such ill-assumed 
complacency.” 

McNarney, active in San Diego 
work paralleling the United Fund, 
praised the Fort Worth workers 
for their volunteer efforts, com¬ 
menting that the 1,500 persons 
there made up the largest group 
of volunteers he had ever seen. 

He expressed confidence that 
the high spirit and determination 
which he saw and heard express¬ 
ed at the kickoff dinner would 
lead United Fund workers to suc¬ 
cessful completion of their cam¬ 
paign for $1,420,395.41. 


Lufthansa 
Signs For 
Model 340s 

A contract has been signed 
for the purchase by Luft¬ 
hansa, the new West Ger¬ 
man airline, of four Convair- 
Liner model 34°3 which 
includes an option to buy 
seven additional transports. 

Signing for Convair was John 
Jay Hopkins, chairman of the 
Convair Board of Directors. Also 
present at the ceremony was 
Frank D. Sinclair, Convair direc¬ 
tor of foreign sales who con¬ 
cluded the negotiations which 
started nearly two years ago. 

Affixing their natures for 
Lufthansa were Ha M. Bongers 
and Gerhardt Holt’ , managing 
directors. Prior to the last war, 
the former was traffic manager 
of the line and the latter was 
chief engineer. 

Delivery of the first airplane 
to Lufthansa is scheduled for 
early in 1954, Gen. Joseph T. Mc¬ 
Narney, Convair president, re¬ 
vealed. 

Lufthanse, the seventh Euro¬ 
pean airline to order Convair- 
Liners, plans to use the ships on 
its 4,000 miles of internal routes, 
including service to Hamburg, 
Frankfort, Dusseldorf, Munich, 
Cologne. Eventually, the company 
(Continued on Page 2) 


resented $141,257.91. 

Thousands of tab cards, however, 
remained to be turned in. 

Confidence that final figures 
will meet the goal—or be reason¬ 
ably close to it—was expressed 
by M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager and Con-Trib-Club vice- 
president. 

He urged that supervision this 
week and next complete any so¬ 
licitations not possible earlier due 
to absences and vacations. 

First department to exceed 90 
per cent participation and more 
than 100 per cent of quota in dol- 
i lars was traffic. That record was 
set on the first day of solicitation. 

By shifts, second shift employ¬ 
ees were running far ahead. At 
press time, the night owls had 
signed up more than 85 per cent 
of all employees, as compared to 
69 per cent for the first shift. 

Departments which had attain¬ 
ed 90 per cent participation or 
better in the first three days were 
these: traffic, personnel, indus¬ 
trial engineering, budget, con¬ 
tracts, flight, tool service, esti¬ 
mating, plant engineering, outside 
production, process control, in¬ 
spection-modernization, and mod¬ 
ernization (92). 

Many other departments were 
over their dollar quotas, although 
participation had not reached 90 
per cent. 


'Enthusiasm' 

Held Key to 
Top Quality 

The need for objectivity and 
simplicity in quality control was 
pointed out by J. Y. McClure in 
an address at the eighth midwest 
quality control conference in 
Davenport, Iowa. 

McClure emphasized that enthu¬ 
siasm for quality on the part of 
each person producing the prod¬ 
uct is an integral factor in the 
success of a manufacturing pro¬ 
gram. 

“We feel we’ve developed an 
excellent reputation at Convair 
FW Division for our aircraft,” 
said McClure. “Quality and low 
costs are paramount in securing 
new contracts.” 

McClure went on to point out 
that quality and quantity and the 
meeting of schedules, plus mone¬ 
tary savings to the military serv¬ 
ices, go hand in hand. 

He stated that quality control 
assists management by assuring 
product reliability through 100 
per cent inspection, or scientific 
sampling inspection of parts, as¬ 
semblies and end products, by 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Air Force B-36s Will 'Go to Bat' 
In 'World Series' of Bombing 



GOOD CROP—E. C. Cauthen and J. H. McGregor compare 
beards as they "grow" own costumes for Management Club party. 


The “World Series of Bombing 1 
is due to get under way during 
the week of Oct. 25-31 with Cars¬ 
well’s Seventh and Eleventh Bomb 
Wings participating. 

Strategic Air Command will 
conduct its annual Bombing and 
Navigation Competition at 
Walker AFB at Rapid City, S. D., 
and its Reconnaissance and Navi¬ 
gation Competition at Ellsworth 
AFB, Roswell, N. M. 

In the bombing portion, B-36s, 
B-29s, B-50s and B-47s will be 
used. Two crews from each SAC 
wing will compete for trophies 
by carrying out simulated and 
visual bombing runs while flying 
actual navigation missions. 


The competition has been held 
each year (except 1950) since 
1948. It is designed to promote 
the competitive spirit developed 
within SAC and to determine 
actual bombing ability. 

RB-36s, RB-29s, RB-50s, and 
RB-47s will be used in the recon¬ 
naissance portion of the competi¬ 
tion. 

During the six days of the meet 
they will participate in day and 
night celestial navigation, radar 
target photography, aerial target 
photography, and photoflash tar¬ 
get photography. 

Trophies are awarded those 
bomb wings proving most accur¬ 
ate in both phases of competition. 


Convair Fords Put on Block With 
Bidders Restricted to FW Folk 


FOR SALE—Four 1949 Ford 
sedans that have had the loving 
care of Convair FW mechanics, 
and that have been driven only 
by CVAC Traffic department 
operators and Convair executives. 

The four cars, one or more of 
which is usually parked in front 
of the Administration Building, 
will be sold to the highest bidders 
among Convair employees only. 
No one else will be permitted to 
bid. 

The cars are being made avail¬ 
able to employees instead of trad¬ 


ing them in on new cars the com¬ 
pany is buying, according to S. E. 
G. Hillman, purchasing agent. 
All are 1949 model sedans. 

The cars will be parked in 
front of the Administration 
Building when not in use next 
Monday, Oct. 26, through Friday, 
Oct. 20, and may be inspected by 
employees on their own time. 

Forms on which employees may 
enter sealed bids will be avail¬ 
able at that location from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 3:45 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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PRODUCTION QUALITY AUDITS 


PROCESS CONTROL CAt 


feg Seek ChMeJ 

+ * Service Pins * -¥■ 


FORT WORTH \ 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: Twenty-year 
pin: Dept. 6, E. H. Watts. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, N. P. Aik- 
man, R. K. Carnes, B. Henson, R. C. 
Lanier, J. T. Miller. Dept. 22, O. M. 
Nelson, B. T. Walker. Dept. 25, S. 
Powells. „ _ , 

Dept. 30, P. A. White, H. O. Wool- 
bright. Dept. 31, E. L. Blackwell, A. T. 
Church, T. O. Mullinax. Dept. 44, B. R. 
Moore, M. A. Sewell. 

Dept. 47, L. E. Davis, L. H. Erwin, 
A. J. Howell, I. F. Matzinger, N. C. 
Tietz, J. R. Wilkinson. Dept. 48, R. 
Dennis, J. McQueen. Dept. 50, J. W. 
Mathis. 

Dept. 60, E. J. Wade. Dept. 63, W. H. 
Bourdier, G. L. Clardy, F. H. Jaecks, 

C. W Miller, Jr., R. L. Sawyer Dept. 
64, J. L. Goldman, O. F. Hicks. 

Dept. 65, G. T. Day, L. R. Miller, 
L. M. Turner. Dept. 81, P. Opitz. Dept. 
82, H. A. Rogers. Dept. 92, C. B. Jobe. 
Dept. 94, W. R. Smith. Dept. 99, R. M. 
Benson, A. J. Hutchinson. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, R. D. Jones. 
Dept. 4, A. L. Meadows 2nd, J. L. 
Sullivan, T. B. Ward, A. W. Reynolds, 
Jr. Dept. 6, J. Rangel. Dept. 9, J. C. 
Carnes. Dept. 14, J. L. Alford. 

Dept. 20, J. E. McCorkle, G. T. Salter. 
Dept. 22, W. O. Ware, R. C. Guier, Jr., 
J. F. Holaday, L. O. James, P. L. Hol¬ 
land. Dept. 24, W. F. Elmore, C. G. 
Roberts, M. H. Wiliams. 

Dept. 25, G. S. Marchman Jr., R. L. 
Montgomery, C. F. Guyden. Dept. 27, 
R. L. Evans, J. L. Martin, H. W. Nor¬ 
man, O. L. Townley, S. W. Couch, A. L. 
Husketh, R. T. Miller, T. E. Oflaherty, 
Jr. 

Dept. 30, R. B. Maxwell. Dept. 31, T. 
Brown, R. A. Claybrook, A. B. Coulson, 
A. R. Elmore, L. L. Frazier, S. C. Gar¬ 
rett, E. C. Garrison, C. C. Greer, C. O. 
Hill, J. D. Jacobs, A. T. Lawson, W. A. 
Lemley, O. H. McCleskey, V. S. Mc- 
Garrah, J. W. McKee, H. B. Maxfield, 

G. M. Messimer, T. E. Morgan, P. D. 
Munn, W. L. Richards, D. B. Shepard, 

D. F. Steel, G. W. Tawater, J. P. Tenni- 

son, G. F. Thomas, B. J. Waller, C. 
Williams. - _ 

Dept. 43, G. E. Ash. Dept. 44, R. W. 
Bruner, A. Cornell, W. T. Perry, J. C. 


VETERAN—Two decades with 
Convair received recognition re¬ 
cently at Convair FW when E. 
H. Watts of Dept. 6 received a 
20-year pin. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional, and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 3, Personnel, to health physics 
administrator, F. L. Paschal, Jr. 

Dept. 4, Material, to cost analyst, 

G. G. Steiber. 

Dept. 6, Engineering, to chief metal¬ 
lurgist, J. M. Clark, to design engineer, 
L. P. Walker, to aerophysics engineer, 

H. B. Brous, Jr., to test engineer, C. H. 
King, to nuclear engineer, J. W. Har¬ 
ris, Jr., to design specialist, M. J. Wells, 
Jr., to project structures engineer, F. C. 
Hopton-Jones, to senior design engineer, 

E. A. Thayer. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering, to 
manufacturing engineer A, C. E. Neiger, 
to project industrial engineer, P. K. 
Penn, H. W. Blackmon. 

Dept. 11, Contracts, to contract ana¬ 
lyst A, A. B. Perches. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering, to elec¬ 
trical engineer A, H. H. Reynolds. 

Dept. 26, Outside Production, to sub¬ 
contract buyer, W. Y. Garner, A. E. 
Thompson. 

Dept. 28, Process Control, to process 
analyst, B. L. Gumm. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming, to assistant 
foreman, T. W. Tackett. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop, to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, W. A. Hun- 
sucker. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

BANNISTER—Daughter, Karen Lou¬ 
ise, 6 lbs. 9 oz., born Sept. 18 to Meg 
and Rex Bannister. The mother was 
formerly a Dept. 3 employee. 

SMITH—Son, John Stephen, 7 lb. 10y 2 
oz., born Oct. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. John 
E. Smith, Dept. 74. 

DAINGERFIELD 

GUNN—Son, Richard E., Jr., 7 lbs. 
2 ozs., born Sept. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. E. Gunn, Dept. 5. 

WADE—Daughter, Sandra Kay, 8 lbs. 
8 oz., born Sept. 23 to Mr. and Mrs. 
M. G. Wade, Dept. 1. 


Wynns, Dept. 45, D. Narviz, W. C. 
True, Dept. 46, G. L. Heaton, C. D. 

Pardee. 

Dept. 47, C. E. Blackstock, J. W. 

Bryan, G. J. Burk, D. H. Chism, J. E. 
Clifton, H. Crane, C. S. Cummings, 

M. C. Fisher, A. C. Ford, D. S. Hester, 
J. C. Pitts, G. V. Richardson, L. W. 

Williamson, L. H. York. 

Dept. 48, M. O. Baker, J. T. Berkley, 
M. E. Bobo, J. D. Butler, O. R. Gath- 
ings, R. W. Holden, W. W. Maxey, G. 
D. Palmer, W. R. Royalty, G. R. Sevier, 

I. H. Trantham. 

Dept. 50, C. C. Patton. Dept. 65, F. 
Owens. Dept. 73, D. R. Bryant, L. P. 
Williams. Dept. 81, J. R. Badger, H. R. 
Massey, A. E. Neal. 

Dept. 91, J. P. Combs, J. R. Cunn¬ 
ingham, M. B. Gary, R. A. Gilley, E. E. 
Ragsdale. Dept. 92, M. A. Grumbling, 
Jr., W. O. McNeely, R. L. Talley, R. C. 
Wilson. Dept. 93, W. C. Love, A. M. 
Ward. Dept. 94, J. A. Harris, M. H. 
Jackson, Jr., J. S. Reyes. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 1, C. C. Gordon. 
Five-year pin: Dept. 2, K. B. Fields. 


Barnes Elected 
To Presidency 
Of Pomona Club 

Returns from the Convair Po¬ 
mona Management Club's annual 
election, in which more than 90 
per cent of the membership voted, 
named Noble Barnes (Dept. 13), 
incumbent vice-president, as presi¬ 
dent for the coming year. 

Barnes defeated Clark Bradley 
(Dept. 6) by less than 40 votes. 

In an even tighter race, Leo 
Enfield defeated Bert Cobb and 
M. K. Higdon for vice-president. 
Ray Stevens won out over F. W. 
Sechrist as secretary, and K. Var 
Saunders won over Dan Reid and 
A. H. Dunn for the office of 
treasurer. Dwight Brown defeat¬ 
ed Dick Everett for a two-year 
post on the board of control. 

The new officers will take over 
the reins of the club at the No¬ 
vember meeting. 

Aside from the election, presen¬ 
tation of a charter to Boy Scout 
Troop 7 of Ontario, which is being 
sponsored by the club, was the 
principal item of business of the 
evening. The charter was pre¬ 
sented by Don Ray, Institutional 
representative for the Old Baldy 
Scout Council, and was accepted 
by R. C. Bradley, institutional 
representative for the club. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$460.50 for the period ending Oct. 10, 
1953: 

Dept. 3, Personnel, M. T. Bannister. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production, R. W. 
Finley. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming, D. D. Dick¬ 
erson, L. C. Anderson, Sr. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines, 
P. Elder. 


Lufthansa Signs up 
For 4 Model 340s 

(Continued from Page 1) 
hopes to serve all major Euro¬ 
pean cities. 

The model 340s which will go 
to the German line will include 
arrangements for flexible seating, 
to permit operation as first-class 
or air tourist tranports as desired. 
They also may be converted to 
Turboliners as soon as suitable 
turboprop power plants are com¬ 
mercially available. 


* Centfairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
san Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
3alif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
iditor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
/ollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. _ 


Convair FW Fords 
Put Up for Bids 

(Continued from Page 1) 
p.m. each of those days. No bids 
will be accepted after 3:45 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 30. 

All bids must be made on a 
cash basis, and the employee 
whose bid is highest will be sold 
the car for cash only as quickly 
as Salvage department personnel 
can tabulate the bids to determine 
the winners. 

A separate bid for the specific 
automobile desired by the em¬ 
ployee will be required. If the 
employee wishes to bid on more 
than one car, a separate bid will 
be required for each of the cars 
on which he wishes to place a 
bid. 

For any further information, 
employees may contact the office 
of J. H. Kincannon, material de¬ 
partment superintendent. 

'Enthusiasm' Held 
Key to Top Quality 

(Continued from Page 1) 
control of purchased parts qual¬ 
ity, and by control of chemical 
and metallurgical processes. 

A mammoth 300-lb. exhibit, 
eight feet high and 20 feet long, 
showing various phases of the 
program, was used to illustrate 
his talk, “Quality Control and 
Cost Reduction in the Airframe 
Industry." 

The display explains the vendor 
quality control program, produc¬ 
tion quality audits, process con¬ 
trol case histories and related 
applications, showing cost reduc¬ 
tion and quality status in simple 
graphic form, with charts, dia 
grams and illustrations. 

The exhibit will be in the lobby 
of the administration building to¬ 
morrow (Oct. 22). 


VISITORS—At Convair FW to discuss aircraft structure are visi¬ 
tors from Belfast, Northern Ireland. At left is FW Division Manager 
August C. Esenwein. 


Dept. 73 at Fort Worth Keeps Firm 
Hold on Division Safety Trophy 


On April 1, 1950 Dept. 73 was 
presented with Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion's safety trophy. It had been 
almost a year since the depart¬ 
ment's last disabling injury. 

Two years, six months, and 20 
days lateT, Dept. 73 still has the 
coveted award. Keeping the 
trophy in firm hold is a four and 
a half million manhour accident 
free record. 

“The trophy is awarded to the 
department with the most man¬ 
hours of accident free work." said 
Fred Temple, safety supervisor. 


“Dept. 73 has had it so long we 
were afraid some people might 
have forgotten the trophy exists." 

Close in the running is Dept. 14, 
with the longest record, dating 
from. Dec. 10, 1947, with four 
million accident-free manhours. 

F. E. Williams, Dept. 73 gen¬ 
eral foreman, says the whole de¬ 
partment is proud of its record 
and hopes to keep the trophy for 
a long time. 

“Every employee wants to keep 
this fine record and with their 
conscientious efforts I’m sure we 
will." 


FIRM HOLD—F. E. Williams, Dept. 73 general foreman, and 
V. R. Schultze, safety committee member, inspect safety trophy. 


Two Couples of 'Convair Ericksons' Go Along 
On Mass Airplane Tour of State of Texas 


Sport flying reminiscent of 
then-novel automobile tours of 
the early 1900’s took two Convair 
FW couples during the past week 
to flying stops on the Gulf of 
Mexico and up through East 
Texas. 

And oddly enough—the name 
of each couple is Erickson, though 
they are not related so far as 
they know. 

One couple was Mr. and Mrs. 
L. E. Erickson. Erickson is a 
draftsman in the engineering de¬ 
partment. 

Other couple was Mr. and Mrs. 
Beryl A. Erickson. He is manager 
of flight at Convair FW, and has 
flown every model of B-36 and 
eludes serving as one of the pilots 
RB-36 ever produced. That in- 


on the first flight of the first 
B-36—the now historic XB-36. 

But it was no B-36 for Erick¬ 
son and his wife on this flight. It 
was the Fort Worth Division’s 
Stinson “expediter," a single 
engine four-seater. 

Both couples flew among the 
70-odd small planes participating 
in the Fifth Annual Texas Air 
Tour, but could make only the 
weekend portion of the jaunt be¬ 
cause of press of job duties. The 
tour, designed to promote and 
encourage civil aviation, included 
almost a complete circle of the 
state of Texas—about 2,601 miles. 

“Convair sent the Stinson 
along," said the manager of 
flight, “as evidence of its interest 
and faith in the future of private 
flying." 


Beards Thrive on Convair Faces 
As Frontier Party Night Nears 


ON DISPLAY—Quality Control exhibit prepared at Convair FW for display at eighth Midwest 
quality control conference at Davenport, la., is inspected by T. H. Richards, J. Y. McClure, H. T. 
Hopkins. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Ralph Fuhrer is charge of 
decorations. 

“It’s going to be the biggest 
affair of the season,” said Roy 
Davis, program chairman. “We 
feel we’ve got a great time 
planned for the members and 
their wives. We want to see 
all of them there." 

Admission is free to all mem¬ 
bers. Refreshments will be 
available at the party. 


Management club members in 
charge of arrangements are 
J. H. Fain, R. W. McGuffee, 
B. M. McHarg, J. H. Fewell, 
F. B. Thompson, Ike Keith, Bob 
Considine, Sam Keith, J. B. 
Seaberry, Ray Schwarz. 


“Sign Once for All." Con-Trib- 
Club support aids 42 agencies of 
United Fund—and also aids Con¬ 
vair families needing emergency 
assistance due to circumstances 
beyond their control. 
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UNDER WRAPS—Even its "mother" couldn't recognize YF-102 when this photo was taken as new 
Air Force interceptor rolled out of experimental at Convair San Diego, beginning tour to Edwards Air 
Force Base (Muroc). 


Wood and Tarpaulin 
Shroud Interceptor 
On Jaunt to Muroc 


Turkish Editors 
Inspect Convair 

The fact that a B-36 can fly 
10,000 miles without refueling 
sounded pretty good to Yilmaz 
Pado, Turkish editor, on a tour of 
Convair FW Division last week. 

“Turkey is just about 10,000 
miles from the United States,” he 
said. “I feel much more confident 
knowing your very large planes 
can fly so far. After all, we are 
very close to Russia.” 

Pado was one of the 16 jour¬ 
nalists from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization countries 
who toured Fort Worth and Con¬ 
vair last week. 

The tour is sponsored jointly 
by the Departments of State and 
Defense and the Foreign Opera¬ 
tions Administration. 

Pado is make-up editor for the 
Yenk-Gazette in Istanbul. He and 
the other editors toured Convair 
and were entertained at luncheon. 
Each of the journalists was a 
guest for dinner in the home of 
a Convair Management Club 
member. 

Barbecue to Mark 
Too! Mfg. Picnic 

Tool manufacturing employees 
at Convair SD take to the out¬ 
doors this weekend for the second 
annual picnic at El Monte Park, 
Lakeside, Sunday (Oct. 25). 

The program starts at 10 a.m. 
with games and special events. 
A barbecue will be served at 11 
with games resuming until 2:30 
p.m. when some $400 in prizes 
will be awarded. Whitey Liegler 
and his orchestra will play for 
dancing and listening from 4 until 
7 p.m. 

Taking part in the picnic will 
be Depts. 24-7, 401, 403 and 406. 


No sultan’s daughter was ever 
more closely veiled and guarded 
than was the YF-102 prototype 
early this month as it moved 
from San Diego to Edwards Air 
Force Base, preparatory to flight 
testing. 

The Convair-built Air Force 
interceptor was so camouflaged 
by wood framework and canvas 
as not even to be recognizable as 
an airplane, much less as a super¬ 
sonic delta of advanced design. 
The security measures were taken, 
of course, to obscure details of its 
configuration. 

The entire 216-mile trip was 
made by highway in a caravan 
that sometimes numbered as 
many as eight separate vehicles 
plus motorcycle escorts. Run¬ 
ning time was about 16 hours and 
speeds varied from one mile an 
hour to a top speed of about 30. 
One stop was made en route, over¬ 
night Oct. 5 at March Air Force 
Base where the ship was under 
constant surveillance by Convair 
guards and firemen. 

The YF-102 rode on a Lion Van 
and Storage truck specially de¬ 
signed for such unique tasks. 
Previously, the exact route had 
been carefully worked out by 
Ralph Butler of the moving com¬ 
pany. Thanks to careful advance 
planning the airplane and its 
giant framework made the trip 
without a scratch, though some¬ 
times the clearance was a matter 
of inches. On one occasion re¬ 
moval of a highway sign was 
necessary before the plane’s truck 
could proceed. 

P. M. Prophett, manager of 


F-102 flight testing, was in gen¬ 
eral charge of the operation and 
accompanied the plane by car. 

R. H. Johnson of SD shipping 
was in another car with Butler 
who directed the move for Lion. 
In a station wagon directly behind 
the plane were George Kuester, 
chief of guards for SD, with 
Guard Carlo Dimaggio, followed 
by a truck and fire fighting 
equipment carrying SD Fireman 
George Cornell and Robert West. 
In addition there were varying 
numbers of Highway Patrol cars. 

The entire move was made 
under a carefully worked out se¬ 
curity program, laid down by 
Col. Stephen P. Dillon, AF repre¬ 
sentative at Convair SD, designed 
to guard against all possible 
situations. 

Frank Merritt, chief of indus¬ 
trial security at SD, and Supt. 
Frank Field of traffic and mate¬ 
rial stores, also accompanied the 
caravan during the critical period 
as it left San Diego. 

“Traffic control was amazing, 
when you consider that along 
most of the route travel had to 
be halted completely while we 
passed,” Kuester said. 

“Passenger cars were ordered 
onto shoulders and a few got 
stuck in ditches, but there was a 
truck available to pull them out. 
Highway patrolmen and special 
police were always ahead of us, 
blocking off intersections. They 
did a terrific job.” 

Charged with the plane’s pro¬ 
tection, the guards and firemen 
stuck to the ship like a cockle- 
burr under a saddle. All night 
long at March AFB two stood 
guard while two slept in the back 
of the station wagon. They ate 
only sandwiches during the trip, 
as did many of the others. 

Field said this was the first 
time that an airplane from Con¬ 
vair SD has been moved out so 
carefully camouflaged. When the 
XF-92 made the trip to Muroc for 
its first flight it was covered by 
tarpaulin alone. This time, how¬ 
ever, Johnson with the help of 
Convair stress engineers designed 
a special framework which was 
built by shipping personnel and 
assembled in experimental after 
maintenance had lifted the ship 
onto the trailer. The plane rode 
inside without touching the tarp- 
covered frame at any point. 


LAMB ASSIGNED 
N. W. Lamb this month was 
assigned to engineering at SD, 
reporting to C. F. McCabe, on 
an executive development assign¬ 
ment. 


Air Visitors Get 
Warm Welcome 
From Convair FW 

You wouldn’t expect to be able 
to taxi a jet fighter up to a filling- 
station and nonchalantly tell the 
attendant to “fill ’er up.” 

But at Convair Fort Worth 
Division, Air Force pilots can do 
just that—whether it’s a jet 
fighter or a 10-engine B-36 
bomber. 

Convair’s glorified aircraft 
service station—called “aircraft 
transient service”—operates out 
of the hangar building and is 
prepared to handle most any type 
of AF aircraft. 

Many a CIP’s first impression 
of Convair FW is made long be¬ 
fore he’s out of the plane, because 
industrial security and air tran¬ 
sient crews of development field 
operations (64) are on hand to 
help the pilot the minute he taxis 
off the runway onto the Convair 
FW reservation. 

His first sight is industrial se¬ 
curity’s “follow me” jeep which 
leads the aircraft onto the apron 
and to the general area in which 
the craft will be parked. One of 
the four employees who make up 
Dept. 64’s aid transient crew— 
H. C. Pickett—then gives hand 
signals to direct the pilot to the 
exact location. Pickett’s partner 
on the first shift is N. A. Pad- 
dock. 

On nights, the same functions 
are performed by G. H. Prestridge 
and L. L. Morgan. All are field 
and service mechanics. 

Foreman H. K. Powell or Gen¬ 
eral Foreman O. L. Whitaker, as 
the case may be, then goes over 
a check list with the pilot to ar¬ 
rive at the exact servicing re¬ 
quired. It may be only fueling, 
or it may involve also oil, oxygen 
and other supplies. 

Although no major repair or 
overhaul jobs are handled, the de¬ 
velopment crews do perform rou¬ 
tine and minor fixes that the air¬ 
plane may require prior to the 
time it arrives back at home base. 

When VIP’s are scheduled to 
arrive, the field and service me¬ 
chanics don fresh white coveralls 
bearing the blue Convair symbol. 
At this point, they’re generally 
razzed a bit by other employees 


Forty-eight hours is a rela¬ 
tively short period usually, but 
when you’ve hit a million-to- 
one shot and time holds the an¬ 
swer as to whether you’ll col¬ 
lect, it can be a lifetime. 

So says Lois Havens (Dept. 
4-5) of Convair SD who last 
month won a 1953 Mercury 
under just such an arrange¬ 
ment. 

The Havens were entered in 
a contest sponsored by a local 
gas dealer in which 10 numbers 
were drawn from a barrel con¬ 
taining more than a million 
tickets and listed in order of 



LEFT TURN—Pickett drops an 
arm for this signal. 



STOP—Clenched fists tell pilot 
"that’s all." 


referring to their “ice cream 
suits.” 

“The Convair crew has to be 
especially careful in their opera¬ 
tion,” said Supt. R. W. Dodd, 
“because no two airplanes are 
alike. There’s a different manner 
in which to fuel, to oil, to set the 
brakes, to tie-down and a dozen 
other things. 

“And if we jimmied up the air¬ 
plane, we’d all be in the soup.” 

Fortunately, no such thing has 
happened, even though the dif¬ 
ferent types of aircraft serviced 
by the crew run into the dozens. 
They include these and many 

others: T-29, Convair-Liner 240, 
340, PB5YA, helicopters, B-17, 
B-29, B-50, B-25, F-84, F-86, 

B-47, C-54, C-97, C-82, C-124, 

T-33, F-94, C-47, B-26, Beech, 

Stinson and . . . you name it. 
They’ve serviced it. 


their drawing. The person hold¬ 
ing the first ticket had 48 hours 
to claim his prize or the holder 
of the second ticket became the 
winner. 

The Havens held ticket No. 

2 ! 

“My husband and I gave it 
up after a few hours but not 
our seven-year-old twins,” Mrs. 
Havens recalls. “They made us 
check the gas station every 
hour or so just to see.” 

Did the Havens need a new 
car? 

“You bet your life we did. 
Our car was just about on its 
last leg,” she says. 



"As long as we're up here, I'd like to point out other areas in 
which it is dangerous to strike matches. . . ." 



WELCOME—Visiting airmen to Convair FW usually are greeted 
first by H. C. Pickett (Dept. 64), shown here giving "come ahead" 
sign. 


Convair Family Suffers 24 Anxious Hours 
Before They Collect long Shot' Reward 












































Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


October 21, 1953 





Farewell to Facts 


High-Flying 'Visitors From Moon' 
Introduced by Pomona Writer 


Sponsored by Mary Malcolm 
of service publications at Convair 
Pomona, a formation of 17 moon- 
based flying saucers will appear 
in the United States sometime be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

Fantastic ? Absolutely, but 
there’s a trace of truth here. The 
17 “saucers” are characters in a 
book, “Chaucer, the Flying Sau¬ 
cer,” scheduled for publication 
some time this fall. Its sub-title 
is “A fantasy for grownups and 
other children.” 

The author has been writing 
for years, as a newspaperwoman 
and more recently as a technical 
writer for Convair. Until now, 
her writings have all been based 
on hard, cold facts. 

“I had often wished I could 
forget facts and let my imagina¬ 
tion take over,” Mary explained 
this week. “I finally did, and 
‘Chaucer’ was the result.” 

The book is about a family of 
flying saucers who live in a tun¬ 
nel on the moon. Chaucer is the 
none-too-bright youngest member 
of the family, and he becomes lost 
on the family’s first flight to 
earth. He has many adventures 
but finally gets back to the moon, 
only to be banished to the “obso¬ 
lete department” to await his 
“review.” The review—and the 
memo read at that time—is the 
highlight and climax of the story. 

“Chaucer” is an all-Convair 
production. Inspiration for the 
story came from Werner Eichler’s 
(also of Service Publications) 
work with the Civilian Saucer In¬ 


vestigation (Convairiety, Aug. 13, 
1952), and during the early stages 
of writing Chaucer’s name was 
“Werner.” The 10 full-page illus¬ 
trations and the book jacket were 
prepared by Ed Palmer, artist 
formerly with Service Publica¬ 
tions. Even the publicity photo¬ 
graphs of Mary were made by a 
Convair Pomona amateur photog¬ 
rapher, Joan Wilkinson of the 
Engineering Library. 

Mary, who majored in English 
at Pasadena City College and the 
University of California at Los 
Angeles, served on the staff of 
the Pasadena Independent for 10 
years and for two years published 
her own newspaper. She joined 
Convair at San Diego in March, 
1952, as a technical writer, and 
later was transferred to the Po¬ 
mona Division. 

Although the “saucers” in the 
fantasy think and act like 
humans, persons who have follow¬ 
ed reports of flying saucers will 
find many coincidences in the 
book. There are 17 saucers in the 
family—exactly the same number 
of lights in the much publicized 
“Lubbock Lights,” which mys¬ 
teriously appeared fn formation 
a few years ago over Lubbock, 
Tex. Convair people will also dis¬ 
cover numerous familiar technical 
terms scattered through the book. 

“If there is such a thing as a 
‘corny’ fantasy, ‘Chaucer’ is it,” 
Mary said. “For instance, a cross- 
stitch sampler hangs on the wall 
of the family tunnel on the moon. 
It reads: “Ohm, Sweet Ohm.” 


BOTTOMS UP!—When Sam Rogers of Convair SD "pours a 
brew," he's got some mighty fancy mugs to choose from. 

High Nazi Beer Mug Among Novel 
(And Costly) Items in Collection 


It isn’t every man who can 
drink his beer- from one. of a 
dozen rare mugs (at least one of 
them valued at $1,000 or more); 
and at the same time admire a 
fabulous collection of antique sil¬ 
ver, delicate china and figurines. 

To preserve this situation, Sam 
F. Rogers of Convair San Diego’s 
Dept. 28 has put a “not for sale” 
sign on hundreds of items he col¬ 
lected during his 32 years in the 
service, from which he retired last 
year as a n Air Forc e major (Con- 
vairiety, May 7, 1952). 

“Take this, for instance. I’ve 
never seen another like it,” Rog¬ 
ers said, referring to an ornate 
mug reputedly made only for the 
top brass of the Nazi party. “I’ve 
refused many offers for it.” 

Rogers actually brought 182 
different beer mugs back with 
him from Europe after serving 
on occupation duty after the war. 
They ranged in size from a capa¬ 
city of a gallon down to a half a 
liter. Of these, he has retained 
only 12. 

It was during service in Ger¬ 
many that Rogers gathered most 
of his prizes. Assisted by his 
daughter (Patricia Edison of 
Dept. 21 SD), Mrs. Rogers and 
a son, he collected enough items 
to fill 18 trunks! 

They acquired, among other 
things, rare silver service sets 
dating back to the feudal lords 
Italian rock crystal with etched 
silver trim, matchless figurines, 
a pair of vases made in 1575, two 
suits of armor made for knights 
in the’ 13th century. 

Some of the items, while not 
valuable in themselves, bring 


back memories of service abroad, 
such as- stamps and coins from 
many nations. Among them is a 
curious wooden bow. 

“I got that in the Philippines 
one day when my plane was 
forced down in the back country. 
While we were repairing the ship, 
I talked with the natives. For¬ 
tunately, they were friendly. 
Otherwise, they might have ‘giv¬ 
en’ me the arrows instead!” 


Black Widows Cause 
‘Alarm’ in Fire Boxes 
At Convair Pomona 

Firemen at Convair Pomona 
this week were a bit apprehensive 
of fire alarm boxes—and with 
good reason. 

After they answered a false 
alarm last week in Building 4— 
caused by low water pressure in 
the sprinkler system — Fireman 
Merle T. Guthrie stalled to reset 
the alarm. Inside the alarm box, 
in a position where a less alert 
man would have been bitten, he 
found a black widow spider. 

“It must have been the great¬ 
grandmother of all black widows,” 
Fire Chief H. R. Daniels said. 
“I’ve never seen one larger.” 

Black widows have invaded 
some other parts of the plant 
also, Chief Daniels reported. 
Firemen on duty in the pump sta¬ 
tion last week killed approxi¬ 
mately 20. 

Members of the fire depart¬ 
ment now have orders never to 
touch a pump or an alarm box 
without first having proper light¬ 
ing and making an inspection, 
even in emergencies. 


184 at FW Enroll 
In College Classes 

School has started for 184 Con¬ 
vair FW. employees. in the Man¬ 
agement Club, Texas Christian 
University and NAF approved 
college level training. 

Courses in grammar and com¬ 
position, effective communication 
in industry, general psychology, 
and economic principles of busi¬ 
ness are being attended by super¬ 
vision and other management 
club members. 


CONTACT—Scoffer's laugh prompted Lee Glintenkamp to take 
flying lessons. She now has private license and is working on com¬ 
mercial. 

She Showed Him! 


SAUCY—Mary Malcolm of Convair Pomona (with artist's help) 
greets "Chaucer the Saucer," a character in a fantasy which will be 
published soon in book form. 

Dispatcher Turns up in Nazi Uniform at SD 
As Part of Drill to Test Plant Defenses 


Plant 2 employees at Convair 
San Diego had some added attrac¬ 
tions during their second shift 
Civil Defense drill last month in 
the persons of a “Nazi officer” 
and some unscheduled firefight¬ 
ers. 

Night Supt. E. L. Williams ask¬ 
ed Dispatcher H. R. Goss to work 

Convair Engineers 
To Address Meeting 

Two Convair Fort Worth engi¬ 
neers will be guest speakers at 
the October joint meeting of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
and the Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences. 

At the Oct. 23 meeting, Don 
Kirk, senior group engineer, and 
Bill Clegern, chief of engineering 
flight test, will discuss the Farns- 
borough Air Show with Paul 
Thayer and Hank Gibbons of 
Chance Vought. 

The dinner meeting will be held 
at the Hilton Hotel. 


up some sort of distinguishing 
mark that would label him as a 
“suspicious character” to be 
watched by auxiliary policemen 
in the drill. 

Goss dug up an old Nazi offi¬ 
cer’s peaked cap from among his 
souvenirs, rented a tunic from a 
local costumer and got them in¬ 
side the plant with a minimum of 
attention. 

“A lot of people did a double 
take and some made wisecracks 
but that was about all,” Goss said. 
“I don’t think anyone was fooled 
after a second glance.” 

(The progress of the “Nazi of¬ 
ficer” was carefully traced in the 
Civil Defense control center by 
walkie talkie reports from auxili¬ 
ary policemen.) 

Alert workers in Building 2, 
unaware that small fires had been 
set as part of the drill for auxili¬ 
ary firemen, grabbed fire extin¬ 
guishers and doused a test blaze 
near their work area before the 
Civil Defense team arrived on the 
scene! 


Convair FW Thanked 
For Book Donations 

Convair FW Division got offi¬ 
cial ‘thanks” from Selective Serv¬ 
ice officials last week for em¬ 
ployee contributions to the “Books 
for Buddies” drive. 

In a letter from Major William 
B. Sinclair, public information 
officer at state headquarters of 
Selective Service in Austin, were 
the words: 

“On behalf of General Wake¬ 
field, our state director, and the 
eventual recipients of these 1,500 
books, we thank all the generous 
personnel of Convair at Fort 
Worth.” 

The Air Force, with an eye to¬ 
ward beauty, also asked for a 
glossy print of Barbara McDaniel, 
pictured in Sept. 23 Convairiety 
in connection with the book drive, 
for use in their national publica¬ 
tion. 


Wisecrack 

During the Ficon demonstra¬ 
tion at Dayton (during which a 
B-36 launched an F-84F from 
the air), Republic Aviation 
News quoted an unidentified 
Air Force officer as cracking: 

“Dig that cra-azy Thunder- 
streak lugging that big B-36 on 
its back!” 


Pomona Girl Pilot Owes Her 
License to Scoffer's Jibes 


There may be other Convair 
women who pilot airplanes, but 
it is doubtful that many of them 
are more enthusiastic about fly¬ 
ing than Convair Pomona’s Lee 
Glintenkamp (Dept. 61). 

For Lee once saved enough 
from a $35 total weekly income 
to keep up with her flying les¬ 
sons, and another time mortgaged 
her furniture in order to have 
enough money to complete in¬ 
struction for her private pilot’s 
license. 

“Airplanes have fascinated me 
since I was a child—even before 
I started to school—but until re¬ 
cent years I never considered fly¬ 
ing as a hobby. I thought it 
would be too difficult to learn,” 
Lee said. 

“A few years ago when I began 
considering flying lessons, an 
acquaintance laughed at me. That 
was all I needed to start.” 

Lee saved enough money to 
join a flying club in New York 
and paid for enough -lessons to 
solo before moving to Albuquer¬ 
que, N. M. But it wasn’t until 
August of this year, after she 
moved to Pomona, that she re- 
I ceived her private license. 

I “Although I started flying to 


show the scoffers, I soon learned 
that it couldn’t be done with an 
attitude like that,” Lee said. “I 
changed quickly. 

“Few flyers have ever been 
able to describe the thrill they 
experienced on their first solo 
flights, and I’m no exception. But 
I felt like I was shaking hands 
with God,” Lee said. “And I still 
have the same feeling every time 
I fly.” 

At present Lee is working to¬ 
ward her commercial license. She 
attends school three nights a 
week at Mt. San Antonio Col¬ 
lege, where she is taking mathe¬ 
matics, ground instruments, and 
navigation and meteorology. 
Afternoons and weekends she gets 
in as much flying time as pos¬ 
sible. 

“Flying lessons are expensive, 
but friends are letting me use 
their planes for solo time for just 
the cost of gas and oil,” she said. 

Lee, who served for a year with 
the Waves, has been with Con¬ 
vair since April. She is a native 
of Kansas City, Kan. 

Next year she plans to enter 
the Powder Puff Derby (annual 
transcontinental race for women 
pilots). 







































October 21,1953 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 5 






Son Diego State Students Divide 
Time Between Class and Convair 


New Humanics Class 
To Start Next Month 

If Dept. 43 employees at Con¬ 
vair FW notice more and bigger 
smiles these days, it may be due 
at least in part to the fact that 
all supervision under General 
Foreman Ray Kendall are enrolled 
in “Judge” Glen Taylor’s course 
in Humanics. 

Humanics, as explained by 
Taylor, is the study of human 
nature for improved personality 
development, leadership qualities, 
human relations, effective oral 
communications and improved 
self-confidence. The 15-week class 
is sponsored by the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club. 

According to Jim Long of 
Training, a new class will get 
under way Nov. 3. It will meet 
Tuesday nights at the Hilton. 
Registrations will be taken by 
Long until Nov. 2 at ext. 5188 
or 5245. 


Six specially selected San Diego State College students 
this year are dividing their time between campus and 
Convair. 

They are participating in a novel cooperative training 
program designed to supplement their engineering studies 
at State with practical aircraft experience. 

Each works 20 hours a week,! . . . _ 

a minimum of three hours a day. <" ot onl y m engineering but else- 
Their working hours are adjusted where too) and last summer 
to their class schedules. alone there were some M) students 

, , . . . representing colleges from coast 

It s rough sometimes making to coast who sup p, em ented their 
classes and still getting to Con- coll studies with engineering 
vair on time, said James F work at San Diego. 

Harrison, a State junior. Last 
semester I finished a class at 
12:50 p.m. and was due at work 
at 1:30. The problem was when 
to eat? I solved it by munching 
sandwiches while driving across 
town.” 

“Time to study is a problem, 
too,” added Paul Lawhead, whose 
father, J. B. Lawhead, is also a 
Convair engineer. “I’ve got two 
youngsters at home and by the 
time I get them to bed and my 
studies completed it’s always to¬ 
morrow.” 

But all six endorse the program 
heartily. It not only produces 
income to help them remain in 
school, but offers invaluable prac¬ 
tical significance to subjects that 
otherwise would be principally 
theory. 

Begun early this year as an ex¬ 
periment in offering part time 
experience (as well as financial 
help) to promising State engi¬ 
neering students, the program is 
being continued indefinitely, said 
H. T. Brooks, engineering admin¬ 
istrative supervisor. 

Taking part are two seniors, 
two juniors and two sophomores, 
each with outstanding scholarship 
records recommended by State 
and selected by Convair engineers 
from a number of applicants. 

Thus, each year there are two 
graduates and each year two new 
students (sophomores) are se¬ 
lected. 

Of those who graduated last 
spring, one is Earl Prater, now 
of Convair test laboratories. The 
other elected to do graduate work 
and may join Convair later. 

Students now involved in the 
program are: Seniors Alan Dale 
and Billy Dean Newbery; Juniors 
James F. Harrison and Paul Law- 
head; and Sophomores Alan 
Brengle and Edward Philbin. 

Their Convair duties are varied 
and worked out on a systematic 
schedule which involves shop ex¬ 
perience as well as work in vari¬ 
ous phases of engineering such as 
drafting, test lab, stress analysis 
group, thermodynamics group, 
etc. 

M. B. Shattuck, personnel engi¬ 
neer, said that the assignments 
depend somewhat upon the indi¬ 
vidual’s aptitude and areas of 
interest. 

It is planned to hold the num¬ 
ber of students accepted under 
the plan to six, for the oppor¬ 
tunities for making use of part 
time services are limited. 

However, these State students 
are not only ones who have bene¬ 
fited from Convair practical ex¬ 
perience. Many others from their 
college are employed by the com¬ 
pany during the summer months 


STUDENTS ON HORSEBACK—CRA Commissioner Mark Beresford.. veteran horseman and one of 
instructors at Fanita Ranch, near San Diego : "lectures" students in CRA riding class via public address 
system. On horseback, left to right: Betty Hopkins, Lola Knight, Dick and Edna Hohmann, Audrey 
Peyton, Paula Nill, Barbara Beresford, Vance Hopkins. 


MS to Hear Talks by 
Two SD Engineers 

Two Convair San Diego engi¬ 
neers will be the main speakers 
Oct. 29 when members of the 
San Diego Chapter, Institute of 
the Aeronautical Sciences, gather 
at the IAS Building, Harbor 
Drive at 8 p.m. 

Adolph Burnstein and J. W. 
Pasternack will speak on “Opera¬ 
tions Analysis.” The meeting is 
open to anyone who wishes to 
attend. 


Veteran Hollywood Actor Lends 
Skill to Movie Filmed for FW 


If a movie on Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion’s nuclear program has a 
Hollywood touch, it’s due partly 
to the fact that a veteran Holly¬ 
wood actor has a hand in the 
Convair film. 

He’s Smith Ballew of master 
planning (2-7), who worked with 
Fred Carlile, photography super¬ 
visor, to film facilities being used 
at Convair FW for research and 
testing in connection with nu¬ 
clear-powered aircraft. 

The film will be presented to 
the Air Force as a means of re¬ 
porting on Convair’s activities in 
this field. 

Ballew’s movie career makes a 
long story, but—for Convairiety’s 
money—a fascinating one. It all 
started with a college band which, 
after school, made a 10-month 
tour of the nation, with Ballew 
as a combination guitar man and 
vocalist. 

A highlight of the band’s ex¬ 
perience was an audition in Chi¬ 
cago many years ago at which a 
young trombone player was try¬ 
ing out. 

“He just didn’t make the 
grade,” relates Ballew. “But a 
few years later I ran across him 
playing in Benny Pollock’s band. 
That time, he got ME a job. We 
both played in Pollock’s band, 
then one of the nation’s most 
popular.” 

The “kid” who didn’t make the 


FAMILIAR? — If you are a 
movie goer, you've probably 
seen Smith Ballew of master 
planning at Convair FW on the 
screen. 


HOW IT'S DONE—Engineering students who spend part of their 
time in San Dieg,o State classes and part working at Convair SD 
get tips from C. F. McMenamy. group engineer at SD, center. 
Others, left to right: Edwards Philbin, James Harrison, Paul Law- 
head, Alan Brengle. 


grade was Glenn Miller. 

Ballew spent several years in 
the dance band game, a part of 
it with Ted Fiorita’s orchestra 
and for a time under contract 
with NBC in New York City. 

“I quit all this overnight,” he 
said. “My daughter was of school 
age and I knew we’d have to find 
something a little more settled.” 

So he took up an option and 
went to Paramount Studios. His 
first movie was “Palm Springs” 
with Frances Langford, directed 
by Walter Wanger. Ballew also 
had a radio contract and was 
called on to take A1 Jolson’s place 
on the Shell Oil “Shell Chateau” 
for 52 weeks. 

Then the war hit and off he 
went into production control work 
in an aircraft plant on the coast. 
He stayed there through the war. 

In 1952 he joined an aircraft 
firm in Tucson as a purchasing 
field representative, but the cli¬ 
mate was detrimental to his 
wife’s health. So back to Fort 
Worth, his wife’s home. 

“Maybe it’s not as glamorous 
as the movie industry, but I’m 
still not entirely away from it 
all,” he said. “Working on this 
film was like being a director of 
a big production. And besides, 
you never can tell. Some of my 
old movies are seen now and then 
in Fort Worth—on television.” 


Ride Club Classes at SD 
Near End of Second Year 

Confidence and “finger-tip” control are the keys to 
horsemanship. 

So says Mark Beresford, CRA riding commissioner at 
San Diego, whose years of teaching and participating in 
hundreds of show rings give him a right to speak. 

These lessons and many more 


have been learned by some 200 
novices at San Diego who have 
“graduated” during the nearly 
two years in which CRA has been 
conducting riding classes for Con¬ 
vair riders. Many more have add¬ 
ed much to their original skills, 
branching out into jumping, drill 
work, etc. 

“Currently, we have classes in 
operation four nights a week at 
Fanita Ranch, near Santee, “Ber¬ 
esford reminded Convair SD peo- 

★ ★ ★ 


pie. “They include beginners, 
intermediates and the more ad¬ 
vanced. I believe we have .as 
wide a ‘curriculum’ in horseman¬ 
ship to offer as any riding facility 
in the county.” 

Timidity and lack of confidence 
are items that the novices have 
the hardest time combatting, Ber¬ 
esford recalled. 

“Fortunately, these disappear 
quickly as the fundamentals are 
absorbed. Here are a few tips: 

★ ★ ★ 


Elbows in. Knees Firm, Heels Down, 
Eyes Ahead, is way to Sit Horse 


“The seat in the saddle is 
important, both for your com¬ 
fort and the comfort and con¬ 
trol of the horse. 

“Sit erect, but not tense. 
Keep your head up, eyes some¬ 
where above the horse’s ears. 
(If your head is down, you tend 
to lean forward out of posi¬ 
tion.) Elbows should be hugged 
close to your sides. Feet in the 
stirrups should be parallel to 
the horse’s sides, toes up, heels 
down. 

“As for the reins, when rid¬ 
ing Western equipment, the 
horse is allowed considerable 
freedom. With English, how¬ 
ever, there must be no slack¬ 
ness and the forearms and reins 
should make a direct line from 
elbow to the horse’s mouth. 

“And relax! That’s impor¬ 
tant. If you are tense, the horse 
probably will be tense, too. 

“I find that many novices are 
so tense they hold their breath. 
This has to be corrected. Horse¬ 
men must learn to breath easi¬ 
ly, just as swimmers do. Try to 


smile and talk a little as you 
ride. These tricks will help. 

“I like to emphasize two big 
points in riding. Keep a firm 
grip with the knees, and finger¬ 
tip control on the reins with the 
hands. A sensitive pair of 
hands can ‘telegraph’ a world 
of information to a willing 
horse. An insensitive pair can 
‘send’ him a lot of misinforma¬ 
tion and cause a lot of misun¬ 
derstanding.” 


Over 75 at FW Serve 
As Fire Volunteers 

More than 75 Convair employ¬ 
ees are members of the 23 volun¬ 
teer fire departments of Tarrant 
County, according to Mason Lank¬ 
ford, president of the Tarrant 
County Volunteer Fire Fighters 
Association. 

Lankford in a letter to August 
C. Esenwein, FW Division man¬ 
ager, thanked Convair and all 
Convair employees who assisted 
in the recent county-wide meeting 
of the association. 


THE SAME RIDER?— Yes, it's Joe Bova of Dept. 6 at SD. in 
both pictures. At left he demonstrates a few common faults in 
horsemanship; while at right he shows he really knows better. 
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HAMS AT WORK—Tony Witkowski, Joe Marz, Billy Frizell, and 
Jim Davis busy at work with the new radio equipment at the CRA 
center. Below is 125-foot radio tower outside center. Also below 
is Bob Sloane, new second shift co-ordinator for CRA radio group. 



GFP Folks Provide Own Picnic 


Hams Cooking 
With 1000 Watts 

CRA radio hams have their 
hands full of new and first-rate 
equipment—and they’re putting it 
to good use. 

Helped along by a 125-foot 
tower outside the CRA center, 
they’ve got a Collins 75A-3 re¬ 
ceiver used in conjunction with 
their 1,000-watt transmitter. 

"It's just about the ultimate 
in amateur communications. 
We’ve got ten times as much 
power as before,” said Robert 
Raines, CRA radio commissioner. 
“That’s all the FCC allows.” 

Any interested persons may 
learn theory and code starting 
next Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 7:30 
p.m. Classes for second shift 
employees are already under way 
under the direction of Bob Sloane, 
new second shift co-ordinator. 

Hams had their day recently 
when a mobile caravan of 26 cars 
headed for Dallas under police 
escort. About nine of the group 
were Convair employees. They 
attended instruction classes in 
Dallas. 

Thirty handy-talkies will be 
available for use by the CRA 
group. These are short distance 
radios used in connection with 
mobile units. 

Each Friday night at the CRA 
center operators are on hand to 
send messages for Convair em¬ 
ployees to other amateurs any¬ 
where in the world. 


Entertainment, Including Band 

Approximately 150 employees and members of their fam¬ 
ilies participated in the annual “family night” barbecue 
picnic held in Rockwood Park recently by employees of the 
government-furnished parts section of material depart¬ 
ment (4-6). 


And it was GFP-furnished en¬ 
tertainment, too, headed by a 
four-piece string band made up 
of GFP section employees. 

J. C. Allen and M. H. Garbey 
supplied the standard guitar 
strains, while B. C. Campbell 
handled a steel guitar and J. D. 
Keel a fiddle. 

Vocals were by Joy F. Little. 

G. W. Mason and J. O. Morrow 
combined to sing “Let the Rest of 
the World Go By.” 

At the third annual picnic, 
Jack Morrow and Kenneth Mc¬ 
Kinney won football passes and 


Mrs. M. H. Garbey and Mrs. 
Frances Lunsford won theatre 
passes given as door prizes. 

The group played football, soft- 
ball and danced. 

Jane Knowles and Blondell 
Golden were in charge of ar¬ 
rangements. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


“We’ve had pretty good luck 
so far, and we’re always willing 
to try,” said Raines. 


Model Plane Hobbyists 
Meet at 7:30 Tonight 

Model Airplane enthusiasts will 
get together at 7:30 tonight (Oct. 
21), to talk about free flight and 
radio control flying soon to start 
in the Convair CRA activity. 

Jesse F. Shepherd, Dept. 6, a 
pioneer in free flight and radio 
control flying, will be on hand 
for instruction and information. 

R. J. Heist, CRA model air¬ 
plane commissioner, urged all in¬ 
terested persons to attend the 
meeting. A film will also be 
shown. 



NOT GUY LOMBARDO—GFP string band entertained fellow employees at recent picnic with 
several selections. Vocals were handled by Joy Little. More than 150 gathered for barbecue picnic. 
At right, two-year-old Jack Francisco helps hungry kitty to free dinner. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with equipment. Range open to all from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday 7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m. at CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals, CRA 
center every Thursday. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday 7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. Regular play Friday night at 
CRA center. Master point night second Friday of each month. Special plant-wide 
party 8 p.m. Friday CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. 
each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. “Twilight Walk” 8 p.m. Oct. 23, 
24 at CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. Tryouts for three-act “Bell, Book and 
Candle” Oct. 25, 26, 7:30 p.m. at CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo starts Oct. 23. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice 
is in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Monthly meeting con¬ 
trol line group 7:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at CRA Center. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
7 p.m. each Tuesday at CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloane, ext. 7111 second shift 
co-ordinator. Classes will meet 9 to 11 a.m. Wednesdays at CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. Rental horses available daily. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m., Oct. 26, Nov. 11. Advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each 
Monday at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Plant-wide tournament Oct. 
24-27 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioncrj ext. 5292. Activity discontinued until spring. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Sh aw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift, 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 



BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING & FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—J. R. Southard, commissioner, ext. 446. 

PISTOLS & RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 



BEHIND THE SCENES—"Twilight Walk" actors and actresses 
get ready for last performances of three-act thriller. Jean Harrison 
combs hair of daughter Diane, while Bill Vance covers up greasepaint. 

twilight Walk/ Mystery-Chiller, 
To Be Staged Again Friday Night 


Convair friends and families who have been packing the 
CRA Playhouse during “Twilight Walk” performances have 
been watching polished performances. 

The story of the psychopathic killer, the curious free¬ 
lance girl reporter, and the tough New York detective is 


told in spine-chilling reality. 

Bill Vance as Ronnie Brew¬ 
ster gives a remarkably profes¬ 
sional performance of the psy¬ 
chopath, aided by pretty Paula 
Heywood whose nose for news 
gets her in slightly boiling water. 

Though Bill Harrison, as the 
detective, and Bill King as the 
reporter, have stereotyped roles, 
they play them convincingly. 

Celeste Neff and Marg Han¬ 
cock provided the audience with 
a few laughs to relieve the tense¬ 
ness brought on by the heavy plot. 

Clever dialogue, effective scen¬ 
ery and lighting plus the capable 
direction of Murrel Morris pro¬ 


vide the audience with an even¬ 
ing of really good entertainment. 

The three-act play will run two 
more days, Oct. 23 and 24, at the 
Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 
Tickets are available at 85 cents 
at the CRA office. 

Tryouts for the next production 
in November will be held at the 
playhouse Oct. 25 and 26 for the 
sophisticated comedy, “Bell, Book 
and Candle.” 

This is the first season the play 
has been open to non-professional 
groups. Everett Morris, director, 
said parts are open for three men 
and two women.—S.A. 
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TOP BOWLERS—Peggy Kleiner and Claudia Rubush (left to 
right) compare scores for week in Guys and Gals league. Below, 
Earl Rubush demonstrates technique of winning. 


Going Tough in 
Guys-Gals League 

Team 13 nudged Team 18 out 
of first place last week in the 
Convair Guys and Gals bowling 
league. First place keglers have 
a 17-3 record, runnersup’s 16-14. 

Team 20 and Team 5 stayed in 
third and fourth places respec¬ 
tively. 

High individual games bowled 
for the week of Oct. 3 were turned 
in by Claudia Rubush with 197 
and Bill Ward with 230. 

Ward also bowled the high 
series with 600 and Jesse Kemp 
with 488 had high women’s series. 

Fern Cage Players 
Sought for CRA 

A call for women went out 
this week. 

And it came from Ed Tucknies, 
CRA Basketball Commissioner. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from Tucknies at ext. 6210 
or the CRA office, ext. 5141. 



CRAZY CAT—Whopper is 58- 
pound catfish caught by R. L. 
Johnson, Dept. 27. He and W. 
White, Dept. 48, and E. R. 
Fowler, Dept. 44, pulled in 400 
pounds of cat. 



Golf Sweepstakers Set 
For Saturday Morning 

CRA’s Golf Sweepstakes will 
open bright and early Saturday 
morning at Glen Garden Country 
Club, according to Fred Foster, 
CRA golf commissioner. 

Entry fee for the two-man 
team play is $1. No handicap 
will be used and there may be 
no more than a three stroke team 
difference. 

Entries will be taken up until 
tee-off time (7 to 9 a.m. Oct. 24) 
at Glen Garden, or until Friday 
at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Stamp-Coin Exhibit 
Planned for Dec. 12 

Entry blanks were distributed 
this week for the CRA stamp and 
coin club annual exhibit to be 
held Dec. 12 at the CRA center. 

Three divisions and eight cate¬ 
gories will be open to entrants. 
Divisions are set up for senior 
collectors, junior collectors and 
coin and currency collectors. 

Judging will be done on the 
basis of neatness, completeness, 
research, originality and condi¬ 
tion. 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, announced 
cachet covers for the event will 
be available after Dec. 12. In¬ 
terested persons should send 10 
cents to . the CRA office with 
their name and address. 


Table Tennis 
Tilt Saturday 
At CRA Center 

Paddles and balls will be bounc¬ 
ing all over the place Saturday 
when the Convair FW plant-wide 
table tennis tournament gets un¬ 
der way. 

Doors of the CRA center will 
be open at 9 a.m. for warm-ups, 
with actual tourney play begin¬ 
ning at 10. 

Jim Collin, Convair FW champ¬ 
ion, is expected to retain his title, 
though Charles Hurst may pro¬ 
vide a bit of stiff competition. 

Favored in men’s doubles are 
Collin and John Rangel, CRA 
tennis commissioner. In mixed 
doubles, Clayton Dillworth and 
Peggy Hardcastle are given a 
slight edge over the Lydie Nor¬ 
man and C. A. Callaway duo. 

Peggy Hardcastle, Lydia Nor¬ 
man and Bernie Sandquist are 
slated to finish in that order in 
women’s singles. 

“It ought to be a good tourna¬ 
ment,” says Rangel. “We’ve had 
a good turnout for practice play.” 

He urged all interested persons 
to come for play Saturday. 

Deer Hunters Out 
For CRA Awards 

If you’ve got a gun, head for 
the hills when deer season opens! 

Prizes are going to be on hand 
for the Convair FW hunters who 
bag the biggest out-of-state deer 
and the biggest white-tailed deer 
in Texas. 

Bill Parrish, CRA hunting com¬ 
missioner, said deer must be 
weighed and field dressed at a 
reputable weigh-in station. En¬ 
tries then should be turned in to 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

The competition will close 
shortly after the end of hunting 
season. 

Party Bridge is 
Set for Friday 

It’ll be party night again Fri¬ 
day at the CRA Center when 
Convair FW bridge-players get 
together for a few hands. 

Play will get under way at 8 
p.m. for Convair players who are 
interested solely in a good time 
at bridge playing. 

“We tried this a few weeks 
ago and had a good turnout,” says 
Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge com¬ 
missioner. “Everyone was so en¬ 
thusiastic about it that we decided 
to play every other Friday night.” 

Winners at the last session 
were Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Davidson, Dept. 22, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren Cooper, Dept. 74. 
They took first and second prizes, 
respectively. 

Eldred reported the regular 
duplicate game will be played 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 
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ALLURE OR A LURE?—Nancy Bobbit+e, of engineering, appears 
to be in a pretty fix. But it's all a gag just to attract attention to 
CRA fish rodeo starting Oct. 23. 


Weight-Lifting Done for Health, 

Not for Pin-Up Type Physique 

Weight-lifting, as practiced at the CRA recreation cen¬ 
ter, is not designed to produce masculine pin-up type phy¬ 
siques. 

“Instead,” said I. B. Hale, commissioner, at a demonstra¬ 
tion before the CRA employee council, “It is designed to 


build up good health and main¬ 
tain good health.” 

Hale told commissioners at the 
October meeting that weight-lift¬ 
ing is “not a sport, and it’s not a 
game.” 

“It’s work,” he said, “and 
mighty hard work if it’s done 
right. But it pays off in im¬ 
proved mental and physical con¬ 
dition, better health—and fewer 
doctor bills.” 

Hale and Don Nasche, of Dept. 
81, demonstrated various exer¬ 
cises practiced by the weight- 
lifters to develop specific portions 
of the anatomy. 

The “military press,” for in¬ 
stance, is the lifting of a bar bell 
in front of the face and over the 
head. This is designed to require 
deep breathing, and develops the 
lungs and chest, as well as shoul¬ 
ders and arms. 

A “reverse press” is lifting the 
bar bell from the shoulders be¬ 
hind the head. It serves to 
strengthen the neck and shoulders 
particularly. 

In another routine, Nasche at¬ 
tached steel weights to his feet, 
stretched out on a bench and ex¬ 
ercised by raising his feet into 
the air and back over his head. 


This is designed to strengthen 
lower stomach muscles. 

“Any athlete who keeps in con¬ 
dition by weight-lifting won’t sud¬ 
denly keel over with ‘athlete’s 
heart’,” said Hale, himself a one¬ 
time great grid star for Texas 
Christian University. 

“Weight-lifting, if practiced 
conscientiously, will build up the 
puny and take the fat off the 
paunchy.” 


CRA Fish Rodeo 
Opens October 23 

Friday’s the day for Convair 
anglers to get out their rods and 
reels and head for the lakes and 
streams to try for prizes offered 
in the CRA fish rodeo. 

Starting Friday Oct. 23 entries 
will be judged for the largest 
black bass, sand bass, crappie, 
and channel cat caught by Con¬ 
vair FW employees. 

Bill Parrish, CRA fishing com¬ 
missioner, said slips must be sign¬ 
ed and registered by the owner 
of a reputable fishing camp and 
turned into the CRA office. 

The rodeo closes Nov. 30. 



HE-MEN—Husky bruisers demonstrated for CRA employee council at October meeting with 
weight lifting demonstration. Fred Gignilliat, (in deerskin), did a take-off, but Donald Nasche, Dept. 
81, gave with the real thing. Nasche demonstrates '‘military press." 







































Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


October 21, 1953 





ALL ABOARD—SAM-SAC "train" at Convair FW, pictured 
making its regular run during which it visits 28 different "stations" 


Million Dollar Saving 
Seen For CIP at FW 

C. C. Crickman and I. L. Shadwick of Convair FW are 
in the_“Millionaire” class when it comes to Cost Improve¬ 
ment Proposals. 


They were commended last 
week by August C. Esenwein, FW 
Division manager, for a CIP 
which is estimated to save Con¬ 
vair )and ultimately the U. S. 
taxpayer) more than one million 
dollars a year. 

Their suggestion was that Con¬ 
vair discontinue using D-l oxy¬ 
gen regulators on B-36s in favor 
of the newer, improved and less 
expensive D-2 regulators. Net re¬ 
sult is a saving of $1,331,770. 

The regulators are automatic 


mechanisms which regulate the 
flow of oxygen to crew members 
when the aircraft is flying at high 
altitudes in rarefied atmosphere. 

Crickman, 6-4, and Shadwick, 
4-2, share in the honors, accord¬ 
ing to Roy Crabtree, Employee 
Suggestion assistant supervisor. 

“This shows what can be done 
by keeping your eyes and ears 
open,” said Crabtree. “This was 
a relatively simple suggestion— 
but no one had thought about it 
before—and it's saving us more 
than a million dollars.” 


to deliver parts. "Engineer" and "conductor" are B. M. Hardin o 
Traffic and L. J. Nally (Dept. 22-1). 


SAM-SAC 


Though mule trains and 
covered wagons are most of¬ 
ten associated with horse 
operas depicting the rough 
and rugged days of the 
1800's, they're also doing a 
bang-up job to help keep the 
Air Force fleet of B-36's in 
top shape. 

The “mules,” though, are 92 
horsepower midget trucks. 

And the “prairie schooners” are 
pint-sized wagons pulled by the 
“mules.” 

Together, they make up the two 
SAM-SAC trains which run 
regular 45-minute schedules 16 
hours a day around the FW Divi¬ 
sion yard to make sure that the 
right SAM-SAC parts are in the 
right place at the right time. 

Starting at Air Foi^e Stores 
and Shed C on the west side of 
the assembly building, the two 
trains make regularly scheduled 
runs delivering parts at each of 
the 28 SAM-SAC work stations. 

The mule trains are operated 
by the traffic department, but 
manufacturing control handles 
the scheduling and the routing of 
the parts, and an MC dispatcher 

SPECIAL DELIVERY—Supplementing "train" in expediting parts rides the train with the traffic 
for SAM-SAC airplanes are scooters and bicycles. B. B. Phillips 
(Dept. 22-1) in picture. 


Lanphier Will Head 
National Air Assoc. 


STUDY CONVAIR—Lt. Cols. R. W. LaPlante and W. W. Foster 
of AF start year of duty studying Convair methods at Fort Worth. 

Two More Air Force Officers Report at FW 
For Year of Studying Convair's Methods 


ticipated in AF suitability tests 
for the B-36D. 

LaPlante came here from the 
AF headquarters in the Pentagon. 
During World War II, he was 
stationed at Tarrant Field, now 
Carswell AFB. 

Both men will be at Convair 


Thomas G. Lanphier, Jr., Con¬ 
vair vice-president and assistant 
to the president, last week was 
elected president of the National 
Aeronautic Association which 
ended its annual meeting here. 

He'succeeded Harry K. Coffey 
of Portland as president of the 
NAA, the repre¬ 
sentative in the 
United States of 
the Federation 
Aeronautique 
Internationale, 
world governing 
board for the 
establishment of 
i n ternational 
records in aero¬ 
nautics. 

Lanphier, 37, 

World War II 
former Idaho newspaperman, and 
government official prior to join¬ 
ing Convair, served this year as 
a member of the 1953 Collier 
Trophy Committee. The Collier 
Trophy is awarded annually by 
the NAA “for the greatest 
achievement in aviation in Amer- 


T. G. Lanphier 

fighter pilot, 


FW Division for a year, spending ica, the value of which has been 
from two days to 11 weeks in each | demonstrated by actual use dur- 
department. 1 ing the preceding year.” 


Lanphier was born in Panama 
City, Panama, in November, 
1915. He obtained his high school¬ 
ing in Detroit and his degree in 
1937 from Stanford University. 
He joined Convair in May, 1951, 
as assistant to the president, and 
assumed his present position in 
November, 1951. 

From May, 1950, to May, 1951, 
he was special assistant to W. 
Stuart Symington, chairman, Na¬ 
tional Security Resources Board, 
and represented Symington on 
the National Security Council 
senior staff. 

From December, 1949, to May, 
1950, Lanphier served as special 
assistant to the Secretary of the 
Air Force for Research and De¬ 
velopment, and in 1950 was 
named a member of the Air Force 
Scientific Advisory Board. 

Lanphier was elected president 
of the Air Force Association, a 
national group of Air Force vet¬ 
erans, for the 1947-48 term. He 
is also a past chairman of the 
association’s board and chairman 
of its executive committee. 


CRA has a place for you. Turn 
to page 6. 


Convair FW Division for the 
third consecutive year is partici¬ 
pating in the Air Force Institute 
of Technology Industrial Plan¬ 
ning and Procurement Program. 

Studying management planning 
and operation are Lt. Col. W. W. 

Foster, Jr., and Lt. Col. R. F. 

LaPlante. 

Foster was most recently at¬ 
tached to the Air Technical Intel¬ 
ligence Center in Dayton. While 
stationed at Eglin AFB, he par- 

50,000 Will Gef 
Convair Booklets 

Nearly 50,000 copies of “This 
Is Convair,” a comprehensive 
pamphlet in color describing Con¬ 
vair history and products, were 
scheduled to be in the mail this 
week to Convair employees at all 
divisions. 

Issuance of the booklets is 
partly in recognition of the fifieth 
anniversary of powered flight this 
year (which coincides with Con- 
vair’s own thirtieth anniversary), 
and also to better acquaint Con¬ 
vair people with their company. 

In an accompanying letter, Gen. 

Joseph T. McNarney, Convair 
president, wrote: 

“I hope you will find the book¬ 
let more than just an anniversary 
souvenir and reference to Con¬ 
vair operations. I hope it will 
make you proud, as I am proud, 

of Convair’s aviation heritage NEWEST TURBOPROP—Shown at Convair Fort Worth is first of two Convair-Liners slated for con- 
... and of what your individual version to turboprops for Air Force (Convairiety, Sept. 23, 1953). Second plane is scheduled to fly 
skill and integrity contribute to from San Diego to Fort Worth next month for similar conversion. They will carry YT-56 Allison oas 
that heritage.” turbine engines. 7 S 


department operator at all times. 

Mule skinners are B. M. Hardin 
and J. Burris on first shift, and 
L. E. Laxson and A. W. Garner 
on second shift. Their partners 
are L. J. Nally and R. O. Taylor 
on first and W. W. Mills and 
B. G. West on second. 

Together the trains cover about 
380 miles a week, even at the 
five-miles-an-hour pace they 
travel. 

“But they deliver the goods,” 
commented W. A. Day, moderni¬ 
zation manager over the entire 
SAM-SAC shop program. 

Fact is, they deliver an average 
of about 60,000 parts per week— 
the parts necessary to make 
SAM-SAC B-36s as good as they 
w^ere when new, and better in 
some ways, although “not like 
new.” 

The “covered wagons” on the 
train protect the parts from dam¬ 
age from the elements. 

Besides delivering parts to the 
work stations, the trains also pick 
up at the work stations any parts 
pulled off the airplane and des¬ 
tined for other stations. They 
also carry all CVAC-furnished 
tools and tooling to the docks, 
thus making one tool crib serve 
the purpose of many and also 
saving employees the time it 
would take to go to and from tool 
cribs. 

Keeping an eye over the mule 
trains are Foreman P. W. Mc¬ 
Lendon and R. B. Miller, whose 
responsibility it is to see that 
nothing delays the deliveries. 

Two other special manufactur¬ 
ing control set-ups speed parts to 
SAM-SAC ships on which there 
are critical priority jobs. One is 
a “special delivery” scooter oper¬ 
ated by B. B. Phillips on first 
shift and W. S. Bernhard on sec¬ 
ond shift. The scooter is used to 
haul items too heavy for bicycles 
and not heavy enough to require 
a truck or crane. In addition, 
bicycles pedaled by manufactur¬ 
ing control dispatchers are as¬ 
signed to each of the 28 work 
stations. The bikes are sent by 
supervision on the work stations 
to scour up parts before a short¬ 
age threatens to delay the job. 

“And,” says Manufacturing 
Control Supt. D. A. Clemson, 
“nobody knows how many miles 
a day those boys pedal, but it’s 
plenty.” 

All to make sure the Air Force 
gets the SAM-SAC airplanes 
when it wants them. 


Directors to Meet 
At FW Division 

Convair’s Board of Directors 
will meet this week at the Fort 
Worth Division. Chairman John 
Jay Hopkins is expected to pre¬ 
side. 


Mule Trains' Operate 16 Hours a Day to Speed B-36s 

Keep Parts 
Flowing to 
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GEAR CHECK—B. D. Walton and R. S. Pruitt (both Dept. 95 FW) run check on main B-36 land¬ 
ing gear after installation of new pivot shaft that will boost payloads. Sharp eyes (see arrow) will 
detect G. H. Adams in wheel well. 


89% 


o at Convair FW 
Join in Con-Trib-Club 

Although employee pledges totaled only $175,004.16 
of the original $192,000 goal in the recent Convair em¬ 
ployees Con-Trib-Club Drive, Con-Trib-Club nevertheless 
will be able to make donations to the agencies it supports 
in amounts slightly larger than originally planned. 

August C. Esenwein, C-T-C 
president and division manager, 
announced today that the C-T-C 
Board of Directors had voted to 
use $10,514.53 of funds originally 
set in the 1952-53 budget for 
“other organized charities” which 
might have developed. 

“That money was never re¬ 
quired,” he explained, “so the 
board is distributing it among 
the various programs it is sup¬ 
porting in the same ratio as plan¬ 
ned for the 1953-54 fiscal year 
starting Dec. 1. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Texan Joins 
Convair Board 

Robert F. Windfohr of Fort 
Worth, prominent Texas oil man 
and civic leader, recently was 
elected to the Board of Directors 
of Convair. 

In announcing the appointment 
following a meeting of the Con¬ 
vair board at the Fort Worth 
Division, John Jay Hopkins, board 
chairman, declared: 

“Because Convair’s Fort Worth 
Division is the largest industrial 
operation in Texas, it is only 
fitting that a Texan should serve 
on the company’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors. Further, Mr. Windfohr is 
eminently qualified for the direc¬ 
torship because of his broad ex¬ 
perience in the business world. 
Also he has a deep interest in 
aviation which is becoming more 
and more important to Texas as 
an expanding industrial enter¬ 
prise.” 

First Texan to be named to the 
Tonvair board, Windfohr recent¬ 
ly served as president of the 
Texas Mid-Continent Oil and Gas 
Association. 


DIRECTOR—Robert F. Wind¬ 
fohr of Fort Worthy new member 
of Convair Board of Directors. 


C-T-C Divides 
A 'Windfall' 

A $23,000 “windfall” for charit¬ 
able agencies supported by Con¬ 
vair employees Con-Trib-Club 
during the first 18 months of 
its operation was announced to¬ 
day by the C-T-C Board of Direc¬ 
tors. 

The sum became available for 
the agencies because one organi¬ 
zation, Crusade for Freedom, to 
which C-T-C originally planned 
to contribute did not hold a cam¬ 
paign, and because donations of 
employees to the fund exceeded 
anticipation. 

So the melon was split up by 
the C-T-C board in the same per¬ 
centage ratios as agencies were 
given C-T-C funds during the 18- 
month period. 

Red Cross, $5,020.81. 

American Cancer Society, 
$1,088.06. 

Crippled Children’s Society, 
$575.16. 

American Heart Association, 
$714.95. 

Goodwill Industries, $466.39. 

Fort Worth Safety Council, 
$310.96. 

United Fund, $2,621.45. 

Community Chest, $9,171.52. 

City-County Hospital Polio 
Ward, $2,304.21. 

Tuberculosis Society, $1,189.73. 

Fort Worth Council for Re¬ 
tarded Children, $32.81. 


BLOWER—A two-story blower 
is used at FW to dry gas tanks 
prior to altering landing gear. 
Night picture shows J. B. Howie 
(Dept. 63). 


Change in B-36 

Landing Gear 
To Up Payload 

B-36 bombers—long the Air Force’s world champion 
bomb-carrying heavyweights—soon will be carrying even 
heavier bomb loads. 

August C. Esenwein, FW Division manager, announced 
today that Convair’s Fort Worth Division already has 
begun work equipping a number of B-36s with main land¬ 
ing gear which will enable the big ships to carry increased 
bomb loads. 


What the new bomb carrying 
capacity may be—and what the 
total gross weight of the new air¬ 
planes so equipped may be—is 
still restricted for national secur¬ 
ity. 

But security regulations do 
permit publication of figures pre¬ 
viously released: a bomb-carrying 
capacity of 84,000 pounds, and a 
gross weight of more than 358,000 
pounds. 

And with the reworked gear, 
those figures are bigger than 
ever. 

Essentially, the job at this point 
involves towing B-36s from 
Carswell Air Force Base across 
the runway to Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion; completely defueling them; 
removing the two units of the 
main landing gear, which weigh 
16,000 pounds in themselves; in¬ 
stalling new and stronger pivot 
shafts at the point where the 
massive gear joins the wing near 
the inboard gas tank; resealing 
the inboard gas tank; and running 
operational checks on the main 
landing gear before re-delivery to 
the AF. 

Convair spokesmen pointed out 
that successive increases in power 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair to Observe 
Holiday on Nov. 26 

Thanksgiving holiday will be 
observed at Fort Worth Division 
on Thursday, Nov. 26. 

This advance notice was given 
by Convair in order that em¬ 
ployees may make their plans 
accordingly. Only those persons 
specifically notified by their 
supervisors will be required to 
work. 


New, More Convenient Size Check 
Adopted For Payrolls at Convair 


A new type paycheck is in store 
for Convair FW employees on or 
about Nov. 20, F. P. Parker, man¬ 
ager of accounting, announced 
this week. (These paychecks are 
the same type recently put into 
use at the San Diego Division.) 

The negotiable portion of the 
check is a fraction longer than 
a dollar bill and will more easily 
fit most billfolds. This decrease 
in the size and amount of paper 
used will save Convair over $2,000 
annually, Parker said. 

The non-negotiable section of 
the check is about the same size, 
and provides the same informa¬ 
tion as is now supplied. 

The check part for hourly em¬ 
ployees is yellow with a border 
of white, while the stub is white. 
Colors of other paychecks will 
remain the same as previously. 

In the upper left-hand corner 
the newly adopted Convair symbol 
is used. This replaces the old 
emblem on the present checks. 

The new type paycheck should 
prove to be more compact and 
convenient for all employees. 


SOMETHING NEW — June 
Taylor and P. B. Norman com¬ 
pare new Convair paycheck with 
type now in use. Newer ones will 
be about size of dollar bill. 


Convair YF-102 
Beats Schedule 
On 1st Flight 

A week ahead of schedule, the 
YF-102, Convair’s all-weather 
supersonic interceptor built for 
the Air Force, proved itself in 
flight Oct. 24 over the closely 
guarded test center at Edwards 
Air Force Base. 

Before a small but select audi¬ 
ence, Richard L. Johnson, former 
crack Air Force test flyer, now 
Convair’s chief test pilot for the 
102 project, roared across the flat 
desert and lifted the shining delta 
wing prototype into a cloudless 
sky. 

Almost at once, as the YF-102 
left the ground, three other jets 
converged upon it*and took up 
positions as chase planes. Though 
two of the accompanying ships 
carried photographers, their main 
mission was to give visual aid 
to Johnson in studying the be¬ 
havior of the new ship. 

“It seemed only a few seconds 
before the YF-102, a great silver 
dart in the sky, was lost to view,” 
one observer recalled. 

“I don’t believe any of us 
among the observers were wor¬ 
ried, but I think most of us cheer¬ 
ed when the plane whistled by and 
left the ground behind. It’s al¬ 
most involuntary to let out a 
‘There she goes!’ and shake some¬ 
body’s hand. I found myself 
being pummeled by a perfect 
stranger!” 

It was an ideal morning for the 
first air test, crisp and cloudless. 
Normally a scene of impressive 
activity with scores of different 
planes in the air or on the flight 
line, the great test base on the 
Mojave Desert northeast of Los 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Medal Urged For 
Convair FW Hero 

Convair FW Division and the 
Fort Worth Safety Council 
have joined to recommend 
C. G. Adams, Dept. 64 em¬ 
ployee, for a Carnegie Award, 
the highest honor bestowed 
upon non-military citizens for 
heroic acts. 

Adams saved Mrs. J. L. 
Strain from possible drowning 
Oct. 24 at Eagle Mountain 
Lake when the boat she and 
her husband were fishing in 
capsized in turbulent waters 
below the dam. 

The flight test instrument 
mechanic and his brother were 
fishing on land when they saw 
the Strain boat overturn. 

Though delayed while pulling 
off his waders, Adams raced 
on land until he was almost 
parallel to Mrs. Strain. He dove 
in and swam to her. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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+ * Service Pins * * 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins a»e due 
during the period Nov. 1 through Nov. 
15. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, M. Johnson, 
C. M. McCulloh, G. R. Rodgers. Dept. 
7, R. B. Booth. Dept. 8, H. W. Black¬ 
mon. Dept. 9, R. L. Harp, N. S. Pos¬ 
ton. Dept. 15, C. R. Brown, J. F. Mc¬ 
Mahon. 

Dept. 20, L. Kizzee, J. W. Rawls, 
C. R. Wallace. Dept. 22, C. Booker, 
G. H. Dipprey, R. J. Hardwick, W. O. 
McClaran, W. B. Phillips, C. K. Wil¬ 
son. 

Dept. 24, D. J. Dunleavy, G. W. 
Harrington, J. A. McKillop, P. O. Rich- 
erson. Dept. 25, J. C. Bryant, D. Smith, 

G. H. Walls. Dept. 27, M. W. Hodge, 
W. L. Shelby. 

Dept. 29, W. M. S. Bennett. Dept. 
30, J. W. Hickey. Dept. 31, S. D, Ash¬ 
craft, H. W. Brown, O. Eubanks, J. 

L. Frisbie, G. Hines, J. D. McCurry, 

B. L. Rankin, W. S. Steele, S. H. Wil¬ 
liams. Dept. 44, C. R. Kimbrell. 

Dept. 45, E. H. Lanier. Dept. 47, D. 

H. Dennis, R. M. Ellenbarger, R. E. 

Markum, P. L. Suitt. Dept. 50, J. H. 
Kendrick, H. C. Waddell. 

Dept. 63, C. B. Clark, Jr., R. E. 

Curington, S. J. Dewveall, B. K. Gib¬ 
son, J. C. McDougle, A. J. Payne. 
Dept, 64, E. L. Alexander, C. F. Mil¬ 
ler! J. R. Pyburn. 

Dept. 65, E. M. Howell, H. L. White. 
Dept. 76, O. Cross. Dept. 81, J. M. 
Duffey, C. E. Locke, C. R. Merrill, 

J. E. McRaney, C. E. Powell, D. L. 
Reeve, A. O. Wright. 

Dept. 82, J. O. Curtis. Dept. 91, R. 

E. Kardaras, A. Walker. Dept. 92, T. 
R. Mitchell, F. L. Summers. Dept 93, 
R. L. Dunaway, L. L. Eubanks, M. P. 
Inman, W. A. McAlester. Dept. 94, W. 

M. Littlejohn, F. A. McCown, L. J. 
Mills, J. T. Stines. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, L. L. Beck, 

C. W. Bryan, C. W. Cox, R. Y. Grimes, 
H. C. Jenkins, W. E. Ochiltree, E. M. 
Parrish, B. G. Stults. 

Dept. 6, R. L. D’abadie, D. I. Down¬ 
ing, E. C. Harmon, W. V. Wilson. 
Dept. 9, M. W. Dozier, M. S. Welch. 
Dept. 14, L. H. Ware. Dept. 15, D. T. 
Jones. „ „ 

Dept. 22, A. W. Back, J. S. Boyd, 

K. H. Boshers, R. A. Canterbury, W. 

L. Neal, Z. E. Self, D. C. Webb. Dept. 

24, J. P. Kuhns, E. W. Snelson. Dept. 

25, J. T. Warren, Jr. 

Dept. 26, T. M. Smith. Dept. 27, R. 

N. Atkins, E. V. Boyd, J. R. Frank, 

J. O. Gordon, D. R. Hidge, H. B. Hol¬ 
lingsworth, J. A. Woods. 

Dept. 30, W. C. Blue, J. I. Curry. 
Dept. 31, J. E. Anthony, R. Artiaga, 
R. H. Atkins, E. S. Brown, C. L. Col¬ 
vin, J. O. Cox, J. C. Crites, B. Downs, 

O. H. Eller, R. D. Ferguson. 

G. H. Fleming, Jr., L. L. Gardner, 
W. D. Gibson, J. F. Hazzard, Jr., M. 

V. Hemby, W. D. Hobbs, W. L. Law¬ 
rence, B. L. Lawson, W. C. Lothridge, 
J. M. McKee, Jr., G. W. Maples, A. 

H. May, K. W. Moore, L. J. P. Phil¬ 
lips. , 

N. Porter, L. L. Riley, A. L. Rippe- 
toe, H. D. Walters, B. G. Wilson, W. 
B Wooley. Dept. 43, H. A. Crabb, R. 

F. Mitchell. Dept. 44, R. L. Lahmer. 
Dept. 45, S. P. Allen, L. C. Find¬ 
ley, T. L. Guthrie, J. W. Joslin, J. D. 
McCurry, W. E. Rickman. Dept. 47, 
C. M. Cox, M. W. Harris, J. M. Le¬ 
nox, W. R. Roberts, R. W. Tye. 

Dept. 48, C. C. Amacker, H. E. 
Barnes, J. B. Betsill, D. T. Brannon, 
E. A. Brewton, R. R. Burne, J. C. 


Chennault, H. H. Cooper, G. D. Cox, 
H. Doyle, R. D. England, J. L. Fo»ro, 
N. H. Gilbreath, L. H. Grochoske, J. 
W. Groom. 

G. W. Hartness, W. A. Hendrex, W. 
Hobbs, M. E. Kuykendall, R. M. Lei- 
dig, J. J. Mason, E. W. Meyers, W. 
F. Newton, J. T. Rose, R. Ruiz, J. R. 
Short, J. T. Thornton, A. J. Wetzel, 
A. C. Whitehead, D. D. Whitsitt, A. C. 
Wilson. 

Dept. 50, J. D. Miller, P. A. Porter, 
Jr. Dept. 63, J. H. Sehon. Dept. 73, 
J. J. Faulkner, D. K. Rodgers, R. A. 
Wright. Dept. 74, R. E. Kuswara, G. 
Selman, H. J. Weast, C. M. Windham. 
Dept. 75, L. E. Tucker, H. N. Way- 
land, Jr., K. H. Wilson. 

Dept, 76, E. A. Richards, N. W. 
Shockley, J. E. Stevenson. Dept. 81, 
A. A. Aenchbacher, C. R. Alexander, 
E. C. Atchley, J. H. McDonald, R. L. 
Morris. 

Dept. 82, D. R. Carter, C. G. Cull¬ 
ers, P. R. Flanagin, C. E. Stults. Dept. 
91, B. R. Anderson, M. R. Barnes, M. 
L. Norfrian, G. D. Osburn, L. M. Stone, 
J. S. Wilson. 

Dept. 92, B. J. Thomas. Dept. 93, D 
J. Bouldin, F. F. Guajardo, H. L. Hum¬ 
phries, D. L. Milligan, F. M. Morris. 
Dept. 94, K. Dill, J. L. Landon, J. R. 
West, P. C. White, Jr. Dept. 95, W. 
R. Graham, E. Petty. 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision effective Oct. 15. 

Dept. 2, Division Manager: to mas¬ 
ter planning administrator, A. L. John¬ 
son. . , -r. 

Dept. 4, Material: to senior buyer, F. 

M. Callan, Jr., O. L. Murdock, J. T. 
Ramsel, I. L. Shadwick, B. L. Woolfolk. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to design en¬ 
gineer, R. C. Brangan, M. J. Chtasson, 
J. A. Gehringer, Jr. To senior design 
engineer, J. E. Rasmusen, A. D. Tuttle. 
To aerophysics lab group engineer, ,S. 
A. Mayfield. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to cost analyst, 
R. E. Woods. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
J. M. Kirksey. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to pro¬ 
cess engineer, T. J. Foy, Jr. To chem¬ 
ist, C. F. Gilley. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
to tool manufacturing assistant fore¬ 
man, A. W. Robbins, C. McCune. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $326.18 for the 
week ending Oct. 23: 

Dept. 3-6, Personnel: S. A. Gross. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: L. 
E. Evans, R. E. Pippin, J. B. Wig- 
ley. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: L. C. Deaton, 
L. C. Deaton, Jr. 

Dept. 76, Armament: L. A. Ford. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: P. M. Blue. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

We take this means of expressing 
our heartfelt thanks for the beautiful 
floral offerings and the many expres¬ 
sions of kindness rendered at the death 
of our loved one. 

Wife, daughter and family of James 
C. Crowe. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Ride wanted from corner of Summit 
and Pennsylvania for 7 a.m. to 3:45 
shift. Lot seven or nine. Call Bill 
Sparks, ext. 5195. 


89 Per Cent Sign up 
For Con-Trib-Club 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“Although we did not reach our 
earlier goal—for good and suffi¬ 
cient reasons of which we are all 
aware—Convair employees cer¬ 
tainly made a creditable showing 
under the circumstances, and are 
to be commended for their gener¬ 
osity and for their fine support 
of the Con-Trib-Club program.” 

Almost 89 per cent of all Con¬ 
vair FW employees signed up, 
with second shift leading first by 
93 per cent to 87 per cent. 

Seventeen departments, how¬ 
ever, made more than 100 per cent 
of their dollar quotas: 

Division managers office and 
Dept. 2 personnel, personnel de¬ 
partment, material, engineering, 
manufacturing and tooling man¬ 
agement . personnel, industrial 
engineering, accounting, budget, 
contracts, flight, tool service, 
estimating, traffic, outside pro¬ 
duction, process control, inspec¬ 
tion-modernization, and arma¬ 
ment. 

Budget-wise, Con-Trib-Club’s 
anticipated contributions for the 
coming year will total $185 ; 514.16 
broken down into these items: 

United Fund (42 agencies), 
$117,543.86. 

Local polio program, $18,705.43. 

Tuberculosis Society, $9,670.87. 

Emergency Aid for Convair 
families, $16,865.13. 

Crusade for Freedom, $7,591.25. 

Other organized charities which 
may develop during the year. 
$15,137.99. 


Scores Bid For Four 
Convair Ford Sedans 

Scores of sealed and secret bids 
were made last week by Convair 
FW employees interested in buy¬ 
ing the four company-owned Ford 
sedans put up for sale to the 
highest bidders. 

But the results were not known 
at presstime. Buyers of the cars 
will be announced in the Nov. 18 
issue of Convairiety. 


Engineer’s Painting 
Wins $500 Fair Prize 

At least one Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion engineer has a more than 
lucrative hobby. 

He’s James Boynton and his 
hobby—and talent—recently paid 
off to the tune of $500. 

At the Texas State Fair exhibi¬ 
tion preview at the Dallas Mu¬ 
seum of Fine Arts, Boynton’s oil 
painting “Limestone Edge” took 
the purchase prize of $500. 

Boynton’s work was among 101 
paintings by Texas artists. 


Your chance to help your fel¬ 
low man. And to do it “pain¬ 
lessly” through payroll deduc¬ 
tions. Join Con-Trib-Club today. 


if CcMairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Of/ices, San Diego, 
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Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 




Medal Sought For 
Convair FW Hero 


(Continued from Page 1) 

“Luckily, she didn’t put up 
any struggle so it was com¬ 
paratively easy getting her in 
what we call a hammerlock, 
and swimming the side crawl 
for about 40 feet. The hard 
part was fighting the under¬ 
tow which was very strong. I 
felt as though I couldn’t keep 
my feet in the water.” 

Meanwhile, two men in a 
nearby boat helped in the 
rescue of her husband. 


MILLION-DOLLAR CIP—August C. Esenwein, Convair FW Di¬ 
vision manager, (left), congratulates I. L. Shadwick (center) and 
C. C. Crickman on recent million-dollar Cost Improvement Pro¬ 
posal which resulted in use of improved (and cneaper) oxygen 
system on B-36s. 

YF-102 Makes First Flight 
Week Ahead of Schedule 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Angeles was less active this day, 
for it was Saturday, a partial 
holiday. Out on the vast dry lake 
bed there was almost a Sabbath 
quiet. The approximately 75 
spectators, transported by bus 
and auto from the base proper 
to a point of vantage along the 
runway, gave the impression of 
a desert “safari.” 

Meanwhile, some distance away 
at the head of the runway, the 
YF-102 already had been towed 
to position. Convair mechanics set 
up engine starting equipment and 
gave the ship the final benefits 
of their skill. (Like the last dabs 
of makeup before a ballerina goes 
on stage!) 

The jet chase planes lined up. 

Phil Prophett, manager of F- 
102 test operations, was there 
with the plane. So was E. D. 
(Sam) Shannon, SD’s chief of ex¬ 
perimental flight, solemn and 
serious as always. Perhaps he 
was remembering another day on 
those same sands when the XF-92, 
world’s first delta wing plane, 
made its first flight (Sept. 18, 
1948). And Bill Martin, SD’s 
chief engineering test pilot, was 
present, too. He was aboard a 
communications jeep which help¬ 
ed coordinate contact between the 
YF-102, the chase planes, the 
flight tower and walkie-talkies 
spotted along the runway to give 
further visual aid to the pilot. 

. Once Johnson was in the cock¬ 
pit and the canopy lowered, the 
radio communication was checked 
out and there was a series of 
“rogers” as planes and stations 
reported readiness. Then came 
the big moment. In matter of 
fact tones Johnson’s voic.e came 
over the air: 

“I am firing up now. . . . Re¬ 
move the ground lines. ... I 
am moving to the right for take¬ 
off. ... I am ready to roll. ...” 

The F-86 chase plane (piloted 
by the Air Force crack airman, 
Maj. Charles Yeager, was already 
in the air at this point. Then the 

CIPs and ESs 
Over Target 

Both Employee Suggestions 
turned in by hourly employees 
at Convair Fort Worth and Cost 
Improvement Proposals made by 
supervision are running well over 
their quotas for 1953 as the fiscal 
year approaches its close Nov. 30. 

As of the end of September, 
15 departments had topped their 
Employee Suggestion quotas, 
while 12 had gone over their CIP 
goals. 

“With a month to go,” com¬ 
mented Roy Crabtree, Employee 
Suggestion assistant supervisor, 
“we’re $1,369,000 ahead of the 
game.” 

ESP quota for the year was 
$239,835. Savings on CIP’s were 
$3,362,548. That makes a grand 
total of $3,602,383 already being 
saved through these suggestions. 

In addition, numerous other 
suggestions and proposals have 
not yet been installed. When in¬ 
stalled, the figures will go even 
higher. 


YF-102 began its run. The two 
T-33 chase planes fell in on either 
side of Johnson’s dust trail, about 
a half mile behind him. 

The radios were silent for those 
seconds. The YF-102 was in the 
air and Edwards AFB was falling 
away below. Yeager quickly 
moved his F-86 into position. 
Maj. J. Slade Nash, USAF (wide¬ 
ly known AF pilot and former 
holder of the world speed record), 
who was piloting one of the T- 
33s, moved into formation. So did 
Convair Pilot M. C. Terry, at the 
controls of the other T-33. With 
the latter was Convair Camera¬ 
man Bill Carter. 

The YF-102 was scarcely back 
to earth again before an Air 
Force press release was being 
flashed across the country an¬ 
nouncing the first flight of “the 
nation’s first delta wing, super¬ 
sonic, all-weather fighter.” 

The AF release described the 
102 as “the latest AF plane de¬ 
signed for air defense of the U. S. 
It incorporates significant im¬ 
provements in electronics and 
armament to make possible all- 
weather, round the clock intercep¬ 
tion of enemy bombers.” 

For the YF-102 that first flight 
was only the beginning. It was 
hardly back in the hangar that 
night before mechanics were 
readying it to go again. 


A new way to play a 4,000- 
year-old game — checkers — is 
being given a test run at Convair 
FW Division this week. 

It’s still checkers, but in “Four- 
play Checkers” as many as four 
persons play—either as individual 
contestants or as two teams of 
two each. 

So enthusiastic are six Convair 
employees over the idea that 
they’ve formed a corporation and 
hope to market the “Fourplay” 
boards for the game. The em¬ 
ployees are: 

M. J. Puma, Dept. 28; S. Maszy, 
Dept. 28; W. L. Bierwirth, Dept. 
28; M. F. Barber, Dept. 6; L. 
Casteel, Dept. 27, and R. E. 
Robinson, Dept. 22. 

The game is basically like regu¬ 
lar checkers. 


The rescuers took the 
Strains to a nearby fishing 
camp for coffee and warm 
clothes. 

“In the excitement, I guess 
we just forgot names or didn’t 
even mention them. Then I saw 
a story in the papers that Mrs. 
Strain wanted to find out my 
name,” he said. 

“My wife called her and she 
certainly was appreciative. I 
didn’t even think too much 
about it at the time. Maybe 
that’s because I have had 
worse experiences as a life 
guard.” 

When the Fort Worth Safety 
Council heard of Adams’ hero¬ 
ism, they conferred with Fred 
Temple, Convair FW safety 
supervisor, to recommend 
Adams for the Carnegie 
Award. 

Landing Gear Change 
Ups Payload of B-36 

(Continued from Page 1) 
generated by the plane’s 10 en¬ 
gines permit the use of higher 
bomb loads. The first B-36 boast¬ 
ed a total of 18,000 horsepower 
in six reciprocating engines. The 
six piston engines, plus four jet 
engines, now give the plane the 
equivalent of approximately 
42,000 horsepower. 

They also pointed out that so 
far as the basic airframe itself 
is concerned (the wing, fuselage 
and so on), the big ships can 
carry even heavier loads when en¬ 
gines and landing gear permit. 

Work on the landing gear is 
being performed by moderniza¬ 
tion department crews, while gas 
tank work is handled by crews of 
Dept. 48 (fuel and oil tank seal¬ 
ing). 


“The objective is to garner as 
many of your opponent’s men as 
quickly as possible,” explained 
Puma, “and still keep a position 
so you can be the last man alive 
on the board.” 

The board is square with four 
protrusions called bases. The 
squared off center is called the 
field. In fourplay, each player 
has six checkers of one color. 

“We hope Fourplay and Dubl- 
Chekrs will supply the social 
angle to- checkers that is lacking 
in two-man play,” said Puma, 
“more or less as gin and canasta 
did for rummy.” 

Puma maintained that nc study 
is necessary to play the new-style 
checker game. 

“IPs simple,” he said. “Anyone 
who can play checkers can play 
Fourplay.” 


INNOVATION—New type checker game is illustrated here by 
four of the six Convair FW emp'oyees who hold rights to it. They 
are (left to right), R. E. Robinson, M. J. Puma, Frances Barber and 
L. F. Casteel. 


Checker Addicts at Convair FW 
Invent a Way For Four to Play 
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LOFTY PERCH—High on the roof of engineering test lab at 
Convair FW is seven-foot model of B-36 used for antenna testing. 
I. J. Theriot examines new-type tail section housing antennas. 


Visitors From Other Lands Find 
Friendly Greeting at Convair 



DELTA FOR PERU—SD Divi¬ 


sion Manager B. c . Coggan pre¬ 
sents Convair "airplane" to son 
of president of Peru. 


Convair at both San Diego and 
Fort Worth Divisions recently 
made new contributions to inter¬ 
national good will. 

At FW the Convair plant was 
visited by journalists from North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 
countries and a number of them 
were entertained in homes of 
Convair FW Management Club 
members. 

At SD Convair was host to 37 
Latin-American boys ranging in 
age from 13 to 16, touring the 
United States as guests of Pan 
American-Grace Airways. They 
included representatives from 
seven different countries. Each 
visitor took a Convair “airplane” 
home with him, a model of the 
delta wing XF-92. 

One of the youths was Manual 
Odua Delgado, son of Gen. Manual 
A. Odria, president of Peru. 



GETTING TOGETHER—Pictured in the home of S. J. Middleton, 
Convair FW Management Club member, (left), are three guests 
for dinner: Messrs. Breugnot, from Algeria; Charles Sedgewick, of 
the U. S. Department of State; Felsenstein, of France. FW Man¬ 
agement Club members were hosts in their homes recently to 18 
NATO-country journalists visiting, FW. 


Supplements Drawn up to Bring First Aid 
Textbooks in Civil Defense up to,Date 


Supplements to the American 
Red Cross first aid textbooks is¬ 
sued more than 850 Convair San 
Diego employees are being readied 
for delivery this week through 
Civil Defense zone lieutenants. 

Latest information issued by 
the Red Cross on use of tourni¬ 
quets and artificial respiration 
and other material of great im¬ 
portance to men and women 
trained in first aid is contained 
in the supplement, according to 
Loren Howard, Convair SD Civil 
Defense coordinator. 


“These changes have been 
brought about by extensive study 
made of injuries during and after 
World War II and in Korea and 
replace previous treatments 
taught first aid workers,” Howard 
said. “It is vitally important that 
those trained in first aid become 
acquainted with the methods.” 

Civil Defense zone lieutenants 
will issue the supplements to all 
first aid-trained workers. 

“Any one who doesn’t receive 
a supplement within a reasonable 
length of time should check with 
his zone captain,” Howard says. 



AT THE CONTROLS—E. E. Murphy mans controls that trans¬ 
mit radio waves to set in tail of model B-36, testing effectiveness 
of system. Model can be seen through window. 


Seven-Foot Model of B-36 
Helps Engineers at FW 
Improve Antenna Design 


New Dollies 
Designed For 
B-36 Engines 

Though they can’t replace the 
enlisted man, “dollies” made at 
Convair FW Division are going 
in ever-increasing numbers to the 
assistance of the U. S. Air Force. 

The dollies, more properly en¬ 
gine nacelle carriers, are welded 
steel frames designed specifically 
to enable the Air Force to ship 
reciprocating engines for B-36s 
with as little fuss and effort as 
possible. 

Practically all major overhaul¬ 
ing for such engines is now cen¬ 
tralized by the AF at San An¬ 
tonio, Tex., which means the en¬ 
gines must be shipped from the 
various B-36 bases around the 
nation to San Antonio, then ship¬ 
ped back. The AF wanted a car¬ 
rier which could handle the en¬ 
gine easily, quickly and which 
could be flown in cargo aircraft 
without crating. 

The dollies being made now by 
tooling, Dept. 31 at FW and other 
production departments are the 
answer. 


Though experience in mountain climbing isn’t a re¬ 
quirement for the job, it probably would help E. E. Mur¬ 
phy of engineering test lab at Convair FW with the job 
he does most days. 


For when a test is going on in 
the new antenna research lab, 
Murphy has to climb 100-odd 
steps to get to his perch 60 feet 
in the air atop the engineering 
test building. 

Even though the climb is stiff, 
Murphy and Felix Quirino, test 
group engineer, think it’s worth 
it, for the tests save Convair 
thousands of dollars and hours. 

One of the most outstanding 
examples of this were tests which 
resulted in installation of anten¬ 
nas inside B-36s rather than out¬ 
side. 

On earlier B-36s, radio antennas 
were placed on the outside of 
the plane extending from the tip 
of the tail to the nose. Not only 
was the antenna subject to me¬ 
chanical damage, but it resulted 
in drag that could not be toler¬ 
ated. 

An antenna, of course, wouldn’t 
work inside the aluminum alloy 
used as the skin on the rudder— 
so a plastic was developed to 
serve as the skin on a certain 
area. The plastic proved adequate, 
but many additional tests were 
necessary to work out other de¬ 
sign characteristics. 

Because the performance of an 
antenna must be known before it 
can be accepted for use on pro¬ 
duction airplanes, testing with a 
seven-foot B-36 model atop the 
lab building proved invaluable. 

“With a model, we can con¬ 


He’// be 13 on 13th 

James Muir Orvik, son of 
W. R. Orvik, assistant foreman 
in Dept. 406 at San Diego, will 
set some kind of record in coin¬ 
cidence this month. On Friday 
the 13th of November Orvik 
will be 13 years old. 


New Aide Appointed 

Larry M. Hayes was named 
administrative assistant last week 
to L. L. Turner, special assistant 
to the division manager at Con¬ 
vair FW. Hayes formerly was 
with the North Texas Defense 
Blood Center in Fort Worth 
which closed recently. He suc¬ 
ceeds Dick Gorton, who left re¬ 
cently to publish a weekly news¬ 
paper in Pennsylvania. 


struct an experimental antenna 
and then put it through a series 
of simulated flight tests,” Quirino 
said. “It is faster and far less 
expensive than experimenting 
with a full size airplane.” 

Design studies are under the 
direction of Milton Gerstine, se¬ 
nior design engineer. I. J. The¬ 
riot, senior test engineer, heads 
the operation of test equpiment. 


The Convair FW fire depart¬ 
ment’s newest piece of equipment 
is a mighty mite ready for almost 
anything in the way of fires. 

It’s a brand spanking new jeep 
especially equipped by the Ansul 
Chemical Co. with three different 
fire-fighting agents for use in 
quickly getting different types of 
fires under control. 

Its principal use, however, ac¬ 
cording to Fire Chief C. H. Jones, 
is for fighting magnesium fires. 
Magnesium, as most people know, 
becomes almost explosive if water 
is poured upon it when aflame. 

The mighty mite carries 150 
pounds of a new chemical pow¬ 
der known as “Met-L-X.” The 
powder, sprayed from two 150- 


The engines go into the dollies 
and are fastened with four bolts 
in the same fashion they are hung 
on B-36s. As an additional pre¬ 
caution, they also are supported 
with an attachment on the pro¬ 
peller gear housing. 

On wheels built into the car¬ 
riers, the engine is then towed 
directly into the airplane which 
will carry it. Then, by means of 
a hydraulic jack also built into 
the carrier, it is lowered to rest 
firmly and solidly on the plane’s 
floor. 


foot hoses on the truck, quickly 
snuffs a magnesium fire. It is 
propelled by nitrogen under 40 to 
50 pounds pressure. 

The trlick is stationed at Sta. 2 
by the traffic department garage 
and near the south end of the 
assembly building since that is 
the location of FW division’s ma¬ 
chine* shop. 

The new truck also carries a 
special chemical powder designed 
to snuff burning gasoline, oil, 
paint, alcohol, etc. 

Lastly, it also carries plain old- 
fashioned unadulterated water. 

“That’s still best,” says Jones, 
“when it comes to fighting ordi¬ 
nary fires of wood, paper and 
such.” 



SHIPPING STANDS—New type engine nacelle shipping stands 
developed by service engineers at Convair FW especially for air 
freight are proving their merit to the Air Force. Here, A. H. 
Beasley and O. E. Meek adjust levers. 

Latest Piece of Fire Equipment at Convair FW 
Is 'Mighty Mite Jeep' For Magnesium Blazes 



HOT JOB—Capt. T. W. Atteberry of Convair FW fire department gives first demonstration 
of new Ansul-equipped jeep bearing chemical which quickly snuffs out one of the most difficult 
fires to fight—a magnesium fire. Doused with water, fire would be almost explosive. 
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Home Grown Music 






Student of 'Foot Tapping' Jazz 
Conducts Own SD Radio Program 


“As American as jazz” might 
mean baseball to some folks, may¬ 
be hot dogs to others or even the 
telephone to some, but to Convair 
San Diego's A. E. “Andy” Ander¬ 
son (Dept. 6) it means just that: 
jazz music. 

Not symphonies, chamber music 
or operas (he says he can't under¬ 
stand “long-hair”) nor hill billy 
or silly little ditties (he can't 
tolerate them) but real American 
jazz or “foot tapping” music as 
he calls it. 

“There's nothing more Ameri¬ 
can th&n jazz,” he claims. “You 
can trace most of your arts 
(decoration, fashions, music, archi¬ 
tecture) to some foreign source, 
but not jazz. It's strict^ home 
grown.” 

Anderson has spent more than 
15 years compiling data to back 
his claims. He has more than a 
thousand jazz records, numerous 
books on its history and origin, 
as well as an extensive personal 
knowledge. He recently put this 
knowledge to work on a part-time 
basis with a 30-minute radio pro¬ 
gram on Saturday afternoons on 
Radio Station KFMB, San Diego, 
called “Jazz Informal.” 

Three years as an announcer 
for the Armed Forces Radio Serv¬ 
ice as a member of a Navy Con¬ 
struction Battalion (he says he 
was too small to operate a trac¬ 
tor, so they made an announcer 
of him) gave him the extra train¬ 
ing he needed to start the pro¬ 
gram. 

“Having no sponsor, there are 
no commercials to break into the 
program,” he said. “I play rec¬ 
ords from my collection and talk 
a little about jazz and its history. 
It takes about eight hours to 
work up a program even though 
I talk only about 12 of the 30 
minutes.” 

As a high school drummer, An¬ 
derson became interested in jazz 
and started his record and infor¬ 
mation collection. He reads every¬ 
thing he can find on the subject 
and has made several trips to 
the “Mecca” of jazz—New Or¬ 
leans—to talk with authorities on 
the subject. He is a correspond¬ 


ing member of the New Orleans 
Jazz Club, an organization de¬ 
voted to jazz with members 
throughout the world. 

“People sometimes have the 
mistaken idea that jazz is a lot of 
noise with sliding trombones and 
blaring trumpets, but it's not,” he 
says. “Rather, it's a pulsating 
beat that makes you want to move 
your feet.” 

Anderson traces jazz back to 
the American Negro who used it 
to express sorrows and joys. 
White people made fun of it 
with Negro minstrels but later 
recognized it for what it was— 
a new kind of music. Ragtime, 
swing and be-bop grew from jazz 
and originated with the slower 
movements of jazz. 

“Jazz is coming back fast,” An¬ 
derson declared. “Every day you 
hear more tunes based on real 
jazz than in the past. Jazz musi¬ 
cians, who have never deviated 
from the original, are emerging 
from their small followings and 
becoming more popular each day. 
I hope to be able to help some 
people know the background of 
jazz and how to enjoy it better.” 




Hit 

JAZZ TALK—A. E. Anderson, 
Dept. 6 SD, who discusses that 
southern product, jazz, over radio. 


Mellow Convair SD Voices Win Way 
To Finals of Barber Shop Contest 


If occasional “mellow notes” 
are heard floating around Convair 
San Diego during the next week 
or so, chances are, it's merely one 
or more members of the San 
Diego Chapter, S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A., 
practicing for an important date 
this month. 

Convair voices make up a good 
portion of the chorus of the local 
chapter of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barber Shop Quartet Singing 
in America which will be compet¬ 
ing in the finals of the far west¬ 
ern district chorus competition 
Nov. 14 at Pasadena. 

The San Diego singers earned 
a right to enter the contest by 
winning first place over a nine- 
chorus field in the preliminaries 
of the district event Oct. 18 at 
Riverside's Municipal Auditorium. 
They were awarded an engraved 
plaque for their efforts. 

The winner of the Nov. 14 event 


against top groups from Nevada, 
Utah, Arizona and California will 
gain a place in the international 
contest tentatively scheduled for 
early 1954, according to Bob Ries 
(SD photographic laboratory), a 
member of the chorus. 

Other Convair voices who com¬ 
peted were: John Mulvey, Jack 
Murray, Dave Gilbert, Hap Jen¬ 
sen, Bud Manning, Bill Larson, 
Art Younghusband, Bob Woods 
and William Moseman. Jack 
White, John Redelings and John 
Dodge also are members of the 
chorus. 

“Our organization is open to all 
men who like to sing,” Ries said. 
“We invite anyone to take part 
regardless of previous musical 
training.” 

The San Diego Chapter meets 
at 8 every Monday night at the 
Southwest Artist Association 
Building, Spanish Village, Bal¬ 
boa Park. 


“From Hemet to Sunland, from 
Long Beach to Rialto, wherever 
the highways go. ...” 

That is a fairly accurate de 
scription of where Convair Po¬ 
mona people live, a check revealed 
last week. While a large majority 
of employees live in Pomona and 
surrounding communities, others 
live in an area which embraces 
all of the greater Los Angeles 
area and extends out into four 
other counties. 

Although the information 
which the check was based was 
neither complete nor up to the 
minute, it was determined that 
Convair people. are living in ap 
proximately 80 towns and cities 
in Los Angeles, San Bernardino, 
Orange and Riverside Counties. 
Approximately 50 employees still 
list San Diego as their permanent 
address, and presumably live in 
Pomona during the week and visit 
their families on weekends 

Excluding San Diego, the area 
in which employees are living 
covers approximately 4,000 square 
miles. They live as far west as 
Santa Monica, Beverly Hills and 
Long Beach, as far east as Ban¬ 
ning and Beaumont, as far south 
as Elsinore and Hemet, and as 
far north as Sunland, La Cres 
centa and Camp Baldy. 

Some employees prefer living 
near the ocean, others live on the 
desert. Most of them have their 
homes in valleys, but a few live 
in the foothills and the mountains. 
Four live in Cucamonga. 


FAR AFIELD—This map gives some idea of how far flung are Pomona Division folk. Division 
has people living in all towns listed. 

Homes of Pomona 
Folk Scattered 


Glamorous Convair Grandmother 
Defies Effect of Passing Years 


Youth has no monopoly on the 
beauty market and there's living 
proof of it in Convair San Diego's 
inspection department. 

She's Florence Kuykendall who 
last month advanced to the semi¬ 
finals of a contest to select 
Southern California's “shapliest 
grandma” in conjunction with a 
nation-wide contest to select 
“Grandma America.” 

Had she not been disqualified 
on a technicality (she forgot to 
on bring a bathing suit to the con¬ 
test), she might have been named 
to enter the finals. A berth in the 
semi-finals meant she was one of 


DOWN BY THE . . . Convair members of barber shop chorus 
blend their voices with those minor chords. . . . 


Students Sought For 
Course in Writing 

Special courses in writing im¬ 
provement are being planned by 
the Training section for any Con¬ 
vair San Diego employee inter¬ 
ested. 

Taught by Jack O'Neill, the 
sessions are designed to improve 
business writing and are not the 
usual grammer and literature ses¬ 
sions. The course will cover 10 
hours of instruction and will cost 
$15 per student. 

Tentative plans call for two 
class sessions, one to meet from 
4 to 6 p.m. and the other to con¬ 
vene from 7 until 9 p.m. Classes 
will be formed to meet the de¬ 
mand. 

Further information is available 
by calling ext. 560, Plant 1, SD. 

Electric Engineers 
Elect Two From FW 

Two Convair FW employees 
have been named to posts in the 
American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, Fort Worth Section. 

Fred McCarthy, Dept. 6-4, was 
elected membership chairman, and 
Wayne Donovan, Dept. 6-4, act¬ 
ing publicity chairman. 

Members will meet in the engi¬ 
neering building at Arlington 
State College tonight (Nov. 4) to 
hear a talk by a representative of 
the Weston Electrical Instrument 
Corp. 


CURVES—Just because she's 
grandmother is no reason to 
shelve Florence Kuykendall of 
Convair SD for lack of appeal. 


70 picked from 700 entries. 

“But wait until next year,” she 
said. 

Although she isn't Convair SD's 
youngest grandmother (Con- 
vairiety, Jan. 28, 1953), Mrs. Kuy¬ 
kendall has three living grand¬ 
children and is expecting another 
almost any day. (A fourth grand¬ 
child died in infancy.) 

The San Diego blonde has 
never entered a beauty contest 
but is no stranger to admiring 
glances after a modeling career 
in Detroit, Seattle and San Diego 
before settling down to raise a 
boy (now in the Air Force) and a 
girl who is the mother of all of 
her grandchildren. 

Asked if she thought becoming 
a grandmother was a sign a 
woman was beyond the age of 
glamour, Mrs. Kuykendall re¬ 
marked : 

“Certainly not! Any woman 
who uses the proper make-up, 
watches her dress and diet, uses 
correct posture and walks correct¬ 
ly, can remain attractive for any 
number of years. Remember Mar¬ 
lene Dietrich!” 

To which her husband Charles, 
also a Dept. 28 employee, added: 

“Florence doesn't look much 
older now than she did the day 
we were married.” 


Tired Tire Returns 
To FW, Then Blooey! 

It never fails! 

Bert Watson, Convair FW em¬ 
ployee in Dept. 48, traveled about 
5,000 miles on his vacation re¬ 
cently without mishap. He drove 
through Wyoming, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, and points west, 
then returned to Fort Worth with 
not even a flat. 

His first day back at work he 
had a blowout—right in the mid¬ 
dle of Convair shift-change traf¬ 
fic. 


FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH?—Glamorous grandmother at SD paui 
es to enjoy cup of coffee with husband, Charles Kuykendall of Dep 
28. She is former model. 
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Pot Scrubber Will be Product 
Of Jr. Achievement Firm in '54 


Ex-Movie Actor to Head 
Cast For 'Liliom' at SD 


“If you build a better mouse 
trap” ... so the saying goes . . . 
“the world will beat a path to 
your door.” 

Members of the Buff-A-Glow 
Co. aren’t interested in trapping 
mice or having the world crowd 
their door step. They only want 
to produce a pot scrubber that 
San Diegans will buy once it is 
placed on the market. 

Buff-A-Glow is a Junior 
Achievement concern, sponsored 
by the Convair SD Management 
Club and operated similarly to the 
Sa-Di-No-Co firm which built 
flower baskets last year. Fifteen 


Sa-Di-No-Co Stock 
Gets to Wall Street 

Even Wall Street showed an 
interest in Sa-Di-No-Co, the 
Junior Achievement firm oper¬ 
ated last year under sponsor¬ 
ship of the SD Management 
Club. 

When a liquidating payment 
was made to Sa-Di-No-Co 
stockholders, one stockholder 
couldn’t be located. The Junior 
Achievement office in San 
Diego kept his money on hand 
until a letter was received last 
month from a Wall Street in¬ 
vestment brokei stating the 
stock had been turned over to 
them to be redeemed. 

The broker received his 
client’s original investment 
price ($2.50 for the maximum 
five shares of stock) plus a 
dividend of 15 cents (three 
cents per share)! 


They didn’t grow up to become 
swans, but otherwise bantam 
cockerels owned by Kenny Walsh 
(12-year-old son of Kenneth 
Walsh, Sr., Dept. 6 at Convair 
Pomona) have biographies which 
closely parallel the fable of the 
Ugly Duckling. 

The bantams (there were three 
of them until one died last month) 
were hatched by a duck. Despite 
their unusual upbringing, in Sep¬ 
tember they swept the field to 
win first, second and third prizes 
for Mille Fluer Bearded bantam 
cockerels at the Los Angeles 
County Fair—proving that they 
were beautiful, at least, to fanciers 
of ornamental bantams. 

“People who have difficulty in 
adjusting to the complexities of 
modern life should take a few 
lessons from these birds,” said 
Kenneth Senior. “Just imagine 
the frustration to which they were 
exposed by having a duck for a 
mother! 

“But so far they seem to have 
remained rather well balanced 
chickens,” he added. 

The bantams were given to 
Kenny several months ago, when 


Hazel Wolfe Weds 
Tom Wills at SD 

T. W. Wills of industrial rela¬ 
tions at Convair SD, and the 
former Hazel Wolfe, General 
Office patent department, were 
married in a quiet ceremony Oct. 
11 in the Mission Inn at River¬ 
side, Calif. 

Upon their return to San Diego 
from a wedding trip that took 
them to San Francisco, they 
moved into their new home at 
3375 Ullman Street, Point Loma. 

It's a Baby Boy for 
Connie MacSave-it 

Hoot Mon! It’s a boy for 
Convair San Diego’s “Scotch 
Torch Bearer” Connie MacSave- 
It. 

This is not an offspring of 
the cost reduction program but 
a real, live, honest-to-goodness 
baby boy born Oct. 25 to John 
and Rita (alias Miss MacSave- 
It) Northcote. She’s formerly 
of Dept. 21. 

Steven Wayne is the first 
child of the Northcote’s and tip¬ 
ped the scales at 6 lbs. 14 ozs. 
on arrival. 


high school age students “work” 
for the company with Manage¬ 
ment Club members as advisors. 

Chief advisor is John Lockwood. 
Don Glasser is sales advisor and 
Fred Baebler quality control ad¬ 
visor. 

“The company appears to be 
well on its way, though we have 
been operating only about a 
month,” Lockwood said. “We ad¬ 
visors are strictly ‘on call,’ for 
the youngsters do all the work, 
elect their own officers, produc¬ 
tion workers and sales force, and 
turn to us only when they are 
stumped.” 

Capitalized at $125 (by vote of 
the members), Buff-A-Glow raised 
operating capital by selling stock 
at 50 cents per share. Stock will 
be redeemed when the company is 
liquidated in May. Profits, if any, 
are paid out then in the form of 
dividends. 

Product of the 15 youngsters 
taking part in the program is a 
small kitchen utensil made of 
metal and plastic for cleaning 
pots and pans. It will sell for 
approximately 50 cents and will 
be marketed by the company’s 
sales force on a house-to-house 
basis, Glasser said. 

“Our purpose is to help indoc¬ 
trinate the students in the prin¬ 
ciples of free enterprise,” Lock- 
wood says. “This is not a social 
club but an organization where 
they learn how to operate a small 
industry by actually running it. 
They purchase raw materials, pay 
all bills and salaries to the work¬ 
ers, turn out a finished product 
and then sell it.” 


they were only a few weeks old, 
by friends of the family. Kenny 
(and his mother and father) im¬ 
mediately made pets of them, and 
about a month before the fair 
opened he decided to enter them. 

“Then we had to find out what 
breed of bantams they were, so 
we could enter them in the proper 
class. Believe me, that took some 
doing,” Walsh said. “I started 
asking around, and I soon dis¬ 
covered there were more varieties 
of bantams than I had ever 
dreamed. I finally discovered the 
right answer at the public li¬ 
brary.” 

Soon after the fair all three 
birds became seriously ill with a 
respiratory disease and only two 
of them recovered. 

Kenny is planning to buy some 
pullets or hens and raise a few 
bantams, but the birds are so 
rare, at least in the Pomona area, 
that he hasn’t been able to find 
any f6r sale. He is also planning 
to enter his two remaining 
chickens in next year’s fair. 

The chickens aren’t Kenny’s 
only hobby. He plays junior high 
school football, has a stamp col¬ 
lection, and the family garage is 
devoted almost exclusively to his 
extensive model railroad layout. 
But the bantams are his favorites. 

“The whole family has an inter¬ 
est in the birds,” Walsh said. 
“Even our dog has helped guard 
them.” 



BEARDED BANTAMS —Ken¬ 
neth Walsh Jr. and his winning 
bantams, Pat and Mike. 


Connie's Cost 
Quiz 



Miss Connie Mac Save-it, Con¬ 
vair San Diego's Scots lassie who 
symbolizes economy in materials 
and efficiency in operations, 
came up with a few questions 
this week that maybe you can 
answer, and maybe you can't. 
Score 25 points for every right 
one. A score of zero is lousy: 25 
is inferior; 50 is fair: 75 is super¬ 
ior; 100 is fantastic and means 
you work in the Cost Reduction 
section. [Correct answers are at 
the end of the quiz.) 

★ ★ ★ 

1. How much is saved per 
month at Convair SD by rework¬ 
ing used paint brushes? $840? 
$1,320? $1,960? 

2. How many pounds of rivets 
were issued to the shop at Con¬ 
vair SD during last year ? 88,000 ? 
203,000? 321,000? 

3. What does the SD Division 
spend annually for paper towels ? 
$25,000? $39,500? $42,700? 

4. What amount is saved 
monthly by resharpening our own 
drills at Convair SD? $3,960? 
$5,622? $10,750? 

* * * 
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SD Man Foils 
Store Stickup 

If it hadn’t been for Orval L. 
Horton, Dept. 28-5 at San Diego, 
police might still be looking for 
two suspects in a liquor store 
stickup recently. 

Horton was driving down Kett- 
ner to his second shift job shortly 
before 4 p.m. Oct. 21 when he 
noticed two youths dash from the 
liquor store, followed by the pro¬ 
prietor shouting for help. Horton 
trailed the youths in his car, saw 
them duck into an alley, then 
circled the block to intercept 
them. 

“I knocked the first one down 
and was going to take on the 
second when he pulled a gun on 
me,” Horton related. “It was a 
cannon!” 

His better judgment overcame 
his ardor and Horton stepped 
aside. Both youths continued 
their flight, but Horton still fol¬ 
lowed and watched them enter a 
laundry. A few minutes later he 
directed police to the hiding place 
where they were captured, 

“I don’t know exactly why I 
tackled them. Just didn’t want to 
see them get away with it, I 
guess.” 

Horton, a Navy veteran of four 
years in the Pacific, has been 
with Convair seven years. 

Tool Engineers to 
Hear Rohr Speaker 

C. L. Ailing, official tooling 
methods instructor - analyst at 
Rohr Aircraft, will be the tech¬ 
nical speaker at the Nov. 9 meet¬ 
ing of the San Diego Chapter, 
American Society of Tool Engi¬ 
neers. The meeting is set for 7 
p.m. at the El Morrocco Club. 

Ailing will speak on “Optical 
Tooling” and will be presented 
by Don Crayton, Convair SD 
optical tool engineer. 

Reservations may be made at 
Convair by calling C. F. Boyle, 
ext. 1536 and W. M. Keller, ext. 
479, Plant 1, or A. E. Crom, ext. 
267, and E. Stelmach, ext. 371, 
Plant 2. 


When the curtain rises this 
month on the first CRA Drama 
Club attempt at San Diego, the 
cast will be playing for fun. 

But it wasn’t always so for the 
leading man. Time was when Joe 
Terramarga made his living under 
the Kleig lights of Hollywood. 

Terramarga, who has more pro¬ 
fessional experience than any 
other in the cast of “Liliom,” 
which opens Nov. 18 for a three- 
night stand at Roosevelt audi¬ 
torium, got his first real Holly¬ 
wood break from Mae Murray! 

Remember her? A great star 
of the silent film days. Miss 
Murray’s word still is respected 
in the film capital and it was a 
break for Terramarga when she 
was impressed by the way he act¬ 
ed a stage role. That earned him 
a letter recommending him to 
Republic Studios. 

“After that it was easier,” he 
recalled. 

The break led to a feature 
role in “Golden Boy,” probably 
the high point of Terramarga’s 
Hollywood career which saw him 
appear in pictures and on the 
stage with such names as John 
Garfield, Eddie Robinson, Tony 
Curtis, Mae Clark, William 
Holden and many others. 

Under the film name of Michael 
Ferro, he worked over four years 
ir. Hollywood for Republic, Mono¬ 
gram, Universal and Paramount 
Studios, playing a variety of 
roles. 

Prior to his time in Hollywood, 
Terramarga appeared in several 
productions of the Old Globe 
Theater Players in San Diego and 
in little theater shows in St. 
Louis. Also during this time he 
worked at Convair SD from 1940 
until 1944. 

A World War II paratrooper, 
Terramarga saw action in the 
now famous Battle of Bastogne 
before returning to civilian life 
and enrolling in the Ben Bard 
theatrical school in Beverly Hills. 
With this group he appeared in 
many screen, stage and television 
rol^s including castings as one of 
the original members of the 
Hollywood Mystery Theater 
troupe, one of the first TV fea¬ 
tures. 

Terramarga still cherishes his 
card in the Screen Actors Guild. 

The actor and his wife, also a 
veteran movie performer, decided 
to give up their careers in 1951 
to devote more time to raising 
their three boys. He returned to 


Manufacturing control depart¬ 
ments at Convair SD will hold 
their annual fall dance Nov. 28 
at Balboa Park Club to the music 
of Rudy Moreno, and his orches¬ 
tra. 

Dancing will be from 9 ’til 2 
and door prizes with a total value 
of $500 will be handed out be¬ 
tween dancing sessions, according 
to John Ruzich, chairman for ar¬ 
rangements. 

“Because of space limitations, 
we will limit ticket sales to 500 
couples,” Ruzich says. “They will 


San Diego late that year and to 
Convair in 1952. 

His appearance in “Liliom” will 
be his first since 1951. He is 
thinking of trying-out for Old 
Globe productions in the future 
but admits spending time with his 
family means more to him now 
than either stage or screen. 


ri 


L J 



IN THE CAST — Top photo 
shows ex-professional Joe Terra¬ 
marga who will star in first CRA 
play at San Diego. Below is 
Ethel Morris, member of support¬ 
ing cast. 



be offered on a first-come, first- 
served basis and we urge anyone 
planning to attend to get a ticket 
early.” 

Tickets went on sale this week 
through supervisors at both 
plants. Additional tickets are 
available by calling Dorothy 
Ponze, ext. 391, first shift, or 
Nickie Prince, ext. 1652, second 
shift, both of Plant 1. 

Assisting Ruzich in planning 
the dance are A1 Martinez, Harry 
Brown, Jack Erpenbeck and 
Prince. 



SINGING DAUGHTERS—Gay, 16, Bonnie, 13, and Linda, 15, 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Washburn [he is in Dept. 355 at 
SD), sing as prettily as they look. Girls recently won over 28 other 
acts in San Diego TV talent contest and this week will compete in 
Hollywood TV competition with $1,000 scholarship as objective. 
Mrs. Washburn, a wartime Convair SD inspector, writes words and 
music to all their numbers! 


Ugly Duckling Fable Reversed; 
Duck-Raised Banties Win Show 


Mfg. Control Depts. at Convair SD Choose 
Nov. 28 as Date For Annual Autumn Dance 
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WINNER AND STILL CHAMPEEN—Dickie Heist has more than 
twice as many trophies as he is years old—and they still keep coming 
in. He's the son of R. J. Heist, CRA model airplane commissioner. 


Convair Son Wins 37 Model 
Airplane Trophies in Two Years 

In only two years of national competition, young Dickie 
Heist has piled up a record of 37 trophies won by his model 
airplanes. 

The 15-year old son of R. J. Heist, CRA model airplane 
commissioner, most recently added a giant southwest junior 


championship to the ever-growing 
collection. 

During the event in Dallas, 
in which he tied with a boy from 
Louisiana, he won the Southwest 
Junior championship in combat; 
third place in control line D- 
speed; third place in team racing 
with his father; and second places 
in one-half free flight and C free 
flight. 

Only this summer, Dickie and 
a group of Convair model air¬ 
plane enthusiasts came home 
from the national model airplane 
meet in Willow Grove, Pa. quite 
victorious. 

Dickie not only appeared on 
television and over the radio in 
Philadelphia, but returned home 
with two national trophies. 

The ninth grade student at C. 
F. Brewer High School in White 
Settlement has planes varying in 
size from a six-foot wing spread 


Second place winner was Vern 
Boyer, Dept. 6-4, who won a sand¬ 
wich grill and waffle iron. 

Third and fourth place winners, 
A. E. Brown and C. M. Staley, 
won electric bean pots. Both are 
Dept. 63 employees. 

J. E. Pair, CRA checker com¬ 
missioner, reported that approxi¬ 
mately 80 people participated in 
the tournament. Final flights 
were held Oct. 10 and 17 at the 
CRA Center. 


to an eight-inch spread. He de¬ 
signs and builds the models him¬ 
self. It usually takes about a 
month to build a plane. 

“My father and I both got in¬ 
terested in it about the same 
time,” Dickie said. “And now we 
spend practically every spare 
minute we have experimenting 
with new models or trying to im¬ 
prove design on existing models.” 

Dickie is a member of the Cow 
Town Sahibs, a control line group, 
and Fort Worth Aeromodel As¬ 
sociation, a radio and free flight 
group. Both he and his father 
are members of the CRA model 
airplane group. 

And what does Dickie want to 
do when he gets out of school? 

You guessed it: he wants to 
be a design engineer, at Convair 
FW—naturally. 


Instruction in Airplane 
Model Building Offered 

Supervised instruction in model 
airplane building is in progress 
starting at 7:30 every Wednesday 
night at the CRA Center.. 

R. J. Heist, CRA model air¬ 
plane commissioner, invited any¬ 
one interested in model airplane 
work to meet with the group to¬ 
night. 


Marie Orrick is 
Shutterbug Star 

Marie Orrick, wife of Stan Or¬ 
rick, CRA camera commissioner, 
was first place winner in the 
monthly sharpshooters contest for 
October. The subject was glass¬ 
ware or crystal ware. 

Second place winner was Joyce 
Hendry, who leads the group in 
total number of points. Mrs. Or¬ 
rick trails Mrs. Hendry's 33 by 
four points. 

Jim Hendry took third place 
in the contest and Miles Rogers 
and Harry Bauman tied for fourth 
place. 

The sharpshooters got their 
start through the efforts of a 
group of camera club members 
interested in improving their 
photographic techniques. 

The group put their heads to¬ 
gether and decided to have six 
monthly contests with subject 
matter determined by a vote of 
the members. 

To make things really difficult, 
each subject involved problems in 
lighting and composition which 
would be little more than rou¬ 
tine work to a professional pho¬ 
tographer. 

Each person submitting a print 
participates in the judging with 
the restriction that he cannot 
vote on his own print. 

Judging is based on subject 
matter restrictions, originality, 
composition and over-all print 
quality. 

The six months of contests will 
end in December. Each month 
all prints are entered in the win¬ 
dow of the Camera Shop after 
judging is completed. 


Cast is Named for 
Next CRA Play 

Everett Morris, director of 
CRA's Wing and Masque forth¬ 
coming production, “Bell, Book 
and Candle”, this week announced 
the play's cast. 

In the role of Gillian Holroyd, 
played by Lilli Palmer in the 
Broadway production, is Jean 
Harrison, wife of Bill Harrison 
in modernization. 

Cast as Shepherd Henderson, 
played by Rex Harrison on Broad¬ 
way, is Clyde Shrell. 

Miss Holroyd, Gillian's aunt, is 
played by Betty Craig and Nicky 
Holroyd is played by Dick Led- 
erer. J. D. Goodman takes the 
role of Sidney Redlitch. 

Backstage, Harry Weimer will 
be technical director and Bob 
Attlesey is stage manager. Vir¬ 
ginia Lederer is in charge of 
props and Rae King will do the 
costuming. Paula Heywood is in 
charge of posters. 

Edith Growald will assist Mor¬ 
ris in the direction of the three- 
act play. 

Performances will be held Nov. 
27 and 28 and Dec. 3, 4, 5, at the 
CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill 
Drive. 

The play is a story of witch¬ 
craft and romance told in sophis¬ 
ticated comedy. 

Wilson is Domino 
Champ at OAL 

J. M. Wilson, of Convair Dain- 
gerfield Division (Ordnance Aero- 
physics Laboratory) Dept. 8, was 
named domino champion at the 
division after the first CRA 
plant-wide tournament held there 
recently. 

Wilson edged out E. G. Betts, 
Dept. 4, by a score of 250-210. 

H. S. Mauldin, CRA domino 
commissioner, presented a Ther- 
master cooler to the first-prize 
winner. 

“We feel we had a very good 
tournament,” Mauldin said. 
“There was a lot of enthusiasm 
created throughout the plant by 
the players.” 

Thirty-two people competed. 

Mauldin said anyone interested 
in playing dominoes should con¬ 
tact him. Dominoes and a few 
tables are still available. 



CHECKER CHAMPS—This quartet won the prizes pictured in 
the recent CRA checker tourney. They are, left to right: Vern Boyer, 
E. J. Luedtke, C. M. Staley and A. E. Brown. 


Engineering Employee Dons FW 
Division Checker King Crown 

E. J. Luedtke, Convair FW Dept. 6-4 employee, was 
crowned checker king after the recent plant-wide CRA 
checker tournament. His first-place prizes were a three- 
speed record player and a new “Fourplay” checker board on 
which four people play in one game of checkers. _ 



FAMOUS SQUIRREL—Joyce Hendry's latest first prize winning 
picture in recent CRA Sharpshooter's contest is shown here. Sharp¬ 
shooters specialize in hard-to-photograph subjects. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 Pl¬ 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday 7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 4296. Entries for plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment must be in by Nov. 14. Contact league secretary. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235 Duplicate bridge every Friday 
at 7:30 p.m., CRA Center. Party bridge, first and third Friday of each month at 8 p.m., 
CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo now under 
way. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice is 
in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawlcy, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m., radio 
control and free flight group organizational meeting. Building instruction for control 
line, 7:30 p.m., Nov. 11 at CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127? Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. Code and Theory class, 7:30 p.m., November 4 at CRA Center. 

ROPING^—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:00 p.m., 
Nov. 10 and 15 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 



BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 



COOL GIFT—J. M. Wilson, new Daingerfield domino champion, 
receives cooler from domino commissioner H. S. Mauldin (at right) 
as first prize win in the recent plant-wide tourney. 
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Collin Swings Way 
To New Net Title 


BIRDIE BATTERS—These badminton players meet twice a week 
to hit the bird around the courts and keep in training for tennis. 
They're also getting ready for the plant-wide tournament tentatively 
scheduled for Dec. I. They are, front row, left to right, Lillian Hood, 
Thelma Harrison, Jeanine Jackson, and Wilma Miller. Back row, Phil 
Mahaffey, Roy Harrison, Bob Sprague, commissioner, Walter Brad¬ 
ley and Oscar Hood. 


Jim Collin emerged as Convair 
FW’s new table tennis champion 
last week during CRA plant-wide 
table tennis tournament. He 
downed CRA table tennis com¬ 
missioner John Rangel three 
straight to take the title. 

In a tense men’s doubles set, 
Charles Schneider and Jim Burton 
topped the favored Collin-Rangel 
duo to steal the title. Collin and 
Rangel had them 20-13 in the 
last game when Burton and 
Schneider staged a fast comeback 
and took the match. 

Mize Szot and Don Davis were 
runners-up in the doubles event. 

In men’s doubles consolation, 
B. C. Curl and John Prince were 
victors. 

Jimmie Burton, son of men's 
doubles winner, took the men’s 
novice berth. 

In the female portion of the 
tournament, Peggy Hardcastle de¬ 
feated Lydia Norman in the 
singles. 

Lu Suil Moore took the women’s 
consolation title. 

Teamed in mixed doubles for 
the tournament were Peggy Hard¬ 
castle and Clayton Dillworth 
against John and Lupe Rangel. 
The Hardcastle-Dillworth com¬ 
bination won the match. 

Consolation mixed doubles win¬ 
ners were Charles and Claudia 
Hurst. 


Armstrong-Foster Duo Tie With 
Burner-Law in Sweepstakes Golf 

L. H. Armstrong, Convair FW golf champion, and Fred 
Foster, CRA golf commissioner, came out in a tie for first 
place with R. E. Burner and H. Law with a low 71 in the 
annual CRA Golf Sweepstakes at Glen Garden Country 
Club Oct. 14. 

Other first flight winners with 
scores of 73 were J. Samuelson 
and C. H. Stanley, J. M. Cudd and 
0. L. Davidson, J. Baldridge and 


Fort Worthers 
Dig Turf at SD 

Fort Worthers took their places 
in a special guest flight during 
the recent Convair San Diego 
Division golf tournament. 

San Diego CRA Golf commis¬ 
sioner Russ Osgood noted the 
growing number of Fort Worth 
people at San Diego and offered 
to conduct a “Fort Worth Guest 
Flight” in the tourney held at 
the Rancho Sante Fe Course Oct. 

11, 18, 25. 

It was a 36-hole medal play 
event with prize to the winner. 

Fred Foster, Fort Worth CRA 
golf commissioner, supplied hand¬ 
icaps for the FW Division players. 

Winner of the flight was M. 

Women’s Cage Quintet 


George Davis, J. M. Williams and 
Jack Fletcher. 

The first ranking pairs won 
nine golf balls each and the others 
two each. 

In the second flight, L. Craw¬ 
ford and R. Bissell, C. L. Harrison 
and Ray Bales, and E. Harborne 
and R. H. Hands shot scores of 
80 and won seven golf balls each. 

In the same flight, J. J. Minton 
and Col. Cartin and J. E. Grady 
and T. A. Reddell, with 81’s won 
two golf balls each. 

Third flight first place winners 
C. Wilkerson and L. Jacobson, 
with a 78, won nine balls each. 

J. Robinson and K. Warren, 
G. Rios and F. J. Mozjesik, and 
E. F. Fiedler and J. J. DeSensi 
with 85’s won four golf balls each. 

The sweepstakes were played 
with no handicap and not more 
than a three stroke team differ- 


Second Call Issued for 


entered were W. Conley and D. 
Jiles, of Dept. 43, and G. Young 
of Dept. 44. 

A former Fort Worth champion 
who consistently beat men golfers 
at this division, Nell Karpinsky, 
won the ladies flight of the tour¬ 
nament. She was an inspection 
department employee at Fort 
Worth and is in the same depart¬ 
ment at the San Diego Division. 


Convair FW women basketball 
players will meet Nov. 10 at the 
City Recreation center to organ¬ 
ize a CRA team for season play, 
according to Ed Tucknies CRA 
basketball commissioner. 

Practice will begin at 8 p.m. 
for all interested players. 

Further information may be 
obtained from Tucknies at 6210 
or the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Six Cage Teams 
Ready for Play 

Six departments are represent¬ 
ed in Convair FW basketball 
teams this season, according to 
Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner. 

They represent Dept. 48, Dept. 
24-1, Dept. 28-1, Dept. 31, Sam- 
Sac, and Service Representatives. 

The teams work out from 6 to 
9 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 
at W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School. 

Tucknies said there is room foi 
more players and invited inter¬ 
ested persons to come to practice 
tonight or as soon as possible. 

Second-shift basketball enthus¬ 
iasts interested in playing should 
contact E. R. Ingram, ext. 7153, 
or F. J. Chalup, ext. 7182, for 
further details. 


Knickerbockers Lead 
In Engineering League 

Knickerbocker Beers were lead¬ 
ing the engineering bowling 
league, with the Stumble Bums 
close on their heels last week. 
The Beers have a 20-8 record 
to the Bums .19-9 tally. 

The Pin Heads are in third 
place with 17-11 and Friendly 
Five and Schmatums are tied for 
fourth with a 16-12 score. 

Season highs have been chalked 
up by the Jetomics, with 979 for 
high team game. The Knicker¬ 
bockers, with 2752, have the high 
team scores. 

Jack Clark, with a 267, rolled 
the high individual game and Bill 
Liddle, with 649, has the high in¬ 
dividual series to date. 


JUMPY—Bob Sprague, engineer and CRA badminton commis¬ 
sioner, puts his all into it. He's the man behind the plans for a plant¬ 
wide tourney in the near future. 


CRA Sets Annual Plant-Wide 
Bowling Tourney for Dec. 5-6 

Convair FW keglers will get together for their annual 
plant-wide CRA bowling tournament about a month from 
now to choose Convair’s top bowlers. 

“This is the fourth annual tourney,” H. G. Starkey, CRA 
Bowling commissioner, said this week, “and we hope to 
make it the best one yet.” 


The tournament is open to men 
and women bowlers and will be 
held at Bowlanes Dec. 5 and 6. 

All entries for the meet must 
be mailed to J. W. Johnson, tour¬ 
nament manager, 6454 Greenway 
Rd., PE-6283, by Nov. 14. The 
tournament fee is $1.00. 

In female bowling, handicaps 
will be based on 75 per cent of 
the difference between average 
and 180. In men’s handicap, it 
will be based on two-thirds of the 
difference between average and 


that of Class A, 200; Class B, 
190, and Class C, 180. 

Trophies and prizes will be 
awarded by CRA to winners in 
each class: Five-men teams (in¬ 
dividual trophies), two-men teams 
(individual trophies), singles and 
all events. 

Trophies are on display at 
Bowlanes. In event of a tie for 
first place, a three-game match 
will decide the trophy winner ex¬ 
cept for “all events,” in which 
nine games will be bowled. 

Bowlers must have bowled 15 
or more games in any one league 
to be eligible. 



TIGHTENING UP—H. J. Kauffman, CRA riding instructor, (at far left) shortens Erwin. At far right Joan and Jim Elliott are learning the fundamentals of riding 

stirrup for petite Susan Rose. At center, these youngsters are cowpokes in the in CRA classes. New instruction classes will begin the first part of December. Regis- 
making: left to right, Susan Rose, Joan Elliott, Phil Perry, Jim Elliott, Sandra Dean trations are being taken in the CRA office in Personnel Department. 
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Special 'Air Lift' From SD Serves YF-102 Flight Testers on Desert 



MOBILE EXCHANGI 




DESERT SCENES—Picture possibilities were a bit limited because of security 
last month, but these give some idea of operations that centered on VF-102 at 
Edwards Air Force Base. At top left is prototype enroute there, camouflaged and 
under heavy guard. Top center are Convair men typical of those whose skill helped 
put airplane in air ahead of schedule, working, in our corner of hangar. Top right is 


"stock room on wheels" described in story below. At left is one of eating facilities 
on base, and inset shows Al Higgins, Plant 2 works manager at SD, and B. F. 
Coggan, SD Division manager, gulping coffee. At lower rigjit is C-47 being loaded 
at San Diego with cargo for project. Center below is Phil Prophett, Dept. 303 
manager, congratulating Pilot Dick Johnson just after first flight. 


’Siamese Quads Joined to Make 
Stock Room on Wheels at Edwards 


Convair Corner' Created at Edwards 
To Speed Flight Testing of YF-102 

There is a “little bit of Convair ,, these days within the closely-guarded confines of 
of the Air Force Test Center, Edwards Air Force Base, on the Mojave Desert about 75 
miles northeast of Los Angeles. It's known as “F-102 Flight Test Operations” and 
right now it numbers less than 100 Convair souls, occupying a small corner of the AF’s 
great test facility. 


One Convair improvisation at 
Edwards AFB attracted atten¬ 
tion recently when F-102 flight 
test operations set up house¬ 
keeping. 

It is a “warehouse on wheels” 
built around four van trailers 
with a central connecting struc¬ 
ture, utilized as a stock crib for 
F-102 operations. 

S. R. Rogers, facilities and lay- 


Con-Trib Purchases 
Two More TV Sets 

Members of the Convair SD 
Con-Trib-Club committee meet¬ 
ing last month voted to purchase 
two additional television sets for 
Vauclain Home and to contribute 
$100 toward the Community 
Chest drive in Ramona, accord¬ 
ing to J. K. Field, committee 
chairman. 

The two 21-inch television sets 
bring to eight the total sets con¬ 
tributed to the home by em¬ 
ployees through the Con-Trib- 
Club and to $78,270 the contribu¬ 
tions to Community Chest drives 
in San Diego and surrounding 
communities. 


Convair Daingerfield Division's 
supersonic wind tunnel and ram¬ 
jet engine testing facility were 
high points of interest when mem¬ 
bers of the Institute of the Aero¬ 
nautical Sciences toured the plant 
recently. 

IAS members of the Texas sec¬ 
tion came from aircraft concerns 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, 
including Convair FW Division, 
Chance Vought, Bell and Temco. 

The 65 visitors were shown 
through the Ordnance Aerophy- 


out representative at Edwards, 
thought up the idea prior to the 
move to Edwards as a means of 
licking the space problem. He 
located the four vans at Convair 
SD and they were shipped north 
by flat car. Ten days prior to 
the departure of the F-102 from 
San Diego, Jack Strong, mainte¬ 
nance assistant foreman and a 
crew of 13 from Convair SD, 
traveled by bus to Edwards to 
perform the task of joining the 
vans like “Siamese quads.” 

The vans are joined together 
by an 18 foot by 20 foot ply¬ 
wood and lumber structure from 
which the vans fan out like 
spokes. 

The Convair advance crew had 
some ten days of hard work 
getting quarters ready for the 
Dept. 303 personnel, Strong re¬ 
called. They cleaned and pre¬ 
pared assigned areas, converted 
existing power outlets to meet 
required tools, installed time 
clocks, built shelves and office 
partitions and helped ready the 
housing units at Lancaster. 

“We just made it before the 
Dept. 303 people arrived,” Strong 
said. 


sics Laboratory with engineering 
personnel serving as guides. 
Regularly scheduled testing was 
in progress in the wind tunnel 
enabling the group to see some 
of the latest developments in 
guided missile configurations. 
They also observed OAL'S famous 
rapid-fire automatic wind tunnel 
data reduction system in opera¬ 
tion. 

This was the first time Dain¬ 
gerfield Division has been opened 
for a field trip to members of a 
professional society. 


Later this “population” will in¬ 
crease as the 102 program de¬ 
velops. But currently the Con¬ 
vair part of the “Little Pentagon” 
amounts to a project office in a 
one-story frame building, a corner 
of a hangar where the YF-102 is 
bedded down, and some trailers 
that fit together to form “ware¬ 
houses on wheels.” 

But the Convair group isn't 
completely cut off from home. 
They have teletype communica¬ 
tions with Convair SD and even 
their own “airline,” a C-47 that 
makes two round trips daily 
carrying materials and passen- 


first time last month, the man 
at the controls was Richard L. 
Johnson, newly named chief engi¬ 
neering test pilot for the 102 proj¬ 
ect, a former top experimental 
test flyer for the Air Force. 

As an Air Force lieutenant 
colonel, Johnson was chief of the 
fighter branch of the Wright Air 
Development Center's Directorate 
of Air Weapons Systems, prior to 
joining Convair. He has more 
than 4,500 hours in the air and of 
them, 1,400 in jet aircraft. 

While with the Air Force John¬ 
son flew almost every type of 
modern USAF aircraft, recipro¬ 
cating engine, jet, helicopter, 
glider and rocket types. During 


gers. 

Though the group has been in 
active operation only a few weeks, 
they've had a “baptism in fire” 
during the hectic days between 
the time the YF-102 arrived (Oct. 
6) and its first flight (Oct. 24). 
For almost everyone on the proj¬ 
ect it was 12 hours on, 12 hours 
off, round the clock to get the 
plane in the air ahead of schedule. 
(Many were getting by on three 
hours sleep a night!) That ex¬ 
perience itself, capped by the suc¬ 
cessful first flight, welded the 
group together as nothing else 
could. 

Presiding over the project is 


World War II he flew 180 mis¬ 
sions, 360 combat hours, in the 
Mediterranean Theater. His deco¬ 
rations include the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and the Silver Star. In 
September of 1948, flying an F- 
86, he set a world speed record of 
670 miles an hour. 

Last month he added the YF- 
102 to a long list of airplanes he 
has flown. The list includes: 
Convair XF-92 delta wing, X-4 
tailless, X-l rocket, XF-91 and 
F7U-1 Cutlass, Navy semi-delta; 
the British planes: Avro 707 delta, 
G.A.S. Javelin delta, DeHavilland 
110 and Comet, Supermarine 
Swift and Hawker Hunter; the 
French: Mystere Mark II, III, IV 
and Ouragon II. 


Phil Prophett as manager. His 
calm and steadfast leadership 
even in the most difficult times 
demonstrated why he was chosen 
for the post. With him at Ed¬ 
wards are C. E. (Buck) Hunter, 
handling general administration; 

L. M. Failor, industrial relations 
supervisor; R. E. Steele, chief in¬ 
spector: W, H. Rumbaugb, chief 
of flight operations; R. L. John¬ 
son, 102 chief test pilot; Pilot 

M. C. Terry, V. L. Allwardt, 
flight project engineer; S. R. 
Berry, facilities and layout; 
Foremen W. L. McBride and N. 
W. Roberts of flight operations; 
L. H. Green, instrumentation as¬ 
sistant foreman; M. P. Domin¬ 
guez, material supervisor; Lt. 
Joseph Mernick, industrial secur¬ 
ity; L. E. Blalock, instrumentation 
leadman; J. E. Henderson, ac¬ 
counting representative, and 
others. 

The project has a “rear echelon” 
back in San Diego, headed by 
K. E. Coughlin (formerly of Con- 
sairways) who expedites their 
needs and keeps tabs on the 
operation of the “airline” which 
holds to a rigid schedule. 

“We don't delay for anyone or 
anything—except a part that we 
must have, or maybe weather,” 
Coughlin said. 

The first flight (known as the 
“Early Bird”) leaves SD at 8 a.m., 
arrives at Edwards at 9:15 Called 
the “Daylight,” the ship leaves 
Edwards at 10 a.m. and arrives 
at SD at 11:15. Then known as 
the “Executive,” the ship leaves 
SD at 4 p.m., arriving at Edwards 
at 5:15. Its last flight for the 
day, called “The Commuter,” 
leaves Edwards at 6 p.m. and 
reaches San Diego at 7:15. It is 
loaded with its freight for the 
next day during the night. 

Record load so far for a week 
of operating has been about 50,000 
pounds of freight and a total of 
70 passengers. Most novel piece 
of cargo thus far has been a box 
of toilet tissue. 

Up at Edwards, most of the 
Convair folk live in Lancaster, a 
desert community about 30 miles 
away from the base. Convair has 
18 living units where some of the 
personnel have bachelor quarters, 
four men to a unit. 

Despite the brief career of 
Dept. 303, there already is a 
“project baby,” Diana Kay Za- 
than, born Oct. 19 in San Diego 
while her father, J. J. Zathan, 
Dept. 303 dispatcher, was at Ed¬ 
wards. The mother is Frances 
Zathan, formerly of Dept. 4-5 at 
SD. 



TEST PANEL—B. B. Holliday of Convair Daingerfield explains 
control panel of high-altitude ramjet test facility during visit of 
IAS members. 


IAS Visitors to Daingerfield Inspect 
Shapes of New Guided Missiles 



PRE-FLISHT—Two veteran test pilots confer before YF-102 
flight. At left is Richard L. Johnson, who flew ship on maiden hop, 
and at right is SD's chief of experimental flight, E. D. (Sam) Shannon. 


YF-102 Pilot Veteran Test Flyer 
For AF Before Joining Convair 

When the YF-102 flew for the 
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WHO GOES THERE?—Thanks to this new sign to which Guard J. B. Nowell is pointing, 
and casual visitors should realize in advance that they are out of bounds at Convair Fort 
This is one of improvements in security recently put into effect. 


tourists 

Worth. 


Security Reins Tighten 
As New Office Opened 

The “new look” at the front gate, and a new office to 
expedite security clearances for vendors' representatives, 
are both designed to improve security at Convair FW 
Division, according to I. B. Hale, manager of industrial 
security. 


B-36s Capture 
Top Honors in 
SAC Contests 

B-36s ran away with the show and the honors in 
the recent Strategic Air Command competition at Roswell 
AFB, N.M., and Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. 


Clubmen Elect 
New Officers 

Convair FW Management Club 
members elected 16 new officers 
for 1953-1954 yesterday (Nov. 17), 
but results will not be known until 
tomorrow (Nov. 19). 

Approximately 2,000 members 
were expected to cast their ballots 
for president, vice-presidents 
(days and nights), treasurer, 
corresponding secretary, record¬ 
ing secretary, new board of con¬ 
trol members and present board 
of control members to be re¬ 
tained. 

At the top of the slate in the 
running for president are: Jack 
Brittain, Dept. 48; A. E. North- 
cott, Dept. 24, and J. L. Coburn, 
Dept. 27. 

Vice-president first shift candi¬ 
dates are W. R. Dudley, Dept. 92; 

A. E. Clement, Dept. 6 and Bob 
Carrell, Dept. 22. Second shift 
“veep” nominees are W. F. Sut¬ 
ton, Dept. 48; G. P. Gleeson, Dept. 
22, and J. 0. Muney, Dept. 93. 

N. L. Johnson, Dept. 10, and 
H. D. Kirby, Dept. 9 are candi¬ 
dates for treasurer, and Fred 
Temple, Dept. 3, G. E. Symn, 
Dept. 27, and C. H. Buse, Dept. 11, 
for corresponding secretary. S. J. 
Middleton, Dept. 24; M. Wein¬ 
stein, Dept. 22, and C. E. Nevitt, 
Dept. 3, are recording secretary 
nominees. 

Five will be elected from the 
following group to be new board 
of control members: Joe Alex¬ 
ander, Dept. 22; J. D. McMahone, 
Dept. 63; L. O. Lyte, Dept. 74; 
R. L. Williaford, Dept. 47; P. E. 
Means, Dept. 92; Jack Dye, Dept. 
75; T. D. Neely, Dept. 24; F. 
Roberson, Dept. 48; E. V. Gish, 
Dept. 6; J. J. Braden, Dept. 31. 

R. B. Craig, Dept. 3; C. R. Car¬ 
ter, Dept. 95; H. A. Lee, Dept. 9; 

B. C. Simmons, Dept. 9; A. J. 
Combs, Dept. 45; F. E. McManus, 
Dept. 76; F. W. Giles, Dept. 48; 

(Continued on Page 2) 


vair San Diego on a second YF- 
102 delta wing interceptor follow¬ 
ing a wheels-up emergency land¬ 
ing that interrupted the flight 
program of the first YF-102 
Pilot Richard L. Johnson who 
was flying the aircraft at Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base, Calif., was 
injured in the landing Nov. 2 but 
is reported recovering and expects 
to resume test flying next year. 


The new sign at the front gate, 
he explained, is merely to dis¬ 
courage tourists and other casual 
visitors from driving inside the 
reservation, in which case guards 
must stop them and ask them to 
turn around and go back out. 

A new office for this purpose 
will be established. 

Security section personnel will 
man the office, which is being 
established to speed security 
clearances for vendor’s represen¬ 
tatives (except salesmen), and to 
maintain a tighter control on 
movement of non-Convair per¬ 
sonnel. 

Under new regulations, techni¬ 
cal representatives stationed at 
the division for more than six 
months will be provided with spe¬ 
cial badges. These will permit 
them to move freely without es¬ 
cort in the areas necessary. 

Representatives scheduled to be 
at the division less than six 
months will be given “temporary 
technical representative” badges. 
These also permit free movement 
without escort. A third type of 
badge will be used for “visit¬ 
ing technical representatives” or 
those whose visits at the division 
are not on a permanent basis and 
whose visits are comparatively 
infrequent. These badges will 
designate what department the 
representative is calling upon, and 
that department will be respon¬ 
sible for seeing that the represen¬ 
tative is properly escorted at all 
times. 

If the representative is required 
to call upon more than one de- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Meanwhile, B. F. Coggan, SD 
Division manager, reported that 
the second YF-102 is nearing com¬ 
pletion in experimental shop at 
San Diego and that it will be 
flown by Sam Shannon, SD’s chief 
of experimental flight, who pilot¬ 
ed the world’s first delta wing, 
the XF-92, on its first flight 
back in September, 1948. He also 
was the first to fly the XF2Y-1, 
the delta wing Sea Dart, as well 
as numerous other Convair planes. 


Con-Trib Gifts 
Now $202,296 
In 18 Months 

With the recent allocation of 
the $23,000 “windfall” (Convair- 
iety, Nov. 4, 1953), Fort Worth 
Division employees through their 
Convair Employees Con - Trib- 
Club, Inc., by Dec. 1 will have 
contributed a total of $202,296.05 
or more in the past 18 months 
to Fort Worth charitable, edu¬ 
cational and civic agencies. 

A recapitulation of donations 
for the first 18 months of the or¬ 
ganization’s history shows: 

Community Chest, $68,171.52. 

Red Cross, $37,320.81. 

American Cancer Society, $8,- 
088.06. 

Crippled Children’s Society, $4,- 
275.16. 

American Heart Association, 
$5,314.95. 

Goodwill Industries, $3,466.39. 

Fort Worth Safety Council, $2,- 
310.96. 

United Fund, $42,621.45. 

City-County Hospital Polio 
Ward, $19,904.21. 

Tuberculosis Society, $10,289.- 
73. 

FW Council for Retarded Chil¬ 
dren, $532.81. 

Con-Trib Members 
Pledge $178,359 

On final reports, Convair em¬ 
ployees in the recent Convair 
Employees Con-Trib-Club cam¬ 
paign pledged a total of $178,- 
359, or 92.6 per cent of goal. 

In participation, second shift 
led first shift by 93.7 per cent 
of all employees to 89.2 per cent. 

Dollar-wise, however, first shift 
led second shift by a hair: 92.8 
per cent of goal compared to 
92.2 per cent. Plant-wide, par¬ 
ticipation was 90.4 per cent of 
all employees. 

A total of 18,115 employees 
signed cards for payroll deduc¬ 
tions for the fiscal year beginning 
Dec. 1, or contributed cash. 


The competition is held yearly 
as a test to determine the ca¬ 
pabilities of the bombardment 
crews and wings of SAC, and to 
further and develop the competi¬ 
tive spirit in SAC. 

This year in the reconnaissance 
and navigation, the first four 
places were taken by RB-36 
wings. First place went to 5th 
SR Wg, Travis AFB, Cal. Sec¬ 
ond place went to 28th SR Wg., 
Ellsworth AFB, S. D.; third to 
99th SR Wg., Fairchild AFB, 
Wash., and fourth to 72nd SR 
Wg., Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico. 

RB-36 wings also won the 
Richard E. Ellsworth Award in 
the photo phase, the electronics 
exercise, the weather and the 
navigation phases. 

The Polifka Award and Merle 
E. Parks trophy in photo and 
navigation and photo phases re¬ 
spectively went to Maj. Oscar 
Milan, of Travis AFB, and Lt. 
Col. Leonard P. Marchese, of 
Ellsworth AFB. These and other 
individual awards will be pre¬ 
sented to the winners at a com¬ 
mander’s conference in Omaha 
late this month. 

During the navigation and re¬ 
connaissance portion of the con¬ 
test, 14 aircraft flew over 80,000 
miles in 3,000 engine hours. All 
types of reconnaissance planes 
were used with RB-36s copping 
the honors in a clean sweep. 

Final results of the bombing 
competition also merited praise 
for the Convair-built bombers. 
This “World Series of Bombing” 
was won by the 92nd Bomb Wing 
of Fairchild AFB, Washington. 
The Fairchild Trophy was award¬ 
ed the B-36 wing. 

Second place went to the 93rd 
Bomb Wing from Castle AFB, 
Calif., with third place, the 509th 
from Walker, the host base. 

Bombing targets were at 
Omaha, Oklahoma City, and Dal¬ 
las with simulated radar bomb 
drops. Each crew then made a 
live drop on the bomb range at 
(Continued on Page 2) 



CONGRATULATIONS—Maj. 
Oscar E. Milam, left, and Capt. 
Ray Griffith exchange congratu¬ 
lations after their RB-36s cap¬ 
tured top honors in SAC compe¬ 
tition. 


Dec. 16-21 Date 
Set for CRA's 
Christmas Show 

Mark a great big red circle 
around Dec. 16-21—the days Con¬ 
vair FW employees and families 
will be the guests of Convair 
Recreation Association for the an¬ 
nual Christmas party and “Melody 
on Ice” show. 

Seven performances, including 
a matinee on Sunday, will be 
given at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

The ice show this year will be 
directed by Jane Zeiser of Dallas 
and will feature top-flight enter¬ 
tainers as well as Convair talent. 

Rehearsals are already under 
way at the Coliseum and plans 
are being made by Fred Foster, 
chairman of the program commit¬ 
tee. Assisting him are Bill Par¬ 
rish and Jim Shackelford. 

Hank Wendorf heads the decor¬ 
ation committee, with Jerry Olson, 
Dept. 82, doing the ice decoration. 
This year Dept. 82 employees will 
head for the ice with the giant 
task of painting the elaborate 
design. 

Tickets will be distributed under 
the supervision of Fred Gignilliat. 

The CRA Band will be on hand 
to provide music for the extrava¬ 
ganza. Gifts will be distributed 
to all Convair children. 

“Of course the show is always 
the big event of the year at Con¬ 
vair,” said I. M. Pemberton, CRA 
president, “and this year we’re 
hoping to surpass our other 
shows.” 

B-36 Has Prevented 
War With Russians, 
Lanphier Declares 

The B-%36 is one of the greatest 
deterrent weapons ever developed, 
T. G. Lanphier, Jr., Convair vice 
president, told an audience at 
Pomona last week. 

“I agree with Winston Church¬ 
ill and others that the B-36 with 
its long range and destructive 
power has been the greatest fac¬ 
tor in keeping us out of war 
with Russia . . .” he said 

North Texas Seniors 
Tour FW Division 

A group of business adminis¬ 
tration seniors at North Texas 
State College toured Convair FW 
Division last week to get a first¬ 
hand account of business in op¬ 
eration. They were briefed on 
various phases of personnel man¬ 
agement, material and purchasing 
by the following: Fred Temple, 
safety; Tom Croft, labor rela¬ 
tions; Gene Crosier, employee 
services; H. C. Anderson, techni¬ 
cal training; E. L. Magers, wage 
and salary; C. E. Nevitt, super¬ 
visory training; Ralph Wagner, 
executive development; D. F. An¬ 
derson, employment; C. R. Schul¬ 
er, purchasing; and George Be- 
sore, material control. 


Second YF-102 to Continue Testins 
Begun by First Plane at Edwards 

Work is being pressed at Con- 
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B-36s Shine in 
Bomb Contest 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due dur¬ 
ing the period Nov. 15 through Nov. 29: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, R. L. Peck Jr. 
Dept. 6, William E. Early Jr.. F. A. 
Weatherly. R. Woboril, C. E. Shearer. 
Dept. 7, G. R. Gordon Sr. 

Dept. 9, M. A. Caddell. Dept. 12, R. 

O. Garlington. Dept. 22, F. W. Gook, 
W. P. Hilliard, M. K. Huffman, P. M. 
Morgan. Dept. 24, M. C. Baumgardner, 

R. D. Johnson. 

Dept. 25, R. S. Lee, E. Miller, B. T. 
Thompson, E. Wiley, R. L. Wynne. Dept. 
17 , W. N. Morgan, J. C. Newberry, B. 

A. Parker, J. W. Russell. 

Dept. 28, E. C. Rubush. Dept. 30, A. 
H. Davis. Dept. 31, A. C. Cleere, H. O. 
DeJarnett, A. M. Franklin, J. W. Mor¬ 
row. Dept. 43, W. W. Jones. 

Dept. 44, J. B. Baze, J. R. Jones, C. 

R. Kimbrell. Dept. 46, L. S. Johnson. 
Dept. 47, F. S. Gentry, H. L. Kirkland, 

B. J. Steel. Dept. 48, L. S. Perry. 

Dept. 50, C. A. McSpedden. Dept. 60, 

J. D. Cremeen Jr., J. W. Scott. Dept. 
63, B. Dean, J. E. Durell Jr. Dept. 64, 
W. H. Sanders, R. R. Simpson. Dept. 
65, G. L. Wallace. 

Dept. 81, T. O. Darling, E. J. Ussery, 

S. E. Webb. Dept. 82, C. E. Howard. 
Dept. 91, F. G. Rosenau Jr. Dept. 94, 
A. N. Oglesby, W. F. Young. Dept. 95, 
G. S. Stewart, E. B. Tener. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, P. B. Beasley. 
Dept. 4, J. C. Rice. Dept. 6, L. A. Dix¬ 
on, I. Freeman, W. B. Kirk, L. J. Mc¬ 
Donald, H. D. Stevens. Dept. 11, R. F. 
Brown, P. B. Farnsworth. 

Dept. 14, R. E. Baskett, H. A. Estes, 
F. H. Patterson. Dept. 15, A. P. Mason, 
E. Smith. Dept. 20, C. E. Clark, L. E. 
Maxwell, H. G. Swanner, H. B. Whitley. 
Dept. 22, T. H. Gantt, R. C. Gaoler, 

P. Hensley, J. L. McGaha, A. T. Tenni- 
son. Dept. 24, C. A. Bay, R. A. Lance, 

A. Smith. Dept. 27, W. W. Hill. 

Dept. 30, W. J. Creecy, C. C. Gower, 

B. B. Smith, J. R. West. Dept. 31, J. R. 

Hall. Dept. 43, T. E. Pate. Dept. 44, 
M. L. Brown, J. C. Miller, R. L. Pendle- 
ton. _ 

Dept. 45, J. B. Hastings Jr., L. E. 
Holt, R. A. Mullican, R. Petty. Dept. 
46, W. T. Balch, J. W. Francisco, K. G. 
Moore. Dept. 47, D. J. Flowers. 

Dept. 48, K. L. Freeman, M. C. Gray, 

A. L. Gustafson, J. M. Howard, W. L. 
Kellet, C. B. Laird, W. D. Pritchett, M. 
J. Reeves, C. G. Robbins, A. W. Vaughn. 

Dept. 65, S. D. Johnston, W. G. Kelcy. 
Dept. 73, C. D. Creamer, M. O. Hill, A. 

B. Lewis, L. F. McBee, L. M. Pixler, N. 
L. G. Porter. Dept. 74, A. S. Ashlock, 
L. A. Foster, C. C. Glover, E. C. Lang¬ 
ford, J. E. Oxford Jr. 

Dept. 75, O. V. Eary. Dept. 81, H. R. 
Butters, D. W. Hall, H. E. Harless, J. J. 
Hoffman, C. McCune, F. K. Mills. Dept. 
82, W. D. Sladovnik. Dept. 91, M. A. 
Damesworth. 

Dept. 92, J. M. Clayton, S. R. John¬ 
son, A. K. Lee. Dept. 93, J. H. Clounch, 

C. R. H. Jackson, G. O. Simmons. Dept. 
94, L. Smith, W. Tarr. 


DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year pin: Dept. 1, H. C. Ehe- 
mann. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $185.40 for the 
week ending Nov. 6, 1953: 

Dept. 3-6, Personnel: J. D. Tate. 

Dept. 14-1, Tool Service: B. M. Atkin¬ 
son. 

Dept. 20-2, Traffic: A. A. Fisher. 
Dept. 30, Machine Shop: W. A. Sewall, 

T. L. Reid. 

Dept. 31-1, Metal Forming: J. R. Wig¬ 
gins, L. A. Kite Jr. 


Personals 

FORT WORTH 

Clarence E. Fannon, Dept. 47, wishes 
to express his thanks for assistance from 
Con-Trib-Club during his recent illness. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or within 
supervision, effective November 6, 1953: 

Dept. 4, Material: To material control 
supervisor, C. M. Gauss Jr., R. E. Ridg- 
way, J. B. Ashby. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To nuclear engi¬ 
neer, C. F. Malone; to engineer illustra¬ 
tor, W. A. Lambert Jr., R. A. Gray; to 
aerophysics engineer, T. E. Collin9; to 
design engineer, B. F. Gentry, E. W. 
Amundsen. 

To senior propulsion engineer, T. T. 
Schroeter; to senior design engineer, G. 
W. Bradfield, L. C. Strange Jr. ; to 
editor, engineering publications, P. H. 
Billman Jr. ; to administrative assistant, 
A. E. Sedin. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

HIX—Son, Jimmy Don, 8 lbs. 4 oz., 
born Oct. 16 to Jimmy and Monel Hix, 
Dept. 11-9. 

MORRISON—Daughter, Helen Ann, 6 
lbs. 2 oz., born Oct. 28 to Mr. and Mrs. 
A. M. Morrison, Dept. 6-4. 

DAINGERFIELD 

ADKINS—Son, Robert Stacy, 5 lbs. 9% 
oz., born Oct. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Adkins, Dept. 7. 

TAYLOR—Son, Leland Boyett, 7 lbs. 
14 oz., born Oct. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. S. 
A. Taylor, Dept. 7. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

Masonic ring at washstand. Col. 7C. 
Sentimental value. Contact James L. 
Coffee, Jr., ext. 2130, or 2106 Market 
Ave. Reward. 


Security Control 
Tightened at FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 
partment, he will be required to 
turn in the badge for the first 
department and obtain a new 
badge before being turned over to 
personnel of the second depart¬ 
ment. 

The visiting representative 
badges will be different colors 
depending upon what security 
clearance they bear. Red will de¬ 
note secret, green will be for 
confidential, and white denotes no 
security clearance. 

Most business of such represen¬ 
tatives is with engineering and 
material departments, now espe¬ 
cially busy with pre-production 
activities incident to the super¬ 
sonic bomber program on which 
FW Division has a development 
contract. 

“The new set-up will give us 
better security control, and at the 
same time make it easier on our 
scores of representatives by mak¬ 
ing it no longer necessary for 
them to wait in the lobby,” Hale 
pointed out. 

“It also will reduce the number 
of guards required at the lobby 
entrance.” 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
Walker. They then flew three 
missions against each target. 

The best all-around crew of the 
entire competition was that of Lt. 
Milton Green, of Fairchild. In 
the bombing phase of the com¬ 
petition, the Maj. F. E. Murphy 
crew of Hunter AFB copped the 
top honors, while Col. Green’s 
crew was the best B-36 crew and 
the number one crew in the navi¬ 
gation phase. 

Actual scores of the winning 
teams were not disclosed by Gen. 
Curtis LeMay, SAC chief, but he 
did say the crews could drop 
bombs “well within the effective 
range.” 

Carswell’s Seventh and Eleventh 
Bomb Wings participated. 

'Surprise Party' 
Tonight For SD 

John Morley, noted U. S. for¬ 
eign correspondent will be the 
main speaker when the Convair 
SD Management Club gathers for 
its “surprise party” meeting at 
6 p.m. tonight (Nov. 18) at the 
Balboa Park Club. 

The meeting is open to Man¬ 
agement Club members only and 
will feature a special event every 
member will want to see, accord¬ 
ing to Paul S. Nill, SD Division 
controller, whose department is 
sponsor. 

In addition, there will be a dis¬ 
play by the club’s various private 
discount houses plus many extra 
free prizes. 

Club President Harry Rote re¬ 
ported this week that more than 
300 members went on a special 
tour of the North Island Naval 
base as guests of the Navy Oct. 
31 and enjoyed “a very successful 
day, well planned and highly in¬ 
formative.” 

Tentative plans are being made 
to hold the annual Christmas 
dance at the Mission Beach Ball¬ 
room Dec. 26 with a well-known 
orchestra and a buffet-type din¬ 
ner, Rote said. 

'Prospectors' Score 
In Diamond Hunt 

A “diamond hunt” in stores of 
a Fort Worth grocery chain net¬ 
ted six Convair families small 
gems recently. 

In the contest sponsored jointly 
by the chain and a jewelry firm, 
the idea was to locate a diamond 
in the midst of other stones re¬ 
sembling the precious gems. 

Lucky Convair prospectors 
were: Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Hamil, 
Dept. 6-3. Their daughter. Mary, 
also found a diamond. Mr. and 
Mrs. M. P. Arnold, Dept. 74; Mrs. 
James M. Clark, Jr., Dept. 6; 
Mrs. Norma Gibson, wife of E. L. 
Gibson, Dept. 6-4; Mr. V. E. Wal¬ 
lace, Dept. 64; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Johnson, Dept. 81. 

Convair FW Actors 
Cast in Church Play 

“A Sleep of Prisoners,” a 
Christopher Fry play with a 
spiritual theme, is being given 
this month by a group of Convair 
FW employees in a number of 
Fort Worth Episcopal Churches. 

Directed by E. Stanton Brown 
of engineering, the play’s cast in¬ 
cludes Chesley York of engineer¬ 
ing; Chet Rothacker and Art 
Gilligan of material, with Fred 
Ligett, engineering, and Hugh 
Boazman, inspection, helping out 
backstage. 

FW Management Club 
Votes Hew Officers 

(Continued from Page 1) 

W. W. Williamson, Dept. 31; M. 
P. Inman, Dept. 93, are board 
members from whom five were to 
be selected to remain as board 
holdovers. 

Ballots were mailed to Manage¬ 
ment Club members. The results 
will be announced at the next 
meeting on Nov. 25 at the Casino. 



"DUMB-BELL" NUT—Here L. D. Stokes, Dept. 30 at Convair 
Fort Worth, rough machines a main landing gear nut (commonly 
mown as the "dumb-bell" change because part resembles dumb- 
Dell) for improved landing gear on B-36. 



PIVOT SHAFT—W. C. Blue, 
Dept. 30, exhibits huge bolt 
which goes inside main landing 
gear pivot shaft. 

Practice Sessions 
In Shorthand Start 

Shorthand practice sessions will 
begin next week for Convair FW 
employees who want to brush up. 

The lunchtime classes will be 
held for eight weeks beginning 
at 11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 23. 
Classes will meet 11 to 11:45 a.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays, noon 
to 12:45 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 12:15 to 1 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

There will be no instruction 
given, no papers to hand in, no 
grades given and no tuition— 
just practice. 

Classes will meet in Room 10, 
(Col. 73 between personnel de¬ 
partment and assembly building.) 
Interested employees should bring 
their lunches and plan to spend 
the remainder of the period tak¬ 
ing dictation from the set of 
Gregg Shorthand Speed Dictation 
records in the Training Section. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from J. L. Butts, in train¬ 
ing, ext. 5245. 


M A. Stewart Urged 
For Legion Position 

Milton A. Stewart, Convair FW 
Division employee, was recom¬ 
mended last week for national 
executive committeeman of the 
American Legion. He now holds 
the job of alternate committee¬ 
man from Texas. 

The recommendation was made 
during the Twelfth District Con¬ 
vention of the American Legion 
in Veterans Memorial in Fort 
Worth. 


Helen Bovee Dies 

Helen K. Bovee, Convair FW 
Division employee, died last month 
after a week’s illness. She was 
department clerk for B. R. Main 
of traffic. 

Mrs. Bovee was a native of 
Chicago. She is survived by her 
husband, a daughter and sister. 
Interment was in Laurel Land 
cemetery. 


FW Machine Shop 
Produces Parts 
For Gear Change 

Precision machining of the 
hardest steels to tolerances of 
less than one 2000th of an inch 
is strictly routine for machine 
shop employees at Convair Fort 
Worth Division. 

And that’s exactly what they’re 
doing day after day—on two 
shifts—to make parts which will 
improve the main landing gear 
on B-36s in order to permit in¬ 
creased bomb loads (Convairiety, 
Nov. 4, 1953). 

“We’re working both shifts,” 
explained J. B. Gauntt, machine 
shop general foreman, "in order 
to get the parts to modernization 
crews as quickly as possible, and 
so that they, in turn, can get the 
airplanes back to the Air Force 
as quickly as possible.” 

The parts for the gear (strong¬ 
est weight-bearing portion of the 
aircraft) are formed of chrome- 
moly steel,'heat treated for very 
high tensile strength. 

They are not only machined 
to very close tolerances, but also 
are given a high-gloss surface 
which in its finished form is 
smoother than glass. 

In addition to the pivot shaft 
itself, the parts also include 
“nuts and bolts” of substantial 
sizes. One “nut,” for instance is 
in the neighborhood of 12 inches 
long and nine inches in diameter. 

Former FW Fords 
Find New Owners 

Four 1949 Fords, formerly 
owned by Convair FW Division, 
now have new homes with four 
of 395 employees who submitted 
sealed bids. 

They are W. E. Magnuson, 
Dept. 7.-0; William P. Barnes, 
Dept. 46; Alan F. Thompson, 
Dept. 22; and V. Dolson, Dept. 
7-1. 

The light-green sedans were 
put up for sale to the highest 
bidders Oct. 26-30. J. H. Kin- 
cannon, superintendent of mater¬ 
ial stores, GFP, and salvage was 
in charge of the operation. Four 
white 1953 Chevrolets have been 
purchased to replace the Fords. 

Shorthand Review 
Class ‘Graduates’ 

Twenty-one Convair FW em¬ 
ployees will finish a Convair- 
sponsored class in shorthand re¬ 
view tonight under the super¬ 
vision of Mrs. R. King. 

The 45-hour course started 
Sept. 18 at Technical Institute. 
The 21 employees who finished 
successfully will receive certifi¬ 
cates of proficiency. 

Those with perfect attendance 
records were: Sannie Boyiages, 
Dept. 3-4; Lois McDonald, Dept. 
3-7; Elizabeth Larater, Dept. 9-2; 
Lucikate Harris, Dept. 15-2; 
Frances O’Donnell, Dept. 15-2; 
Dora B. Sloan, Dept. 8-0; Stella 
Hoaglund, Dept. 24-1; Stella Boy¬ 
iages and Mazona Reese. 
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Super Market' Plan Adopted For Parts Distribution at Convair SD 
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CLOSE AT HAND—Aimed at providing maximum availability for parts at 
minimum cost is system of handling line stock which is being adopted at Convair 
San Diego. At left Mrs. Lonace Gearhart (Dept. 55) has only to reach below for 
stock under revised setup. In center Margaret Romero breaks band on last "mini¬ 


mum bundle" in Dept. 55 bin and Julien Forcier, stock clerk, prepares to accept 
tag and reorder. At right Ronald Lepanto of Dept. 35 SD selects a part from 
"super market show case" near T-29D line. 


Convair Welcomes New Members 
To 'One-Hundred Club 1 ’ at FW 


Stock Rooms Decentralized at SD 
To Make Parts More Accessible 

More and more, Convair San Diego's “vitties” are being served up “family 
style." 

“Vitties" in this case means line stock, the vast numbers of parts large and small 
which put together spell airplane. And “family style" means a system of making the 
parts more conveniently available to production people. 



IDEA PAYS—Mrs. Lois N. Wahl (Dept. 521 SD) shows how she 
once compared sets of tab cards by holding them overhead so light 
could penetrate holes. Then she conceived idea of lighted box 
pictured below. It speeded up operation and earned her Employee 
Suggestion award. 

Even Simplest Ideas Frequently 
Pay Off as Employee Sugsestions 


Four more Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion employees have been named 
to the “One Hundred Club” this 
week for their $100-or-over Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion proposals. 

New members are P. Elder, 
Dept. 47; J. R. Wiggins, Dept. 
31-1; L. A. Ford, Dept. 76, and 
A. L. Gross, Dept. 3-6. 

Elder’s ESP amounted to net 
savings for Convair 'of $6,050 for 
the first year. He suggested a 
revision in routing and clipping 
of one electrical harness for B-36 
engines in order that one Dept. 
76 operation be performed prior 
to installation of cowling. This 
makes the parts being changed 
more easily accessible. 

Wiggins in his suggestion 
recommended use of chamfered 
end rivets, thereby reducing time 
required to insert rivets by hand. 
This also eliminates hand replace¬ 
ment of defective rivets from 
automatic rivet machines. 

Reworking a linking machine 
to align 20 MM ammunition was 
the suggestion of Ford. A net 
saving of $1,837 a year resulted. 


Accounting at Convair SD this 
week appealed to Convair folk to 
make a special effort during the 
next few weeks to see that the 
company records carry their cor¬ 
rect addresses. 

It won’t be very long before 
the monumental job of making 
out “W2” forms (reporting on 
income during 1953) will start. 
They will be mailed out in Janu¬ 
ary to all employees and it is 
important that they reach the 
proper individuals. If many wait 
until the last minute to correct 
company address records, the sys¬ 
tem will be put to an unfair 
strain. 

Changing address is a matter 
of only a few seconds time. Cards 
are available at time clocks mark¬ 
ed “Change of Address” which 
are to be made out and delivered 
to department clerks. If supplies 


He proposed conversion of the 
available delinking machine into 
the link-aligner. With this meth¬ 
od, rounds of ammunition are 
aligned by running them through 
the machine only once. 

Gross’ idea effected a longer 
life for circular saws by adding 
a carbide tip blade. Usage be¬ 
tween sharpenings was also in¬ 
creased. A net yearly saving of 
$4,122 is realized by Convair on 
this ESP. 

R. F. Crabtree, Employee Sug¬ 
gestion assistant supervisor, who 
is the “proud papa” of the club 
said: 

“We’re always glad to welcome 
new members into our exclusive 
One Hundred Club. Anyone who 
received $100 or over on his ESP 
is eligible for membership in the 
organization. 

“All you have to do to join is 
look for possibilities around you. 
There’s always an idea that prob¬ 
ably someone has thought of be¬ 
fore, but never suggested. 

“Your application is in the 
nearest ESP box.” 


are temporarily exhausted there, 
cards can be obtained at Em¬ 
ployee Service, Building 32, Plant, 
1 or Employee Service, Plant 2, 
mezzanine, Building 2. 

★ ★ ★ 

Address Corrections 
Sought by Convair 

Convair FW Division this week 
was scheduled to bring up to 
date its file of employee mailing 
addresses in order that it may 
send W-2 forms (used in filing- 
personal income tax returns) to 
the correct addresses. 

Accounting was scheduled to 
deliver to each employee a copy 
of Convair record showing the ad¬ 
dress now on file. If the address 
is not correct, employees are 
urged to correct the address on 
the proper forms. 


In more formal terms, the trend 
at San Diego is to decentralize 
stock rooms, to eliminate locked 
cribs and to distribute line stock 
more widely. The system is in 
effect on major projects at Plant 
1 and is being adopted also at 
Plant 2. 

“Actually the idea isn’t new,” 
W. L. Young, works manager at 
Plant 1 and general coordinator 
of the division’s material distribu¬ 
tion program, said. “It has been 
used to advantage by other manu¬ 
facturers. We expect that the 
open stock system will serve us 
better in providing maximum 
stores keeping at a minimum 
cost.” 

Gradually over the past few 
months at Plant 1 San Diego, 
many locked stock cribs have been 
eliminated and “stock areas” 
created in their place, with identi¬ 
cal parts and materials dispersed 
in open bins or shelves closer to 
production workers. Stock clerks, 
instead of being behind the 
counter of locked cribs, now are 
on the move, keeping an eye on 
supplies throughout their assigned 
areas. 

One refinement is the “mini¬ 
mum bundle.” In line stock areas 
where it is applicable, parts are 
in “bundles” that represent mini¬ 
mum operating needs. When the 
last “bundle” has been broken, 
clerks reorder, knowing that the 
“bundle” has been designed to 
last for the period of time re¬ 
quired to get new stocks. 

Not all items are kept in open 
stock, however. Some which re¬ 
quire additional protection still 
are kept under lock and key. But 
by far the majority of lesser parts 
are now more readily and easily 
available. 

“The plan first went into effect 
in model 340 major assembly and 
then was expanded to include 
other Plant 1 programs where the 
cost savings justified installa¬ 
tion,” J. K. Davant, manufactur¬ 
ing control planning supervisor, 
said. 

“The fact that the change was 
accomplished with a minimum of 
difficulty was a tribute to the 
excellent cooperation between 
manufacturing departments and 
manufacturing control.” 

Convair Invited to 
Coast Guard Dance 

A special invitation was ex¬ 
tended this week to Convair SD 
folk by the Coast Guard Officers 
Wives Club to attend a dance 
Nov. 23 at the Mission Beach ball¬ 
room. 

Proceeds will go to Coast Guard 
Welfare. Tickets, $1.50 a person, 
are available at the Coast Guard 
Air Station at San Diego. Law¬ 
rence Welk and his orchestra will 

r»l q \r 


Extra “Christmas money” was 
jingling in the pockets of several 
Convair San Diego employees this 
week because they had ideas on 
how to save Convair time and 
money. They turned those ideas 
into cash through the Employee 
Suggestion program. 

“Although every approved sug¬ 
gestion warrants attention be¬ 
cause it helps us to do our jobs 
more efficiently, some of those 
approved recently are so simple 
they deserve additional recogni¬ 
tion,” said E. E. Hartzler, SD 
cost reduction supervisor. 

Hartzler mentioned the case of 
Mrs. Lois N. Wahl (Dept. 521) as 
a good example. 

Mrs. Wahl’s job consists of 
comparing sets of tab run cards 
by placing the cards together so 
that light penetrates the punched 
holes. However, to get sufficient 
illumination, she had to hold the 
cards above her head toward the 
ceiling lights. She suggested the 
construction of a small box con¬ 
taining an electric light bulb and 
a glass front over which the cards 


could be placed to get the desired 
light. With the device she turns 
out 8,000 cards a day as compared 
to only 5,000 by the old method. 

“Mrs. Wahl thought at first her 
suggestion was too simple to sub¬ 
mit,” Hartzler added. “But she 
found it was worth $100.” 

George R. Vollmer, Jr. (Dept. 
56) is another who is richer be¬ 
cause of an idea. (He receives 
$97.50 now and an additional $100 
in six months if his idea is still 
in effect.) 

Vollmer’s job involves the lay¬ 
ing of floor panels in production 
airplanes. The old method was to 
mark the panels for drilling, then 
remove and drill and replace per¬ 
manently. Vollmer suggested the 
use of clamps so that panels could 
be placed in the ship once, drilled 
and then bolted into place without 
ever being removed. 

The use of smaller payroll 
checks at all Convair divisions 
came about from a “simple” sug¬ 
gestion offered by C. G. Rodrick 
of Dept. 9. Rodrick received an 
ESP check for $95. 



TAIL TO TAIL—Four Convair-Liner model 340s "got their tails 
together" recently at San Diego as they awaited delivery, making 
this novel design. SD Division during October delivered 14 model 
340s for a new monthly delivery record. Obviously, three are des¬ 
tined to fly for Braniff. Fourth ship is for Philippine Air Lines. Scene 
is flight line at Convair SD. 


Strong Effort Made to Bring Address Records 
Up to Date in Preparation For 'W Mailing 
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MRS. "SANTA"—North Pole's most famous inhabitant is no 
busier these days than is this gifted Convair Pomona wife, who 
"rolls her own" Christmas presents, such as this hand painted tie 
modeled by Irvin Kinsinger at Pomona. 

Art in Metal 


Christmas Presents 'Homegrown' 
For Convair Couple at Pomona 


Shopping for Christmas presents 
is practically a forgotten art at 
the home of Irvin Kinsinger, 
Dept. 6 at Convair Pomona. 

But even though that art may 
be “lost,” it’s hardly missed, for 
Kinsinger's wife, Linda, is con¬ 
siderably more than a triple¬ 
threat performer at hobbies and 
crafts which produce “giveable” 
objects. She specializes, at pres- 



This is tooled copper Chinese 
landscape that won blue ribbon 
at fair. 


ent, in tooled copper and alumi¬ 
num pictures, and one of her large 
copper Chinese landscapes won a 
first prize recently at the Los 
Angeles County Fair. 

“I enjoy creating things,” 
Mrs. Kinsinger said. “When I 
was in college I wanted to be¬ 
come an interior decorator and 
I had completed all of my art 
prerequisites when I decided 
marriage was a more attractive 
career.” 

Lifelike corsages arranged 
from artificial flowers made of 
wood fiber are another of Mrs. 
Kinsinger’s specialties, and inci¬ 
dentally the only hobby she has 
ever commercialized. She sold 
dozens of them, and had back 
orders amounting to over a hun¬ 
dred dollars when she decided 
that the business was interfering 
with her other interests. 

“I was spending practically all 


of my time making flowers,” she 
exlained. “Now I only make them 
for myself, or as gifts.” 

Mrs. Kinsinger also makes pot¬ 
tery, has dabbled in ceramics, 
and has experimented with oil 
painting, but some of her hobbies 
have a more practical aspect. She 
sews—she makes most of her own 
clothes and shirts for Kinsinger 
and their three-year-old son. Tor; 
draperies for their home, etc.— 
and she also hand-paints ties and 
other textiles. Incidentally, she 
makes many of the ties she 
paints. Her most recently acquired 
hobby is knitting. 

“Linda doesn't believe that she 
has great artistic ability, but she 
does have an eye for design and 
color—and a world of patience,” 
Kinsinger said. “And those are 
the main requirements for most 
of her hobbies. She works pains¬ 
takingly for hours where others 
might become discouraged and 
give up.” 

Kinsinger isn't an ardent hobby¬ 
ist himself, but he sometimes 
helps his wife either with advice 
or actual assistance. However, 
he is interested in woodworking, 
and he plans to have a workshop 
in his garage in the near future. 
He has already made several 
pieces of furniture, but he con¬ 
siders his masterpiece is a house 
he built for his dog. 

“It has redwood siding, cedar 
shingles and several other fea¬ 
tures,” he grinned. “And it's 
large enough for a whole pack of 
dogs.” 

Mrs. Kinsinger, however, takes 
her hobbies seriously, and her am¬ 
bition is to open a hobby and gift 
shop. 

“I have several ideas—one in 
particular—which I believe has 
commercial possibilities,” she 
said. “At present I can see only 
two obstacles, mass production 
and a retail outlet. Since Irv is 
an engineer, he could probably 
solve the production problem, and 
the gift shop would provide a 
market.” 


Thoush She's Only 11, Convair Daughter 
Runs Own Costume Jewelry Business 


There is a Convair daughter in 
San Diego who is making quite a 
business out of “working her way 
through college” despite the fact 
she is only 11 and in the sixth 
grade this year. 

She's Margo Griffin, daughter 
of Louise and Percy Griffin (he’s 
in engineering and she is a former 
SD employee), who has organized 
a full-scale business venture com¬ 
plete with employees, marketing 
facilities, a pay roll and an appli¬ 
cation for a copyright on her 
trade name: “Margo.” 

Costume jewelry (original de¬ 
signs of earrings, pins and clips), 
beaded collars and fancy sewing 
are chief products of the firm, 
but she occasionally accepts a 
“sub-contract” job to decorate 
evening dresses and coats with 
sequins or designs. 

A friend of the family, in clos¬ 
ing out a business, gave Margo 
a box of leftover buttons and 
sequins to play with. She fash¬ 
ioned several pieces of costume 
jewelry from them and presented 
the business-wise friend with one. 
Noting the novelty, the friend 
suggested she make more with an 
idea of seeing if they would sell. 
That was in January and her busi¬ 


ness has grown by leaps and 
bounds since with four regular 
outlets in the San Fernando Val¬ 
ley handling “Margo” creations. 
Church bazaars and clubs take out 
articles on consignment and share 
in the profits from sales. 

“Right now I am swamped 
with Christmas orders,” she re¬ 
marked in her best business 
tone. “It keeps my entire staff 
busy to meet them.” 

Her “staff” is composed of 
her mother, who often works 
full-time turning out articles, 
and a great-aunt who fills in 
when needed. She pays each 
according to the type of work 
they happen to be doing and 
records all her transactions in 
a ledger. 

“Even Daddy helps,” she add¬ 
ed. “He is my auditor and indus¬ 
trial relations council on labor 
problems. So far I've had very 
few because everyone knows what 
I expect and works accordingly.” 

“How does she know what type 
of articles to make? 

“By keeping up with the latest 
fads and trying to figure ahead 
what the styles will be next sea¬ 
son,” she explained. “The current 
fad is for things made of mink 
and angora fur and we sell them 
as fast as we can turn them out.” 


Margo buys beads, sequins and 
scraps of fur in large quantities 
and keeps a large stock of jewelry 
mounts on hand. She also keeps 
a business eye peeled for sales of 
things she might re-work. (She 
once bought several beaded purses 
at 15 cents each and rendered 
beads worth about $8 from each.) 

School work and other activities 
like Camp Fire Girls is scheduled 
into her time and she has figured 
out a way to practice arithmetic 
and spelling as she works. 

“But look at these tax forms 1 
have to fill out as a regular busi¬ 
ness firm,” she said. “No wonder 
businessmen have ulcers.” 

Her money, like her time, is 
maintained on a strict schedule, 
with 10 per cent going to “the 
boss” for an allowance and the re¬ 
mainder into her college fund 
after all expenses have been met. 

“Adults are real nice to me in 
business deals although some are 
surprised to find ‘Margo' isn't a 
grown woman,” she added. “I 
guess I take more kidding from 
people who tell me that at the 
rate I’m going I soon won't be 
‘Daddy’s litle income tax deduc¬ 
tion.' 

“Who knows, maybe by the time 
I'm 13 I can add a few more 
employees and let him retire.” 



MARGO 


CONFERENCE—Margo Griffin, I I-year-old owner of costume jewelry firm which bears her first 
name, talks over tax problems with two members of her firm, "auditor" Percy Griffin (Dept. 6 SD) 
and "production worker" Louise Griffin. Youngster manufactures and markets articles to help build 
up fund for college some years hence. 


Four Tie For Housekeep First 
As Fabrication Continues .000 


Fabrication departments at 
Plant 1 won their third straight 
good housekeeping award at San 
Diego during October but had to 
share the honors with plant engi¬ 
neering at Plant 1, T-29 final and 
field operations. 

The spectacular jump of T-29 
final from next to last in the 
standings for September coupled 
with field operation’s moving 
from sixteenth to first place al¬ 
most overshadowed the feat of 
fabrication winning three times 
in succession with perfect scores. 

Material committed only four 
violations for second place and 
plant engineering, Plant 2, moved 


to third from last place in the 
September standings. 

Division average violations per 
employee rose from .023 in Sep¬ 
tember to .029 in October. 

Violations 
Per Employee 
Oct. Sept. 


Fabrication, Plant 1 .000 .000 

Plant Eng., Plant 1 .000 .032 

T-29 Final . .000 .062 

Field Operations .000 .060 

Material .008 .022 

Plant Eng., Plant 2 .011 .077 

R3Y Major .014 .036 

Electronics .014 .001 

Experimental . 015 .001 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 .016 .003 

R3Y Final .022 .047 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 .031 .002 

T-29 Primary & Major .032 .018 

340 Major & Final . .042 .059 

Fabrication, Plant 2 .043 .036 

F-102 & B-36 Comp.045 .060 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 .107 .006 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 .135 .017 


340 Has Arrived! It’s 
Pick of Stowaways 

It would seem that even inter¬ 
national stowaways now recognize 
the Convair-Liner 340 as tops in 
comfort and fast service after an 
incident which occurred recently 
in the Far East. 

Philippine Air Lines' 340 flight 
between Hongkong and Manila 
was about an hour out of Hong¬ 
kong when a pounding noise was 
detected in the area of the rear 
baggage compartment. Removing 
the inter-connecting door between 
the toilet and the baggage com¬ 
partment, the flight stewardess 
and co-pilot discovered a smiling 
oriental who introduced himself 
as a Mr. Pai Ping. 

The stowaway was returned to 
Hong Kong, W. H. Casselberry, 
SD service representative, said. 



JUBILANT—Several Convair SD departments had cause for celebration recently. 
At left above, Supt. W. D. Reed (seated) congratulates his general foremen as 
fabrication places first in housekeeping for third consecutive time, a new record. 
Left to right: A. H. Kimble, A. E. Kemp, H. D. Cromartie, W. V. Gatterman and 
F. J. Eppich. At right T-29 final celebrates with a party. Occasion was remarkable 
boost from 15th place in September to first in October. Left to right: Foremen 


Sam Stearns and Clyde Medearis, Supt. J. P. Hopman, Yale Naliboff of safety, 
General Foreman Carl Uhl and W. L. Young, Plant I works manager. Photo in 
center illustrates latest gimmick to improve housekeeping. It is an "eight-ball 
badge" which General Foreman J.A. Gliebe of Dept. 225 invented. He passes them 
along to foremen whose areas are not perfect and they do same for assistant 
foremen. 
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MASTER CLOCK—Bob Sloan, Dept. 25 at Fort Worth, holds 
levers that are a part of intricate timing set-up at Convair FW. The 
cabinets on either side of the master clock hold program machines 
which regulate the whistles. 

Always on Time 

Grandpa Clock Keeps Whistles 
On Schedule For Convair FW 



INTO THE HOPPER—Floyd Huddleston ond John Perez of Con¬ 
vair FW load new baling machine with trash. After machine gets 
through with this load it will be squashed into a neat package, 
about size of a bale of hay. 

New FW Machine Turns 
Waste Paper Into Cash 


Convair employees accustomed 
to the sound of whistles signaling 
the start of work, smoking break, 
lunch and quitting time no doubt 
take the Fort Worth Division’s 
51 electric signals for granted. 

But to plant engineering de¬ 
partment maintenance crews, see¬ 
ing that the whistles blow—and 
at exactly the correct moment— 
is a matter requiring constant 
vigilance. 

Among other things, it involves 
maintaining hundreds of miles of 
wiring throughout the 563-acre 
reservation, both inside and out¬ 
side the buildings, and also the 
maintenance of 146 time clocks 
which are tied into the same auto¬ 
matic system. 

Master mind of both the whis¬ 
tles and the time clocks is a high¬ 
ly accurate timepiece resembling 
a grandfather’s clock of the old 
days. It and other timing ap¬ 
paratus are located in a small 
locked room in the administration 
building. 


United Air Lines celebrated a 
birthday this week— the first 
anniversary of the use of Con- 
vair-Liner 340s as part of the 
firm’s “Mainliner” system. 

In marking the first birthday, 
the United Air Lines News called 
Convair-Liner service “a lusty in¬ 
fant of which any ‘parent’ could 
be proud and one which promises 
to keep right on growing.” 

United pointed out that 400,000 
passengers had flown 5,000,000 
miles or some 30,000 hours in the 
air since the first “Mainliner Con- 


This granddaddy of all Convair 
FW clocks is encased in glass and 
is timed by a 28-inch pendulum. 
It has proved the most accurate 
of all timepieces, according to 
S. J. O’Leary, general supervisor. 
Even a power failure doesn’t 
bother the master clock, for it is 
dependent on electricity only for 
rewinding. The actual running of 
the clock depends on gravity and 
the swinging of the pendulum. 

Cabinets on either side of the 
clock protect an assortment of 
wheels and gadgets. Included is 
a large program wheel studded 
with pins to designate the time 
the whistles are to blow. Above 
the large wheel is a smaller one 
called a calendar wheel, also 
bristling with tiny pins. These 
determine the days of the months 
when the whistles do their jobs. 

Clock relay mechanisms housed 
in the same area synchronize the 
time clocks with the master 
clocks. If a time clock happens 
to get out of step, the correction 
may be made in the control room. 


vair” (340) was put into service 
Nov. 16, 1952. 

In addition, 8,500 persons have 
inspected Convair - Liners and 
3,000 persons have enjoyed cour¬ 
tesy flights in connection with 
pre-inaugural visits to cities re¬ 
ceiving 340 service. In their first 
year of service, “Mainliner Con- 
vairs” had flown approximately 
90 per cent of all scheduled miles 
and replaced all DC-3s operating- 
east of Chicago. 

United currently has 40 Con¬ 
vair-Liner 340s, with 15 more 
scheduled to be delivered in 1954. 


'British Horses' 
Lose Match Race 
To Texan's Mare 

Maybe the odds were “200 hp 
to one” but Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion employees and interested 
spectators found out the short 
end was the better one. 

The scene was the race track 
near the Halton City area of 
Fort Worth. The main charac¬ 
ters were one chestnut sorrel 
named Cheeta Lea, and a 200- 
horsepower Jaguar. 

Proud owner of the quarter 
horse mare (representing the 
CRA Riding and Roping Activ¬ 
ity) is Ted Yarbrough of de¬ 
velopment. The “Jag” (repre¬ 
senting the Fort Worth Sports 
Car Club) belongs to D. P. 
Wood, also of development. 

It all happened like this, ac¬ 
cording to Yarbrough. 

“There was a lot of bantering 
back and forth as to whether a 
horse could outrun a car. Some 
said ‘Yes’ and some said ‘No.’ 
So we decided to find out.” 

Yarbrough provided the horse 
and Wood brought the Jaguar, 
an English sportscar used for 
racing. The distance was 100 
yards. Both were to start from 
a stationary position, but Wood 
had the motor running and the 
car in gear. Cheeta Lea was in 
gear, too. 

Then it happened. Down the 
track went the horse. So did 
the Jag. But the horse was 
going a lot farther a lot faster. 
The Jag began to gain on the 
horse, but it was too late. 

When the Jag hit the 75-yard 
mark, the horse had already 
won. 

“We wuz robbed,” sportscar 
enthusiasts cried. 

Horse lovers looked very 
smug about the whole thing. 

But co-pilot Willard Johnson 
summed it all up: 

“They told us it would be a 
quarter horse, but they tricked 
us . . . they brought the whole 
horse.” 

Connie's Cost 
Quiz 



* M 

Connie MacSave-it, Convair 
SD's symbol of thrift, comes up 
with a few more questions this 
week on the "cost of living" at 
Convair San Dieqo. 

★ ★ ★ 

1. How many pencils are used 

up at Convair San Diego during 
an average month ? 22,500 ? 

35,000? 42,500? 

2. Approximately how many 
payroll checks are issued annually 
at Convair San Diego? 1,080,000? 
2,600,050? 3,100,000? 

3. How many Employee Sug¬ 

gestions and Cost Improvement 
Proposals are received annually 
by the Convair SD cost reduction 
section? 6,000? 7,000? 9,000? 

4. What is the average award 

paid for Employee Suggestions 
at Convair SD ? $5? $30? 

$62.50? 

* * * 

•0£$ f - 000‘i ’£ 
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Edward Heath Dies 

Edward Thornton Heath, Con¬ 
vair FW Dept. 81 employee, died 
Nov. 2 at the age of 49. 

He is survived by a daughter, 
three brothers, two sisters, and 
three grandchildren. Services 
were conducted in Sagamore Hill 
Baptist Church. Burial was at 
Rose Hill. 


Do you have money to burn? 

Neither does Convair’s Fort 
Worth Division. 

And that’s why a slick new bal¬ 
ing machine has gone into opera¬ 
tion to bale tons and tons of 
paper and cardboard that pre¬ 
viously went up in smoke. 

Selling the waste paper—and 
retrieving usable materials which 
get into trash cans accidentally— 
will result in an estimated saving 
of $125 per day. That means the 
new baler will pay for itself in six 
months time. 

On one day, for example, about 
$45 worth of tools and equipment 
were recovered through the new 
method used in baling the paper. 

The process starts when waste 
paper is picked up from all over 
the plant and taken to the inciner¬ 
ator room. There it is emptied 
and raked into the baling ma¬ 
chine. When the 13-foot pit is 
filled, the baler is closed and up 
to 25,000 pounds of pressure com¬ 
presses the paper and cardboard 
into 1,000-pound bales. 

These bales are then sold to the 
highest bidder on a three month 
contract. The bales are usually 
sold directly to the mill, so they 
are loaded on railroad freight cars 
for shipment. A 1,000-pound bale 
of paper sells for around $10, and 
cardboard for $15. 

But getting the machine in 
there was a king-size job. Plant 
engineering had the task of ex¬ 
cavating a pit for the foundation, 
and knocking out a portion of one 
wall of the building to allow for 
a driveway through the building. 

Approximately 1,500 cubic feet 
of excavation had to be done by 
hand before the steel and concrete 
could be laid. The actual build¬ 
ing of the pit was done on con¬ 
tract with an outside firm, with 
plans and supervision from plant 
engineering. 


Plant engineering also designed 
the plans for the installation of 
the electrically-operated overhead 
door on the south wall. This 
means there is a through-way so 
that minor traffic jams don’t de¬ 
velop in the small building. It 



IN THE TRASH—Jack Hussey 
looks over one day's "loot" re¬ 
covered from trash discarded at 
Convair FW. 

also speeds up the unloading proc¬ 
ess. Dept. 25 completed the 
process with a newly designed 
anchor hook to pull the waste 
paper containers from the trucks. 

The 15,000-pound machine has 
a capacity of six to eight tons an 
hour and will eliminate over 90 
per cent of the paper burning 
formerly done. 

Frank Hartman of plant engi¬ 
neering designed the foundation 
used for the baler, and Richard 
Brigham was general foreman in 
charge of installation. 



CITED—Last month while fishing at Eagle Mountain Lake near 
Fort Worth, C. G. Adams, Convair FW instrument mechanic, saw 
a boat capsize in turbulent waters, dove in and dragged a Fort 
Worth woman to safety. Whether he receives Carnegie Award 
(for which he has been recommended) or not, it was a heroic act. 



Model 340s Have Carried 400,000 
Passengers in Year For United 
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CRA / Convaqueros / and Their Ladies Docey- 


do Together Five Ye 


ars 


STEPPING HIGH—Four Convair FW couples known as the "Convaqueros and 
Convairettes" have been dancing as a square since 1948 when CRA first sponsored 
square dancing. The talented quartet of couples are Chuck and Sunnie Dawson, 
Archie and Wana Hill, Leonard and Kathleen Rucker, and Charles and Alta Jef¬ 
feries. At upper left, they form famous "Texas Star." Upper right hand formation 


is a "Thank You" to their ladies. Lower left is "Cog-the-Wheel" and lower right 
is "Texas Twirl." Gent in the center is Ross Carney, CRA commissioner who also 
instructs and calls. New beginners class starts Monday, Nov. 23 at Northside 
Recreation Building. All interested employees are invited to attend. It's free. 
Only thing you need to do is show up at Recreation Building at 7 p. m. Monday. 


Always Envy Square Dancers? 
CRA Offers Chance to Learn 

“Allemande left and here we go. . . . 

“A right and a left and a docey-do! ,, 

It may sound like gibberish to the uninitiated in the 
ways and words of square dancers, but it needn't! 

Ross Carney, CRA square dance commissioner, is on 


hand every Monday night at the 
Northside Recreation Building to 
teach Convair employees and their 
families all about it. 

And even better—a new class 
will start Monday night, Nov. 23 
—so there’s actually no need for 
putting off learning all the fancy 
steps. 

“Never heard of anyone who 
didn’t have a good time square 
dancing,” said Carney, who in¬ 
structs and does all the calling. 

“It’s a good way to let your 
hair down and really have a ball.” 

All interested Convair em¬ 
ployees are invited to attend the 
new beginners class starting 
Monday, Nov. 23. 


CRA Employee Council 
Views Dance, Play 

CRA employee council members 
had their hands full of entertain¬ 
ment when they met last week at 
the Colonial Cafeteria in Fort 
Worth. 

After the turkey dinner, the 
“Convaqueros and Convairiettes”, 
under the direction of Ross Car¬ 
ney, CRA square dancing com¬ 
missioner, gave a dancing exhibi¬ 
tion. 

Wing and Masque players took 
over after that with a one-act 
play, “The Reformation”, direct¬ 
ed by Murrel Morris. 


Play Tickets Go 
On Sale at CRA 

If you’re looking for low-cost 
entertainment, you can stop your 
search. 

Convair FW thespians will be 
on hand next weekend at the CRA 
Playhouse with their newest pro¬ 
duction, “Bell, Book and Candle.” 
Tickets are on sale at CRA of¬ 
fice for 85 cents. 

The three-act play is guaran¬ 
teed to amuse most anyone and 
everyone with its unusual tale 
of sorcery and romance. 

Jean Harrison plays the role 
of Gillian Holroyd, the bewitch¬ 
ing witch who falls in love with 
her neighbor, Shepherd Hender¬ 
son, played by Clyde Shrell. 

Others in the cast are Betty 
Craig, as Miss Holroyd, Dick 
Lederer as Nicky Holroyd and 
J. D. Goodman as Sidney Red- 
litch. 

Everett Morris is directing the 
play with assistance of Edith 
Growald. 

Performances are at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 27, 28, Dec. 3, 4, 5 at the 
CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill 
Dr. 

CRA Archers Head for 
Woods After Game 

Convair Recreation Association 
archers now have a chance to 
take to the woods and fields, bow 
and arrow in hand, to hunt small 
game and deer. 

H. L. Lucas, CRA archery com¬ 
missioner, announced that ar¬ 
rangements have been made 
which will permit CRA archers 
to hunt at the farm of Ralph 
Jackson near Azle. Hunters wish¬ 
ing to take advantage of the in¬ 
vitation should first contact Lucas 
at 6210 or Jackson at 3250. 

Arrangements also can be made 
for instruction. 

A regular meeting date for the 
group has not been set as yet, 
but will be announced later. 


Is if news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Exf. 5290 



WITCHCRAFT AFOOT—CRA Wing and Masquers bone up on 
their witchcraft for their forthcoming three-act play, "Bell, Book 
and Candle." Shown here are Betty Craig, Clyde Shrell and Jean 
Harrison. Play will run on Nov. 27, 28 and Dec. 3, 4, 5. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday 7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Junioi~ High School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND— G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. Plant-wide tournament 
Nov. 20, 21 C. F. Brewer High School, White Settlement. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235 Duplicate bridge every Friday 
at 7:30 p.m., CRA Center. Party bridge, first and third Friday of each month at 8 p.m., 
CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. General monthly meeting, 8 p.m. 
Nov. 19, CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Dr. Rehearsals 7:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday for “Bell, Book, and Candle.” 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo now under 
way. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice is 
in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. Regular monthly meeting 
for all groups. 7:30 p.m. Nov. 18. Control line flying 2 p.m. Nov. 22. Building in¬ 
struction 7:30 p.m. Nov. 25. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays, CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:00 p.m. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Flugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 


Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 
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DISTAFF SIDE—Two Convair FW basketball players, S. J. Moore, 
Dept. 20-4, and Geneva Curry, Dept. 20-4, give it the old college 
try as Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball commissioner, officiates. They're 
boning up for plant-wide CRA pre-Thanksgiving Tournament. 


“For less than $25 and about 
a month of free time, you can 
build a honey of a model airplane 
—with a motor.” 

Those are the words of R. J. 
Heist, CRA model airplane com¬ 
missioner, encouraging people 
who are interested in model air¬ 
plane building and flying to join 
the CRA activity. 

“A lot of people think it’s an 
expensive hobby, but actually it 
isn’t. Oh sure, you can put a lot 
of money into it,” Heist said, “but 
it’s not necessary.” 

Instruction and building classes 
meet each Wednesday at the CRA 
Center starting at 7:30 p.m. 

“We’re always glad to have 
new members or people who want 
to find out a little bit about it.” 

Heist also said that radio con¬ 
trol model airplane flyers meet 
every other Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m. at the CRA Center. Instruc¬ 
tion on this advanced type of 
model airplane work and flying 
is available at that time. 


CRA Plans Dances for All 

A series of Saturday night 
dances featuring top flight bands 
are being planned by CRA for 
Convair FW employees. Tickets 
will be sold at the CRA office. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from I. M. Pemberton, 
CRA dance commissioner, ext. 
3121. 


VITAL EQUIPMENT—CRA fable tennis commissioner, John Ran¬ 
gel, packs his bag, while three-year old daughter, Becky, looks on. 
Rangel was headed for the recent Gulf-coast table tennis tourna¬ 
ment in Houston. A delegation from Convair participated in the 
meet against top-flight Gulf Coast players. 

Table Tennis Teams Compete 
In Tournament at Houston 

Convair FW’s table tennis players converged on Houston 
last weekend to try for a flock of trophies in the annual 
Gulf Coast Table Tennis Tournament. 

Although matches have been completed, no results were 
available at Convairiety press time. 

Convair players representing 


CRA in the men’s singles division 
were: Jim Collin, John Rangel, 
R. A. Gault, C. E. Hurst, Dub 
Ballow, Louie Lancer, and L. E. 
Callaway. 

Paired in men’s doubles were: 
Collin and Rangel, Gault and 
Hurst, and Ballow and Lancer. 

Peggy Hardcastle, Lydia Nor¬ 
man, Jeanneane Bavousette, 
Frankie Berry, Loretta McNiel, 
Claudia Hurst, and Lupe Rangel 
played in the Women’s singles 
division. All except Mrs. Rangel 
were scheduled for ladies doubles. 

Mixed doubles entrants were: 
Lancer and Frankie Berry, Collin 
and Peggy Hardcastle, Callaway 
and Lydia Norman, Gault and 
Loretta McNiel, Ballow and Jean¬ 
neane Bavousette, Charles and 


Claudia Hurst, and John and Lupe 
Rangel. 

Uniform jerseys were worn by 
the Convair team. 


Collectors Prepare 
For Exhibition 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, this week urg¬ 
ed collectors to get their exhibits 
in shape for the up-coming plant¬ 
wide exhibit at the CRA Center 
2 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 12. 

Prizes will be awarded winners 
in several divisions of competi¬ 
tion. 

Cacheted covers of the stamp 
and coin exhibit will be available 
at the show for 10 cents apiece. 

Further information may be 
obtained from White, ext. 2250, 
or CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Deer Hides Are 
Sought for Aid 
To TB Victims 

Convair FW hunters who are 
spending their weekends tromping 
through the woods in search of 
deer can do a good deed with 
their kill. 

Bill Parrish, CRA hunting com¬ 
missioner, said this week that pa¬ 
tients in state tuberculosis hos¬ 
pitals make valuable use of the 
hides in therapeutic work. 

The hides may simply be tied, 
tagged and sent express collect 
to the Austin Taxidermist Studio 
in Austin. The studio cures the 
hides, then delivers them to the 
state. 

Parrish also reminded hunters 
to submit their entries to the 
CRA office, ext. 5141, in the 
plantwide deer event. Prizes will 
be awarded employees bagging 
biggest out of state deer and 
biggest white-tailed deer in 
Texas. 

Entries must be verified at a 
reputable weigh-in station. 

Annual Bowling 
Tournament Near 

Entries for the Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association plant-wide 
tournament have been coming in 
steadily, according to H. G. Star- 
key, CRA bowling commissioner. 
Deadline was Nov. 14. 

“It looks like it’s going to 
be a big tournament this year,” 
he said, “and we have high hopes 
for the best yet.” 

The tournament is open to men 
and women employees and mem¬ 
bers of their families and will 
be held Dec. 5-6 at Bowlanes. 

In women’s competition, handi¬ 
caps will be based on 75 per cent 
of the difference between average 
and 180. In men’s, the handicap 
will be based on two-thirds of the 
difference between average and 
that of Class A, 200; Class B, 
190 and Class C, 180. 

Trophies to be awarded the 
winning bowlers are on display 
at Bowlanes. 

Only keglers who have bowled 
15 or more games in any one 
league are eligible to compete 
in the tourney. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained in the CRA office, ext. 
5141 or from Starkey at 6290. 


NOW AND THEN—Pert Beverly Burmeister is a veteran per¬ 
former in Convair Christmas shows—she's been in six of them. Inset 
shows how Beverly looked when she was named "Little Miss Amer¬ 
ica" several years ago. Other photo shows the teenager in a 1953 
pose which won her a "Miss Casino" title. 


Turkeys and More Turkeys Up 
For CRA Basketball Winners 


and Mrs. R. E. Burmeister, in 
Tarrant County. 

Her hobbies? Add horseback 
riding to the list of talents, She 
also helps her father raise tur¬ 
keys and pheasants. 


One-Time 'Little Miss America 7 
In Christmas Show Sixth Time 

The saying has it that the third time's a “charm", but 
in the case of Beverly Burmeister, the sixth time amounts 
to more than a double amount of charm. 

The sixth time is Beverly’s appearance for the sixth con¬ 
secutive year in the CRA Annual Christmas Party and 
Melody on Ice show to be held 
this year at Will Rogers Coliseum 
on Dec. 15-21. 

Convair audiences first noticed 
a cute little blonde skater in 1948 
when Beverly and Larry Roque- 
more did a jitterbug dance rou¬ 
tine. Next year, after winning 
the title of “Little Miss America” 
in Hollywood, she skated in Con- 
vair’s first ice show, “Melody on 
Ice.” 

In 1950 she was ready to solo 
as the “China Doll.” A year later 
she was “Little Bo Peep.” In 
1952 the Charleston got a new 
twist—on ice. Beverly imperson¬ 
ated Ginger Rogers (who got her 
start in a Fort Worth dancing 
contest by doing the Charleston). 

And in 1953 something new 
will be added. Beverly, whose 
talents seem to be infinite—will 
do a little baton twirling and 
skating as the “Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi.” 

The pert teenager started her 
career with dancing lessons when 
she was three. This summer she 
was chosen “Miss Casino of 1953” 
and was runner-up in the “Cats” 
beauty contest. 

Beverly has appeared in movies 
and on TV in New York, Dallas, 

Houston and Fort Worth. 

But all the honors and fame 
have seemingly had no effect on 
the Paschal High honor student. 

She and her sister Judy live on 
a farm with their parents, Mr. 


Party Bridge Open 
To All on Friday 

It’s party night again at the 
CRA Center this Friday, Nov. 
20, for bridge players who like 
to be sociable about it. 

Foursomes are invited to get 
together from 8 to 10 p.m. the 
first and third Fridays of each 
month for the games. 

There is no charge, and prizes 
will be awarded. 


Monday is Deadline 
For Photo Contest 

CRA Camera Club members 
have until Monday, Nov. 23, to 
get their entries in the quarterly 
camera club contest ready for the 
judges. 

Monday is the deadline for en¬ 
tries to be judged Dec. 7 at the 
regular camera club session. 
There is no set subject matter 
for the black and white and color 
slide work. 

Sharpshooters met Nov. 16 at 
the CRA Center, where “shoes” 
was named as the subject matter 
for the next month’s contest. The 
last photographic topic was 
“leaves.” 


Turkeys, turkeys, and more turkeys will be on hand for 
the winning team of the CRA plant-wide pre-Thanksgiving 
basketball tournament. 

Hoopsters will gather at C. F. Brewer High School in 
White Settlement at 7 p.m. on Nov. 20 and 21 for the event. 

Convair teams which have already 
formed will participate and Ed 
Tucknies, CRA Cage commission¬ 
er, urged other groups to join 
the play. 

Women will have a chance to 
show their skill in an especially 


staged contest of free throws. No 
women’s teams have been formed 
to compete in the tourney. 

A turkey will be awarded to 
each member of the tournament¬ 
winning team and runners-up will 
get fruit cakes. Chickens will also 
be awarded. 

Entry deadline is noon tomor¬ 
row, Nov. 19. 


Model Builders 


Invite Newcomers 
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CONVAIRIETY 


November 18, 1953 


Convair Fort Worth Battens Down The Hatches' For Fall Weather 



luniw^ 


LET 'ER BLOW—When one of season's first rain squalls dunked Fort Worth 
recently it found Convair FW Division prepared with foul weather togs. In center 
is Aldene Martin of Dept. 22-1, well protected in plastic. At left L. R. Erwin and 
E. E. Miller of Dept. 91 appear as though they might be on a North Pole expedi- i 


tion, but actually they are just prepared to defy Fort Worth elements. At right 
Guard O. P. Baker lashes down canopy between cafeteria and administration 
building at FW, a new kind of "curtain call." Not shown are novel "tents" into 
I which B-36s thrust their noses so Convair folk can work in greater comfort. 


Visiting Congressmen Impressed 
On Inspection of B-36 Production 


Three congressmen who have a 
substantial hold on U. S. purse 
strings took a look at Convair FW 
Division earlier this month and 
expressed their satisfaction. 

Said Rep. E. P. Scrivner of 
Kansas: 

“I was very well impressed with 
the setup here. The job you folks 
do on the B-36 has been well 
demonstrated. 

“We were especially impressed 
with the general attitude of those 
in the plant and with the end 
result.” 

Also on the tour were Rep. 
George Mahon of Texas and Rep. 
Roman I. Hruska of Nebraska. 
All are members of the House 
appropriations sub-committee on 
a tour of Air Force bases and air¬ 
craft plants. 

From Convair they went to 
Carswell, where they were equal¬ 
ly impressed, although inclement 
weather hindered close inspection. 

The group was here on a cross 
country tour to get background 
for budget hearings in the next 
session of Congress. 

Others in the group were 


Lanphier to Speak 
On Aviation Program 
This Week in Dallas 

Thomas G. Lanphier, Jr., Con¬ 
vair vice-president and assistant 
to the president, will be a princi¬ 
pal speaker at a symposium to 
be held in Dallas this weekend 
in the Texas State Fair building. 

Sponsored by the Dallas Council 
of World Affairs and the Dallas 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, the 
symposium on aviation is being 
held in observance of the 50th 
anniversary of powered flight. 
Convair FW division will sponsor 
an exhibit with slides and narra¬ 
tion depicting 30 years with Con¬ 
vair. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Montgomery, 
Eighth Air Force commander at 
Carswell AFB, will also be a 
guest speaker. 



Daddy, couldn’t we buy a bet¬ 
ter house? John wants to marry 
me but he doesn’t like this loca¬ 
tion. 


Samuel Crosby, executive secre¬ 
tary of the committee; R. D. Ben¬ 
son, Air Force deputy for ac¬ 
counting and financial manage¬ 
ment; and Maj. Gen. M. J. Asen- 
sio, Air Force director for budget 
and program management. 

From Fort Worth they went to 
Kelly AFB, San Antonio. Other 
stops will be at USAF guided 
missile headquarters at White 
Sands, N. M.; Air Defense Com¬ 
mand Headquarters at Colorado 
Springs; and the Strategic Air 
Command, Omaha. 


RAF Bomber Chief 
Inspects B-36 Line 

Air Marshal G. H. Mills, chief 
of Royal Air Force bomber 
operations, inspected production 
of the world’s largest bomber, 
the B-36, recently on a tour 
through Convair FW Division. 

The Briton was on a tour of 
Strategic Air Command instal¬ 
lations throughout the nation. 
With him on the trip to Convair 
and Carswell Air Force Base 
was Brig. Gen. William H. 
Blanchard, deputy director of 
SAC operations. Blanchard 
formerly was Eighth Air Force 
operations director at Carswell. 



IMPRESSED—Convair FW made a good impression on recent 
visitors from Washington, D.C. Shown being greeted by FW Divi¬ 
sion Manager August C. Esenwein, right, are: Maj. Gen. M. J. 
Asensio, Reps. E. P. Scrivner, George H. Mahon, Roman L. Hruska. 


First Convair Man Freed 
By Reds, Left For Dead 
In Battered Marine Tank 

Andrew Aquirre returned to Convair San Diego last 
week after more than three years absence during which 
he fought in Korea, was left for dead in a disabled tank, 
played hide and seek with Chinese before his capture, 
spent a year constantly on the move as prisoner of first 
one Chinese unit and then another, and a year and a half 
fighting hunger, lice and “brain washing” in a prison 
camp. 


Discharged from the Marines as 
a sergeant, Aquirre is the first 
Convair SD ex-POW to return. 
He was in Dept. 225 when he 
took military leave in July, 1950, 
and last week went to work in 
Dept. 35. 

“Boy, how those Chinese ‘inter- 
preters’ can murder the English 
language!” Aquirre recalled. 
“That was about the only amuse¬ 
ment we had, laughing at them 
to ourselves while they were 
handing us this stuff. I used to 
cross them up by mixing Spanish 
with English. We didn’t dare 
smile, but we were laughing in¬ 
side.” 

After landing at Inchon with 
his tank battalion and driving 
northward, Aquirre was trapped 
in a disabled tank with three 
companions as Chinese troops 
swarmed across the Yalu. 

“Our guns worked but we 
couldn’t move. They crawled all 
over our tank but couldn’t get to 
★ ★ ★ 


Convair Cigarette Lighter That Flew and Fought 
In Korea Returns From POW Camp and 'Retires 


A Convair cigarette lighter, 
“repatriated” from a Chinese 
prisoner of war camp, beat An¬ 
drew Aguirre (cols. 4 and 5) back 
to San Diego by several weeks. 

The lighter, one of hundreds of 
souvenirs carrying the engraved 
likeness of the XF-92, came back 
in the pocket of Lt. Col. John G. 
Giraudo, USAF, who returned it 
to W. C. Keller, Convair SD staff 
engineer, on the theory that a 
lighter that had gone through 
such violent experiences had earn¬ 
ed retirement. Keller received it 
in the mail along with a letter 
from Giraudo giving the high¬ 
lights of the lighter’s career (as 
well as his own) since the flyer 
received the lighter as a gift 
v/hile on duty at Convair SD in 
1952 in connection with the F-102 
project. 

Since leaving San Diego the 
lighter “has probably traveled by 
more varied means than most 
Zippos do in a lifetime,” Giraudo 
wrote. 

“I find that Zippo was air¬ 
borne in 17 different makes of 
aircraft, rode 13 categories of 
vehicles, seven types of water 
craft, traveled by foot, piggy¬ 
back and horesback, besides ex¬ 
periencing miscellaneous move¬ 
ment by gocart, elevator, ejec¬ 
tion seat and parachute. 


“He hasn’t changed a bit for 
wear, in spite of the extremes of 
diet. I’ve fed him all brands of 
lighter fluid, various octanes of 
aircraft and auto gasoline and 
kerosene. His most trying mo¬ 
ment was trying to digest Chinese 
gas. There followed a brief rest 
and recuperation period for him 
at that time, however, during 
which his services weren’t missed 
as there were no cigarettes.” 

The most exciting point in the 
lighter’s career came in June of 
1953 after Zippo had joined a 
fighter interceptor outfit with his 
owner and helped shoot down two 



"RETIRED"—Home from wars 
is this Convair lighter after re¬ 
markable career. 


MIG 15s and score a couple of 
probables. 

“Instead of a normal F-86 land¬ 
ing in South Korea, we took the 
ejection seat and parachute route 
to North Korea,” the colonel con¬ 
tinued. “For once Zippo took a 
‘back-back’ seat because we made 
our first move piggy-back atop 
a Chinese soldier.” 

(What Giraudo didn’t tell in his 
story of the lighter was that 
after successfully parachuting to 
earth he was captured and though 
standing with arms raised in 
capitulation a North Korean sol¬ 
dier shot him through the 
shoulder with a burp gun. There 
followed solitary confinement in 
a dirt floored hut without medical 
attention and long interrogations 
under threat of death. Miracu¬ 
lously, his wound healed by itself 
and ultimately he was released, 
though several weeks after the 
armistice. Currently he is sta¬ 
tioned at Nellis AFB for re¬ 
search and development work on 
aerial gunnery.) 

“To my way of thinking, 
Zippo has lived!” the colonel 
closed his leter. 

“So, I return him to you, Bill, 
with sadness but knowing that 
he will spend the remainder of 
his life in sunny Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. ...” 


us. We killed lots of them. After 
about a half hour we were run¬ 
ning out of ammo. They brought 
up an anti-tank gun and blasted 
away at us and finally left us for 
dead.” 

For the next two days the four 
Marines dodged Chinese patrols. 
Aquirre, who had picked up some 
Chinese during World War II 
service, used his smattering of the 
language to pass outposts, but 
finally their luck ran out. They 
were pinned down by bullets and 
hog-tied. 

“The Reds had no organization 
for prisoners at all. They just 
dragged us along with them, pass¬ 
ing us from one rear unit to an¬ 
other. We ate whatever scraps 
we could lay hands on. The cold 
was the worst. It was 25 or 30 
below zero.” 

Eventually Aquirre and his 
companions were turned over to 
an organized POW camp and set¬ 
tled down to a daily routine of 
“lectures” and mental and physi¬ 
cal strain. 

“I used to dream of being let 
loose in a grocery store at home!” 

At Freedom Village Aquirre got 
the sight that meant the most to 
him. Brought in by trucks the 
American POWs were turned over 
to smartly uniformed U. S. mili¬ 
tary police. 

“I never knew an MP would 
look so good to me!” 



FIRST HOME—Convair SD's 
first ex-POW is back, wearing his 
Marine cap. 















































































Cautious Holiday 


Driving Called For to Foil 


Death on Highways 




CHRISTMAS CHEER OR TRAGEDY?—With holiday season approaching, Con- 
vair FW drivers are asked to redouble caution so that Christmas will be happy and 
not tragic. Above are four dangerous driving practices to be avoided: passing on 


hill; taking "middle of road;" drinking before or while driving (posed by Cleo Law¬ 
rence of traffic, and a demonstration only); wrong arm signal. Most dangerous 
practice of all is not shown. That is speeding. 
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CONVAIR SANTA—Convair FW Santa Claus (Milt Stewart) looks very much the part in his role for 
the Convair Christmas Party and Ice Show, to be held Dec. 16-21 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 


B-36 Business in Spares 
Looms Big at Convair 

Spare parts now being delivered amount to more 
than 60 per cent of the dollar value of B-36s going to the 
Air Force monthly, according to W, N. Liddle, Convair 
FW Division spares supervisor. 


New Service 
Pins on Way 

Convair FW employees whose 
hire dates fall on or after Nov. 
17, 1948, will be the first to be 
eligible for the new type five- 
year pins at the Fort Worth Di¬ 
vision. 

These pins are scheduled for 
distribution about Jan. 1, or as 
soon after as they become avail¬ 
able. 

The service emblem is a replica 
of the new official Convair in¬ 
signia with the word CONVAIR 
appearing at the top of the emb¬ 
lem and the length of service at 
the bottom. They will vary with 
the length of service. Five year 
pins will be 1/10 10 carat gold 
filled with a red enamel border 
and a blue eagle. 

Ten year pins are 10 carat solid 
gold with green enamel border 
and a pearl. Fifteen-year pins 
are 14 carat solid gold with a 
blue enamel border and a syn- 
(Continued on Page 2)- 


While new airplane production 
was stretched out, sale of spare 
parts continues at almost the rate 
before the stretch-out,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

And while national security con¬ 
siderations prevent publication of 
production and cost figures, it can 
be revealed that both airplane 
sales and spare part sales to sup¬ 
port the ever-growing numbers of 
B-36s in service run into the mil¬ 
lions of dollars monthly. 

Some idea of the volume of 
spares business is indicated by 
the lumber required to crate 
spare parts. With the lumber used 
in a year, a total of 488 five-room 
houses could be built f 

Supplying spares for as com¬ 
plex an aerial weapon as B-36s is 
a bigger job than driving a Ford 


to a garage for a new fan belt. 

For B-36s, Air Force depots 
stock more than 8,000 Convair T 
supplied parts. This total includes 
all parts made at Convair FW 
plus parts obtained by sub-con- 
tract or purchase—everything in 
or on a B-36 except government- 
furnished aeronautical equipment 
(GFAE). 

In size, the parts range from 
a complete horizontal stabilizer to 
screws so tiny they can barely 
be seen with the naked eye. Ship¬ 
ping a horizontal stabilizer to 
SAAMA (San Antonio Air Mate¬ 
rial Area) requires everything but 
an act of congress; special per¬ 
mission to negotiate federal high¬ 
ways with that load on a truck 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Holiday Theme 
Marks Lavish 
CRA Ice Show 


Convair Recreation Association's Christmas extrava¬ 
ganza, “Melody On Ice," will have its opening date just 
two weeks from today—Dec. 16. Top flight professional 
figure skaters, as well as Convair talent, will present the 
16-act ice show under the direction of Jane Zeiser of 
Dallas. 


Lucille Ash, Sully Kothman 
and Carol Williams will star in 
the performance, assisted by such 
Convair skaters as Glenna and 
Nicky Carter, Larry Roquemore, 
Barbara Jean Miellmier, Sara Lee 
Jenkins and scores of others. 

Glenn Carter, CRA ice skating 
commissioner, will be musical di¬ 
rector of the CRA orchestra 
which will play for each perform¬ 
ance. 

The show will run nightly at 
Will Rogers Coliseum from Dec. 
16 through Dec. 21 with a Sunday 
matinee. 

Featured numbers range from 
“A Christmas Party” starring 
Santa’s good little girls and boys, 
to a “New Year’s Eve Ball” finale 
with the entire cast. 

Other acts ..include “Up and 
Over,” “Flirtatious Four,” “Miss 
Petite and Pretty,” “Hockey 
Shenanigans,” “Sm-o-o-o-th Skat- 
in,” “Convair Collegiate Capers,” 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Brittain New 
Club President 

Jack Brittain was installed as 
the new Convair Management 
Club president at Convair FW 
last week at a 
fellowship night 
meeting Nov. 25 
at the Casino. 
He succeeds 
Ray Kendall, 
who was presi¬ 
dent for 1952- 
53. 

A. E. Clement, 
Dept. 6, was in¬ 
stalled as first 

Jack Brittain shift vice presi¬ 
dent and W. F. Sutton as Second 
shift vice president. 

Other officers are N. L. John¬ 
son, Dept. 26-1, treasurer; G. E. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Speed Blamed 
In Majority of 
Traffic Deaths 

Thirty-three trips to New 
York City and back . . . 

That's the mileage (about 
100,000 miles) that Convair 
Fort Worth Division traffic 
Department automobile op¬ 
erators have driven in the 
past year without an acci¬ 
dent, according to W. R. 
Neal, chief of traffic. 

“And our last accident,” he re¬ 
ported, “was over a year ago in 
Dallas when a motor scooter ran 
into a Convair car. Our driver was 
absolved of all blame.” 

Neal and Fred R. Temple, 
safety engineering supervisor, be¬ 
lieve that such a record could be 
equaled by other Convair employ¬ 
ees. But, unfortunately, it isn’t. 

“Naturally, we recognize that 
there are more drivers who are 
Convair employees than would fall 
into any comparable category in 
Fort Worth,” Temple said. “But 
it nevertheless is too bad that a 
Convair employee is at the wheel 
in one out of every five accidents 
in Tarrant County.” 

From experience gained by 
traffic department drivers and 
from statistics gathered on a na¬ 
tion-wide basis, Temple said that 
indications are that “3-D” condi¬ 
tions are the most dangerous in 
driving: dawn, dusk and dark¬ 
ness. 

Another principal cause of acci¬ 
dents (a type Convair employees 
see with sickening regularity) is 
driving too close behind another 
car — regardless of speeds in¬ 
volved. 

Temple also pointed out that 
driving madly down the highway 
(Continued on Page 2) 



Bring Your Discarded Toys! Club to 


Rebuild Them For Needy Kids 


“Operation-Fixatoy” will get 
under way at Convair Fort 
Worth Division tomorrow, Dec. 
3, to provide a better Christmas 
for hundreds of Fort Worth 
children for whom the Yuletide 
might otherwise bring slim 
pickin’s. 

“Operation-Fixatoy” is the 
code name dreamed up by the 


Convair Management Club for 
its project to collect toys, make 
whatever “fixes” are necessary 
to put them into good shape, 
and then to put them in good 
hands at Christmas time. 

Ray Kendall, outgoing club 
president, announced that all 
employees are encouraged to 
search their garages, attics and 


wherever else they might find 
damaged or outgrown toys. 

Collection boxes for the toys 
will be at employee gates be¬ 
ginning tomorrow, Dec. 3. 

“We can use toys, children’s 
books and most anything else 
that could be made into a nice 
Christmas present for a young¬ 
ster,” said Kendall. 


All employees likewise—both 
men and women—are invited to 
join Management Club members 
in the fixing. Men will make 
the mechanical repairs, but the 
club hopes women employees 
and Convair wives will take 
over the job of making new 
dresses for dolls and the like. 

How and where you may vol¬ 


unteer will be found on time 
clocks. 

“There isn’t much time left,” 
said Kendall. “We’ve got to 
work fast.” 

Fixatoy was the bright idea 
of G. N. Nesbitt of plant engi¬ 
neering and Fred Carlile, pho¬ 
tography supervisor. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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CONVAIRIETy 


December 2, 1953 


/<y Sock Ch tried 


Service Pins 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the period Nov. 29 through Dec. 
13: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, J. P. Avery, 
H. D. Kuykendall. Dept. 6. N. N. Lacy, 
Jr., T. F. Paniszczyn, R. M. Voigt, H. 
Weimer. Dept. 11, E. L. Lagesse. 

Dept. 20, A. T. Stegall. Dept. 22. 
W. A. Draper, W. L. Lewis, J. P. 
Mullins, R. S. Stocks. Dept. 24, I. Wil¬ 
son. Dept. 25, R. L. Ellis. W. H. Sim. 
mons. 

Dept. 27, C. C. Johnston, Jr., T. C. 
Powers, A. E. Sisk, W. C. Stephens. 
Dept. 30, R. H. Baucom. Dept. 31, G. 
W. Carter, J. D. Christian, J. F. Curl, 
E. R. Fanning, R. S. Todd. Dept. 43, 

A. L. Simmons. 

Dept. 44, A. Martin, E. L. Oden. 
Dept. 46, J. L. Ballinger, S. P. Edin¬ 

burgh. Dept. 47, A. D. Jenkins, V. M. 
Parr, C. R. Robbins. Dept. 48, J. T. 

Muse, J. H. Ragsdale. 

Dept. 50, J. T. Short. Dept. 63, T. 

A. Holland. Dept. 64. O. C. Cawyer, 
H. N. Day, J. E. Heflin, W. M. Ross. 
C. L. Stiles. Dept. 75, W. L. Johnson. 
Dept. 81, J. B. Carson, F. E. Cole, S. 

B. Lain, J. S. Warren. Dept. 82, J. 
Marbut, P. W. Wilkinson. Dept. 92, C. 
M. Sampley. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, R. B. Craig. 
Dept. 4, B. S. H. Burns. Dept. 6, C. 

C. Crickman, E. E. Eichholtz, O. M. 

Gee M. C. Lefevre, E. W. Morris. 

Dept. 9, M. S. Hyde, R. T. Nordeck. 

Dept. 14, H. D. Hampton, J. S. Rob¬ 
erson. Dept. 15, J. F. Bell, P. C. Brown, 
J. E. Burnett, A. D. Tanner, P. P. 
Tyner. Dept. 20, L. H. Holly, T. A. 
Odom, D. T. Wooten. 

Dept. 22, J. E. Foster, J. R. Law- 
son. N. P. Lennox, R. H. Shackelford, 
J. E. Wise. Dept. 24, H. G. Sadler, N. 
H. Thomas. Dept. 25, V. E. Bramlett. 
Dept. 27, S. C. Butler, J. D. Johnson, 
C. E. King, T. E. Seale, G. W. War- 
ren. 

Dept. 30, W. H. Delange. Dept. 31. 
R. Barden, W. E. Beck, T. F. Boat- 
right, T. Braley, E. R. Buckelew O. 
H. Campbell, C. B. Harris, I. Rath 
Dept. 43, C. H. Dewveall, R. E. Nich¬ 
olas. Dept. 44, A. R. Reese, W V. 
Sims. Dept. 45, L. Newell, S. L. New¬ 
ton, J. L. Tye, W. M. Walker, P. B. 

Washburn. _ i. v 

Dept. 46, N. P. Blair, Jr.. P. Bletsch, 
E E. Hubbard, M. L. Joiner, D. W. 
Williams. Dept. 47, L. L. Kinson. Dept. 
65, D. M. Hamilton, L. D. Hopkins. 

Dept. 73, R. B. Greeney, A. L. May- 
field. Dept. 81, D. Kappel, M. O. Sco- 
gin. Dept. 82, F. C. Behl, G. C. Keith, 

B. L. Stokes. Dept. 91, J. C. Ellis, T. 

L. Hendricks, R. C. Stewart. Dept. 92, 
B. W. McWilliams. Dept. 93, C. Black¬ 
wood, D. L. Shafer. Dept. 94, M. L. 

Ruland. Dept. 95, H. G. Robeson. 



But the 

Odds that 


You Will 

be Killed 

If in an 

At a constant 

You can drive 

Accident 

Speed of 

200 miles in: 

Are: 

45 mph 

4 hrs. 27 min. 

I in 16 

55 mph 

3 hrs. 39 min. 

1 in 12 

65 mph 

8 hrs. 5 min. 

1 in 6 | 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision, effective Nov. 17, 1953: 

Dept. 4, Material: to material control 
assistant supervisor, N. R. F. Behnke, 
G. H. Whitlock; to material control 
supervisor, C. C. Utley. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to group en¬ 
gineer, J. H. Reuther; to technical as¬ 
sistant supervisor, A. P. Arnold; to de¬ 
sign engineer, G. W. Koonce; to senior 
design engineer, A. R. McConnell; to 
nuclear engineer, J. T. Pancoast, II ; 
to process analyst, R. J. Stout. 

To flight test senior enginer, F. A. 
Wirth, Jr.: to design engineer, J. 
Whalley, Jr. ; to propulsion engineer, 
M. E. Baker; to design group q^gineer, 
P. J. Mais; to nuclear engineer, V. A. 
McKay. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer A, J. R. De- 
zelle, N. Robinson. D. C. Verdery. 

Dept. 9. Accounting: to tabulating 
supervisor, B. H. Brown, Jr. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: to traffic admin¬ 
istrative assistant supervisor, C. E 
Beale. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant foreman, 
L. C. Calhoun, H. M. Stone. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
to tool manufacturing assistant fore¬ 
man, R. C. Jeter. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

George O. Davis and family take this 
opportunity to thank Convair friends 
for their kindness during their recent 
bereavement. 

• * * 

We would like to express our heart¬ 
felt appreciation for the sympathetic 

words and cards, and the beautiful floral 
offerings received at the death of our 
loved one, James Harve Niekles. 

The J. H. Niekles Family (Dept. 22) 

* * * 

We wish to take this opportunity to 
express to our friends and fellow work¬ 
ers our most sincere appreciation for 
your thoughtfulness of our beloved son. 
It was an inspiration to have your ef¬ 
forts, prayers and visits during his ill¬ 
ness and our bereavement. The flowers 
were most comforting. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. D. Harmon, Dept. 

22 - 1 . 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST — Warren wriot watch with 
spring type expansion band. Believed 
lost on Dock 37 or between Dock 37 
and Dept. 91 office. A. B. McCillion, 
Dept. 95. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $360.72 for the 
week ending Nov. 19, 1953. 

Dept. 11, Contract; D. L. Harper. 
Dept. 24, Tooling; E. L. Cannon. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering; B. P. 
Wingo. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production ; A. 

C. Hicks. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: 
R. A. Rhodes. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench ; W. W. 
Bateman. 

Dept. 75, Electronics; W. E. Allen. 
Dept. 76, Armament ; J. E. Smith, J. 
R. Parker. 

Dept. 94, Modernization ; L. J. Har- 

riH. 


Speed Blamed 
In Majority of 
Traffic Deaths 

(Continued from Page 1) 
saves a lot less time than many 
people think—and is a lot more 
deadly. 


“With the odds against you,” 
Temple continued, “it seems 
smarter to start earlier and drive 
slower.” 

Most traffic deaths result from 
speeding, whereas pedestrian 
deaths result from crossing the 
street during twilight hours and 
from failure to cross at desig¬ 
nated intersections. 

December has been designated 
as “Pedestrian Safety Month” by 
the National Safety Council, Tem¬ 
ple said. 

“Last year 8,600 pedestrians 
were killed—35 per cent of them 
trying to cross the street—not at 
the intersection.” 

Temple listed 10 rules for 
motorists and pedestrians to fol¬ 
low in preventing traffic acci¬ 
dents: 

1. Know your vehicle and how 
it will respond. 

2. Don’t be a show-off. 

3. Drive with speed that fits 
the conditions. 

4. Cooperate with other motor¬ 
ists. 

5. Be courteous to others. 

6. Don’t drink. 

7. Allow plenty of time in mak¬ 
ing the trip. 

8. Cross streets and highways 
at designated intersections. 

9. Rest a few minutes after 
every 100 or 150 miles. 

10. Remember the Golden Rule. 



"CHRISTMAS" WRAPPING—A spare part is wrapped for shipment to SAAMA by L. I. Layne 
(Dept. 20-3) in upper photos, and at lower right, Corrine Decker helps with packing ticket. At lower 
left is close-up of some of smallest parts shipped, with a dime for size comparison. Some are so tiny 
that a sneeze would scatter them. 


B-36 Business in Spares 
Looms Big at Convair 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

TURNER—Son, Loyd L., 7 lbs., 12 
oz., born Nov. 12 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Loyd L. Turner, Dept. 2-5. 


Hew Service 
Pins on Way 

(Continued from Page 1) 
thetic blue sapphire. 

Twenty-year pins will also be 
14 carat solid gold but with a 
black enamel border and a syn¬ 
thetic ruby. Twenty-five year 
pins will be identical to the twen¬ 
ty-year pins with a four point 
single cut diamond instead of the 
ruby. Finally, 30-year pins will 
be 14 carat solid gold with a 
white enamel border and a four 
point full cut diamond. 

Records are maintained in the 
personnel department with 
monthly reviews of service dates 
for the purpose of awarding these 
service emblems. 

Five-year emblems are sent to 
the employee’s department dur¬ 
ing the first month following the 
month in which he became eli¬ 
gible. An employee who has re¬ 
ceived a service emblem of the old 
design may purchase a new emb¬ 
lem at cost. This is also true if 
the employee has lost his other 
pin. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
had to be obtained in Washington. 

No one — not even Liddle — 
knows how many spare parrs have 
been delivered to the AF since 
start of the program. But it 
would be an astronomical figure, 
for shipment of parts started with 
delivery of the first production 
model B-36 on Aug. 30, 1947, and 
has continued ever since. 

“And making of spares may go 
on for some time,” Liddle pointed 
out. “Convair has recently made 
a proposal to the Air Force that 
all known requirements for B-36s 
in the future be estimated, and 
that a substantial supply of such 
parts be made before we dis¬ 
mantle B-36 tooling.” 

That obviously would be much 
more economical than waiting 
until tooling has been stored. 
Convair then would have to set up 


it CchVairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
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tooling again for making B-36 
parts at a later date. 

“And B-36s,” Liddle predicted, 
“are going to be with us for a 
long time to come.” 

What spare parts are required, 
and in what numbers, are deter¬ 
mined at periodic meetings of 
representatives of the spares sec¬ 
tion and service engineering with 
AF personnel from AF depots and 
operating bases. 


Discarded Toys For 
Needy Kids Sought 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Much of the shop work will be 
done in the large workshop at 
Nesbitt’s home, 3009 Haltom Rd. 
in Haltom City. The shop is 
equipped with power - driven 
equipment of almost every kind, 
and welding equipment als v o will 
be available. Facilities at other 
locations will be obtained if nec¬ 
essary. 

Materials and supplies needed 
for the repairs will be on hand. 

“All we need,” said Nesbitt, 
“are your unwanted toys — and 
plenty of willing hands. Here’s a 
chance to bring a little happiness 
into the lives of small children 
not so fortunate as your own.” 

There are some Convair fami¬ 
lies who face a bleak Christmas 
due to the loss of paychecks be¬ 
cause of illness. Employees know¬ 
ing of such families are invited to 
submit their names and addresses 
to the employee service section of 
personnel department. 

“Operation Fixitoys” sponsors 
also will make every effort to see 
that something is done to assist 
such families in having a better 
Christmas. 


Xmas Theme Marks 
Lavish Ice Show 

(Continued from Page 1) 
“Rodeo Roundup,” “Gay Cabal¬ 
lero,” “Rhumba Rhythm,” 
“Adagio Duo,” “Princess Perfec¬ 
tion,” “Hawaiian Hysterics,” and 
“A Champion in Action.” 

Milt Stewart will play Santa 
Claus to Convair children and 
CRA promises a token gift for 
each youngster at each perform¬ 
ance. 

Fred Foster, Bill Parrish and 
Jim Shackelford are the program 
committee members. Hank Wen- 
dorf heads decorations. Gerry 
Olson and a crew from Dept. 82 
will be responsible for the elabor¬ 
ate floor design under the ice. 

Tickets will be distributed to 
department clerks under the 
supervision of Fred Gignilliat, 
employment supervisor. One 
ticket will admit an adult couple 
and children. 


Seven Years Later, 
Easley ’Visit' Ends 

In 1946, W. P. Easley came 
from Convair San Diego Division 
for a brief visit to the Fort Worth 
Division. His visit was to be a 
matter of a few days. 

Six years, 10 months and a 
week later, he got marching or¬ 
ders to go back to San Diego. 

During his stay at the Fort 
Worth Division, Easley became 
quite familiar with B-36s. He 
was first flight engineer on B-36 
type aircraft. He flew in the 
XB-36 in August of 1946 and 
parachuted to safety (although he 
injured his ankle) when orders 
were given to jump. The plane 
landed safely shortly after most 
of the crew members “hit the 
silk.” 

Since then he has been a flight 
engineer on all models of B-36s at 
the Fort Worth Division. 


Brittain Elected 
FW Club President 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Symm, Dept. 27, corresponding 
secretary; S. J. Middleton, Dept. 
24, recording secretary. 

Present Board of Control mem¬ 
bers are C. R. Carter, Dept. 95; 
A. J. Combs, Dept. 45; R. B. 
Craig, Dept. 3-3; F. E. McManus, 
Dept. 76, and B. C. Simmins, 
Dept. 9-0. 

New board members are Jack 
Dye, Dept. 75; E. V. Gish, Dept. 
6; L. O. Lyte, Dept. 74; T. D. 
Neely, Dept. 24, and R. L. Willi¬ 
ford, Dept. 47. 

Approximately 2,000 club mem¬ 
bers cast ballots in the election 
Nov. 17. 



TURNING IN HIS CHUTE— 
W. P. Easley, flight engineer, top, 
drops his chute to Ben Taylor 
after completing last B-36 flight 
at FW. 
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Parts For SAM-SAC Airplanes Flow to FW Through Many Channels 



FROM FAR AFIELD—W. T. Talley Jr. points out "SAAMA" in photo at left, 
from whence comes bulk of government-furnished parts for SAM-SAC airplanes. 
Lines lead to other Air Force depots which also supply parts. Center photo shows 


GFP clerk Betty Westbrook (foreground) and Virginia Plocek working over files that 
keep more than 17,000 part numbers straight. At right is Frances Lunsford at tele¬ 
type which connects Convair FW with SAAMA and provides speedy communication 


Survival Depends on Air 
Weapons, Says Lanphier 


Crystal Ball' System 
Regulates Stocks of 
GFP' For Use on B-36s 

Homecoming B-36s, returning to Convair Fort Worth 
for “rejuvenation” under the SAM-SAC program, are be¬ 
ing served by an amazing system of parts procurement 
that operates through channels leading to Fort Worth 
from key points throughout the nation. 


“We (in the United States) face 
a threat of atomic and hydrogen 
bomb attack upon this country in 
our lifetime, and yet we don’t 
give enough priority to the wea¬ 
pons systems which might deter 
such an attack.” 

That was a pointed reminder 
made by T. G. Lanphier Jr., Con¬ 
vair vice-president and assistant 
to the president, before the Sym¬ 
posium on Airpower Nov. 20 in 
Dallas. 

Speaking before an audience 
which included top aviation fig¬ 
ures of the nation, Lanphier dis¬ 
cussed “Future Design Trends of 
Aircraft and Guided Missiles.” He 
was introduced by August C. 
Esenwein, Convair FW Division 
manager. 

Lanphier pointed out that pre¬ 
dicting “future design trends” is 
complicated by the fact that they 
will be significantly influenced by 
the military budgets of the future 
—and how those budgets are di¬ 
vided among the Army, Navy and 
Air Force. 

Assuming conditions remain 
generally as they are today, with 
military appropriations divided 
approximately equal..among the 
three services, Lanphier stated 
that “huge though our defense 
budgets are, we do not spend 
enough money for development of 
the weapons' of primary useful-' 
ness—the aerial weapons of sur¬ 
vival.” 

And this at a time when “we 
know that one bomb dropped on 
New York at night would prob¬ 
ably kill about five times as 
many people as were lost by 
Germany in all the raids of World 
War II put together.” 

Nevertheless, Lanphier predict¬ 
ed that both the United States 
and Russia by 1960 will have in 
operation fighters capable of 
supersonic speeds. 

“There is not foreseeable, how¬ 
ever, in the state of the art as 
we know it today anything near 
100 per cent missile or fighter 
defense against atomic bombard¬ 


ment or undersea attack,” he said. 

“This is especially true when it 
is definitely foreseeable that at¬ 
tacking aerial systems will travel 
at near transonic speeds, and 
eventually at supersonic speeds.” 

Supersonic bombing systems of 
intercontinental range can be 
foreseen in this country at least 
in time to surmount the quicken¬ 
ing defenses it can be estimated 
the enemy is building. 

Under conditions generally like 
those in government today, Lan¬ 
phier predicted that aeronautical 
development in the next few years 
will amount, for the most part, to 
fractional improvements “during 
a period of history when quan¬ 
tum strides in defense develop¬ 
ments are essential to our secur¬ 
ity.” 

Under government conditions in 
which appropriations for the 
branches of the armed services 
are sliced with full consideration 
for the mission which has to be 
performed by the services, the 
vice-president sees faster strides 
in aviation. 

“And it is my personal opinion 
that if something like this does 
not soon prevail, we are in for 
either an economic or atomic ex¬ 
plosion of our way of living,” he 
added. 

The weapon to do the job for 
the United States was described 
as a “strategic retaliatory wea¬ 
pon which would enable us to 
strike back with truly lethal ef¬ 
fect regardless of the results of 
an initial attack on us by Russia.” 

Such a weapons system, he said, 
is probably within the realm of 
the technical knowledge we now 
have at hand, but “only a national 
defense priority effort is likely to 
provide us with such an ultimate 
weapon before the Soviets have 
one like it.” 

“What future aricraft and mis¬ 
siles we put into the air—and 
when we put them there—depend 
not only on the evolution of the 
art,” he concluded, “but equally or 
more so on a revolution of the 
national defense budgeting sys- 



REJECTED —J. T. Francisco 
handles an out-dated fire extin¬ 
guisher taken off a SAM-SAC 
B-36. It will be shipped to the 
Air Force within 24 hours. 

Jason Appointed to 
Convair Patent Post 

Walter J. Jason recently was 
named patent director for Con¬ 
vair. He has held the position in 
an acting capacity for some time. 

Jason, a native of Detroit, 
Mich., received 
his science and 
engineering de¬ 
gree from the 
University o f 
Michigan in 
1936 and his law’ 
degree in 1938. 
After leaving 
the university 
he joined the 
Square D. Co. 

W. J. Jason of Detroit, elec¬ 
trical manufacturers, and re¬ 
mained there until joining Con¬ 
vair in 1943. 

Jason reports directly to R. B. 
Watts, vice president and gen¬ 
eral counsel for Convair. 


Coincidence Reunites 
Former AF Buddies 

G. C. Tate, Jr., was a surprised 
supervisor of inspection recently 
when coincidence and the SAM- 
SAC program brought some fa¬ 
miliar faces to Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion. 

Tate was going about routine 
duties in Dept. 29 when a crew 
flew’ in to pick up a SAM-SAC 
B-36. The crew just happened to 
be the same one with which Tate 
was navigator during a three-year 
stint in the Air Force w’hich end¬ 
ed Sept. 1, 1953. After his dis¬ 
charge, he returned to Convair. 


Warning to Wise 

A teenage visitor to Convair 
SD’s Open House Nov. 14 mis¬ 
took Convair movie cameraman 
Bill Carter for one of the guests 
and whispered a warning: 

“Say, bud, you better hide 
that camera. They made me 
leave mine outside!” 


The channels connect Convair 
FW with Air Force depots scat¬ 
tered all the way from the West 
Coast to the Atlantic and from 
San Antonio to New York City. 
They feed FW Division with 
“GFP” (government - furnished 
parts) of w’hich there are some 
17,000 separate items! 

“Getting the right parts—in 
the right numbers—and on time— 
for the scores of SAM-SAC air¬ 
planes, w’hen you never know’ un¬ 
til the airplane is dismantled just 
w’hat parts will be needed . . .” 

Fred Shuter, material depart¬ 
ment general supervisor of the 
GFP section at FW, used these 
words to describe his section’s 
job. How r ever, thanks to experi¬ 
ence and a smooth system, the 
200 persons in GFP are much less 
“in the dark” than one might 
think. 

“Actually,” he explained, “we 
now’ have enough experience be¬ 
hind us that w r e know’ fairly well 
about w’hat parts will be required 
for a given number of SAM-SAC 
airplanes, although w’e never 
know’ exactly w’hat will be re¬ 
quired for any one specific ship 
until work starts.” 

(Incidentally, although the bulk 
of parts required lor SAM-SAC 
are government-furnished, there 
is a respectable number of new’ 
parts specially fabricated at the 
FW Division.) 

Largest single source of GFP 
is SAAMA (San Antonio Air Ma¬ 
teriel Area) w’hich is the Air 
Force’s prime depot for Convair- 
made B-36 parts and compon¬ 
ents. So much business is done 
w’ith SAAMA, in fact, that the 
GFP offices in Warehouse No. 4 
boast a teletypewriter hooked up 
directly with SAAMA. Virtually 
100 per cent of its messages are 
concerned w r ith SAM-SAC, since 
SAAMA has the Air Force re- 
sponsibiity for monitoring the 
project. 

So much business is done w’ith 
SAAMA and OCAMA (Oklahoma 
City), too, that GFP has its own 
Convair representatives stationed 
there permanently to expedite de¬ 
livery of parts to Fort Worth 
Division. 

GFP folks’ talk is sprinkled 
with abbreviations w’hich rhyme 
w’ith SAAMA, since most AF de¬ 
pots bear names w’hich end in 
“Air Material Area.” Each one 
of the depots specializes in hand¬ 
ling certain AF items. OCAMA, 
for instance, specializes in valves, 
electronic actuators and the like. 
Other depots from w’hich GFP 
chases parts are these: OOAMA 
(Ogden, Utah); Topeka AF De¬ 
pot; WRAMA (Warner-Robins, 
Ga.); MOAMA (Mobile, Ala.); 
Wilkins AF Depot, Shelby, O.; 
Rome AF Depot, Rome, N.Y.; and 
Cheli AF Depot, Maywood, Cal¬ 


ifornia. 

When B-36s and spare parts 
are delivered to the AF, the AF 
assigns them new’ part numbers. 
Thus, w’hen Convair requires a 
B-36 part from an AF depot, it 
must order by that AF part num¬ 
ber. 

This necessitates a GFP part 
number file w’hich is a cross in¬ 
dex of the 17,000 different parts 
Convair expects to use in the 
SAM-SAC program. 

As is customary in government 
routine, the AF has its “account¬ 
ability” requirements for dam¬ 
aged, w’orn or obsolete parts 
pulled off B-36s for replacements. 

“Every rejected part w’e pull 
off a B-36—no matter w’hat shape 
it’s in—goes back to the Air 
Force,” says Shuter. “In fact, 
it is shipped out of the Fort 
Worth Division from our GFP re¬ 
ject crib in not more than 24 
hours after we get it. 

“That w’ay, w’e keep our skirts 
clean with the AF and insure 
quick service W’hen w’e request an 
AF depot to ship us parts.” 


Connie's Cost 
Quiz 



Cost conscious? Try your 
knowledge with these questions. 
Answers are at bottom of the 
column, upside down. 

★ ★ ★ 

1. What is the average cost of 
a tool kit for new’ employees at 
San Diego? $10? $15? $25? 

2. What is the average number 

of flashlight batteries used up 
daily at SD ? 1,000? 2,000? 

3,000 ? 

3. What is the total annual cost 

of perishable tools at SD Divi¬ 
sion ? $100,000? $1,000,000? 

$ 5 , 000 , 000 ? 

4. During a year Convair pur¬ 
chases from San Diego suppliers 
total about: $20,000,000? $25,000,- 
000? $30,000,000? 

+ * * 

■ooo‘ooo‘« 2 $ t 

•000*000**-$ £ ‘000*2 ‘2 *1*2$ ‘l 


tern.” 



AIR POWER SPEAKER—T. G. Lanphier, Jr., left, Convair vice 
president, as he appeared when introduced to Air Symposium 
audience in Dallas. He was introduced by August C. Esenwein, 
FW Division manager and also a vice president. 
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BONNIE BOY—Convair's Connie MacSave-it poses with Steven 
Wayne Northcote, six weeks, otherwise known as Master MacSave-it 
Jr. SD's alert cost reduction section was quick to donate a bonnet 
for the baby. Connie is Convair's "cover girl" for cost reduction 
reminders. 


Ancient and New 

Convair Pair Combines Original 
Designs and Old Print Method 


, A Convair San Diego couple, 
armed with an antique press, 
some original design ideas and 
a love of beauty, is in the pro¬ 
cess of turning an art almost 
as old as the Chinese people into 
a profitable business venture. 

They are Bill and Jeanne Rim- 
mer (he is a second shift tool 
designer at SD) who have con¬ 
verted a small studio in the Span ¬ 
ish Village Art Center in Balboa 
Park into a production center 
for block printed goods. It is the 
only one of its kind in the San 
Diego area. 

Using a system devised by the 
Chinese for decorating silks, the 
Rimmers specialize in novel de¬ 
signs printed on scarves, skirts, 
upholstery, yardage goods, menus, 
place settings, Christmas cards 
and various types of wall decora¬ 
tions. 

“We'll try anything in the line 
of block printing,” Mrs. Rimmer 
said with confidence. 

The Rimmers have been block 
printing for the past two years 
and took it up because, as Mrs. 
Rimmer commented: “People just 
won’t buy oil paintings and water 
colors. We both love art and 
wanted to stay in it, so we turned 
to block printing as a more pop¬ 
ular form and we have never 
regretted it.” 

A collection of carving knives, 
an antique press and a more mod¬ 
ern one (designed and built by 
Rimmer himself) design sketches, 
inks and a wide assortment of 


materials fill the back room of 
the Rimmer shop. There they 
create original designs and trans¬ 
fer them via tracing paper to 
heavy white linoleum pasted on 
blocks of wood. Then, the inter¬ 
vening parts of linoleum are 
chipped or carved away, leaving 
the design in bold relief. 

Next step is placing the block 
on a press and inking. The ma¬ 
terial to be printed is carefully 
adjusted over the block and pres¬ 
sure applied. This is a ticklish 
process requiring vigilance to 
avoid smearing or damage to the 
material. 

“Drying is a headache, for it 
takes about two days for most 
inks to dry thoroughly,” Rimmer 
recalled. 

“Once we printed designs on 
ten yards of material and then 
tried to find a suitable place to 
hang it up. Our drying racks 
were too small and we couldn’t 
take it outside. So we strung 
it through the studio and our 
apartment like a clothes line!” 

Although the Rimmers make a 
number of small articles that 
they display, the majority of their 
work comes from individuals who 
want custom made menus, invi¬ 
tations or place cards, or novel 
decorations for skirts and table¬ 
cloths. 

“Oddly, there are more pink 
skirts brought to us than any 
other color,” Mrs. Rimmer said. 
“Next in numbers is turquoise 
and then robin’s egg blue.” 



"HOT OFF THE PRESS"—A specially designed menu comes off 
ancient hand press operated by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rimmer of Convair 
SD. Form was made by carving linoleum. 


Zhukov Return to Power Hopeful 
Sign, Reporter Tells SD Clubmen 


Some grounds for hope that the “communist inter¬ 
national conspiracy" may not long survive were offered 
two weeks ago at San Diego to members of the Convair 
SD Management Club by John Morley, foreign corre¬ 
spondent.. 


Morley based his statement on 
the growing influence in Soviet 
Russia of Marshal Zhukov, key 
military leader. Although a “card 
carrying communist . . . that 
doesn’t mean he is a communist,” 
Morley said. If Zhukov can gain 
power and hold it, the “commun¬ 
ist international conspiracy could 
be dead,” he said. 

Morley touched on various 
trouble centers abroad as he 
viewed them on a recent trip 
around the world. He outlined the 
viewpoints of both Italy and 
Yugoslavia over the issue of 
Trieste but saw no easy solution. 
In fact, no real solution at all. 
In India he pointed out that free 
world introduction of modem 
medical care has increased the 
life span and made it possible for 
more babies to survive. Ironically, 
this has added to India’s prob¬ 
lems of feeding its population. 

In Iran, Morley interpreted 
Russia’s interest as not only 
aimed at oil but at a warm water 
port. He took a dim view of the 
armistice in Korea, charging that 
“air fields were being built in 
Korea before the ink was dry on 
the armistice.” 

Morley’s talk climaxed a pro¬ 


gram arranged by the office of 
Paul S. Nill, SD Division con¬ 
troller. A number of guests were 
introduced, among them Ed Seits, 
of North American, serving his 
second term as NAF president; 
Rear Adm. Leslie Gehres, who ac¬ 
cepted a $1,000 check, a contribu¬ 
tion from Convair to the national 
Junior Achievement organization; 
Ernest Moore, zone A area man¬ 
ager for NAF, and Ralph Flan¬ 
ders, San Diego NAF director, 
who presented a zone A second 
place achievement award to last 
year’s club president, Roy Ashe, 
in recognition of the club’s over¬ 
all performance during 1952-53. 

A large group from North 
Island Naval Air Station, headed 
by Capt. G. A. Hatton, overhaul 
and repair officer, was present 
and introduced individually in 
recognition of their hospitality 
during the Oct. 31 visit to the 
station of some 300 Management 
Club members. 

Mug ’o the Month went to 
Whitney Hindes of Dept. 70. Mr. 
MacSave-it for October was Art 
Savard of Dept. 6 for submitting 
an improved method of compiling 
data requirements for T-29 Special 
Air Mission airplane handbooks. 



mm 


DRESSED UP—Donning new Civil Defense helmets and arm bands 
at SD is Supt. F. E. Srossher, with a big assist from Mary Martinez. 




Jack Benedict presents Mug 
'o Month award to Whitney F. 
Hindes (right) at SD Manage¬ 
ment Club meeting. 


Mr. MacSave-it for October 

S Art Savard, right) gets award 
rom P. S. Nill, SD Division con¬ 
troller. Award recognized cost 
reduction idea for T-29 hand¬ 
books. 


Hunter Draws Bead 
On Non-Flying Duck 

It was almost dawn. 

Three figures in hunting 
clothes were silhouetted against 
the horizon on Benbrook Lake. 
They were Joe Mazurak of Con¬ 
vair FW Division’s Dept. 27, L. 
R. Gant, Dept. 6-9, and Tom 
Weatherred. 

At last they heard a duck. 
The sound came from a small 
pond nearby. Mazurak elected 
to “sneak” the unsuspecting 
ducks. He was ready to press 
the trigger when there was a 
voice from the wilderness: 

“Don’t shoot, mister. Them’s 
decoys and that was me making 
like a duck!” 

Said Mazurak later: “Oh, 
well, I like fried chicken.” 

SD's Barbara Durst 
Marries Corporal 

Barbara Lloyd Durst, SD En¬ 
gineering Test Lab, and Corp. 
Ronald Lee Bittner, USMC, were 
married Nov. 14 in the North 
Chapel at Naval Training Center. 
After a honeymoon in Northern 
California the young couple re¬ 
turned to San Diego to make their 
home. 


Pomona Man Awarded Homestead 
In Drawing Involving 4,600 Names 


Convair Drivers to 
Compete in Races 

At least three Convair FW em¬ 
ployees with a liking for high¬ 
speed sport will race Sunday, Dec. 
6, at Eagle Mountain National 
Guard Base in the December 
Guardsman’s Trophy Race. 

Driving a 1953 MG will be 
Walter Gladson, Ford representa¬ 
tive at Convair FW; Vaughn H. 
Woodward, Dept. 11-4, driving 
an XK-120 Jaguar roadster, and 
L. O. Lyte, Dept. 74, driving an 
XK-120 Jaguar convertible. 

Different classes will feature 
races from 30 to 75 miles. Tickets 
for the event, sponsored by the 
Foreign Auto and Sports Car As¬ 
sociation, Inc., and the Eagle 
Mountain National Guard Base, 
will be available at the base, 15 
miles north of Fort Worth on 
Highway 81. 


Xmas Party Planned 
For Dept. 3 at FW 

Barbecue turkey, baked ham 
and all the trimmings will be 
only part of the program planned 
for FW Dept. 3’s Christmas party 
at 7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 11, at the 
CRA Center. 

Tickets are $2 each and will be 
available to Dept. 3 folks on and 
after Dec. 4 from J. B. Ellis, em¬ 
ployee services supervisor and 
ticket chairman. Committee mem¬ 
bers are: H. C. Anderson, re¬ 
freshments; N. I. Manly, Jr., en¬ 
tertainment; and R. B. Smith, 
decorations. 


Although he grew up on a farm, 
until six months ago Convair 
Pomona’s Dale Stoller (electronics 
technician in Dept. 6) never ex¬ 
pected to become a farmer again. 



SHOT AT—"Under fire" when 
a tool broke and flying piece 
crashed into eyeglass lens, J. Tel- 
lep of Dept. I 15 sees from that 
eye just as well now as he did 
before. Reason? Though frag¬ 
ment would have broken through 
ordinary glass, Tellep's lenses 
were safety glass. 


Now Stoller owns a rich, 95- 
acre, irrigated farm in Southern 
Idaho, and at practically no cost 
—so far—to himself. 

“The land was free, blit I’ll 
have to* invest several thousand 
dollars in improvements during 
the next few years,” Stoller said. 

The farm was awarded to Stol¬ 
ler in a land drawing conducted 
by the Bureau of Reclamation of 
the Department of Interior. Over 
4,600 persons entered their names 
for the 72 farms to be awarded 
for homesteading, and Stoller’s 
name was the fifth to be drawn. 

By an odd coincidence, Stoller’s 
father homesteaded a farm in the 
same general area about 40 years 
ago. At the present his father 
and three brothers have farms 
within 15 miles of the farm Stol¬ 
ler won in the drawing. 

Although Stoller’s new farm has 
been test-farmed by the govern¬ 
ment for five years and has an 
irrigation system already install¬ 
ed, there are no other improve¬ 
ments. He must build a home 
and other farm buildings, install 
fences, buy a tractor, a truck and 
other farm implements, and make 
other improvements. And he must 
move his family onto the farm 
within six months. 

He must also pay for all im¬ 
provements the government has 
made, but these may be paid for 
over a 50-year period, with no 
interest charged. 
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Now You See 'em. Now You Don't as FW's Second Shift Vanishes' 



EXODUS—Photos taken only a few minutes apart, showing Cafeteria at Fort 
Worth, offer a startling contrast. Picture at left was taken as second shifters 
continue their pursuits, drinking coffee, talking, playing dominoes, reading, as they 


wait for time to go on job. Photo at right is after whistle has blown, as cafeteria 
attendants prepare to attack debris left behind. (Convair SD folk will find "swivel 
seats" a novelty. SD cafeterias use chairs.) 



KILLING TIME—At left, Jane Hoyle (Dept. 22-5) and Emma Hudson (Dept. 6-6) 
make single copy of "The Robe" do double duty while in center L. J. Cormier 
(Dept. 64), C. A. Boles (Dept. 61), A. B. Chownind (Dept. 94) and C. H. Young 


(Dept. 93) match wits in domino game, waiting for second shift to start. At right, 
Jean Bourgeois seems to be getting her point across to Lois Lipscomb. Both are 
Dept. 9-3. 


Now, Homer is Harold and Russ is Ray, And 
(Kipling to Contrary) Twins Have Met 


FatherCompleting His 50th Year as a Toolmaker / 

Teams With His Two Sons , All of Convair Pomona 

Although he has been with Convair only three years, J. Q. “Jim” Skilling (fore¬ 
man in Dept. 42, Pomona) soon will complete his 50th year as a toolmaker. Skilling 
was only 14 when he became an apprentice toolmaker for the Aluminum Corpora¬ 
tion of America at New Kensington, Pa., back in 1904. 

Alcoa at the time was a young 


If you ever happen to run 
across the Tuttle boys and the 
Collier' boys chatting together 
there’s no need to swear off your 
favorite brand of ice cream sodas, 
because you’re not seeing double 
but rather two sets of identical 
twins. 

The Colliers, Harold and Hom¬ 
er, both of Dept. 70, and the 
Tuttles, Ray of Dept. 522 and 
Russ of Dept. 4-8, frequently con¬ 
fuse Convair San Diego folks be¬ 
cause they so closely resemble one 
another. 

(And to further confuse the is¬ 
sue, the Colliers • both have the 
letter “M” as a middle initial, 
while the Tuttles both have “Ds” 
as middle initials.) 

“Even people who work with 
us in our own department often 
get us mixed up,” said Homer 
(or was it Harold?). “However, 
after all these years we just take 
the confusion in stride, although 
at times it becomes amusing.” 

The Tuttles, on the other hand, 
have enjoyed deception since they 
were youngsters and often baf¬ 
fled their own relatives. In school 
they often posed as the other and 
got out of embarrassing moments 
by blaming the “other one.” 

But the crowning moment came 
not too long ago when the Colliers 
confused the Tuttles, Ray recalls. 

“I have known Homer (or may¬ 
be it’s Harold) for a long time. 
We stopped to chat and I noticed 


he looked sort of blank,” Tuttle 
said. “Then he admitted he really 
didn’t know me. To this day I’m 
not sure whether I’m talking to 
Harold or Homer, without asking. 
And even then, I’m not sure. 
They might be kidding.” 


Ritter Will Speak 
At I.A.S. Meeting 

Arnold Ritter, a senior aero¬ 
dynamics engineer at San Diego, 
will speak tomorrow night (Dec. 
3) at the regular meeting of the 
San Diego Chapter, Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences, in the 
I.A.S. Building. His subject will 
be “Application of the Interfer- 
o m e t e r to Aerodynamic Re¬ 
search.” There will be a film as 
an added feature, “Oddities in 
Aviation.” The meeting is open 
to the general public. 

Engineers to Talk 
For Radio Meeting 

Dr. W. J. Schart and Price 
Keeler, Convair engineers, will 
lead a discussion on new anten¬ 
nae developments and systems 
when members of the CRA “Ra¬ 
dio Hams”‘meet at 7:30 tonight 
(Dec. 2) at the Conference Build¬ 
ing, Balboa Park. • 

The meeting is open to any one 
interested in amateur radio and 
will feature prizes and refresh¬ 
ments, according to Jess Baker, 
CRA radio commissioner. 


company with an exclusive pro¬ 
cess for making aluminum, and 
its chief product was cooking 
utensils. 

“When I started with the com¬ 
pany they brought ore down the 


“Just the bare facts, m’am.” 

So C. B. (Blackie) Nolan, 
general foreman in Depts. 61-62 
at Convair FW, might preface 
a description of a recent ex¬ 
perience. 

And the bare facts were 
these. 

Blackie, Dale Cogburn, of 
Dept. 62, and Dale’s brother, 
Travis, went deer hunting in 
the mountains near Center City, 
Colo. They quickly made their 
kills on opening day. 

But it was so far up the 
mountain, and the deer were so 
heavy, they couldn’t carry them 
down. Off they went after a 
pickup truck, leaving the three 
carcasses leaning against a 
tree. 

When they returned, they dis- 


Allegheny River in barges, and 
the ore went in one door of the 
plant and the finished products 
out another,” Skilling recalled. 
“The company had only one plant, 
and the complete process, from 
raw materials to pots and pans, 


covered there had been a visitor 
who had made off with one of 
the carcasses, eaten portions of 
the other two, and then had 
covered the latter with dirt and 
leaves. 

Blackie went to look for the 
missing carcass, unarmed. 

“Unfortunately I found it,” 
Blackie recalled. 

When he examined the deer, 
he failed to note that the visitor 
—a good sized bear—was still 
around. When he spotted the 
bear, the bear had already spot¬ 
ted him. 

Blackie barely had time to 
make it to a tree. As he scram¬ 
bled up, the bear made a pass 
at him. 

It wasn’t a serious injury. 
But Blackie needs a new seat 
in his hunting pants. 


was done there.” 

The company also made a few 
automobile body panels, which 
were pounded out by hand on 
forms. 

“Our tools were simple when I 
started, but in the four years and 
few months I was there I saw 
some radical changes,” he said. 
“Our cookware, for instance, was 
being turned out on simple spin¬ 
ning lathes in 1904, but the de¬ 
mand grew so great that we had 
to make dies and start stamping 
utensils with machines.” 

After he completed his appren¬ 
ticeship, Skilling moved to De¬ 
troit and there worked as a tool- 
maker for several companies, in¬ 
cluding Packard, Studebaker and 
the Burroughs Adding Machine 
Co. Then, in 1912, he joined the 
Ford Motor Co., where he re¬ 
mained for 18 years. 

After two years with Ford, 
Skilling was promoted to fore¬ 
man. He retained that title for 
16 years, although his responsi¬ 
bilities were considerably in¬ 
creased over the years. 

Skilling entered the aviation 
field in the early part of World 
War II, when he became a plant 
superintendent for the N. A. 
Woodruff Co. of Detroit, a con¬ 
cern that made parts for Pratt 
and Whitney engines. Then he 
moved to the west coast and 
worked at Convair San Diego for 
about six months, before accept¬ 
ing a position at what is now the 
Navy Electronics Laboratory in 
San Diego. 

At the end of the war Skilling 
went into semi-retirement, but in 
April, 1951, he rejoined Convair, 
this time with the Pomona Di¬ 
vision (in San Diego). Two of 
his sons are also with Convair 
Pomona. M. E. Skilling is gen¬ 
eral supervisor in manufacturing 
engineering, and E. E. Skilling is 
a foreman in Dept. 31. 

“I’ve seen amazing progress in 
tooling since I started as an ap¬ 
prentice, and I’m looking forward 
to starting my next 50 years,” 
Skilling said. “The way I feel 
now, it will be a good many years 
before I ‘go on the shelf.’ ” 



DOUBLE EXPOSURE—Two pairs of identical twins have been 
source of some confusion at San Diego, and no wonder. Left to 
right: Harold M. Collier (Dept. 70), Ray D. Tuttle (Dept. 522), 
Homer M. Collier (Dept. 70), Russ D. Tuttle (Dept. 4-8). 



POMONA TRIO—J. Q. Skilling, right, a veteran of 50 years as 
a tool maker, right, pictured with his two sons, Eddie, left, and M. 
E., center. J. Q. is foreman in Dept. 42 at Pomona Division, M. E. 
is general supervisor in manufacturing engineering, and Eddie is 
foreman in Dept. 50. 

With a Bear Behind / FW Sportsman 
Barely Makes it to Tree in Time 
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LOOK MA, NO HANDS—Petite Glenna Carter, eight-year old NEW YEAR SPIRIT — Young 
daughter of Glenn Carter, CRA ice skating commissioner, does dif- Nicky Carter shows winning form 
ficult figure while practicing for CRA Ice Show for Convair FW in his costume for CRA Ice Show 
employees to be held Dec. 16-21 at Will Rogers Coliseum. and Christmas party. 


SWEETEST MUSIC—CRA's orchestra under direction of Glenn Carter will be on hand at the CRA 
Ice Show Dec. 16-21 providing music for the elaborate show. Top-flight professional figure skaters 
and Convair talent will perform in the two-hour show at Will Rogers Coliseum. 



CRA Stamp and Coin Collections 
Go on Exhibition Next Saturday 

CRA stamp and coin collectors who have been busy gett¬ 
ing their collections in top-notch condition will display 
them next Saturday from 2 to 8 p.m. at CRA Center. 

“We’ve got exhibits lined up that will interest even 
people who AREN’T stamp and coin collectors,” said J. D. 
White, CRA stamp and coin com¬ 


missioner. 

“The show is open to anyone 
who wants to come and see it. 
Just drop in any time and browse 
around. If you have any ques¬ 
tions, thereTl be someone to an¬ 
swer them.” 

Entries will be shown in several 
different classifications: 

Division A—Senior stamp collec¬ 
tors (15 years and over.) 
Category 1—General U.S. 
Category 2—General Foreign 
Category 3—Specialized 
Category 4—Topicals 
Category 5—Covers 


Division B—Junior Stamp Collec¬ 
tors (Under 15 years.) 

Category 1—General U.S. 

Category 2—General Foreign 

Category 3—Specialized 

(including topicals 
and covers.) 

Division C—Coin and Currency 
collectors (no age limits—no 
categories.) 

Judging will be done on the 
basis of neatness, completeness, 
research, originality and condi¬ 
tion. 

Prizes will be awarded. 


CRA Bridge Players 
In National Tourney 

A group of nine Convair FW 
employees and wives are match¬ 
ing wits this week with the top 
bridge players from the United 
States in the national bridge 
tournament in Dallas. 

Those from Convair are Mr. 
and Mrs. H. H. Pinkerton, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Frost, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. E. Eldred, J. H. Smith, 
R. M. Ellis, all of Dept. 6, and 
Mrs. I. B. Hale, wife of Convair 
FW’s industrial security chief. 

They will play against such 
top-flight bridge sharpies as 
Charles Goren, Helen Sobel, and 
Howard Schenken. 


Sharpshooters Pick 
Shoes as New Topic 

Shoes—all sizes, shapes and 
kinds—will be the subject for the 
last monthly contest of the Sharp¬ 
shooters, CRA camera-bugs with 
a yen for a more professional 
touch in their work. 

Last month’s contest on leaves 
was won by Harry Bauman, with 
Joyce Hendry second, W. H. Shell, 
third and Marie Orrick and Jim 
Hendry in a tie for fourth place. 

Mrs. Hendry still leads the 
group in the race for total points 
by a margin of 10 points. Close 
behind are Mrs. Orrick, Hendry, 
Bauman and Jim House with a 
difference of two to three points 
among them. 

Entries will be judged at the 
regular meeting of the Sharp¬ 
shooters Dec. 14 at the CRA 
Center. 


CACHETED COVER—J. D. White, CRA coin and stamp com¬ 
missioner, shows Carolyn Manning and Don Buckman cacheted cover 
available at stamp and coin exhibit at the CRA Center 2 to 8 p.m. 
Dec. 12. Covers will be available for 10 cents with cancellation 
date of Dec. 12 at the exhibit. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


CRA Activities 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play each Tuesday and 
Thursday 7 to 40 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday. 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122.' Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. Plant-wide tournament Dec. 
5-6 Bowlanes. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Broun, commissioner, ext. 5242. “Bell, Book and Candle” three-act 
comedy, CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive, Dec. 3, 4, 5. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo now under 
way. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice is 
in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 3242. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. Annual exhibit l3ec. 12 
2 to 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 13 at CRA Center. 

• TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. G. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Wing and Masque # Bell, Book, 
Candle Scores Another Top Hit 


Another top hit is being scored by CRA's drama group, 
“Wing and Masque," with their version of the three-act 
comedy, “Bell, Book and Candle." 

Jean Harrison, cast as Gillian Holroyd, the role made 
famous by Lilli Palmer on Broadway, plays with pro¬ 


fessional aplomb her part as the 
charming witch who must choose 
between love by natural or “be¬ 
witched” means. 

Equally pleasing in his role as 
her apartment house neighbor and 
sought-for lover is Clyde Shrell, 
cast as Shepherd Henderson. 
Shrell displays a charming boyish 
quality throughout the play and 
is guaranteed to delight his 
audience. 

The closely woven plot is care¬ 
fully and cleverly unfolded with 
enlightening performances by the 
other cast members, Betty Craig, 
Dick Lederer and J. D. Goodman. 

Bob Attlesey, stage manager, 
and Harry Weimer, technical di¬ 
rector, deserve a round of ap¬ 
plause for their expert timing 
and detailed work. 

Also in line for bouquets are 
Everett Morris, hard-working di¬ 


rector who is assisted by Edith 
Growald. 

The sophisticated comedy cen¬ 
ters around a lovely witch who, 
assisted by various types of 
witchcraft, induces her handsome 
neighbor to fall in love with her. 

Conflict arises when Shepherd 
Henderson discovers that she is 
a witch and he has been duped 
in his romance. 

This immediately puts Gillian 
in a very pretty fix and witch¬ 
craft starts brewing all over the 
stage. 

Convair employees, families and 
friends still have three more days 
to spend a most enjoyable even¬ 
ing watching a top-notch per¬ 
formance complemented by strik¬ 
ing settings and costuming. The 
play will run Dec. 3, 4, 5 at the 
CRA Playhouse 2966 Park Hill 
Drive.—S.A. 



TELEPHONE HEX—Putting a hex on the telephone are Betty 
Craig and Dick Lederer, cast members of Wing and Masque "Bell, 
Book and Candle." Witchcraft is abrew throughout the three-act 
production showing Dec. 3, 4, 5 at the CRA Playhouse 2966 Park 
Hill Drive. Tickets are available at CRA office. 
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STRIKE—Camera shows scene never visible to naked eye by catching pins in mid-air. This is what 
every one of the 500 bowling in big CRA plant-wide bowling tournament are hoping for as they pit 
their skills at Bowlanes Dec. 5 and 6 for honor and merchandise prizes. 



SAM-SAC Edges Dept. 24-1 
To Cop Basketball Crown 

In a fast-moving 51-46 game, SAM-SAC edged out Dept. 
24-1 in the pre-Thanksgiving CRA plant-wide basketball 
tournament held Nov. 20-21. 

The winning quintet was managed by I. T. Evatt and 
the runners-up by T. H. Moore. 


Variety of Play to 
Open Bridge Season 

The CRA bridge activity, head¬ 
ed by Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, will resume activi¬ 
ties Jan. 8 after a brief respite 
for the Thanksgiviig and Christ¬ 
mas holiday season. 

The annual team of four play 
will open the sessions at the CRA 
Center at 7:30 Jan. 8. Individual 
movement play will also be held 
during the Friday night activity 
until the beginning of April. 

Eldred reported that the party 
night sessions, each first and 
third Fridays will be resumed as 
usual Jan. 15. 


W. Peacock’s five from Dept. 
48 won in the consolation division 
of the tournament. 

High-scoring honors went to 
Coy Perkins of the winning SAM- 
SAC team. He chalked up 17 
points in the two days of play. 

Fast, good play was in evidence 
in the Saturday night play-off 
with one team taking a two-point 
margin only to be nosed out by 
their opponent’s basket. 

In the last 90 seconds of play, 
SAM-SAC got the ball and ended 
up with a six-point lead at the 
final whistle. 

Turkeys were awarded the 
winning team by Ed Tucknies, 
CRA basketball commissioner. 

Seven teams entered the event. 


Jaderlund Shoots 
One Hundred Score 

Walt Jaderlund, Convair FW 
Dept. 6, employee, fulfilled a de¬ 
sire recently that most men have 
but seldom accomplish. 

In a recent Fort Worth Rifle 
and Pistol Club shoot, Jaderlund 
chalked up a perfect score—100 
out of 100. 

The shoot was big bore match 
with 30-calibre rifles. Four mili¬ 
tary positions were used—prone, 
sitting, kneeling and standing. 

Charles Bombardier, former 
Dept. 27 employee, now a student 
at Texas A. & M., took second 
place in the shoot at the Lake 
Worth shooting range with a 
score of 98 out of a possible 100. 

Combat Flying Main 
Event in Sunday Meet 

Combat flying will be the fea¬ 
tured event when CRA model 
airplane enthusiasts gather Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 6 at the old archery 
range in Forest Park. 

R. J. Hiest, CRA model airplane 
commissioner, invited anyone in¬ 
terested to attend the meet 
starting about 3 p. m. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained at the CRA office, Ext. 
5141, or from Heist, Ext. 3242. 



TENSE MOMENTS—Pictured here at CRA plant-wide pre-Thanksgiving tournament are two of more 
crucial moments during play. At left, winning SAM-SAC team tries hard for basket. At right H. D. 
Thompson (16) reaches high for the ball. Thompson is Dept. 24-1 player. 


More Than 500 Bowlers Set to 
Compete in Plant-Wide Tourney 

Approximately 500 Convair FW keglers will match their 
bowling skills this weekend at the annual CRA plant-wide 
bowling tournament. 

Set for Dec. 5 and 6 at Bowlanes, the tournament is open 
to all Convair employees and members of their families. 


Trophies, now on display at 
Bowlanes, will be awarded to 
members of the winning team. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, said this week that 
the tournament looks like a big 
one—“even for CRA.” 

“The competition should be 
keen, for the bowlers are some 
of the best at Convair. There are 
a lot of favorites participating 
and everyone is anxious to see 
who comes out with the title.” 

In women’s competition, handi¬ 
caps will be based on 75 per cent 
of the difference between average 
and 180. In men’s, the handicap 
will be based on two-thirds of 
the difference between average 
and that of Class A, 200; Class 
B, 190; and Class C, 180. 

To be eligible, entrants must 


have bowled 15 or more games 
in any one league. 

Fish Rodeo Deadline 
Extended for Anglers 

Bill Parrish, CRA fishing com¬ 
missioner, announced this week 
that the deadline for the CRA 
fishing rodeo has been extended 
for several more weeks. 

Entries will be judged for the 
largest black bass, sand bass, 
crappie and channel cat caught 
by a Convair FW employee. 

“All you have to do,” said Par¬ 
rish, “is have a slip signed by 
the owner of a reputable fishing 
camp and turn it in at the CRA 
office.” 


Convair FW Trio Bring Home 
Trophies From Gulf Coast 

Three Convair FW employees came home from the Gulf 
Coast Open Table Tennis Tournament last month with 
second place titles to their credit. 

They were Lydia Norman, Dept. 9-2, who was runner- 
up in women's singles, and Peggy Hardcastle and Jim Col¬ 


lin, Dept. 22-3, who took second 
place in the mixed doubles. 

The event was held at the 
Robert Wynn Blanton Memorial 
Building in Houston, Nov. 14-16. 
A delegation from Convair FW 


headed by John Rangel, CRA 
table tennis commissioner, played 
in the tournament with top rank¬ 
ing players from Gulf Coast and 
nearby states. 



WINNERS SMILES—Pert Peggy Hardcastle (left) and Lydia 
Norman display trophies they won at Gulf Coast Table Tennis 
Tournament held in Houston recently. Peggy was half of the Jim 
Collin-Peggy Hardcastle duo that took second place in mixed 
doubles, while Lydia was runner-up in women's singles. 


Hunters Still Have 
Chance at Prizes 

“You’ve still got a chance to 
win some prizes in the CRA-spon- 
sored hunting competition,” said 
Bill Parrish, CRA hunting com¬ 
missioner, this week. 

Entries will be accepted in the 
CRA office until the end of hunt¬ 
ing season. Deer must be 
weighed and field dressed at a 
reputable weigh-in station. 

Competition is open for the 
biggest out-of-state deer and big¬ 
gest white-tailed deer in Texas. 

Parrish also urged hunters to 
do a good deed with their kill by 
sending the hides to state tuber¬ 
culosis hospitals. 

“All you have to do,” he said, 
“is tie the hides and. tag them 
express collect to the Austin Taxi¬ 
dermist Studio, Austin, Texas.” 

The studio cures the hides and 
delivers them to state hospitals 
where they are used in therapeutic 
work among tuberculosis patients. 


CRA Camera Group to 
Elect Officers Dec. 7 

Elections for 1954 will be held 
by the CRA Camera Activity Dec. 
7 at the CRA Center. 

Entries in the quarterly contest 
will also be judged at the meeting 
that night. The subject matter is 
unrestricted and is open both to 
black and white and color slide 
categories. 

Jim House heads a nominating 
committee which has set up a slate 
of officers. Nominations may also 
be made from the floor during 
the meeting. 

Stan Orrick, CRA camera activ¬ 
ity commissioner, urged all mem¬ 
bers to attend the meeting. 

Model Activity Will 
Discontinue Till Jan. 20 

R. J. Hiest, CRA Model Air : 
plane commissioner, this week an¬ 
nounced that the model airplane 
activity would be discontinued 
for the holiday season. 
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SD Airmen Dunked and 


Dropped in Test of Survival 



ROUGH TREATMENT—Convair flight personnel at San Dieg,o 
are getting "the business" these days at Fleet Air Survival Training 
School at Naval Air Station. Top sequence shows "dunker" de¬ 
scending into swimming pool with splash. Right above Lcdr. D. J. 
Bassett, USN, officer-in-charge, gives instructions to Convair Pilot 


R. W. Adkins before latter makes fast trip in simulated "ejection 
seat" gimmick. Small series shows how it works, with E. H. Davies, 
flight test engineer, in hot seat, going up at 45 miles an hour. At 
top left, Adkins gets word from Chief Parachute Rigger E. F. Wil¬ 
son and Airman Apprentice C. D. Phife before fast descent. 



READY TO ROLL—Adkins lands after sliding down wire which 
drops him in mid-air. Split second after photo was taken, he was 
doing somersaults. Stunt simulates parachute landing. 


Addition to Building 19 at San Diego to House 
Antenna Test Facility—Not Bird Watchers 


To correct any misconceptions 
that might have arisen, that's 
really not a “bird watcher's" 
house being constructed atop 
Building 19 at San Diego. 

It’s actually a small shelter to 
protect an antenna manufacturing 
and test facility, according to C. 


F. McCabe, chief electronics engi¬ 
neer at San Diego. 

“You'd be surprised at the sto¬ 
ries that are going around about 
the building," McCabe said. “It is 
being called everything from an 
elevator shaft to a pigeon shel¬ 
ter." 


Dental Plaster Substituted For 
Hot Metal Merits $691 Award 


Two Convair men at San Diego 
recently borrowed an idea from 
the dental profession, applied it 
to tool manufacture, and are 
sharing an Employee Suggestion 
award of $691 (half now and bal¬ 
ance in six months if still in use). 

Their idea was to use dental 
plaster instead of metal for lo- 
cater pads which maintain pre-set 
dimensions of certain tools. 

Donald Crayton and Alfred 
Kunde (both Dept. 24) watched 
the old operation involving melt¬ 
ing metal and pouring it into 
forms. They visualized an easier 
and less hazardous way, using 
dental plaster, a flour-like sub¬ 
stance that becomes like dough 
when mixed with water. For a 
time it is easy to form but when 
it hardens it is a powerful solid. 

“Dental plaster can stand more 
rough usage than metal, it is 
easily shaped and sets quickly," 
C. H. Hahn, assistant cost reduc¬ 
tion supervisor, said. “Tests show 
the plaster will withstand pres¬ 
sures up to 11,500 pounds and 
that expansion during the drying 
process is far less than that of 
metal." 


Texas U. Seniors See 
Convair on Inside 

Forty-three University of Tex¬ 
as seniors got an inside look at 
Convair FW Division when they 
toured the plant recently. The 
electrical engineering majors 
heard a talk by A. R. Teasdale, 
design specialist, and a briefing 
by M. H. Holloway, administra¬ 
tive assistant to L. L. Turner. 



OPEN WIDE!—A process of 
creating pads for certain tools 
that "hurts" a lot less than the 
old way is in use at San Diego. 
At top is dental plaster being 
mixed. Lower photo shows how 
it is crammed into tool (see ar¬ 
rows) and hardens. Old way in¬ 
volved molten metal. 


Unexpected 
Simulated 
For Flyers 

Convair SD flight person¬ 
nel are being dunked in a 
swimming pool upside down; 
shot up a pole at 45 miles- 
an-hour; slid down a wire 
from a 40-foot tower; cast 
adrift in the ocean; and 
abandoned in the wilderness 
to survive for two days and 
a night with nothing more 
than two cans of ration and 
a few strips of parachute 
silk. 

And all for their own good! 

It's part of the Navy course at 
North Island Naval Air Station 
which teaches flyers to survive 
when the unexpected happens in 
the air. Thus far, more than a 
dozen members of experimental 
and production flight have at¬ 
tended. Eventually, all pilots, 
flight engineers, flight test engi¬ 
neers, etc., who fly for Convair 
SD will have the course behind 
them. 

W. J. Martin, chief engineering 
test pilot, who arranged for the 
enrollment of Convair personnel, 
said: 

“This is the type of training 
that has been needed for years 
for men who fly test airplanes, 
but no facilities have been avail¬ 
able. Now, aircraft firms from as 
far away as Los Angeles are tak¬ 
ing advantage of the Navy's gen¬ 
erous offer to teach survival 
tactics." 

The school's roster often reads 
like a “Who's Who" in aviation, 
with crack Navy and civilian fly¬ 
ers attending. However, rank is 
checked at the school door, and 
for five days, the students listen 
to advice offered by Lt. Cdr. Dan 
J. Bassett, officer - in - charge; 
Chief E. F. Wilson, chief instruc¬ 
tor, and a squad of instructors 
who know the latest information 
available on survival. 

Although students attend lec¬ 
tures, movies, and witness 
demonstrations from time to time 
throughout the course, their real 
training comes from devices rig¬ 
ged to simulate what happens 
when the unexpected occurs. 

There's a high tower to teach 
the flyers how to guide a para¬ 
chute, and a long slide where they 
learn to drop from the harness 
over land or water; a power- 
packed catapult that closely re¬ 
sembles the ejection seat in mod¬ 
ern aircraft; and a school favorite 
called the “Gilbert Dunker." 

The dunker is a salvaged cock¬ 
pit mounted on rails leading from 
a tower to the deep end of a 
swimming pool. Students are 
loaded down with normal flight 
gear (clothing, parachutes, life 
preservers and a life raft), strap¬ 
ped to the seat and sent careen¬ 
ing down the incline to end up in 
an inverted position under water. 
They must free themselves, swim 
to the surface and inflate the life 
raft and climb aboard. 

Another trying moment for the 
student comes when he is tossed 
overboard in the ocean and waits 
until a helicopter picks him up! 

Not all training sessions are 
held on North Island. The stu¬ 
dents are taken to a spot far from 
“civilization" and left with a few 
feet of string, some parachute 
silk, two cans of cold ration and 
a handshake. They must learn 
methods to snare wild game, spot 
water signs in an arid region and 
camp for the night with their 
meager supplies. For added dis¬ 
comfort, they go on a hike at 
night, using stars to “navigate." 

“Some of our teaching methods 
arc described as rough," Cdr. Bas¬ 
sett said. “But being able to 
survive is a grim business and the 
men who absorb some of our 
teachings should have a much 
better chance." 

“You can't help but absorb it 
(along with some water and 
sand)," E. H. Davies, SD flight 
test engineer, added. 
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AIRBORNE—Sully Kothmann, one of stars of CRA ice revue that starts tonight, gives a startling 
taste of one of his numbers. This is known as "Arabian Cartwheel" and Kothmann didn't wind up in 
hospital after this picture. He'll be on hand at Will Rogers Coliseum to show Convair folk how he gets 
down from this position without breaking ice or himself. 


Convair Drivers 
Pledge Safety 

Thousands of Convair FW em¬ 
ployees this week will be given a 
chance to join with thousands of 
other Texans marshaling forces 
in an effort to make this year’s 
holiday season a “bloodless Christ¬ 
mas.” 

The Green Cross safe driving 
campaign will be carried directly 
into each department of the plant, 
and supervision will invite each 
employee to participate, according 
.o B. G. Reed and M. L. Hicks, 
assistant division managers. 

To participate, employees need 
only to sign a pledge that they 
wil 1 conscientiously attempt to 
drive safely, and to encourage 
others to drive safely. 

Those who sign the pledge will 
be given a Green Cross windshield 
sticker attesting to their partici¬ 
pation. There is no charge, and 
NO donations are being sought. 

The campaign is being spon¬ 
sored jointly by the Fort Worth 
Safety Council and the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram. 

“We hope,” said Fred Temple, 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Toys For 200 Families 
Result From 'Fixatoy' 

Eight-hundred not-so-fortunate Fort Worth children 
will have toys this Christmas as result of the Convair 
Management Clubs plant-wide “Operation-Fixatoy.” 

Ray Kendall, 1953 Management Club president, an¬ 
nounced a “last chance” for Convair employees to clean 
out their homes, attics and garages of toys in sufficiently 
good condition to be worth repairing. 

We’ll still take toys up to the 


Waters of World 1 to 
Christen Seaplane 

As a climax to Convair’s cele¬ 
bration of the 50th anniversary 
of powered flight, a special cele¬ 
bration will be held tomorrow 
(Dec. 17) at San Diego in which 
the first production Convair R3Y 
seaplane will be christened 
“Tradewind.” 

Instead of the traditional 
“champagne,” the christening 
bottle will be filled with a com¬ 
bination of water from the “seven 
seas.” Convair customers all over 
the world have cooperated in 
sending samples of water from 
such points as the Baltic Sea, the 
Coral Sea, the Caribbean Sea, the 
Caspian and Tasmanian Seas. 


United Fund Sends Its Official 
Thanks For Con-Trib-Club Help 

Convair FW employees got an 
official “thanks” for the Convair 
Employees’ Con-Trib-Club pledge 
to United Fund for the fiscal year 
which began Dec. 1, 1953. 

A letter from Estil Vance, 
president of the Fort Worth-Tar- 
rant County United Fund, said in 
part: 

“The United Fund . . . cam¬ 
paign for 1954 has come to a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion. Our goal of 


Christmas Dance to 
Honor Supervision 

A Christmas dance honoring all 
Convair FW supervision and 
members of the Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club was announced this 
week by August C. Esenwein, 
division manager. 

The dance, to which invitations 
were being issued this week, will 
be held Saturday night, Dec. 19, 
at the Lake Worth Casino. Curley 
Broyles’ Orchestra will play for 
dancing. 

An entertainment program will 
feature “Uncle Willie,” the fa¬ 
mous mimic of Dallas. A snack 
bar will be available throughout 
the evening. 


$1,420,395 was exceeded at our 
last report meeting. . . . No en¬ 
deavor of this kind can ever be 
successful without the whole¬ 
hearted support of civic minded 
citizens such as Con-Trib-Club 
members who give generously. 

“It has been a most gratifying 
experience for us to have had a 
part in this campaign and to have 
worked with you in this worthy 
enterprise. 

“Your splendid efforts are most 
sincerely appreciated, for your 
support has made it possible for 
the 42 member agencies of the 
United Fund to continue their 
work serving the needs of our 
community. 

“Certainly it must be satisfying 
to know that you have done your 
part to make certain that the 
crippled, the sick, the blind and 
the helpless—and the many thou¬ 
sands of children in the city who 
need guidance and inspiration will 
have the care of agencies support¬ 
ed by the United Fund. 

“We can only say Thank you’ 
and trust that you will understand 
the measure of our gratitude.” 

Con-Trib-Club also donated an¬ 
other $23,000 in cash to the 
United Fund. 


beginning of the second shift on 
Friday, Dec. 18,” he said. “After 
that, it will be too late for us to 
make repairs before the deliver¬ 
ies.” 

Truckloads of toys which have 
been renovated by Convair volun¬ 
teers working at the home of G. 
N. Nesbitt, 3009 Haltom Rd., are 
now stored in Pioneer Palace 
awaiting delivery, according to 
F. F. Gignilliat, chairman of the 
operation’s disbursement commit¬ 
tee. 

Volunteers headed by Lawrence 
Armstrong, transportation chair¬ 
man, will begin deliveries to all 
parts of the city Sunday, Dec. 20. 

Toys will go to all the 200 
families listed by the Council of 
Social Agencies as being among 
the city's neediest. But there also 
will be “something extra” for 
Convair families who may be in 
financial distress due to lack of 
paychecks because of illness. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Today's the day!!!! 

For the fourth straight year, Convair FW’s CRA is 
throwing the biggest party of the year for employees and 
their families. 

It's an ice skating extravaganza topped by a Christmas 
party with Convair’s own Santa (Milt Stewart) on hand to 
hand out the gifts to Convair kiddies. 

To amuse papa are a bevy of 
lovely-to-look-at figure skaters. 

Mama’s sure to love the frothy 
costumes and wee tots and teen¬ 
agers who skate during the two- 
hour show. 

If you like Latin music, college 
songs, cowboy music, Hawaiian 
or just about any other kind — 
join the crowd headed for Will 
Rogers Coliseum. There’ll be a 
wide variety of acts featuring 
such top flight entertainers as 
Lucille Ash, Carol Williams, Sully 
Kothmann. All ages and sizes 
with numbers designed to delight 
and entertain. 

CRA’s own orchestra directed 
by Glenn Carter, CRA ice skat¬ 
ing commissioner, will provide the 
background music for the show. 

An extra-elaborate floor design 
with ice frozen over it has been 
perfected and installed by Gerry 
Olson and a crew of hard work¬ 
ers from Dept. 72. 

Other Convair employees who 
have helped to make this show 
the biggest yet are Hank Wen- 
dorf, decoration chairman who’s 
been tied up in tinsel, crepe pa¬ 
per, bells and what-have-you for 
several weeks. And at the helm 
of the whole thing are Fred Fost¬ 
er, Bill Parrish and Jim Shackel¬ 
ford, who have been worrying 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Painted Lines 
To Keep Traffic 
On Right Track 

A four-fold purpose was be¬ 
hind a recent addition of white 
and yellow lines in the yard areas 
at Convair FW. Broken white 
lines designate traffic lanes and 
solid yellow lines are ship tow 
routes. 

Fred Temple, safety supervis¬ 
or, said: 

“We feel the use of the single 
dash line will simplify and sep¬ 
arate the flow of traffic. Our 
new plan is similar to highway 
traffic regulation. Traffic will 
flow in a straight line and to the 
right of the center stripe.” 

Temple also listed 10 common 
sense rules for all Convair ve¬ 
hicle operators (bicycle riders in¬ 
cluded) to keep in mind: 

1. Drive to the right of the 
dash stripe. 

2. Drive to the point on traf¬ 
fic line nearest your destination, 
and, after proper signal, make 90- 
degree turn. 

3. Cross the dash stripe only 
al intersection or in making a 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Warm-Hearted Convair Folk Unite 
To Help Needy at Christmas Time 


As the Christmas spirit de¬ 
veloped in earnest at Convair FW 
Division, several departments 
' came through with plans to make 
it s real Christmas for distressed 
Fort Worth families. 

At press time, Dept. 82 had con- 


THE GREAT DIVIDE—Fred Gignilliat, chairman of disbursement 
committee of Fixatoy project, examines completed project at Pio¬ 
neer Palace and determines who gets what. 


tributed over $600 to buy food 
for 37 needy families in Fort 
Worth. They, as did most other 
departments with similar funds, 
contributed money ordinarily 
spent on cards for fellow workers. 

The pattern shop committee is 
headed by R. C. Loftin with E. G. 
Dunway, Lucy Bozman and Mrs. 
C, F. Wright serving as officers 
for the project. 

Accounting department has also 
set up a fund to buy clothes and 
food for at least one needy fam¬ 
ily. At presstime they had a 
total in excess of $300. The proj¬ 
ect was “spontaneous throughout 
the department” with Polly Hill 
responsible for most of the work. 

Representatives from each sec¬ 
tion of accounting assumed re¬ 
sponsibility for their separate 
division. 

Depts. 43, 44, 45 too have a 
fund expected to reach several 
hundred dollars. Their money will 
go to buy gifts and clothing for 
FW children through the Good- 
fellow Fund originated by the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 


Two Long Weekends 
Ahead For Convair 

Two long weekends are sched¬ 
uled for Convair Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion folks. 

Both Fridays of Christmas 
Day, Dec. 25 and New Year’s 
Day, Jan. 1, will be holidays. 
Only those persons will work who 
are specifically notified by their 
immediate supervisors. 


Skaters Open 
6-Day CRA ^ 
Xmas Revue ^ 
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CONVAIRIETY 


December 16, 1953 



NEW AWARD—Noble H. Moore, manager of industrial rela¬ 
tions and security at Convair Daingerfield, accepts award of 
appreciation from Capt. Joseph C. Kosalc. The award, from Lt. 
Gen. I. D. White, commanding the Fourth Army, recognized divi¬ 
sion's "cooperative spirit" in releasing employees for reserve military 
duty. _^ 

Seek Ch trie A 


Service Pins 


Births 


FORT WORTH 


The following service pins are due 
during the period Dec. 15 through Dec. 

3i. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, T. W. Ellis. 
Dept. 7, G. G. Baker. Dept. 8, C. J. 
Loock. Dept. 11, W. S. Lindsey. Dept. 
14, L. 0. Antonick. Dept. 18, W. C. 
Delorme, Jr. 

Dept. 20, A. D. Clements, M. B. 
Pruitt. Dept. 22, A. R. P. Everett. 
Dept. 24, G. Antonick. Dept. 25, C. 
Mayfield. Dept. 27, S. O. Howeth. Dept. 
31, C. L. Thompson. 

Dept. 44, J. E. Bartlett, H. R. Gar¬ 
ner, R. T. Isom, O. L. Seay. Dept. 45, 
E. D. Thompson. Dept. 48, J. S. Dish- 
man, J. O. Taylor. Dept. 50, V. H. 
Harrell, E. R. Stokes. Dept. 60, R. L. 
Dillow. Dept. 63, H. F. Cartwright, 
L. Davidson. 

Dept. 64, H. B. Douglass, J. B. Eat¬ 
on, J. T. Gay, R. W. Gilbert, J. W. 
Roeson. Dept. 74, H. A. Nix. Dept. 81, 
L. P. Moon. Dept. 82, R. C. Briggs, 
A. W. Tillman. 

Dept. 92, A. C. Stevenson, L. Turn- 
bo. Dept. 93, A. K. Geistman, W. B. 
Prater. Dept. 94, C. P. Massey. Dept. 
95, K. W. Arledge. Dept. 99, R. J. 
Sledge. 


Five-year pins: Dept. 4, L. M. Gause, 
J. Smith. Dept. 6, J. C. Boteler, J. M. 
Frost, Jr. R. O. Furlow, R. V. Hen¬ 

dricks, W. J. Peters, C. E. Sisler, Jr. 
Dept. 9, J. H. Everett. Dept. 14, R. O. 
Scritchfield. Dept. 15, G. A. Blevins, 

C. W. Hartley, S. H. Mason. 

Dept. 20, W. Mills. Dept. 22, N. H. 
Albertson, J. E. Boyd, Jr. Dept. 25, 

D. H. Bush, C. M. Loflin, R. Salter. 

Dept. 31, G. H. Aslinger, J. F. Ball- 

auer, D. E. Lewis. 

Dept. 43, R. E. Thommarson. Dept. 
46, G. L. Holt. Dept. 47, J. R. Fregia. 
Dept. 50, A. G. Kezer. Dept. 73, J. D. 
Larson, V. M. Ralph, F. W. Thomas. 
Dept. 74, L. C. Deaton, Jr. 

Dept. 75, R. D. McGrad’y. Dept. 76, 
W. R. Wright, Jr. Dept. 81, G. E. 
Hughes, Jr., J. O. Orr. Dept. 82, M. E. 
Blacklock. Dept. 92, P. Paskos, B. Ro¬ 
per. Dept. 93, J. W. Evans. Dept. 94, 
C. L. Williams. Dept. 99, B. A. Bobo. 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $634.65 for the 
week ending Dec. 4, 1953. 

Dept. 11, Contract: B. Little. 

Dept. 15, Industrial Security: H. B. 
Henderson, E. L. Roach. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: E. L. Langley. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: L. H. 
Poohle. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Pi’oduction: H. 
L. Laseeter. 

Dept. '47, Outer Wing and Engines: 

C. W. Martin. 

Dept. 61, Final Acceptance: C. J. 
Samuel. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: P. E. Noe, O. 

D. Smith, S. G. Yarnell. 

Dept. 76, Electronics: C. L. Gresham, 
jr., W. W. Franklin. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
K. D. Bell, Jr. 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

HIGGS—Son, Rickey Lee, 11 lbs. 8 
oz., born Nov. 27 to Mr. and Mrs. O. 
L. Higgs, Dept. 22-2. 

DAINGERFIELD 

EDRINGTON—Son, Andrew Burns, 6 
lbs. 7 oz., born Nov. 13 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. E. Edrington, Dept. 5. 

WILSON—Son, Thomas Allen, 7 lbs. 
7 oz., born Nov. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 

E. R. Wilson, Dept. 1. 


Convair Drivers Will 
Sign Safety Pledge 

(Continued from Page 1) 
safety engineering supervisor, “to 
sign up more motorists than all 
the rest of Tarrant County put 
together.”. 

Said Fort Worth Traffic Capt. 
J. D. Dunwoody: 

“No amount of police enforce¬ 
ment will solve our traffic prob¬ 
lem unless the driver has the 
proper attitude. 

“A person conscientious enough 
to sign the pledge and to exhibit 
a Green Cross on his car likely 
will be conscientious about his 
driving. 

“If a driver respects his fellow 
men and the law, there most cer¬ 
tainly will be fewer accidents.” 


Painted Lines Help 
Control FW Traffic 

(Continued from Page 1) 
left turn. 

4. Vehicle making a turn yields 
right of way. 

5. Move to the right to allow 
traffic to pass only on left side. 

6. Give standard signals to let 
your intentions be known. 

7. Observe driving courtesy 
and all caution or traffic signs. 

8. Observe the 20 mph max¬ 
imum speed limit. Slower under 
adverse conditions. 

9. At night, all vehicles must 
have head lights and reflectors. 

10. Emergency vehicles have 
the right of way on an emerg¬ 
ency call. 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision, effective Nov. 30, 1953 ; 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to engineering 
publications editor, R. H. Hands ; to 
structures engineer, E. K. Hensley; to 
senior design engineer, J. T. King. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: to cost analysis super¬ 
visor, J. Lynn. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
master scheduler, R. B. Longerbeam. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: to vendor qual¬ 
ity control supervisor, A. E. Coston. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
foreman group III, W. J. Johnson. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

J. S. Stevens, Dept. 30, wishes to 
thank Convair friends and fellow work¬ 
ers for helping him build his home 
during his recent illness. 


Toys Built by FW 
Club to Please 800 

(Continued from Page 1) 
“We’ll try to make their 
Christmas a little brighter than it 
otherwise might be,” said Gignil- 
liat. 

Other club members who served 
as committeemen on the project 
included: A1 Combs, second shift 
chairman; Chick Allen, W. F. Sut¬ 
ton, Newman Johnson, Wes Mag- 
nuson, J. E. McBride, Fred Car- 
lile, Sam Keith, Mai Holloway, 
Bob Vollmer, Andy Anderson, 
Frank Denby and Lou Lyte. 


★ CeMaiHetif if 
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San Diego,Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 




Coggan Named 
Drive Chairman 


Division Manager B. F. Coggan 
of Convair San Diego has been 
appointed general chairman of the 
1954 American Red Cross cam-- 
paign in San Diego, Chapter 
Chairman Donald E. Hanson an¬ 
nounced this month. 

Coggan, long active in Red 
Cross work, was corporate gifts 
division chairman in the 1953 Red 
Cross campaign. 

In accepting the appointment, 
Coggan expressed confidence that 
early organization and planning 
will assure the success of the 
drive for members and funds. 

“A number of community and 
business leaders already have vol¬ 
unteered for the campaign which 
opens March 1, 1954,” he said. 
“Their enthusiasm and under¬ 
standing of the tremendous need 
for support of Red Cross services 
in Korea, where nothing is over 
but the shooting, wherever disas¬ 
ter strikes throughout the world 
and right here in San Diego 
where hundreds of families turn 
to the Red Cross each month, will 
help make this one of the Red 
Cross’ most outstanding fund 
raising efforts.” 


TALKING IT OVER—W. F. Sutton, new second shift vice presi¬ 
dent of Convair FW Management Club; Jack Brittain, new presi¬ 
dent, and Ray Kendall, out-going president, get together for chat 
at recent fellowship meeting. New officers were elected last month 
in annual balloting. 


Training Courses Starting in '54 
Cover a Wide Range of Subjects 


Coggan met with division chair¬ 
men earlier this month to map 
campaign strategy and plan en¬ 
listment of 10,000 volunteer 
workers. 

Two Turkeys Await 
Lucky Ice Skaters 

Two lucky ice skaters at Con¬ 
vair San Diego will receive free 
Christmas turkeys as door prizes 
at the regular CRA ice skating 
session tomorrow night (Dec. 17) 
at Glacier Garden, according to 
E. H. Davies, ice skating commis¬ 
sioner. 

“It is quite possible St. Nick 
might make an appearance to pass 
out gum and candy to the kid¬ 
dies,” Davies said. “You know, of 
course, that he is quite an ice 
skater.” 

Davies pointed out that al¬ 
though there will be no formal 
instruction, the ice arena will be 
open on Dec. 24 and Jan. 31 for 
CRA skating. 


One more needy Fort Worth 
family will have a real Christmas 
this year — thanks to Convair 
FW Dept. 24 — and at no ex¬ 
tra expense to the department’s 
employees. 

J. R. Shuter, tool liaison super¬ 
visor, and a group from his de¬ 
partment put their heads together 
a few weeks ago and decided to 
organize a fund to benefit a Fort 
Worth family. 

Money usually spent for cards 
and postage to fellow employees 
would be contributed to the fund 
and used to buy food and presents 
to make a brighter Christmas for 


Courses ranging in subject mat¬ 
ter from vacuum tube character¬ 
istics to beginning typing are 
scheduled to get under way Jan. 
4-18 at Convair FW. 

Classes will be available in the 
following subjects if a minimum 
of 15 enroll for the class: 

Aircraft and engine mechanics, 
aircraft blueprint reading, funda¬ 
mentals of electricity and math¬ 
ematics, vacuum tube characteris¬ 
tics, radio transmitters, radio re¬ 
ceivers, mathematics-shop, trig¬ 
onometry, advanced shop mathe¬ 
matics, produ ction illustration, 
aircraft drafting, elements of tool 
and operation planning, shorthand 
review, beginners shorthand, re¬ 
view typing, beginners typing and 
effective business communication. 

Most subjects will be taught in 
50-hour courses. Qualified instruc- 


someone. 

“We’re expecting several hun¬ 
dred dollars,” Shuter said, “and 
it really doesn’t cost our employ¬ 
ees any more than they would 
spend for cards.” 

A large decorated sign has 
been posted in the department on 
which contributing employees 
may sign their names and make 
donations. 

Committee members headed by 
Shuter are Gene Paul, Don Nolen, 
“Stinky” McKibbon, Ruben Trie- 
tsch, Ruth Autry, J. Crabb on 
first shift and Bill Burnett, Jo 
Posey, and Dick Shore on sec¬ 
ond shift. 


tors, approved by Convair as well 
as the State Board for Vocational 
Education will teach. 

Classes will meet after work 
hours for first shift and before 
work hours for second shift. They 
will meet in plant conference 
rooms or in class room at Tech¬ 
nical Institute. 

Upon completion of a course 
each student receives a certificate 
from the Fort Worth Public 
Schools plus a training record 
from Convair which is placed 
with the employee’s permanent 
record. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from the training sec¬ 
tion, Col. 73 Administration 
building, ext. 5245 or 5188. 

Skaters Start CRA 
Ice Revue Tonight 

(Continued from Page 1) 
about everything from the show 
to the weather tonight. 

Also sweating it out are C. J. 
Hall, CRA business manager, and 
CRA’s own Charlene Kelly. 

Couple tickets were distributed 
this week to employees through 
their department clerks. The tick¬ 
ets entitle them to bring their 
youngsters too. 

Fred Gignilliat, employment su¬ 
pervisor, was in charge of ticket 
distribution. 

So come one and all to your 
Christmas party and ice show to¬ 
night, Dec. 16 through Dec. 21 
with a matinee on Sunday. The 
time: 7:30 nightly, 2 p.m. Sun¬ 
day. The’place: Will Rogers Col¬ 
iseum. The reason: For a whop¬ 
ping good time. 


Christmas Card Money Diverted 
To Form Gift For Needy Family 


Ct.ttwt uNjcrsignM. this means of conveying to uou, our friends at Convair a 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 'lM 


V- 


CHRISTMAS SPIRIT—Dept. 24 at FW started early with Christmas spirit. They are saving Christ¬ 
mas card and stamp money for donating food and gifts to a needy family. Gene Paul and Joe Shuter 
in this photo are posing with sign. 
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Two More AF Wings 
Pass 1 r 000 Hours 
Of Flying in B-36s 

Two more B-36 Wings this 
month received recognition for 
their 1,000 hours of B-36 flying. 

Accepting the new Convair 
1000-hour plaques are the 72nd 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing at 
Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico, and 
42nd Bombardment Wing at Lime¬ 
stone AFB, Maine. 

B. G. Reed and M. L. Hicks, 
assistant FW division managers, 
and Gus Green, chief of FW serv¬ 
ice, made the presentations. 

Other wings that have received 
the award are: 7th and 11th 
Bombardment Group, 8th Air 
Force at Carswell; 28th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing, 8th AF, 
Ellsworth AFB; 5th Strategic Re¬ 
connaissance Wing, 14th Air Di¬ 
vision, 15th AF, Travis AFB; 
92nd Bombardment Wing, 57th 
Air Division, 15th AF, Fairchild 
AFB; 6th Bomb Wing, 47th Air 
Division, 8th AF, Walker AFB; 
and 99th Strategic Reconnais¬ 
sance Wing, 57th Air Division, 
15th AF, Fairchild AFB. 


SD Man Wins 
So. Calif. Award 

For the third straight year a 
Convair San Diego employee has 
been named the outstanding ap¬ 
prentice in the Southern Califor¬ 
nia region by the educational de¬ 
partment of the National Asso¬ 
ciation- of Manufacturers. 

Edward B. Denton, a tool and 
die apprentice in Dept. 24, is the 
1953 winner of the award. 

A graduate of Grossmont High 
School and San Diego Junior Col¬ 
lege, Denton entered the appren¬ 
tice program in Sept., 1950, and 
is scheduled to graduate in Janu¬ 
ary, 1954. 

James M. Guess, Dept. 300, is 
the latest graduate of the appren¬ 
tice program, having graduated 
in November, 1953. 

Other Convair employees to win 
the outstanding apprentice award 
were Richard Planchon in 1951 
and Reuben Grossman in 1952. 



\ 


TOP MAN—Edward B. Den¬ 
ton of San Diego, named out¬ 
standing apprentice in Southern 
California region by N.A.M. 


Wills Takes New Job 

Tom Wills, Dept. 3, this month 
was appointed executive develop¬ 
ment administrator at San Diego 
replacing Claude Roberts who is 
transferring to contracts depart¬ 
ment, according to D. C. Wilkens 
Jr., manager of industrial rela¬ 
tions. 



For Many an Engineer at San Diego, 
Alma Mater Means Convair College' 

For San Diego engineers “alma mater” may mean Cal Tech or MIT or NYU or any 
of a host of great names in education. But a substantial number admit divided “col¬ 
legiate” loyalties that stem back to “undergraduate days” at another great center of 

learning, the San Diego Divi sion factory departments. _ 

“It isn’t widely known, 


but a 

considerable number of our engi¬ 
neering personnel have served as 
many or more years on the manu¬ 
facturing side as they have on the 
engineering side,” H. T. Brooks, 
engineering personnel supervisor, 
revealed. 

As an example he cited a re¬ 
cent survey in the electrical and 
electronics group that revealed 25 
per cent carry “degrees” from 
“Convair College.” 

“Thirty-four of the 125 people 
in our group fall into this cate¬ 
gory,” said Paul D. Ferrara, 
senior design group engineer. 
“Others have had shop experience 
elsewhere but we refer strictly 
to previous experience at Convair 
SD in this survey.” 

Time spent in “Convair Col¬ 
lege” ranges from almost 11 years 
dpwn to a little over a year with 
the average between three and 


Two Tie for Housekeeping Award 
With Perfect Monthly Records 

Manufacturing control at Plant < ★ ★ ★ 


1 made a big vault from sixth to 
first to tie plant engineering, 
Plant 1, for monthly housekeeping 
honors at San Diego during No¬ 
vember. The two departments will 
share the good housekeeping 
award. 

Plant engineering, Plant 2, 
climbed into second place in the 
standings with electronics and 
fabrication, Plant 2, following in 
that order. 

Average violations per em¬ 
ployee dropped from .029 in Octo¬ 
ber to .016 in November. 


Violations 
Per Employee 
Nov. Oct. 


Manufacturing Control, 

Plant 1 . 

Plant Eng., Plant 1 
Plant Eng., Plant 2 .. 

Electronics . 

Fabrication, Plant 2 
340 Major and Final 

Experimental .. 

Fabrication, Plant 1 
Mfg Control, Plant 2 
Toe Mfg., Plant 1 .. 
Tool Mfg., Plant 2 .. 

Material .. 

T-29 Primary & Major . 

R3Y Major .. 

T-29 Final .. 

Field Operations . 

R3Y Final .. 

F-102 .. 


.000 
.000 
.002 
.003 
.005 
.006 
.007 
.. .008 
.. .008 
.. .010 
.015 
.017 
.. .022 
.025 
.025 
.039 
.047 
.. .097 


.016 

.000 

.011 

.014 

.043 

.042 

.015 

.000 

.107 

.031 

.135 

.008 

.032 

.014 

.000 

.000 

.022 

.045 


five years for the group. 

R. R. Parga, V. E. Korski and 
M. A. Crosley, all design engi¬ 
neers, are veteran “graduates” in 
the group, having worked 10 *4, 
8 and IV 2 years respectively in 
factory departments at SD before 
moving to engineering assign¬ 
ments. Supervisors in the group 
like C. B. King, design group 
engineer, and Bill Garcia, design 
specialist, have also served “time” 
in factory departments. 

Because of the complexity of 
modern aircraft design and be¬ 
cause changes are constantly 


being made in new models, it is 
essential that engineering and 
factory personnel work hand in 
hand to iron out problems, Fer¬ 
rara commented. 

“Newcomers have to be taught 
factory procedures and practices 
followed by Convair, while these 
shop veterans know the score 
from past experience,” he added. 
“Probably the most important 
thing they have learned is how 
to compromise. 

“And it is a fact that any mod¬ 
ern airplane is largely a series of 
compromises.” 


Drive Donation 
Draws Thanks 

Thanks for the support Convair 
San Diego employees gave to the 
1954 United Success Drive 
through their Con-Trib-Club was 
received this month from Rear 
Adm. Wilder D. Baker, USN, Ret., 
president. 

In a letter to the Con-Trib-Club 
committee, Adm. Baker wrote in 
part: 

“Words cannot express my deep 
gratitude to you and to the mem¬ 
bers of the Con-Trib-Club for 
their additional contribution. 

“Please convey my feelings to 
them and commend them for their 
contribution which is the highest 
amount for any single employee 
group. ,r 

(Con-Trib’s original gift was 
$75,000, later supplemented by 
an additional $6,000.) 



"ALUMNI"—Not all Convair SD engineers come from behind ivy walls. Here is a sample from 
three sections (electronics, military electrical and 340-T-29, all parts of electronics and electrical group) 
who came from factory. They are grouped according to section. In foreground are William Garcia, left, 
design specialist, and C. B. King, military electrical supervisor. 
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CONTACT POINT—W. H. Allen of Dept. 25, shown at ham 
radio rig with which he receives messages from far points in world 
and relays to individuals in Los Angeles and Pomona area. 

'Am I Father?' Among Novel Queries 
Pomona Radio Operator Answers 

“Can you find out if I’m a father yet? Our baby was 
due last week, but I haven’t heard from my wife in over 
a month. Could you check wi th her and find out how she 
made out?” 


A. R. Osborn, Convair FW 
Division Dept. 65 foreman, and 
0. A. Lindsey, Dept. 65 assistant 
foreman, and their “brain child” 
are the reason why. They’ve in¬ 
vented a new type aerator for 
minnow buckets. 

It all started early one morning 
when Osborn and Lindsey were 
going fishing. They started off 
without bait, hoping to be able to 
get some at their destination. 
When they arrived there was nary 
a minnow to be found. 

“Why don’t we rig up some de¬ 
vice to keep minnows alive on 
long trips?” said Osborn to his 
fellow angler. 

So they did. They put their 
heads together and decided some¬ 
thing to keep air moving in a 
bucket would be all they needed. 
(Minnows don’t live long without 
air in the water.) 

Osborn headed for his work¬ 
shop when he got back to Fort 
Worth. _ In about an hour he’d 
rigged up his aerator. Lindsey, 
too, was at work—on the same 
principle but in a larger size. 

It was a small rubber hose at¬ 
tached on one end to a windshield 
wiper tube in an automobile, and 
on the other end to a plastic con¬ 
tainer that fits inside a standard 
minnow bucket. 

They compared notes: 

“Looks like it’ll work,” they 
said, “but let’s try it.” 

So they rigged it up in Osborn’s 
car and found that the air circu¬ 
lated nicely through the bucket. 

“Well, if it works for us,” they 
decided, “other fishermen should 
be interested in it.” 

So the pair applied for a patent 
which is now pending Bids are 
being received and they are look¬ 
ing for a manufacturer. 

“One of the biggest advantages, 
we think,” Osborn said, “is it’s 
price. Most other aerators cost 
about $15. We plan to retail ours 
for about $3. Any fisherman can 
afford one.” 

Osborn and Lindsey expected to 
have their minnow bucket aera¬ 
tors on the market this month. 


'That Night Man 
Target of Poem 

Convairiety herewith breaks 
a rule of long standing which un¬ 
til now has ruled out poetry. 
Following was submitted by E. E. 
Smith of Dept. 603 at San Diego, 
author unkown. 

THAT OLD ALIBI 
It must have been the night man, 
boss 

That made that awful bull; 

I don’t see how he holds his job, 
He sure must have a pull. 

Now my work’s done with 
accuracy, 

My job is always right, 

And if there’s any bum work 
done, 

It’s always in the night. 

It must have been the night man, 
boss, 

That made that shaft too small; 
You know the kind of work I do, 
So it wasn’t me at all. 

If that guy would go to bed 

and get his rest, you see 
I think that he’d be pretty good— 
Almost as good as me. 

It must have been the night man, 
boss. 

He must measure with a stick. 
If he would learn to read his 
“mike” 

Then that would do the trick. 

I tried to teach him all I know 
And show him how as well, 
But all the thanks I got from him 
Was “Aw, you go to h-.” 

Longer Hours for 
Gift Shop Slated 

Convair’s Gift Shop in the 
CRA Clubhouse at San Diego 
will be open longer hours until 
Christmas for the benefit of 
late shoppers, according to J. K. 
Field, employee service super¬ 
visor. 

The shop will be open from 
10 a.m. until 7:30 p.m. daily 
Monday through Friday and 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Sat¬ 
urday. 


Lost Anything? Try 
A Call at Bldg. 32 

Did you know Convair SD has 
a Lost and Found department? 

If you have lost some item in¬ 
side the plant there is a possibil¬ 
ity you may find it by checking 
with employee service at either 
plant. 

They have a large collection of 
wedding rings (for both men and 
women) as well as a small dia¬ 
mond ring and a Masonic ring. 
There are earrings by the score 
and keys by the pound. A cigar¬ 
ette lighter and a silver cigarette 
case are waiting to be claimed 
along with two men’s watches, a 
gold locket and chain and an iden¬ 
tification bracelet. They even 
have a Bronze Star and a well- 
worn New Testament! 

Employee service at Plant 2 is 
located in Bldg. 2, ext. 508. At 
Plant 1, call at Bldg. 32, ext. 1245. 


Connie's Quiz 



1. What is the annual cost of 

tabulating paper used at Convair 
San Diego? $35,000? $70,000? 

$ 100 , 000 ? 

2. Approximately how many 
miles of cheesecloth is used an¬ 
nually at Convair SD? 300? 
450? 600? 

3. How many band saw blades 

aie used during an average month 
at San Diego? 2,500? 3,600? 

4,700 ? 

★ ★ ★ 

*00 L‘t ‘8 ‘09* 'Z *000*001$ ‘I 


A request like that, coming 
from a total stranger half-way 
around the world, would startle 
the average person. But it’s rou¬ 
tine stuff for radio amateurs, ac¬ 
cording to Convair Pomona’s W. 
H. “Bill” Allen, Dept. 25. 

“I receive similar messages 
from all parts of the world on 
the average of a half-dozen times 
a month,” Allen said. “Mostly 
they come from servicemen sta¬ 
tioned in the Aleutians, Hawaii, 
or other islands in the Pacific, 
who have families residing in the 
Los Angeles area.” 

If at all possible, Allen usually 
complies with these requests, 
especially if they come from serv¬ 
icemen. The message concerning 
the over-due baby came from a 
soldier in Hawaii. Allen placed a 
telephone call to the wife, found 
out that the baby was expected 
that night, that all arrangements 
had been made, and that the ex¬ 
pectant mother was feeling as 
well as could be expected under 
the circumstances. He quickly re¬ 
layed the information to the hus¬ 


band, via radio, of course. 

“My phone bill is sometimes 
pretty steep, but I’m glad to be 
of service. Most amateurs are, 
for that matter,” Allen said. 
“I spent 11 years in the Pan¬ 
ama Canal Zone—that’s where I 
first became interested in ama¬ 
teur radio—and I know how im¬ 
portant information from home 
can be, especially in emergen¬ 
cies.” 

Allen seldom misses a night 
working with his amateur set, but 
unless something interesting is 
coming through he doesn’t stay 
with it long. When conditions 
have been right, he has contacted 
other amateurs as far away as 
France, England, North Africa, 
New Zealand and Australia. 

Recently Allen received a mes¬ 
sage from a serviceman in Ha¬ 
waii, stating that the man’s father 
was in a hospital, wanting Allen 
to get information so that an 
emergency leave could be ar¬ 
ranged. 

“That took some real detective 
work,” Allen said. “All I had to 
go on was the. name of the man’s 
sister in Glendale. I called her, 
but she wasn’t at home. Then I 
made a broadcast schedule with 
the man for the same time the 
following night. I contacted an¬ 
other amateur in Glendale by 
radio, and the following day he 
contacted the man’s family and 
found that the father was well 
on the way to recovery and that 
the leave was not necessary. I 
relayed the information to a very 
happy serviceman that night.” 

When an amateur makes con¬ 
tact by radio with another 
“ham” a considerable distance 
away, each usually acknowl¬ 
edges the contact by mailing 
the other a card. One of Allen’s 
most prized possessions is a 
card from Capt. Kurt Carlson 
of the “Flying Enterprise,” 
which sank off the coast of 
England a few years ago. 

“I contacted Carlson on his dis¬ 
astrous voyage, but before his 
ship got’ into trouble. Then on 
the maiden voyage of the ‘Flying 
Enterprise II’ he called me to 
apologize for not acknowledging 
the call with a card. That time 
he mailed a card,” Allen said. 


Meeting Cancelled 

The CRA Chorus at San Diego 
will not meet on Dec. 28, accord¬ 
ing to W. A. Vogel, director. First 
meeting of the new year will be 
at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 4 at CRA Club¬ 
house. 



“Why do Santa Clauses alwa: l 
smell like mothballs?” 



"Do you have a material pass?" 


Financial Report Reflects Activity 
Of Con-Trib-Club During Full Year 

Following is the first annual audit covering affairs of 
the Con-Trib-Club at Convair San Diego for the period of 
Oct. 1, 1952 to Sept. 30, 1953. Also included is an account¬ 
ing of assets and disbursements of the Emergency Aid 
Fund, dated Sept. 30, 1953. 

Statement of Receipts and Disbursements, Convair San Diego Con-Trib-Club, 
Oct. 1, 1952 to Sept. 30, 1953. 

RECEIPTS 

Payroll deduction . 

Individual Contributions ... 

Total income --- 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Community Chest 


CHARITY FUND 


$199,718.75 

252.23 


$199,970.98 


San Diego ($47,900.00) 
Chula Vista ( 1,165.50) 

--.80) 


Escondido 

Coronado 

Vista 

Oceanside 

Carlsbad 


394.1 
331.80) 

88.20) 

65.10) 

54.60) 

San Diego Hospital Association . 

San Diego Chapter—American Red Croes 
San Diego Branch—American 

Cancer Society .......... 

Crippled Children Society of San Diego .... 

San Diego County Heart Association . 

San Diego County Arthritis Foundation .... 
National Foundation for 

Infantile Paralysis .-.~... 

Cerebral Pals’y Foundation 

of San Diego County .-.-...... 

Vauclain Home .—........ 

International Guiding Eye, Inc. 

United Jewish Fund ... 

California School for Deaf Children . 

Union Shoe Fund .-. 

Sunshine School ...-... 

Total disbursements direct to charity .. 

Balance .....-. 

Less : transfers . to Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club—Emergency Aid Fund .... 
Balance due Emergency Aid Fund - 


50,000.00 


25,000.00 

24,840.00 

8 , 000.00 

7,000.00 

6,000.00 

6,000.00 

5,793.77 

5,000.00 

1,203.25 

1 , 100.00 

1,000.00 

223.55 

200.00 

35.00 


SURPLUS 


Cash in bank . 

Account Receivable 
Total assets . 


EMERGENCY AID FUND 
Assets 


-Charity Fund 


$ 17,911.00 
2,086.10 


$ 13,387.35 
2,086.10 


Account Payable 
Surplus 


Liabilities and Surplus 

-Charity Fund ..~. 


141,395.57 
$ 58,575.41 


19,997.10 
$ 38,578.31 


$ 15,473.45 
.46 

15,472.99 
$ 15,473.45 


Total liabilities and surplus .. 

Statement of receipts and disbursements 
July 1953 to Sept. 30, 1953 

RECEIPTS 

Con-Trib-Club Charity Fund 

10% of receipts ------. $ 19,997.10 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Emergency Aid (60 cases) .—....... 4,524.11 

Surplus ....„........ $ 15,472.99 

CERTIFICATE 

I have examined the statement of financial condition of Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club Charity Fund and the statement of receipts and disbursements from 
beginning of operations in October, 1952 to Sept. 30, 1953. (Also Convair Em¬ 
ployees Con-Trib-Club Emergency Aid Fund from beginning of operations in 
July, 1953 to Sept. 30, 1953). 

In my opinion, the accompanying statement of financial condition and related 
statement of receipts and disbursements, of which this certificate is a part, present 
fairly the financial position of the Convair Employees Con-Trib-Club Charity 
Fund (and Emergency Aid Fund) at Sept. 30, 1953 and the results of its oper¬ 
ations for the period then ended, in conformity with generally accepted account¬ 
ing principles. 

Clyde D. Powell 
Certified Public Accountant 



OXYGEN "TENT"—Minnows get fresh air by force-feed with 
gadget developed by two Fort Worth anglers. Tube is attached 
to auto windshield wiper, which keeps air bubbling into bucket 
while enroute to fishing grounds. 

Force Feed 

Auto Windshield Wipers Pipe 
Oxygen to Anglers' Minnows 

Fishermen who have long worried about a practical 
and inexpensive way to keep minnows alive for any length 
of time can stop worrying. 
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Reunion Ends 
Long Hunt For 
Missing Father 

A 36-year search proved re¬ 
warding to Lavelle Hardee, Con- 
vair FW Dept. 14 employee, re¬ 
cently when she located her father 
—missing since 1917. 

The story started with her par¬ 
ents’ separation when Lavelle was 
four years old. Later, when she 
was grown, she began a long and 
apparently hopeless effort to lo¬ 
cate the father she could scarcely 
remember. 

She ran ads in Variety and 
other show business papers. (Her 
father had been in theatrical work 
when she was a child.) She tried 
in vain to locate him through a 
radio program. 

Finally a friend located a 
Charles Evans in Topeka, Kan. 
He took a chance, knowing this 
was the same name as her father’s 
brother. He called the Evans’ 
home and discovered it was the 
right family. They told him the 
long-sought father, Henry, was 
living in Kansas City, Mo., and 
gave him the address. 

As soon as Mrs. Hardee re¬ 
ceived the information she wrote 
and made plans for a reunion in 
Topeka. The day before Thanks¬ 
giving, Mrs. Hardee left for Kan¬ 
sas. 

“I was almost a little afraid to 
meet him,” she said. “It had been 
so long. He said he wouldn’t meet 
me at the station because he 
wanted to be sitting down when 
he saw me.” 

“My aunt and uncle met me 
early that morning and we went 
home. I could hardly believe I 
was spending Thanksgiving with 
my family, I’d been looking for 
so many years. Daddy just kept 
calling me his little girl, over and 
over. It was really a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.” 



SEARCH ENDS—Lavelle Har¬ 
dee of Dept. 14 FW who found 
her father after 36 years of 
searching. 


Longtime Convair SD 
Employee is Dead 

John G. (Jack) Chambers Sr., 
longtime Convair SD employee 
died Nov. 29 after a lengthy ill¬ 
ness. He had been with the com¬ 
pany for 17 years and was Main¬ 
tenance foreman in Dept. 25. 

He leaves his wife, Mrs. Eliza¬ 
beth Chambers; a son, John G. 
Jr.; a daughter, Doris, and two 
grandchildren. 



FLASHBACK—When R. L. Sattro of Dept. 27 SD retraveled 
honeymoon route recently, he had novel "freight" aboard trailer, 



THIS WAS THEN—Mrs. Sattro, as she appeared when she and 
husband took honeymoon in Model T. A quarter-century later they 
retraced route, also "with" Model T. 


Friends Help Out When 
Illness Halts Building 

Many hands do make work light as Barney Pomeroy, 
Convair FW Dept. 25-3 employee, is finding out this 
month. 

Pomeroy was building his own home in Springtown, 
about 30 miles from Fort Worth. His wife had helped by 


a 1926 Model T, identical to car he drove on honeymoon. Sattro 
is shown at trailer hitch. 

26 Years Later 


Dragging Model T Behind Them, 
Pair Retake Honeymoon Trip 


drawing the plans and perfecting | 
the design. Also on hand was 
Barney Jr., Convair FW Dept. 4-6 
employee, and his wife Sue. 

Work was going along nicely 
until a few weeks ago when the 
senior Pomeroy was stricken with 
a heart attack. 

“It looked as though there 
would be a big delay in getting 
the house finished,” Pomeroy said. 
“I couldn’t even get out of bed 
for some time, and the doctor said 
I’d have to take it easy.” 

And that is where Pomeroy’s 
Dept. 25-3 friends entered the pic¬ 
ture. They heard of Pomeroy’s 
illness and realized work on his 
new home would be severely ham¬ 
pered. Armed with hammers, 
saws, nails and an abundance of 
energy, they headed for Spring- 
town—and the Pomeroy home. 

“Nine of them worked one day 
in addition to my own family,” 
Pomeroy related. “It’s amazing 
how much work they did.” 

“We hope to get two or three 
more crews together,” said L. F. 
Ferguson, one of the instigators 
of the good-will gesture. “Then 
maybe they’ll be able to move in 
by Christmas or shortly after.” 

During the weekdays, Pomeroy 
rests on a lounge in one of the 
rooms and watches the proceed¬ 
ings. He has plenty of time to 
plan extra features for houses, 
like built-in furniture and extra¬ 
deep closets. 

L. L. Lynch, also of Dept. 25-3, 
is building a new home nearby, 
but still finds enough time to help 
out the Pomeroys. 

Mrs. Pomeroy, the architect for 
the five-room house, pitches in 
with the rest and has already 
paneled most of the rooms. 

The younger Pomeroy, who 
works second shift, has his day¬ 
time free to help uut. His wife 


lends a helping hand when two- 
year old Danny and eight months 
old Larry aren’t trying to help 
with the house-building, too. 

When the Convair crew went 
to Springtown to help out, friends 
and neighbors cooked dinner for 
the workers: W. C. Dobyns, A. 
W. Herrington, C. H. Pitillo, 
F. E. Watson, R. Killingsworth, 
L. Ivy, W. C. Gee, Ferguson and 
Lynch. 

James Phillips Dies 
Suddenly at Home 

James H. Phillips, subcontracts 
supervisor at Convair SD died 
suddenly Dec. 5 at his home in Del 
Mar. 

A native of Illinois, he had been 
with the company nine years and 
was widely known in this area 
through his many contacts while 
serving in various capacities in 
purchasing, material and subcon¬ 
tracts departments. 

He leaves his wife, Mrs. Lydia 
Phillips, one son and four daugh¬ 
ters. 


Toastmasters Invite 
New Members at SD 

An invitation to Convair San 
Diego male employees to take 
part in activities of the Convair 
Toastmasters was extended this 
week by Monroe Jones, club presi¬ 
dent. 

The club meets weekly and is 
open to anyone interested in im¬ 
proving their speech. 

For further details call Jones, 
ext. 522, Plant 1, or Andy Ander¬ 
son, ext. 260, Plant 1. 


We help our own through Con- 
Tiib-Club. Join today. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Sattro (he’s 
in Dept. 27) were back in San 
Diego this month after a vacation 
“pilgrimage” over the same 1,800- 
mile route they covered 26 years 
ago in a 1926 model “T” Ford 
roadster. This time they made 
the trip in an Oldsmobile and— 
believe it or not—they towed a 
model T on a trailer behind! 

“The first trip was a lot more 
exciting,” Sattro said, “because in 
those days it wasn’t every day 
that you started off on such a 
jaunt by automobile.” 

The recent “pilgrimage” came 
about when Sattro, a builder of 
model antique cars, decided he 
wanted the “real McCoy,” a life- 
size antique auto. He priced a 
few (some ran from $5,000 up) 
and was about to give up in dis¬ 
gust until Mrs. Sattro hit on an 
idea: why not buy a Ford like the 
first one they Owned when they 
were married in 1926? 

“I located a lot of model ‘Ts’ 
for sale but none of the make and 
model we first owned,” Sattro 
said. 

However, a brother in Iowa 
found what he was seeking and 
purchased the car from an old 
bachelor who had driven and li¬ 
censed the car every year since 
he bought it new in 1926. 

Arriving in Iowa on vacation, 
the Sattros could find no rental 
trailer with which to transport 
their “find” back to California. 
They settled the problem by buy¬ 
ing a trailer made to haul racing 
cars and set off on the 2,100-mile 
trip home with their car riding 
behind. 

They selected a route through 
Miami, Ariz., the city from which 
they started and ended that 
memorable trip in 1927 by Ford. 
En route, they stopped to renew 
old friendships made those many 
years ago. 

“We couldn’t help but compare 
the two trips and note the many 
differences,” Mrs. Sattro said. 
“For instance: 

“Our Ford cost us $425, while 
the Olds we drive now cost 
approximately $4,000; gas sold 
for about 15 cents per gallon 
then and it’s over 30 now; 
cabins rented for $1 nightly, 
while we paid from $5 to $10 
this year; going downhill we 
got up to 40 miles per hour, but 
cruise along now safely at 65; 
roads that were all gravel and 
ruts then are paved now; and 
we drove for miles without see¬ 
ing a living thing in 1927 but 
fought our way through numer¬ 
ous traffic jams this year.” 
“Somehow we just failed to re¬ 
capture the adventure that first 
trip held with cooking alongside 
the road, fixing flats, etc.,” Sat¬ 
tro said. “Ironically, both trips 


took six days because we stopped 
so many times this year.” 

The Sattros spent $33 making 
that first trip, while their “pil¬ 
grimage” ran closer to $300. 

Sattro plans to restore the old 
Ford, repaint it from top to bot¬ 
tom and keep it around for pleas¬ 
ure driving and remembrances. 

“After all, not everyone can 
own two cars that span the years 
from ‘foot-o-matic’ to hydra- 
matic,” Sattro added. 


FW Youngster Sure 
Of Santa’s Visit 

There’s one Convair young¬ 
ster, at least, who has no doubt 
that Santa Claus will visit her 
this Christmas. Because he 
visited her last Christmas Eve 
when she was ill with pneu¬ 
monia—and he told her he’d be 
back. 

She’s four-year-old Kathy 
Conley, daughter of F. K. Con¬ 
ley, of contracts department at 
Convair FW. 

And Kathy may now be 
doubly sure. Santa Claus sent 
a message by Milton Stewart, 
of tooling, that he has definite 
plans to stop and see Kathy 
this year. Convairiety was ask¬ 
ed to pass along the word. 

Come Christmas Eve, Santa 
—without doubt—will be stop¬ 
ping at the Conley home in the 
little town of Cleburne near 
Fort Worth. 



TEXAS TURNIP—L. J. West, 
Dept. 6-7, displays king-size veg¬ 
etable from his farm near South 
Haltom City. It weighed 
pounds, was 6|/ 2 inches thick and 
19^2 inches in diameter. 



UNINTERRUPTED—Forced by illness to stop job of building new home, Barney I continuing anyhow, thanks to help of friends and relatives. At left are Barney Jr. 
Pomeroy of Convair FW's Dept. 25-3 (far right with Mrs. Pomeroy) finds work is j' and L. L. Lynch, fitting closet door. Center is outside view of new home. 
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Thousands to Attend Annual / Melody on Ice' Party Beginning Tonight 


FANCY FIGURES—Pert Carol Williams is shown at left as one of stars of CRA Christmas Party 
and Ice Show. At right, Joel B. Carter, Convair FW AF employee, and Josephine Shriver get in shape 
for the seven performances at Will Rogers Coliseum Dec. 16 - 21 . 


Hams Reach Far-Away Lands 
In Weekly Sessions at Center 

“W-5 Sugar, John, Zebra . . . 

“W-5 Sugar, John, Zebra . . 

No, it's not gibberish—it's CRA’s “hams” at work. And 
that's just their way of making certain other amateurs 
at the other end of the ether correctly understand their 


call letters: (W-5SJZ) every Fri¬ 
day night at the CRA Center as 
they try to contact people in far- 
off lands for Convair employees. 

Headed by Bob Raines, CRA 
radio commissioner, the group 
meets weekly to get messages 
to people in any place from Odes¬ 
sa to Trieste. 

And they actually do. 

“We’ve made contacts in places 
like Hawaii, Canada, Japan and 
Guam. One night under unusual 
atmospheric conditions we even 
got a message relayed to Trieste,” 
said Ted Small, vice president of 
the group. 

And this is how it works: Con¬ 
vair employees who wish to con¬ 
tact someone in foreign lands try 
to make prior arrangements with 
the party they wish to contact. 
If possible, they find out the fre¬ 
quency and call sign of a ham 
station in the vicinity. Basing 
their time on central standard 
time, the hams then go to work. 

“Sometimes we can and some¬ 
times we can’t make a contact,” 
said Small. “A lot of it depends 
on atmospheric conditions. But we 


have relayed messages for quite 
some distance.” 

Small recommends that mes¬ 
sages be written out so the hams 
may transmit them even if they 
can’t reach the person directly. 

Messages are sometimes “put 
on the net,” which means other 
ham stations pick the message up 
and relay it on to another station 
which does the same until it 
reaches its destination. 

“Phone patches” also are made 
at times. That’s when a person 
talks by radio phone to a party 
on another radio phone. 

“This is about the most desired 
contact,” said Small, “but not 
always the easiest to make. It’s 
not exactly a two-way conversa¬ 
tion, though. The conversation 
has to be monitored. But you can 
hear what the party you’re talk¬ 
ing to is saying—and he can hear 
you. We just have to be on hand 
to flip the switches.” 

The service is free and is avail¬ 
able at 7:30 p.m. every Friday. 
Employees may leave written 
messages in the mailbox at the 
CRA center. 


Camera Activity 
Names Officers 

G. D. Schneider of Convair FW 
Dept. 8 will be the new chairman 
of the CRA camera activity for 
1954. He and other officers were 
elected at the last regular meet¬ 
ing of 1953 at the CRA center. 

Others are: vice-chairman and 
program chairman, M. R. Rogers, 
Dept. 6-9; secretary, C. E. Roe- 
der, Dept. 31; and publicity, 
Ginger Shell. 

Judging for the quarterly con¬ 
test was also held at the meet¬ 
ing. Taking first prize in the 
black and white print division 
was George Lockhart of Dept. 
6-5 with a picture entitled “Caro¬ 
line and Sue.” ’ 

Second prize went to Duane 
Borden, Dept. 6-5, with his “Lake 
Tahoe.” D. F. Mathis, Dept. 11-1, 
was third with “Christmas in 
Texas.” Borden also took an 
honorable mention with his “Well 
Earned Rest.” 

The Stan Orricks made it a 
family affair, taking both first 
and second places in the color 
slide division. Mrs. Orrick was 
first with her “Harvest,” and her 
husband was second with “Vaca¬ 
tion Scene.” 

Third place went to Winifred 
Seaman, Dept. 6-5, with “Por¬ 
trait.” Hern Reismann’s “Gunni¬ 
son River” received honorable 
mention. 

Judges for the contest were 
Perry C. Coldwell, John A. Stry¬ 
ker and Ramon Orren, represent¬ 
ing Fort Worth photography stu¬ 
dios. 

Convair Group 
To Ride In Show 

A group of Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion horsemen were scheduled to 
ride in the Forest Park Stables 
horseshow Saturday, Dec. 13, in 
Forest Park. 

The event which started at 1 
p.m. featured horsemanship and 
performance events in addition to 
a cutting horse contest and bar¬ 
rel racing. 

Convair daughters riding in 
the horsemanship and perform¬ 
ance events were Lynn Duncan, 
daughter of Gordon Duncan, Julie 
Finch, niece of Bob Lemmon of 
engineering, and Susan Watts. 

O. H. Crew was scheduled to 
participate in the cutting horse 
contest and barrel racing. 

Classifications were open in 
age groups up to 14 and over 
14 years of age. 

Prizes were awarded to win¬ 
ners. Names were not available 
at press time. 



HAMS AT WORK—Tony Witkowski, Leonard Schmitt and Billy 
Frizell get together at the CRA center each Friday to try their 
skill contacting foreign countries with employees' messages. 


CONVAIR KIDDIES—Getting ready for the big show starting 
tonight at Will Rogers Coliseum are some of the more youthful 
performers. Here at left Josephine Shriver inspects little Susan 
McDonald's costume. Below, Mrs. Glenn Carter, who has made 
several costumes for the show, chats with (left to right) Paul Carnes, 
Susan McDonald and Michael McDonald. 



CRA Activities 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Play discontinued until Jan. 

12 . 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknics, commissioner, ext. .6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday ana Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Monthly meeting Dec. 17, 8:00 p.m. 
CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo now under 
way. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—-Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice is 
in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 6135. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. 

ROPINGy-Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing Tor beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 22, 27, 29 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 
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Scores of Winners Named in 
Plant-Wide Bowling Tourney 

Convair's whopping big plant-wide bowling tournament 
turned up scores of winners during the two-day meet at 
Bowlanes, Dec. 5 and 6. 

Approximately 500 contestants participated, according 
to H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling commissioner. 


In the women’s division, Con- 
vairettes took first prize in the 
team event with 2615. In a tie 
for second were Variety Girls 
and Heights Beauty Parlor with 
2557. Third were Classicettes #8 
with 2477. Fourth place went to 
F'unmakers with 2462 and fifth 
to Bishop's Best with 2453. 

Joy Foley with 1683 was first 
in all events with L. O'Brien's 
1633 taking second. Third place 
went to J. Taylor with 1632, 
fourth to V. L. Dixon with 1607. 
0. Edmondson and M. Dewett 
were fifth and sixth with 1605 
and 1602 respectively. 

B. Shannon's 570 won first 
place in singles with J. Taylor 
second with 556. Third was L. 
O'Brien with 548 and C. Ru- 
bush's 546 took fourth. V. 
Grimsely was fifth with 530 
and V. L. Dixon was sixth 
with 529. 

In doubles, B. Newman and V. 
L. Dixon chalked up 1125 for first 
place. Runners-up were V. Gaunt 
and J. Foley with 1102. K. Gei- 
sert and B. Geisert were third 
with 1080 and O. Brener and O. 
Edmondson were fourth with 
1077. Close behind were R. Went- 
zel and J. Taylor with 1075. Fifth 
place went to M. Dewett and I. 
Starkey with 1067. 

In A team event of men's di¬ 
vision the Atomizers 2943 got the 
nod for first with Baskin’s Bo's 
second with 2893. Third was team 
#7 with 2850, fourth were 
Knockouts with 2845 and fifth 
were Pyromaniacs with 2805. 
Spoilers, with 2595, were sixth. 

In the B team event, the Lucky 
“5" bowled a 2795 for first place, 
with Hardheads, 2791, Writers, 
2782, Knuckleheads, 2777, Wynn’s 
Oil Co. 2773, and Furr Food 
Market, 2746, following in that 
order. 

Lucky Five with their 2556 
were first in C team event. A 


Table Tennis Group 
To Play Dec. 22-27-29 

CRA table tennis players will 
continue to meet twice a week at 
the CRA center, John Rangel, 
CRA table tennis commissioner 
announced this week. 

The group will meet at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 22, 27, 29 for several 
hours of practice and play. 

Rangel invited anyone inter¬ 
ested in table tennis to join the 
group during play sessions. 

Weight-Lifting Will 
Continue Thru Holidays 

There’ll be no recess from 
weight-lifting—not even during 
Christmas holiday season—I. B. 
Hale said this week. 

Although some CRA activities 
are closing down during the holi¬ 
days, weight lifters will continue 
to work out at the CRA center. 


2523 score by #4 Bowling Center 
placed them second with Apple- 
knockers with 2509, Old Ones 
with 2493, Team #8 with 2477, 
and #6 Departmental with 2466 
as other winners. 

H. Ray won the A all event 
with an 1842 and J. Harp- 
strite took second with 1811. 
Third was J. Rasmusson with 
1810 with S. Elliston, 1786, 
B. Carrell, 1782, K. Dunn with 
1780 following. 

An 1816 score by C. T. Jones 
took the B all events title. R. 
Hands was second with 1785. D. 
Browning was third with 1731. 
F. Fox had a 1725 for fourth with 
J. Hayden, 1723 and J. Breiten- 
stein, 1718, following. 

In C all events, R. Rigdon led 
A. Lotspeich by one point for first 
with a 1697. A tie for third went 
to W. Fairless and D. Peterson 
with 1690. J. Bednarz was fourth 
with 1682 and A. Watson, fifth 
with 1675. 

In A doubles, W. Henderson 
and J. Harpstrite were first with 
1199. The B. Carrel-B. Poling duo 
came in second with 1195. Third 
were H. Starkey and F. Gilfeather 
with 1192. Fourth went to C. 
Gattis and H. Ray with 1189 and 
fifth to S. Doyle and A. Schafrick 
with 1184. V. Wilson and C. Gulik 
were sixth with 1179. 

B doubles winners were J. Ras¬ 
musson and J. Bonk with 1110. 
H. C^rlbery and W. Cannon were 
second with 1099. Third place 
went to K. Dunn and R. Higgins 
with 1086. W. Fairless and G. 
Symn rolled up a 1080 for fourth 
place with H. Bartholomew and 
R. Hand's 1086 fifth and A. Wat¬ 
son and R. Cottle 1059 sixth. 

The G. Howard and A. Lot¬ 
speich team chalked up 1031 for 
first place in C doubles. D. 
Browning and R. Rigdon were 
second with 1019 and G. Gordon 
and H. Collins were third with 
with 992. Fourth place went to 
A. M. Knight and G. Huckabee 
with 985 and fifth to J. Norden 
and H. McMahon with 982. A. 
Shafer and L. Vargo were sixth 
with 969. 

R. Foust's 654 took first 
place in A singles with S. El¬ 
liston, 635, W. Gowins, 630, 
J. Owen, 629, G. Symm, 625 
and J. Harpstrite, 625 following 
in that order. 

In B singles F. Fox was first 
with 635, C. T. Jones was second 
with 633 and R. Hands was third 
with 617. Fourth place went to 
H. Bartholomew with 617, fifth 
to W. Bushell with 616 and sixth 
to D. Browning with 615. 

R. Rigdon with 604 was first 
in C. singles with M. Gross's 593 
in second. Third place went to 
W. Eason with 587 an fourth to 
D. Peterson and J. Bednarz with 
585 each. E. Harborne was fifth 
with 584. 



WINNING TEAM—Convair keglers who copped first place in A team bowling are, left to right, 
A. Ocone, C. A. Heim, J. H. Smith, E. H. Lowes, C. A. Savage. They were among 500 bowlers 
who participated in plant-wide tourney sponsored annually by CRA. 


Four CRA Teams 
Will Fly Planes 

At least four teams of CRA 
model airplane fans are sched¬ 
uled to race this weekend in a 
team racing contest at Forest 
Park. 

The meet will feature team 
racing at speeds of 85 to 95 
MPH by the hand made miniature 
planes. 

“There'll be plenty of excite¬ 
ment at the meet,” said R. J. 
Heist, CRA model airplane com¬ 
missioner who is planning to race 
his planes. 

“Anyone can come on out and 
watch the event.” 

The meet is sponsored by the 
Fort Worth Control Line Model 
Airplane club and will be held 
at the Forest Park Model Air¬ 
plane flying field about 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 20. 

Competition will be held in one 
and a half, two and a half, and 
five-mile races with high point 
winners flying in a fast and fur¬ 
ious ten mile race. Trophies will 
be awarded the first three place 
winners. 

Stamp, Coin Show 
Attracts Collectors 

CRA's stamp and coin collec¬ 
tors gathered Saturday, Dec. 12, 
to look over each other’s work 
and vie for prizes. 

Headed by J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, the group exhibited 
over 70 large frames of stamps 
and coins at the CRA center. 

Cacheted covers of the event 
were sold for 10 cents. Some will 
still be available at the CRA 
office. 

At press time, a list of winners 
was not available. 



Seven CRA Basketball Teams 
Ready (or Enemy Competition 

Seven CRA basketball teams are now ready for com¬ 
petition after several months of intense practice under the 
supervision of Ed Tucknies, basketball commissioner. 
“We've put in a lot of time practicing and getting in tip¬ 


top shape," said Tucknies. ‘ 

evidence at the pre-Thanksgiving 
tourney and we feel as though 
we've got a group of good teams.” 

Playing in the Convair league 
are four teams which will play 
every Wednesday in W. C. Strip¬ 
ling Junior High School. 

Headed by J. W. McCune are 
the Tech. Reps. T. W. Peacock 
heads the Dept. 48 five. The 
Engineers are captained by J. B. 
Hayden and W. L. Bierwirth 
leads the Dept. 28-1 team. 

Playing in city competition are 
three teams representing Convair 
FW. They will play on Thursday 
nights, meeting other city in¬ 
dustrial teams. 

In the industrial league is the 
CVAC team captained by I, T. 
Evatt. A. C. Hicks heads the 
CRA quintet in the Commercial 


Badminton Halts 
Play Until Jan. 12 

Bob Sprague, CRA badminton 
commissioner, announced this 
week there will be no badminton 
until Jan. 12. 

The group, which usually meets 
at 7 on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at W. C. Stripling Jr. High 
School, has discontinued activities 
during the holidays. 


There was good fast play m 


league and T. H. Moore the Con¬ 
vair team in the American league. 

The commercial league will 
play at Ernest Parker gymnasium 
and the American league will 
play at William James Jr. High. 
No place has been designated for 
the industrial league competition. 

CRA Dramatists 
Plan Party Dec. 17 

Fun’s in store for CRA's Wing 
and Masque group tomorrow 
night at the CRA playhouse when 
the players gather for their an¬ 
nual Christmas party. 

Members are asked to bring 
a 50-cent gift and a Christmas 
tree ornament to decorate the 
playhouse tree. Dancing and 
games will occupy the evening 
and refreshments bought by con¬ 
tributions of members will be 
served. 

Murrel Morris is in charge of 
arrangements for the affair. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 



OPERATION FIXATOY—Convair folks have been busy contributing toys and 
working on them so that Fort Worth underprivileged children may have a brighter 
Christmas. At left, Otha Vest and R. D. Timms load truck outside Convair to take 


toys to Guy Nesbitt's workshop. Center, group of volunteers get busy repairing 
toys. Nesbitt is at extreme right. Right, Ray Kendall, Management Club president, 
and Vest unload toys at Pioneer Palace where they are being stored after repair. 











































Pag,e 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


December 16, 1953 



MAMMOTH DIGGINGS—Frank Hartman and Jim Chandler of plant engineering inspect huge 
excavation being made for foundation for new Sheridan stretch press to be installed next year at 
Convair Fort Worth. 


New Tax Rates Affect 
Pay Checks During 54 


Foundation Excavated 
To Accommodate New 
Stretch Press For FW 

A 350-ton giant is on its way to Convair FW Division! 

That’s why 15,000 cubic feet of dirt has been dug from 
the floor in the drop hammer room in the south end of the 
assembly building. 


A decrease in income taxes and 
an increase in social security taxes 
withheld from pay checks of Con¬ 
vair employees everywhere will be 
noted for the first wages earned 
in 1954, according to G. T. Bovee, 
Corporation treasurer. 

Income tax withholding rates 
decrease from 20 to 18 per cent 
after allowances have been made 
for each exemption claimed, while 
the Social Security tax (Federal 
Insurance Contributions Act form¬ 
erly called Federal Old Age Bene¬ 
fits) increases from one and one- 
half per cent to two per cent of 
total wages up to $3,600 paid 
during the year to each employee. 
At the same time, the amount the 
company contributes for each em¬ 
ployee in the program also jumps 
from one and one-half to two per 
cent. 

“Exemption rates remain the 
same,” Bovee said. “Employees 
are allowed $600 for each exemp¬ 
tion claimed for income tax with¬ 
holding. A proportionate amount 
of this exemption is applied in 
each pay period during the year. 

“However, there is no provision 
for exemption in the social secur¬ 
ity tax.” 


Convair again stepped in to as¬ 
sist in community financial prob¬ 
lems last month with an addi¬ 
tional contribution of $100,000 to 
the San Diego Hospital Associa¬ 
tion toward furthering the erec¬ 
tion of the Donald N. Sharp Me¬ 
morial Community Hospital on 
Kearny Mesa. 

Convair President Joseph T. 
McNarney announced the contri¬ 
bution which is in addition to a 
previous gift of $50,000 from the 
Corporation, a $25,000 gift direct 
from Convair employees through 
their Con-Trib-Club, and a $25,000 
contribution from the San Diego 
Division of Convair. 

In accepting the contribution, 
Douglas Young, hospital associa¬ 
tion president, revealed that the 


Bovee pointed out that it is 
imperative that each employee 
keep his withholding exemption 
certificate (Form W-4) up to date 
at all times to insure that proper 
deductions are made for each pay 
period. 

“Exemptions usually change 
when you get married or divorced, 
when a dependent is born or dies, 
or when you begin or stop sup¬ 
porting a dependent,” he added. 
“If any of these things have oc¬ 
curred to you during the past 
year or should occur in the future, 
be sure to fill out the proper form 
so that changes can be noted on 
your tax records.” 

Forms are available at em¬ 
ployee service or cashier offices. 


Zinie Phillips Dies 

Funeral service for Zinie Phil¬ 
lips, Dept. 51 at Convair Pomona, 
was held Nov. 27 at Pierce 
Brothers, Pollock and McClure 
Mortuary in Pomona. 

Phillips, who died Nov. 24 after 
an illness of two months, had been 
with Convair since May, 1953, but 
was also employed at Vultee Field 
in 1946 and 1947. 


I gift helped complete an emer- 
I gency fund of $300,000 needed to 
finance a shell for the seventh, 
eighth and ninth floors of the 
present six-story structure. He 
said the association decided two 
I months ago to seek the emergency 
fund for erection of the shell in- 
I stead of waiting until later to 
add the space at prohibitive costs. 

“We are particularly grateful 
for the additional contribution 
from Convair,” Young said, “for 
it makes possible this three-story 
shell which, when completed with 
funds still to be obtained, will ex¬ 
pand our facilities from 140 beds 
to 260 beds and help to provide 
San Diego with increased hospital 
facilities.” 

Young added that additional 


Con-Trib at SD 
Gives $1,000 to 
Salvation Army 

Some needy families in the San 
Diego area will have a big Christ¬ 
mas dinner this year thanks to 
members of the Convair Employ¬ 
ees Con-Trib-Club. 

Through action of the Con-Trib- 
Club committee, employees con¬ 
tributed $1,000 to the current Sal¬ 
vation Army Christmas Basket 
Campaign, a program which sup¬ 
plies food to needy families at 
Christmas time. 

At the same time, the commit¬ 
tee approved the expenditure of 
$200 to the Union Shoe Fund 
which provides shoes at cost to 
school children of needy families. 

“For the second straight year, 
Con-Trib-Club offered to support 
the San Diego County Tubercu¬ 
losis and Health Association Seal 
Campaign by paying for all its 
members’ Christmas Seals,” ac¬ 
cording to J. K. Field, committee 
chairman. “However, the associa¬ 
tion refused, explaining that the 
national organization preferred to 
solicit the individual rather than 
to accept money collected for any 
organized fund campaign.” 


beds will be obtained at a cost of 
$6,600 each as compared to 
$25,000 for the original beds and 
explained that this was possible 
because virtually all of the 
seventh, eighth and ninth floors 
will be used for beds whereas 
service space accounted for much 
of the lower floors. 

Total cost of the structure, 
which is scheduled for completion 
late in 1954, now stands at 
$3,700,000. 

“We are pleased to be able to 
make this additional contribution 
to the hospital,” said General Mc¬ 
Narney, “and especially happy 
that the gift can be used so effec¬ 
tively in adding more space to the 
original plans for a six-story 
structure.” 


At the helm of the project is 
plant engineering, which had the 
mammoth size task of designing 
the foundation and installing it. 

After the excavation, 4,500 
cubic feet of concrete had to be 
poured. To make the job just a 
bit more difficult, the Potter Con¬ 
struction Co., contractor on the 
operation, had to go through a 
four-foot layer of solid rock. 

Part of the heavy supporting 
material needed for the gargan¬ 
tuan press are two connecting 
i beams, each of which weighs 
! 23,600 pounds. They are to be in¬ 
stalled along the traverse axis of 
the machine. More parts and 
equipment are scheduled to arrive 
this week. 

“The machine will weigh over 
I 400,000 pounds,” said Frank Hart- 
I man, mechanical design engineer 
i in charge of the project, “and will 
be supported on eight large rein¬ 
forced concrete piers incorporated 
in the foundation.” 

Plartman said the press, design- 


Convair FW got an inter-con¬ 
tinental “once over” this month 
when officers from 12 allied na¬ 
tions toured the division and 
Carswell AFB. 

The officers are all members of 
a special class at the Air Uni¬ 
versity at Maxwell AFB, Ala. It 
is being offered allied countries 
to broaden their knowledge of air 
tactics and to further promote 
international good will. 

Officers in the group that had 
lunch, briefing and a tour at Con¬ 
vair were: 

Lt. Col. Haakon G. H. Aasen, 
Norway; Maj. Jacob Avisar, 
Israel; Wg. Comm. William G. 
Bolitho, Australia; Maj. Enrique 
Carreras, Cuba; Col. Enver Cem- 
avolic, Yugoslavia; Maj. Jose Cor¬ 
reia, Portugal; Maj. Max G. C. 
Gorge, Belgium. 

Col. Prasong Kunadilok, Thai¬ 
land; Col. Kiat Mangalabrukasa, 
Thailand; Maj. Joaquim B. Piava, 
Portugal; Col. Peter Radevic, Yu¬ 
goslavia; Maj. Gideon Sohoat, Is¬ 
rael; Maj. Erling Tuster, Norway; 


A two-year friendship was re¬ 
newed recently for a Convair FW 
employee—about 8,000 miles from 
its starting point. 

The co-stars were E. E. Finch, 
assistant modernization manager, 
and Col. Y. Rabin of the Israeli 
Air Force. The scene was Fort 
Worth. 

Finch served as a technical ad¬ 
viser at the Israeli Air Force 
overhaul depot at Tel Aviv where 
he first met Rabin. In a recent 
visit to Fort Worth, the friend¬ 
ship was renewed and Rabin went 
on a tour of the FW Division to 
see B-36s in production. 

“They were quite different in 


ed by the Sheridan Iron Works 
in New York for Convair FW, is 
the largest of its kind. 

“They built it for us,” Hartman 
said, “from specifications pre¬ 
pared by manufacturing research 
of tooling department and plant 
engineering department when 
we reviewed production require¬ 
ments.” 

The jaws of the machine will 
give it a combined stretch of 550 
tons—350 transversely and 200 
longitudinally. 

These “educated” jaws will be 
able to hold either flat shape 
such as skin parts or extrudea 
parts like beams, angles or tees, 
and will be able to either twist or 
stretch the material into com¬ 
pound contours. 

“This very factor will save 
Convair quite a bit on costly 
machining,” said Hartman. 

Although the press installation 
will not be completed for several 
months, work on it is scheduled 
to begin this week. 


Col. Guilio C. Villa, Italy; Maj. 
Tonnes Wichmann, Denmark, and 
Col. Tse Heng Su, China. 

They were accompanied on their 
tour of Convair by Gus Green, 
chief of service engineering, and 
Malcolm Holloway and Larry 
Hayes, administrative assistants 
to Loyd Turner. 



Just a moment please, she’s 
talking on the clothes line. 


size from our first Air Force,” 
Rabin said. “We had 24 Piper 
Cubs in 1948. 

“But not too long after that we 
had a sizeable aircraft unit.” 

Rabin indicated he was proud 
of his Air Force in Israeli and 
that it is adequate. 

“We don’t have planes like your 
B-36,” he said. “We concentrate 
on fighter and fighter bombers, 
not on long range bombers.” 

Finch said from his observation 
he would term the Israeli Air 
Force the “strongest of any coun¬ 
try in the Middle East and grow¬ 
ing remarkably fast.” 

Rabin is on a five-month in¬ 
spection tour in this country. 



SPRINKLERS—Shrubbery gets a bath at Convair Fort Worth as one of three new fire trucks gives 
demonstration of squirting. If required, water spouts from top, sides, bottom and front. 


Convair Contributes $100,000 Additional to Help 
Support Project For Community Hospital at SD 



INSIDE INFO—Officers from allied countries saw Convair FW 
recently. Left to right, Col. Petar Radevic of Yugoslavia, Col. 
Prasong Kunadilok of Thailand, Gus Green, Chief of FW service 
engineering, Maj. Jose Correia of Portugal. 

Allied Air Officers Give Convair FW 
'Once Over' On Tour of Division 


Wartime Tel Aviv Friendship Revived at Convair 
As Colonel of Israeli Air Force Visits FW 
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WATERBORNE—First R3Y seaplane took to waters of San Diego Bay Dec. 17 
and is shown with props flying. Few minutes before photo was taken plane was 


officially christened "Tradewind" at brief ceremony at ramp. Wheeled cradle by 
which plane is maneuvered on land remains secured to hull in this photo. 
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Pomona Drive 
For Con-Trib 
Over the Top 

With only a few 
ployees not accounted 
Con-Trib-Club membership 
included 77.6 percent of all 
employees last week at Con¬ 
vair Pomona. 

More important, however, 
was the fact that members 
had pledged $28,772.25 in 
annual income—128 percent 
of the $22,500 goal estab¬ 
lished before the drive. 

Of the 28 departments at Con¬ 
vair Pomona, 23 succeeded in 
meeting or exceeding their quotas, 
and the remaining five were very 
close to 100 per cent. 

“The response with which the 
Con-Trib-Club idea has been re¬ 
ceived has been extremely grat¬ 
ifying,” the committee reported. 
“We extend our thanks to the de¬ 
partment heads, area captains, 
departmental clerks and to all 
employees who helped make the 
membership drive a success.” 

Leading the list of departments 
that oversubscribed to Con-Trib- 
Club was Dept. 24 (Manufactur¬ 
ing Engineering). With an initial 
quota of $590, members of the de¬ 
partment pledged $1,107.50 in an¬ 
nual income to the club, or 188 
per cent of the quota! 

Approximately 95 per cent of 
all new hires have been signing 
up for Con-Trib-Club when they 
join the company, a committee 
spokesman said. The benefits of 
club membership are explained 
and new employees are given a 
chance to join during the induc¬ 
tion program. 

Even though the official sign¬ 
up campaign has closed, employ¬ 
ees may still join by contacting 
employee service, room K-210, 
Bldg. 2. Members may also make 
changes in their present arrange¬ 
ments through employee service. 
Employees who were on vacation, 
leave of absence or on business 
trips will be contacted individ¬ 
ually when they return to the 
plant. 

Soon after the first of the year 
(Continued on Page 2) 



"LOADING"—B. F. Coggan, SD Division manager, Esther Wil¬ 
liams, M-G-M film star, and Capt. C. W. Stirling, Bureau of 
Aeronautics representative at San Diego, fill "champagne bottle" 
with waters of many seas prior to christening R3Y. Film star broke 
bottle on bow with single blow. 


Con-Trib Cuts 
Another Melon 

Another $9,183.86 “melon” for 
charitable agencies and civic or¬ 
ganizations was announced this 
week by Convair Employees’ Con- 
Trib-Club, Inc., at Fort Worth as 
the organization went into its 
new fiscal year at the start of 
December. 

Distribution of the $9,183.86 is 
shown below, along with a break¬ 
down of all Con-Trib-Club funds 
($220,515.31) distributed in the 
first 18 months of the organiza¬ 
tion’s history: 

Surplus Nov. 



Convair Sees 
Active Year 
Ahead in 54 

A New Year marked by challenge and continued grave 
responsibilities for Convair was seen this week by cor¬ 
porate leaders as the company faces 1954. 

An overall look at the future brought forecasts of 
"generally good” with employment continuing at approxi¬ 
mately the current levels. Some added emphasis was ex¬ 
pected during the year, however, with development -work 
assuming more and more importance at Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion while San Diego Division will see greater active pro¬ 
duction of aircraft. 

Treating the divisions separately, this was the outlook 
as sketched in a canvass of opinion: 

SAN DIEGO: Highlights will include stepped up pro¬ 
duction of T-29s; deliveries of R3Y seaplanes to the Navy; 

deliveries of F-102 delta 



30, 1953 

Total 

Community Chest .... 

59.95 

68,273.82 

Red Cross . 

21.55 

37,351.36 

City-County Ho9p.... 

. 762.63 

20,815.74 

Amer. Cancer Soc. 

41.08 

8,138.49 

Crippled Children’s 
Society . 

156.03 

4,440.69 

Tuberculosis Soc. 

397.20 

10,686.93 

Amer. Heart Assn... 

13.45 

5,328.40 

Goodwill Industries.. 


3,466.39 

FW Safety Council- 


2,310.96 

United Fund . 

5,821.20 

48,445.65 

Crusade for Fr’dom. 


3.00 

Boys’ Ranch, 

Amarillo . 


10.00 

Emer. Aid Fund . 

. 1,588.90 

10,379.20 

Council for Retarded 


Children . 

79.44 

612.25 

March of Dimes . 


10.00 

Lena Pope Home. 

28.97 

28.97 

Salvation Army . 

208.26 

208.26 

St. Teresa Home . 

5.20 

5.20 

Total . 

.$9,183.86 

$220,515.31 


Year-End Quiz' on Pages 4, 5 Hits 
Highlights of Convair For 1953 

This is the 26th issue published by Convairiety dur¬ 
ing 1953. Somewhere back through those 26 issues lies 
the year's history of Convair, and as a reminder of 
these events Convairiety in this issue publishes a "Year- 
end Quiz” covering some of those developments. 

There are 52 questions on pages 4 and 5, covering 
the highlights of the year. Some are serious and some 
not so serious. Some are important and some are only 
amusing. But Convairiety hopes you will find them in¬ 
triguing. The answers are on page 8. 


NAMESAKES—Esther meets Esther at Convair SD. Film star 
Esther Williams and Esther Williams of Dept. 44 SD get together 
in plant after R3Y christening.. Convair's Esther is wife of W. J. 
Williams of plant 2. They are formerly of Fort Worth and she once 
had five brothers working at same time at FW Division. 


wing 

interceptors to the Air Force; 
and continued high level produc¬ 
tion of model 340 Convair-Lin- 
ers. 

“Manufacturing departments 
will assume an even more active 
role at San Diego during 1954,” 
B. F. Coggan SD Division man¬ 
ager, said. “Although develop¬ 
ment work also will continue at 
a high level. 

“Of increasing importance will 
be production and delivery of 
finished airplanes. Schedules call 
for a substantial boost in pro¬ 
duction rate of T-29s for the Air 
Force and we will continue the 
eight-a-month schedule of model 
340 deliveries. 

“Our efforts on building R3Y 
seaplanes w :n bear fruit during 
1954, with aeliveries of these 
planes to the Navy. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Safety Driving 
Contest Near 

Convair FW traffic department 
drivers are boning up on their 
safe driving practices in anticipa¬ 
tion of the Commercial Fleet 
Safety Contest starting Jan. 1, 
1954. 

The contest will run for one 
year and will be open to several 
different phases of commercial 
driving. These phases will be 
separated in over 100,000 miles 
and under 100,000 miles cate¬ 
gories. Accident classifications 
will be headed property damage 
and property and personal dam¬ 
age. The mileage accumulated in 
Fort Worth and Tarrant County 
only will be considered. 

“This is a fine opportunity for 
our Convair drivers to prove 
themselves. We have a very good 
record to date and we feel sure 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair FW Employees 
Honored by Air Award 

All Convair Fort Worth Division employees were 
honored recently with an "Airpower Achievement” award 
presented by the Dallas Advertising League at a luncheon 
observance of the 50th anniversary of powered flight. 
Specifically, the award 


presented to Walter Barling, Con¬ 
vair FW supervisor in process 
control, but he accepted it on be¬ 
half of all Convair employees. 
Like awards were made in honor 
of employees of Temco, Chance 
Vought and Bell Aircraft. 

As was pointed out by James 
H. Straubel, Air Force magazine 
editor who was principal speaker, 
those companies—plus Convair 
FW Division—make the Fort 
Worth-Dallas area’s aircraft in¬ 
dustry second only to the South¬ 
ern California aircraft industry. 

Total aircraft industry employ¬ 
ment in the area at this time is 


more than 42,000; the annual 
payroll is in the neighborhood of 
$185,000,000; and total plant area 
is around 9,170,000 square feet. 

Straubel, who is also executive 
director of the Air Force Associa¬ 
tion, made a strong plea for a 
“new look” at the nation’s defense 
spending, as did T. G. Lanphier, 
Jr., Convair vice-president and 
assistant to the president, in a 
speech a few weeks earlier in 
Dallas (Convairiety, Dec. 2,1953). 

In an even stronger proposal, 
Straubel urged that the nation 
consider merging all three mili- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Convair Foresees Active Year for 
'54 With Grave Responsibilities 



ACHIEVEMENT—Al Harting presents achievement award to 
Walter Barling of Convair FW Division during recent meeting in 
Dallas in observance of powered flight anniversary. 



FIFTY YEARS—Convair's exhibit at recent Dallas meeting tells 
of fifty years of air progress. Inspecting display are B. G. Reed, 
assistant division manager, and Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage, AF plant 
representative. 

FW Con-Trib-Club Votes Funds 
To Help Blind Children 


(Continued from Page 1) 

“The F-102 program also will 
move into active production with 
deliveries to the Air Force dur¬ 
ing the year. This is a project of 
increasing importance to the 
division and will assume great 
stature during 1954.” 

(As for the model 340 pro¬ 
gram, corporate sources indi¬ 
cated that heavy emphasis is be¬ 
ing placed on commercial sales 
with the hopes of pushing pro¬ 
duction of model 340s even be¬ 
yond the number currently on 
order.) 

★ ★ ★ 

FORT WORTH: Continued de¬ 
velopment and production of B-36 
and RB-36 airplanes, moderniza¬ 
tion and maintenance of the Air 
Forced entire fleet of B-36s, pro¬ 
duction of B-36 spare parts, de¬ 
velopment of a supersonic bomb¬ 
er, a research and development 
program in connection with nu¬ 
clear propulsion of aircraft, plus 
scores of other research and de¬ 
velopment projects still under 
security wraps. These were cited 
by August C. Esenwein, Convair 
FW vice president and division 
manager, as firm and substantial 
business for the coming year. 

In addition, Esenwein said, the 
Fort Worth Division has a num¬ 
ber of other irons in the fire, 
some of which are certain to get 
hot during 1954. In other words, 
some of the projects now listed 
as “potential” business will no 
doubt become “firm” business be¬ 
fore the year 1954 has passed. 

Current employment at Convair 
FW is approximately 18,000, and 
the. company expects the employ¬ 
ment level to remain in the 15,- 
000 - 18,000 neighborhood during 
1954 and 1955. 

Approximately 5,000 employees 
at FW will be assigned to the 
SAM-SAC project when it reaches 
its peak during the New Year. 

This large - scale maintenance 
program for the Air Force’s fleet 
of B-36s will have a stabilizing 
effect on the division’s employ¬ 
ment during the final phases of 
B-36 production, which is sched¬ 
uled to end in late 1954. 

Both the SAM-SAC program 
and the single prime contractor 
policy under which Convair FW 
is developing a supersonic bomb¬ 
er are pioneering steps in the 
aircraft industry, focusing a lot 
of industry attention on the Fort 
Worth Division. 

Smaller projects at Convair FW 
for 1954 include the conversion of 
two Convair 340 airliners into tur¬ 
boprop - powered military trans¬ 
ports, and the building of tools 
and parts for various Convair SD 
airplanes. 

★ ★ ★ 

POMONA: The outlook for 
1954 is bright, Division Manager 
Charles F. Horne said. 

The over-all picture improved 
considerably during 1953. The 
early months saw the Division 
“all under one roof” as mass- 
transfer of personnel from San 
Diego to Pomona was accom¬ 
plished. The Division’s new plant, 
partially occupied since August, 
1952, was officially commissioned 
as a Naval Industrial Reserve 
Ordnance Plant in May. 

This period was filled with 
problems. Production lagged, un¬ 
foreseen complications arose on 
all sides, and morale dropped. 
This was only temporary, how¬ 
ever, and was correctly analyzed 
by Acting Division Manager J. 
V. Naish (corporation executive 
vice-president) as a “shaking 
down process.” Under Naish’s 
leadership production was back 
on schedule in June. 

Horne assumed the manage¬ 
ment of the Division in July and 
immediately launched a personal 
campaign to put the division “in 
bus:'ness to stay.” 

The same month saw the start 


of a gradual transition of manu¬ 
facturing facilities from Build¬ 
ing 4 to 2, a monumental job ac¬ 
complished over the months with 
a minimum of confusion. 

“This in itself is a credit to 
every member of the division,” 
Horne said. “In the past few 
months the spirit and teamwork 
at Pomona has greatly improved. 
Both engineering and production 
have done excellent work in solv¬ 
ing many tough problems and 
keeping difficult schedules.” 

By the end of the year a con¬ 
tract calling for production on a 
fixed-price basis—a milestone in 
the division’s progress—was “in 
the bag.” The manufacturing 
building was almost completely 
activated and production was be¬ 
ing stepped up. 

The forecast for 1954 is for 
production to continue at an ac¬ 
celerated rate; for employment 
to remain at about the same 
level, perhaps expanding slightly 
during the course of the year; 
and for the acquisition of new 
business not directly related to 
the division’s prime contract. 

★ ★ ★ 

DAINGERFIELD: Climaxing 
a year of distinguished accom¬ 
plishments at the Ordnance 
Aerophysics Laboratory (Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield), Division 
Manager J. E. Arnold this week 
predicted that the division will 
continue its present level of lim¬ 
ited overtime operations well in¬ 
to 1954. 

“The employment level will re¬ 
main constant at approximately 
285,” Arnold said. 

“Our facilities are being con¬ 
stantly improved by additions 
and alterations. New equipment 
has been designed and developed 
for recording and processing ram 
jet engines and supersonic wind 
tunnel test data over the past 
year and this work will be ex¬ 
panded during 1954.” 

★ ★ ★ 

Commenting from a corpor¬ 
ation-wide viewpoint, J. V. 
Naish, Convair executive vice 
president, indicated the company 
is operating on a sound financial 
basis and can look forward to a 
prosperous 1954. 

“But our responsibilities con¬ 
tinue to be heavy and deserving 
of our utmost energies,” he said. 

“To a large extent, we are 
forging the new weapons upon 
which the nation relies for its 
defense, a task of such para¬ 
mount importance that it cannot 
be over emphasized. 

“The Convair effort in this 
direction is no more than the 
sum of the contributions made 
by all members of the Convair 
team, and therefore the efforts 
of each individual are of vital 
importance to the accomplish¬ 
ment of our goals. It is fitting 
that at a time of New Year each 
of us reflect upon his share of 
the burden of responsibility and 
resolve to continue to justify that 
great faith placed in him by his 
country.” 


First Speed Reading 
Class Starts Jan. 12 

Two new speed-reading classes 
will start soon at San Diego for 
Management Club members. 

Starting Jan. 12, the first class 
will meet Tuesdays at 7 p.m. The 
second class starts Jan. 14 and 
will meet Thursdays at 4 p.m. 
There will be 11 sessions of one 
and a half hours each. Tuition of 
$15 is payable at the first class 
meeting and is subject to repay¬ 
ment under the tuition refund 
plan. Call ext. 560 at SD for res¬ 
ervations. 


We help others, and we help 
our own by authorizing payroll 
deductions for Con-Trib-Club 
memberships. 


Record 1600 at 
Pomona Party 

A record 1,600 attended the an¬ 
nual CRA movie party for Con¬ 
vair Pomona children at the Fox 
Theater, Saturday, Dec. 19. 

When the doors opened at 8:45 
the waiting line almost sur¬ 
rounded the block. Twenty-eight 
fine toys were given as door 
prizes and the CRA Glee Club 
provided special music. The movie 
program was three cartoons and 
a first run feature. 

Ken Robertson, CRA special 
activities commissioner, was em¬ 
cee; Merle Taylor was Santa 
Claus; and Bob Glowacki and John 
Nimitz were clowns. Others as¬ 
sisting were Ted Baker, Paul 
Kiszeli, Jim Wolford, Weldon All- 
baugh, Roman Schulte, Jack Wil¬ 
liams and Bill Stakee. 

Herbert Naish, employee activi¬ 
ties supervisor, extended special 
thanks to all who helped make 
the event an outstanding success. 

Pomona's Con-Trib 
Drive Over the Top 

(Continued from Page 1) 
the committee will meet to start 
considering applications which 
have been received from various 
accredited charitable organiza¬ 
tions. Disbursements will be made 
on the basis of need and relative 
importance. 

Ten per cent of all funds col¬ 
lected will go into a fund ear¬ 
marked for a welfare fund, which 
will start operating on or about 
Jan. 1, 1955. This delay is neces¬ 
sary in order to allow sufficient 
operating capital to accumulate. 
Employees who are in financial 
distress due to circumstances be¬ 
yond their control, and who have 
expended all their personal re¬ 
sources, will be eligible to apply 
for assistance from the fund. As¬ 
sistance will be in the form of an 
outright gift, but may be repaid 
if the employee wishes. 

The Con-Trib Committee is 
composed of representatives of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, the Engineers 
and Architects Association, the 
International Association of Ma¬ 
chinists, the Management Club 
and the company. 

Convair Honored 
With Plane Award 

(Continued from Page 1) 
tary branches into one single na¬ 
tional defense force “with but one 
uniform and one promotion list.” 

Straubel recommended estab¬ 
lishment of a permanent inde¬ 
pendent advisory commission of 
civilians to review continuously 
the national strategy and defense 
structure “in light of all the fac¬ 
tors relating to our peace and 
national survival.” 

Straubel also pointed out that 
Convair (at the corporation level 
in San Diego) was the first air¬ 
craft company, to his knowledge, 
to begin studying and considering 
“policy councils” of company per¬ 
sonnel, the basic national strategy 
and defense structure of the fu¬ 
ture which would most effectively 
assure the nation’s survival in a 
world threatened by what he 
called “gangster nations.” 


McClure Speaker For 
Quality Control Meet 

Quality management methods 
were discussed recently in an ad¬ 
dress by J. Y. McClure, quality 
control chief of Convair’s FW 
Division. 

In an address in Houston before 
the South Texas section of the 
American Society for Quality 
Control, McClure discussed “Cost 
Reduction and Quality Control in 
Industry.” 

Safety Association 
Joined by Convair 

Convair FW Division is now a 
member of the Texas Safety As¬ 
sociation, Fred Temple, safety 
supervisor, reported this week. 

A meeting will be held in Dal¬ 
las in March at which time a di¬ 
rector of the organization will be 
named from Convair. 


Convair FW—through Convair 
Employees Con-Trib-Club at Fort 
Worth—will help tiny tots who 
are blind to “see” again. 

But their sight will not be like 
other boys and girls. Rather it 
will be an opportunity for them 
to be like their playmates—ex¬ 
cept they will have four senses 
instead of five. 

At the last Con - Trib - Club 
Board of Directors meeting, it 
was decided to send $500, divided 
in monthly payments, to the Fort 
Worth Foundation for Visually 
Handicapped Children, Inc. This 
is a new organization devoted to 
providing guidance to parents of 
blind children, to meeting the 
special need of each child through 

Poll Tax Booths to 
Open at FW Plant 

Convair FW once again will 
make it easy for employees to 
vote in the 1954 general elections. 

Booths will be set up in the east 
wing of the cafeteria to collect 
poll taxes on Jan. 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 1954. The booth will be open 
from 10:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Representatives of the County 
Tax Assessors office will be on 
hand to collect the $1.75 fee, ac¬ 
cording to J. B. Ellis, employee 
service supervisor. 


Friends Complete 
FW Man’s New Home 

Barney Pomeroy moved into 
bio new home before Christmas, 
thanks to the help of Dept. 25-3 
employees at Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion. 

Pomeroy (Convairiety, Dec. 16, 
1953) was stricken with a heart 
attack in the midst of house 
building in Springtown, Tex. 
Family and *fellow employees 
pitched in and got the home fin¬ 
ished for a real Christmas for 
the Pomeroys. 

Pomeroy promised a big house 
warming for his friends in the 
new home. 


individual assistance, to providing 
opportunities for the child to de¬ 
velop and become part of the 
every-day world, and to showing 
parents that their children may 
have a chance for a healthy, nor¬ 
mal life. 

Need for the service has accom¬ 
panied an increase in blindness 
among pre-mature infants. Called 
“Retrolental Fibroplasis,” the 
trouble is an inflammation of the 
retina, the image-receiving part 
of the eye. It is still incurable. 

FW Safety Driving 
Contest to Start 

(Continued from Page 1) 
they will maintain it,” said Fred 
Temple, safety supervisor. 

“Professional drivers always 
seem to chalk up the best rec¬ 
ords,” said Temple. “And this 
will certainly give them the recog¬ 
nition they deserve.” 

At the end of the contest, recog¬ 
nition will be made to the win¬ 
ners of each group. Employers of 
the winning groups will then se¬ 
lect from their employees, the one 
with the best record who in turn 
will receive recognition. 

Stickers will be furnished each 
vehicle participating in the con¬ 
test. 


FW Drivers Warned 
About Rail Crossing 

Convair FW Division drivers 
were urged this week to exercise 
caution at the railroad crossings 
near the Convair plant. 

Fred Temple, safety supervisor, 
said that one of these, on High¬ 
way 183 headed toward town, is 
almost a blind crossing. 

“Blinking lights will be erected 
as soon as they are available,” 
said Temple, “but that will be 
several months. 

“In the meantime it’s up to 
each one of us to protect our 
safety by driving within the speed 
limit and being alert at all times.” 


★ CcMairietif ★ 
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Honey Bees Contribute New Approach to Airplane Construction 



A TIP FROM THE BEES—New approach to airplane construction is demonstrated 
here. In center Mary Long of Dept. 3 I at FW looks through Fiberglas "honeycomb" 
while at left R. H. Atkins is shown dipping "honeycomb" in adhesive. At right 


Atkins works with new bonding press which was being installed when picture was 
taken. (When completed, exposed wires will be covered.) Honeycomb system, if 
it fulfills early promise, may have considerable impact on aircraft industry. 


Fiberglas Honeycombs 
Under Research at FW 

Taking a tip from the Busy Bee are Convair FW aero¬ 
nautical engineers who are making a new approach to the 
design of tomorrow's supersonic bombers. 

The tip from the bee is the use of man-made “honey- 



W. M. Robinson slides Fiberglas honeycomb strip through a 
sander that brings it to correct size. (Metal sheet he is holding in 
left hand is stationary and does not pass under sander.) 


Banner Year Recorded 
In ESs and CIPs at SD 

Convair San Diego this week looked back on a banner 
year for Employee Suggestions and Cost Improvement 
Proposals. 

E. E. Hartzler, cost improvement supervisor, report¬ 
ed a total of 6,829 submitted during fiscal 1953 and a 
record 1,865 accepted with a total of $27,526 paid out al¬ 
ready in ES awards. 


comb ’ to produce aluminum and 
Fiberglas “sandwich” panels. The 
panels, in turn, if research now 
under way proves successful, will 
be studied for various applications 
in components of aircraft. 

The advantages of using the 
bonded honeycomb sandwich panel 
for plane construction—as com¬ 
pared to conventional construction 
employing stringers and the usual 
multiplicity of bulkhead s— are 
many, according to Convair engi¬ 
neers. 

Among them are these—the 
sandwich panel has a high 
strength-to-weight ratio, it can be 
sealed fuel-tight, it reduces to a 


Convair has used the “honey¬ 
comb” principle before, though 
with aluminum cores instead of 
the Fiberglas now under study 
at Fort Worth. Both models 
240 and 340 Convair-Liners 
have had non-structural appli¬ 
cations (such as for flooring 
and bulkheads) built, however, 
by outside vendors, SD engi¬ 
neers advised. More recently 
the principle has been used at 
SD. 


minimum the heat transmitted to 
the inside of the aircraft from the 
plane’s skin when it heats up at 
supersonic speeds. 

A further advantage cited by 
engineers is the fact that aero¬ 
dynamic smoothness—more im¬ 
portant than ever in supersonic 
craft—can be maintained. Under 
conventional construction, sur¬ 
faces are subject to buckling be¬ 
cause of the accelerated flight 
conditions and aerodynamic heat¬ 
ing encountered at high speeds. 

Use of sandwich panels, being 
fabricated in Dept. 31 for test¬ 
ing, also will be economical. 
They would reduce substantially 
the number of parts required to 


build some components, compared 
to the number required in the 
conventional method. 

Use of Fiberglas for this pur¬ 
pose has been under study and 
research at Fort Worth Division 
for some time under a so-called 
“structural research program.” 

Says engineering: “The results 
to date have been most gratify¬ 
ing, and every effort has been 
made to insure that our test pro¬ 
gram is adequate to justify the 
use of sandwich panels in the 
building of an airplane, and to 
develop adequate process control.” 

Fiberglas now being tested 
comes to the plant from the ven¬ 
dor in the form of “logs” about 
40 inches long and eight and a 
half inches square. 

The log is first cut into strips 
one-half inch in thickness. After 
certain other operations, the 
honeycomb is placed inside a 
framework of metal strips and is 
treated with an adhesive. Alclad 
is then placed on each side of the 
honeycomb and the entire panel 
subjected to heat and pressure in 
the bonding press. 

Thus far, adhesive in such 
panels has never failed to hold. 

When perfected, engineers ex¬ 
pect the new adhesive process to 
have a considerable impact upon 
the entire aircraft industry. 

Convair ‘Sister Plant* 
Seen by Legislators 

Fifty members of the Canadian 
House of Commons and Senate, 
headed by Associate Defense Min¬ 
ister Ralph 0. Campney, visited 
the plant of Canadair Ltd. at 
Montreal recently and watched 
manufacture of F-86 Sabres and 
T-33 jet trainers. Canadair is 
owned by General Dynamics 
Corp., the same concern that holds 
controlling interest in Convair. 


“The percentage of approvals 
was 27.3, an astonishingly high 
mark,” he said. “The industry 
average is about 21 per cent. 

“Also, the percentage of par¬ 
ticipation was excellent, amount¬ 
ing to 311 for every 1,000 em¬ 
ployees, as opposed to 259 during 
1952.” 

Participation is the highest 
registered at San Diego in a 
decade and much of the credit for 
this must go to a carefully work¬ 
ed out and timed program of 
bringing home the need for cost 
reduction through such devices as 
“Connie MacSave-it” and the 
naming of “Mr. MacSave-its” 
through the SD Management 
Club, as well as many other novel 
ideas. 

Perhaps even more important, 
however, has been the splendid 
response from all levels 
throughout the division, super¬ 
vision and otherwise, in the 
enthusiastic and effective search 
for means of doing the job 
better and faster and with less 


waste. 

ESs submitted during fiscal 
1953 totaled 4,635 of which 942 
were accepted. In the same 12 
months 2,194 CIPs were turned in 
and 923 approved. 

General Foreman Frank Ep- 
pich’s Dept. 115 led the pack in 
cost reduction ideas in manufac¬ 
turing departments which amount¬ 
ed to a whopping $203,989 sav¬ 
ings; while General Foreman C. 
W. Clark’s Dept. 52 was next with 
$139,386 total. 

Author of the top ES of the 
year was John P. Mattox of Dept. 
406 (plaster pattern shop) whose 
outstanding suggestion merited a 
$932 award. 

Top CIP for the year was turn¬ 
ed in by Marshall Aker, tool serv¬ 
ice general foreman, for an idea 
that resulted in a $240,270 saving. 

Also coming in for recognition 
is C. E. Boyd of Dept. 28-2 who 
has had a consistently fine record 
of ESs during the last three 
years, submitting 41 of which 20 
were approved and two pending 
for a total of $598.30 in awards. 


Con-Trib Gets 
Triple Thanks 

Convair San Diego’s Con-Trib- 
Club received thanks from three 
directions this week. 

“Your $1,000 donation to The 
Salvation Army Christmas and 
Emergency Fund did more to lift 
my spirits and to encourage our 
kettle standers than anything you 
possibly could have done at this 
time. 

“Please accept my very hearty 
thanks on behalf of the great 
number of needy people who will 
be given the extra assistance to 
brighten their homes at Christ¬ 
mas, because you made it poss¬ 
ible,” Sr. Major Daniel G. Rody 
of The Salvation Army at San 
Diego wrote club members. 

From the San Diego County 
Association for Retarded Child¬ 
ren came another message by 
Mrs. Cherrie Sevick, correspond¬ 
ing secretary, expressing grati¬ 
tude for the $1,000 earmarked for 
that agency. 

“Your most generous gift . . . 
is evidence of the worthwhile pro¬ 
gram of your fine organization,” 
she wrote. 

At the same time, still another 
letter came from the County of 
San Diego acknowledging with 
sincere thanks the receipt of 15 
different pieces of equipment do¬ 
nated by Con-Trib-Club for the 
County Hospital for use in treat¬ 
ment of polio patients. 

CAA Certificates 
Chana-Coward Ship 

A single-place airplane called 
the “Honey Bee,” designed and 
built by Convair SD Engineers 
W F. Chana and Ken S. Coward 
and associates as a private ven¬ 
ture, made headlines this month 
when it was certificated by CAA 
exactly 50 years after the Wright 
Brothers’ historic first flight. 

Also builders of the Wee Bee, 
world’s smallest piloted airplane, 
the aircraft men plan to produce 
next a two-place version of the 
“Ploney Bee” and also a four- 
place plane to be called the 
“Queen Bee.” 



HIGHLIGHTS—San Diego closed a banner year recently in regard to Employee 
Suggestions and Cost Improvement Proposals. In photo at left Foreman L. V. Denny 
(center) is congratulated by Harold Hahn, left, and E. E. Hartzler, cost reduction 
supervisor, for great three-year CIP record. In center is Marshall Aker, tool service 


general foreman, whose plan for perishable tool control was top CIP for 1953. At 
right is scene that has been reenacted thousands of times during year. J. F. Kelley, 
manufacturing analyst, left, discusses an Employee Suggestion with its author, A. E. 
Tomlinson of Dept. 28. 
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With this last issue of 1953, Convairiety introduces a new feature 
which, if kindly received, may become an annual affair. In conventional 
quiz form, with questions and multiple choice answers, Convairiety is 
attempting to review some of the major happenings in Convair during 


the year, as well as highlight a few of the personalities and events 
which, for one reason or another, were newsworthy in 1953. The quiz 
should not be overly difficult for anyone who has kept up with the news 
via Convairiety. Answers will be found on page 8. 


No. 1 

In the column at right are 
the photos of four Convair 
men. Check the picture of 
John Jay Hopkins who dur¬ 
ing 1958 became chairman 
of Convair’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors. 

0 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 2 

In March of 1953, the title of largest 
single Convair shareholder passed from 
Atlas Corp. to: 

(A) General Electronics Corp. 

(B) General Dynamics Corp. 

(C) General Engineering Ltd. 

(D) General U. S. Grant Co. 

★ ★ ★ 



(C) (D) 


★ ★ ★ 


No. 3 

The same corporation that is Con- 
vair's largest shareholder has a sub¬ 
sidiary that builds Sabre jets. True? 
False? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 8 

During fiscal 1952, Convair paid out 
$196,950,533 in salaries and wages. 
True? or False? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 4 

Of Convair’s 2,400,000 shares of 
common stock outstanding, the 
largest single bloc is: 

(A) 400,000 shares. 

(B) 20,000 shares. 

(C) 100,000 shares. ■ 

(D) 1,000,000 shares. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 5 

The corporation that is the 
largest single stockholder in Con¬ 
vair also builds: (Check one.) 

(A) Washing machines. 

(B) Balloons. 

(C) Submarines. 

(D) Mechanical lungs. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 6 

A major project at Convair Fort 
Worth during 1953 involved recondi¬ 
tioning B-36s that returned from active 
Air Force duty. This is known as: 

(A) SAM-SACK 

(B) SAD-SACK 

(C) SAM-SAC 

(D) SOFT-SACK 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 7 

During 1953 a new division 
manager was appointed for Po¬ 
mona Division, Charles F. Horne, 
whose picture is one of the four 
appearing below. Check his photo.. 



(C) (D) 


No. 9 

Two military officers assigned 
to Convair (Capt. C. W. Stirling 
USN and Col. Stephen P. Dillon 
USAF) were congratulated dur¬ 
ing 1953 for: (Check one.) 

(A) Promotions in rank. 

(B) Becoming fathers. 

(C) Collaborating on invention 
of new space suit. 

(D) Debate on inter-service co¬ 
operation. 

(Pick out their photographs 
from four pictures below.) 

<z> 



★ ★ ★ 


No. 10 

During the U. S. Savings Bonds 
contest last summer, what Con¬ 
vair division achieved the high¬ 
est percentage of participation in 
payroll deduction bond buying? 

(A) Pomona. 

(B) Daingerfield. 

(C) Fort Worth. 

(D) San Diego. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 11 

Convair’s R3Y seaplane was the 
object of a naming contest during 
1953. The winning name, now 
official, was: 

(A) Magellan. 

(B) Trade wind. 

(C) El Capitan. 

(D) Sea-Dart. 


No. 12 

A program was instituted at 
all Convair divisions during 1953 
aimed at: 

(A) Standardizing the size of 
rivets used. 

(B) Broadening the experience 
of top executives through job ro¬ 
tation and additional academic 
training. 

(C) Encouraging engineers to 
flights of fancy, however absurd. 

(D) Charitable donations made 
easier through payroll deduction. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 13 

A Convair engineer during 1953 
was named a fellow in the Insti¬ 
tute of Aeronautical Sciences. His 
picture is one of four appearing 
below. Check it. 

o 



(C) (D) 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 14 

Convair’s smallest division, 
Daingerfield, is located on a lake 
iii the state of: 

(A) Oklahoma. 

(B) New Mexico. 

(C) Texas. 

(D) Louisiana. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 15 

A song written by Convair FW's Artie 
Glenn made the "Hit Parade" in 1953. 
It's title was: 

(A) "Show Me the Way To Go 
Home." 

(B) "Dragnet." 

fC) "Big Ma Moo." 

(D) "Crying in the Chapel." 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 16 

The photo below appeared in 
Convairiety during 1953. It 
shows: 

(A) A gimmick General Mc- 
Narney uses to demonstrate 
“square pegs” in “round holes.” 

(B) A system for stocking 
“firefly” rivets. 

(C) A handy device for work¬ 
ing out problems of spotting air¬ 
planes on landing fields. 

(D) A device for testing finger 
dexterity. 






No. 17 

The photograph directly above 
shows: 

(A) A super missile developed 
at Pomona Division. 

(B) Hull of a new T-l sub¬ 
marine at Groton, Conn. 

(C) A T-29 fuselage. 

(D) High altitude test cham¬ 
ber. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 18 

Directly below is a photograph 
which appeared in Convairiety in 
October. It: 

(A) Pictures the departure 
from San Diego of the YF-102. 

(B) Demonstrates a new 
method of protecting materials 
shipped to Convair Fort Worth by 
truck. 

(C) Is a photograph of the ar¬ 
rival of the main unit of a new 
stretch press at San Diego. 

(D) Is a portable moving pic¬ 
ture screen for plant movies. 



★ ★ ★ 


No. 19 

In July Convair’s eldest citi¬ 
zen, C. Z. (Dad) Sheppherd, cele¬ 
brated his 85th birthday by: 

(A) Riding a cow pony in a 
parade. 

(B) Making his annual pil¬ 
grimage in cowboy outfit through 
the SD plant. 

(C) Taking on all comers with 
his six-shooter at the pistol 
range. 

(D) Flying in a model 840. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 20 

How many airlines both at 
home and abroad are flying 
Convair-Liners or have them on 
order: 

(A) 12. 

(B) 18. 

(C) 25. 

(D) 32. 


No. 21 

During 1953, Con-Trib-Clubs at 
both Fort Worth and San Diego 
Divisions activated a system of 
Emergency Aid. This program 
provides: 

(A) Loans at low interest rates 
to those in need. 

(B) Scholarship funds for Con¬ 
vair orphans. 

(C) Legal and family relations 
advice. 

(D) Grants of money to certain 
individuals who are in serious 
financial trouble through events 
beyond their control and who have 
exhausted their own assets. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 22 

The photograph directly below, which 
appeared in Convairiety in July of 1953, 
illustrates the difference in size between 
a transistor and miniature vacuum tubes. 
True? or False? 

I <Z> 





No. 23 

In the photo above a jet fight¬ 
er demonstrates a new system re¬ 
vealed during 1953 that: 

(A) Permits the jet to refuel 
from an RB-36 while in flight. 

(B) Enables the fighter to be 
“brought aboard” an RB-36 or 
launched while in flight. 

(C) Proves that powerful jet 
fighters can actually tow a B-36 
in the air. 

(D) Equips B-36s with huge 
guided missiles. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 24 

In the photograph directly be¬ 
low, these men are: 

(A) Victims of a gas explosion. 

(B) “Casualties” in a Civil 
Defense drill at San Diego. 

(C) Lockjaw sufferers. 

(D) Management Club mem¬ 
bers after a hard night. 

<jy 
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No. 25 

Directly above is a model of a 
B-36 undergoing tests in connec¬ 
tion with: 

(A) Concealed antennas. 

(B) A new tail. 

(C) Mass production as a chil¬ 
dren's toy. 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 26 

The emblem below was present 
ed at San Diego during 1953. 
It is a “Caterpillar Club" pin, 
but what is the significance of the 
chain and number ? 

(A) The owner has “bailed 
out" 18 times. 

(B) The owner has been a 
member of the club for 18 years. 

(C) The owner made a para¬ 
chute jump in 1918? 

(D) Chutes packed by the 
owner have saved 18 lives. 



★ ★ ★ 

No. 27 

When it appeared that San 
Diego might lose the annual event 
for lack of a financial backer, 
Convair during 1953 agreed to 
underwrite: 

(A) The Poinsettia Bowl foot¬ 
ball game. 

(B) The Miramar Air Show. 

(C) The San Diego Golf Open. 

(D) The Mother Goose Parade. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 28 

Connie MacSave-it, SD's symbol of 
Conservation, recently announced the 
birth of a girl. True? or False? 

★ ★ ★ 



No. 29 

In the photo above: 

(A) H. C. Pickett of FW is 
telling an airplane to STOP! 

(B) Harlan Filloon of Pomona 
is doing setting up exercises. 

(C) Frank Field of SD is dem¬ 
onstrating how to direct traffic. 

(D) Noble Moore of Dainger- 
field is learning hand signals. 


No. 30 

A Texas quarter horse owned by Ted 
Yarbrough beat a Jaguar motor car in 
a 100-yard match race. True? or False? 

★ ★ ★ • 

No. 31 

Convair's XC-99, now flying for 
the Air Force, (pictured below), 
made news in 1953 by: 

(A) Carrying 300 bathing 
beauties to Atlantic City for an 
AF dance. 

(B) Making first trip to Eu¬ 
rope. 

(C) Carrying “Ike" on a fish¬ 
ing trip. 

(D) Launching a jet in mid-air. 

< 3 > 



★ ★ ★ 


No. 32 

When the San Diego built R3Y 
was christened, the dainty hand 
that swung the bottle was owned 
by: 

(A) Connie MacSave-it. 

(B) Mary Pickford. 

(C) Esther Williams. 

(D) Marilyn Monroe. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 33 

Convair SD sent two Convair-Liners , 
to Fort Worth during 1953. They are 
destined for: 

(A) Conversion to turboprop. 

( B ) Use as executive transports. 

(C) Display so FW Division folk can 
see product of SD Division. 

(D) To haul parts for B-36s. 


★ ★ ★ 



No. 34 


The face directly above is that of: 

(A) A false face worn by J. K. Field 
of SD. 

(B) Wes Magnuson of FW in Hal¬ 
loween costume. 

(C) A nutria. 

(D) Jim Combs of Pomona growing 
a moustache. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 35 

Convair has a practice of mak¬ 
ing awards to Air Force men who 
have flown in B-36s more than: 

(A) 500 hours. 

(B) 1,000 hours. 

(C) 750 hours. 

(D) 1,500 hours. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 36 

For the third straight year a 
Convair man has been named 
“outstanding apprentice of the 
year" in Southern California. 
True or False? 






No. 42 

The names of 1953 presidents of 
Management Clubs at Convair San 
Diego, Fort Worth and Pomona have 
been scrambled. Can you unscramble 
them? 

(A) Noble Kendall. 

( B ) Ray Rote. 

(C) Harry Barnes. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 40 

A arand old airplane, the XB-36, re¬ 
turned to Convair Fort Worth during 
1953 as the first ship to undergo "re¬ 
juvenation" under the current program i 
in which the Air Force is returning B-36s j 
to Convair from active service. True? j 
or False? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 48 

What does Convair’s Pomona 
Division build? 

(A) Flying saucers. 

(B) Missiles. 

(C) Submarines. 

(D) Beechnut chewing tobacco. 


No. 43 


No. 37 

Equipment demonstrated above 
made its first appearance in Con- 
vairiety during the year: It is. 


(A) 

(B) 

(C) 
suit. 

(D) 


A supersonic space suit. 
Deep sea diving apparatus. 
Civil Defense fire-fighting 

Equipment for investigat¬ 


ing gas tank insides. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 38 

Which one of the following was 
elected to the Fort Worth city 
council during 1953: 


(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 


Budge Lee. 
Loyd Turner. 
Joe B. Ellis. 

K. L. Rogers. 

★ ★ ★ 


* Sk 


No. 39 

Directly above, W. L. Dittmann 
of SD is: 

(A) Testing the new swinging 
doors of Building 19 at San Diego. 

(B) Inspecting the wind tun¬ 
nel. 

(C) Feeling his way out of a 
Broadway cocktail lounge. 

(D) Looking over silencers on 
jet engine test stand. 


Flight personnel at San Diego 
are attending a Navy school which 
teaches them all except ONE of 
the following: 

(A) How to dive to a depth 
of 150 feet with an Aqua-Lung. 

(B) How to survive in a wilder¬ 
ness for two days with only a 
parachute and two cans of rations. 

(C) How to get out of a cock¬ 
pit quickly, while under water, 
upside down. 

(D) How to roll when landing 
by parachute. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 44 

A new type of Convair service 
pin made its appearance recently. 
It is characterized by: 

, (A) A sketch of a delta wing 

j bomber. ' 

I (B) An outline of Father Time. 

(C) Replica of a new Convair 
insignia. 

(D) A luminous front. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 45 

To keep parts flowing regularly 
to B-36 airplanes being recondi¬ 
tioned at Convair Fort Worth, the 
division uses: 

(A) Limousines. 

(B) Converted escalators. 

(C) Midget trucks and “covered 
wagons." 

(D) Girls on roller skates. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 46 

During 1953, the sensational XF2Y-I 
Sea-Dart flew for the first time. It at¬ 
tracted nationwide attention, partly be- 
j cause of its delta wing, but even more 
because of its novel landing gear which, 
I in effect, are water skis. True? or False? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 41 


Pictured below is a gentleman 
engaged in: 

(A) Telephoning his wife. 

(B) Operating a device for 
spotting engine troubles during 
run-up. 

(C) Taking a radiation reading 
with a Geiger counter. 

(D) Testing oxygen content in 
paint rooms. 


-£> 

No. 47 

The muscular gentleman above 
is: 

(A) Dick Wilkens of SD as he 
appeared while a member of the 
Fresno State wrestling team. 

(B) Fred Gignilliat of FW 
prepared to perform his cele¬ 
brated stunt of skipping rope 
while on his back. 

(C) James Durden of SD, win¬ 
ning Mr. San Diego contest. 

(D) L. A. Yaggi of Dainger- 
field, dressed for alligator hunt¬ 
ing. 



No. 49 


Although Mary Ruth Brown's 
natural endowments justify her 
appearance in Convairiety, as in 
photo above, there was a further 
reason. 

(A) Was she chosen at Fort 
Worth to represent CRA in a 
beauty contest? 

(B) Was she the world’s young¬ 
est grandmother? 

(C) Was she selected to model 
in a Convair T-29 ? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 50 

During 1953 Convair celebrated 
its: 

(A) 50th birthday. 

(B) 30th birthday. 

(C) 25th birthday. 

(D) 20th birthday. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 51 

Convair SD and Convair FW got 
new signs in 1953 identifying the plants 
and similar plans are in the works for 
Daingerfield and Pomona. True? or 
False? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 52 

One of 1953’s better feature 
stories concerned Phil Leonard of 
Plant 2, SD, a dispatcher, pic¬ 
tured below teeing up a golf ball. 
What made his story “news"? 

(A) He won the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia golf title. 

(B) He set a high jump mark 
once in the Olympics. 

(C) He is blind. 

(D) He was admitted to the 
California bar. 


o 
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This Is What Happened Before C. R. A. 1953 ^Melody on lce /r Show... 


Will Rogers Coliseum buzzed with activity weeks before the ice show opened ... to be painted . . . plans to work out . . . lighting . . . music . . . announcing . 

these committees and Gerry Olson's crew were busy, busy busy ... floor design had a million and one things . . before the show opened . . and during its performances. 



And These People Came to See... 


Convair kiddies lined up to see Santa . .. "Sure, I've been good" 
..."I'd like a doll, Santa" ... Vicki Loock convincingly tells Santa 
she's helped Mommy . .. Paul Neece isn't so sure, though .. . And 
some huddled under blankets to stay warm .. . the Fays enjoyed 
popcorn — or at least Roger and Teddy did ... some of 63,500 
who attended... 


Top-flight Stars Skate in Exciting Numbers... 



Fancy skating was in store during the show .. . George Hill leaped high over barrels . . . provided 
laughs . .. vivacious Carol Williams did fancy rope twirling act to delight of audience ... many other 
professional skaters mingled with Convair talent to provide top notch show... 


Sully Kothman and Lucille Ash . . . glided across ice like birds in flight . . . chorus 
line in red jersey suits made Papa yearn for those college days again ... so did 


Beverly Burmeister as sweetheart of Sigma Chi with baton twriling act ... all this 
. . . high lights of CRA Melody on Ice for 1953 ... a real Christmas party. . . 
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y 53 a Big Year for C. R. A. - As Told Here in ph otos and Few Words- 



1953 CRA MEMORIES — Convair pretties bone up on archery while practicing invitational tourney ... and Employee Council ventured to Benbrook Lake to look 

. . . or looking lovely ... or something ... CRA archery reported big success on first for site for future CRA recreation spot... here H. G. Starkey shows others where . . . 



Hams did their bit during Waco disaster . .. 
got a new 1000-watt transmitter . . . Lawrence 
Armstrong copped plant golf title.. * 


Shutterbugs donned specs to watch stereo demonstration at camera activity 
meeting ... took variety of pictures for series of contests . .. everything from shoes 
to china . . . Newly formed Sharpshooters improved picture-taking skill . . . 


And then there was Nancy . .. striking Nancy Bobbitte got herself all tangled up ... and there were trophies for baseballers and softballers, bridge players ... weight 

in fishing line . . . shot was for fish rodeo . . . Stamp and coin collectors met in down- lifters started meeting . .. and Wing and Masque gave series of polished perform- 

town competition to display their wares .. . J. D. White, commissioner, looks it over ances ... a big year for Convair Recreation Association . .. 1953 ... 
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Following are the answers to questions which appear on pages 4 
and 5 of this issue, covering some of the main events and hap¬ 
penings of 1953 as reported in Convairiety. Try your luck with the 
questions first. 

NO. Is (C) is the correct answer. (A) is Frank M. Pace and (B) 
is Lawrence B. Richardson, both vice chairmen of Convair's Board 
of Directors, while (D) is Gdn. Joseph T. McNarney, Convair presi¬ 
dent. 

NO. 2: The correct answer is (B), General Dynamics Corp. 

NO. 3: True it is. The company is Canadair Ltd. of Montreal that 
builds F-86 Sabres for the Royal Canadian Air Force. They also 
build T-33 jet trainers. 

NO. 4: (A) is the correct answer to this question. 

NO. 5: (C) for submarines is correct, built by General Dynamics 
Corp.'s famous Electric Boat Division at Groton, Conn. 

NO. 6: (C) for SAM-SAC is correct here. It stands for “Special¬ 
ized Aircraft Maintenance Strategic Air Command." 

NO. 7: The gentleman at the microphone (A) is Charles F. Horne, 
who took over as Pomona Division manager July 15. (B) is August 
C. Esenwein, FW Division manager while (C) is B. F. Coggan, 
manager of the SD Division, and (D) is J. E. Arnold, manager of 
Daingerfield Division. 

NO. 8: This is true. The figure represents about half of Convair's 
“income dollar." 

NO. 9: Capt. Stirling (C) and Col. Dillon (D) were promoted in 
rank during 1953, so (A) is correct. The photo above (A) is of 
Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage, Air Force representative at Convair Fort 
Worth, while the picture appearing over (B) is of Capt. F. C. Man- 
ville, USN, Naval Inspector of Ordnance at the Convair-operated 
Naval Industrial Reserve Ordnance plant in Pomona (Convair 
Pomona). 

NO. 10: (B) is the correct answer. Daingerfield Division topped 
them all, but because of its size was ineligible to compete in the 
inter-division contest which Pomona won. 

NO. 11: (B) for Tradewind is the correct answer. 

NO. 12: The right answer is (B) and refers to the Executive 
Development Program instituted during 1953. 

NO. 13: Frank Fink, SD chief engineer, pictured over (D) is the 
man. (He also was named a vice-president of Society of Automotive 
Engineers recently.) Above (A) is R. H. Biron, Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent—administration, while J. V. Naish, Convair executive vice- 
president is pictured above (B) and J. W. Larson, FW chief engi¬ 
neer, is shown above (C). 

NO. 14: Although Daingerfield is the smallest, it is located in the 
biggest state, Texas, and therefore the correct answer is (C). 

NO. 15: You must have heard it, (D), “Crying in the Chapel." 

NO. 16: The correct answer is (D). The picture illustrated a Fort 
Worth story that appeared in Convairiety. 

NO. 17: It's (C), a T-29 fuselage. It appeared in Convairiety July 
15, illustrating a new model T-29 (sans astrodomes). 

NO. 18: (A) is the correct answer here. . 

NO. 19: If you have been around Convair SD long you couldn't 
have missed Dad. It's (B). 

NO. 20: The answer is (D) or 32, and if you don’t believe it go 
argue it out with Cy Greaves. 

NO. 21: (D) is the right answer. Con-Trib-Clubs do not loan 
money. They give it outright in cases of distress that meet the 
regulations. 

NO. 22: True it is. The tiny one is the transistor. 

NO. 23: It's (B), natch, a new system under development for 
some time at FW Division. 

NO. 24: These men are “casualties" in a mock “attack" arranged 
by SD's wide-awake Civil Defense organization. 

NO. 25: The right answer is (A). 

NO. 26: Mrs. Ada Nickerson of SD wears this emblem and the 
correct answer is (D). 

NO. 27: It's (C), the San Diego Golf Open, which will be played 
at Rancho Santa Fe Jan. 20-24. Got your tickets? 

NO. 28: False The young Mac Save-it is a boy, Steven Wayne 
Northcote, born Oct. 25, 1953. 

NO. 29: Correct answer is (A). Pickett is among first to greet 
visiting airplanes at Fort Worth Division to direct them to a “park¬ 
ing place.” 

NO. 30: True it is. (Somebody bet on the bay!) 

NO. 31: Although the crew probably would have preferred (A), 
the right answer is (B). 

NO. 32: (C) is right. That M-G-M star, Esther Williams. 

NO. 33: If you marked (A) you are right. It's an Air Force 
project. 

NO. 34: Though picture may bear striking resemblance to others, 
it is really (C), a nutria, an animal from Argentina owned by Jack 
Jorgensen of SD and described in Feb. 11, 1953 Convairiety. 

NO. 35: It's 1,000-hour pins so (B) is right. 

NO. 36: True. Latest to win the award was Edward B. Denton 
of SD Division. 

NO. 37: (B) is the right answer. It is equipment worn at San 
Diego by a select group trained in underwater maintenance, salvage 
and rescue. 

NO. 38: Joe B. Ellis or (C) is correct. Lee and Turner hold posts 
on special city boards and Rogers is mayor of White Settlement. 

NO. 39: Those aren't swinging doors, they are silencers on a jet 
engine test stand at San Diego. (D) is correct. 

NO. 40: Very tricky is this question. It’s False. It was the YB-36 
that led the SAM-SAC parade, not the XB-36. 

NO. 41: He's a Geiger counter, so (C) is right. He's part of Civil 
Defense team at San Diego. 

NO. 42: Unscrambled: Noble Barnes of Pomona, Harry Rote of 
San Diego and Ray Kendall of Fort Worth. Last named gives up 
his gavel soon to Jack Brittain. 

NO. 43: (A) is the one they are NOT taught. Flight personnel 
get dunked (Convairiety, Dec. 2, 1953) but to no great depth. 

NO. 44: For this you're right if you marked (C). 

NO. 45: (C) is correct for this one. They're dubbed “mule trains," 
(but there's darned little Borax). 

NO. 46: Maybe this is subject to opposition, but Convairiety’s 
opinion on this one calls for a True answer. 

NO. 47: It's (C), for James Durden, a guard at SD, who won the 
title hands down. 

NO. 48: It's (B), of course. 

NO. 49: Mary Ruth Brown was chosen to enter a beauty contest 
(A) and although there have been malicious reports she didn't win, 
Convairiety refuses to believe them. 

NO. 50.: (B) is right, for Convair on May 29, 1953 became 30 
years old. 

NO. 51: Yep. it's true. 

NO. 52: (C) is correct. Leonard plays golf, bowls, is amazingly 
independent despite his handicap and altogether is a very remarkable 
Chap. 



LIT UP—Not only Christmas trees were lighted at San Diego when these were taken. Convair's 
Building 51 that adjoins Lindbergh Field was doing some shining, too, particularly the new sign that 
greets air travelers. Left foreground is a Western Air Lines Convair-Liner. Streaks from lights that 
passed while camera shutter was open add a trick effect. 


XC-99 Logs Over 
3,000 Air Hours 

The Air Force's XC-99, Convair- 
built world’s largest aircraft has 
now chalked up more than 3,000 
flying hours, according to Capt. 
James M. Pittard, Jr., the air¬ 
craft’s commander at Kelly Air 
Force Base, San Antonio. 

At the controls and manning 
the huge plane is a crew of air¬ 
men, 10 of whom recently re¬ 
ceived Convair 1,000 hour pins. 
Previously, the pins had been 
awarded to only seven. 

Those who received their pins 
in a November presentation are: 
M/Sgt. Melford W. Miller, M/Sgt. 
William A. Moore, M/Sgt. Steve 
M. Nathan, S/Sgt. Douglas Myles, 
A/1C Carol B. Keller, A/1C Ken¬ 
neth L. Miller, A/1C Gerald R. 
Petty, A/1C Johnny Vrazel, A/2C 
Joseph Franey, A/2C Arturo Par¬ 
edes. 

Capt. Pittard also announced 
that civilian crews have made 
their 13th 800 - hour engine 
change. This is a 33 per cent in¬ 
crease in the life of the engines. 

1,000 Hr. B-3< Mark 
Passed in a Month 

The 42nd Bombardment Wing, 
Limestone AFB, Me., has set a 
new record for the Strategic Air 
Command. 

They flew their 1,000 hours in 
B-36s in only one month—Octo¬ 
ber, 1953. 

B. G. Reed, assistant division 
manager at Convair FW Division, 
and Gus Green, service engineer¬ 
ing chief, presented a 1,000 hour 
plaque to the group at ceremonies 
held there recently. Reed cited 
their record as “a remarkable 
performance." 

Major Alexander P. DeSever- 
sky, famed aviation expert, writer 
and air power authority, spoke 
briefly at the presentation. 

SS Tax Up in '54 But 
Income Levy Down 

Convair again was reminded 
this week that paychecks in 1954 
will reflect a change in both de¬ 
ductions for Old-Age and Survi¬ 
vor’s Insurance (commonly called 
Social Security) and for income 
taxes. 

The Social Security deduction 
(which pays for retirement in¬ 
come as well as insurance for the 
family no matter how long an in¬ 
dividual lives) has been IV 2 per 
cent of the first $3,600 in wages, 
a maximum of $54 a year. After 
Jan. 1 this will be 2 per cent, or 
$72 a year, the new maximum 
rate. Since Convair matches dol¬ 
lar for dollar the amount con¬ 
tributed by each individual, the 
company's contributions go up 
likewise. 

From a net standpoint, how¬ 
ever, the tax news is favorable to 
most employees, or at least not 
materially changed, for income 
taxes are being lowered in 1954. 
The amount varies, depending up¬ 
on the individual's tax bracket, 
but generally the drop in income 
tax deduction in most cases is 
expected to more than offset the 
boost in Social Security deduction. 



Another of new signs, this one on Building 19 at San Diego 
identifies building for highway traffic. Overpass No. I and Building 
5 at left. 


W-2 Forms to be Mailed 
Before End of January 

Withholding 1 statements (Form W-2) will be in the 
mail to all Convair employees before the end of January, 
in plenty of time for use in filing income tax returns be¬ 
fore the March 15 deadline. 


Those who expect refunds were 
particularly cautioned not to file 
returns without attaching the W-2 
forms, because the failure will 
delay refunds. 

At a later date, but still well 
in advance of the March deadline, 
those Convair employees who re¬ 
ceived per diem allowances will 
receive copies of the information 
return form 1099, which Convair 
is required to submit to the 
government covering these allow¬ 
ances. Those who received per 
diem are advised to wait for this 
form before filing, so they will 
have the exact amount in their 
gross income. Actual travel ex¬ 
pense may be deducted on the re¬ 
turn, as explained in government 
tax instructions. 

A few may find it necessary to 
file amended Declarations of Es¬ 
timated Income Tax, form 1040- 
ES, by Jan. 15. (Only an em¬ 
ployee whose income exceeds 
$4,500 plus $600 for each exemp¬ 
tion, or whose other income not 
subject to withholding exceeds 
$100, or whose withholding tax 
and payments on earlier estimates 
do not equal at least 80 per cent 
of the final tax due, needs be 
concerned with this form.) In¬ 
stead of the amended form 1040- 
ES, a final return may be filed 
by Jan. 15, but a notation should 
be made on the return that the 
W-2 will be forwarded when avail¬ 
able. This latter procedure is not 
recommended, however, since it 
may lead to confusion in settling 
returns. 


Second Shift Leads 
FW's Bond Buying 

Second shift at Convair FW 
Division again leads first shift in 
percentage of bond participation, 
a monthly report reveals. 

Second shift has 72 per cent 
participation and first has 66 per 
cent. This gives Convair FW a 
67 per cent average. 

Total bond deductions are 
$121,591 per pay period with a 
total of 12,488 participants. The 
average deduction is $9.74 per 
participant. 

There are five second shift de¬ 
partments showing 100 per cent 
participation. They are Dept. 2, 
Dept. 8, Dept. 12, Dept. 61 and 
Dept. 62. 

Blind Children ‘F/y’ 

In AA Convair-Liner 

Forty blind children from St. 
Joseph's School for the Blind in 
Jersey City recently were given 
a ride in an American Airlines 
Convair-Liner. 

The ’youngsters were taxied 
up and down the runway of 
Newark airport, the American 
Airlines Flagship News report¬ 
ed, in simulated take-off and 
landing. Crew members, who 
volunteered their time, explain¬ 
ed features of the airplane. 
The News' report concludes: 
“Dreamland at St. Joseph’s 
must have been filled with 
visions of little pilots and stew¬ 
ardesses for many nights. ..." 


Need For Blood Donors Urgent as 
San Diego Credit Running Low 


Convair San Diego employees 
will be called upon to help fill 
the almost exhausted Employee 
Blood Bank Jan. 14 when the San 
Diego Blood Bank bloodmobile 
sets up operations at Plant 1 to 
receive volunteer donations. 

“It is anticipated that our re¬ 
serves will be exhausted on or 
before Jan. 14 and it will take at 
least 250 to 300 volunteers to 
obtain the 125 to 150 pints needed 
to maintain the bank for one 
month's usage," said Frank Pic¬ 
kard, Convair bank director. 
“The extra volunteers are needed 
because many will be rejected 


due to colds and other factors." 

The bloodmobile will operate in 
classrooms Nos. 1 and 2, Build¬ 
ing 14, from 9:15 a.m. until 1:30 
p.m. 

Departments to be solicited in¬ 
clude Depts. 101, 102, 103, 104, 
110, 115, 401, 403, and 406. 

“All blood donated will be used 
for Convair employees and their 
families," Pickard said. 

“During the past two years, 
approximately 125 pints of blood 
per month have been supplied to 
Convair families at no cost for 
the blood itself, thanks to the 
donations of all employees." 




















